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Assembly  plan  angers  nationalists 


for  Ulster 


By  Nicholas  Watt  and  Nicholas  Wood 


’  JOHN  MAJOR  announced 
plans  for  early  elections  to  a 
-  Northern  Ireland  assembly  as 
.  ;  a  new  road  to  peace  yesterday 
after  an  international  commis- 
[  si  on  said  the  paramilitaries 
'  would  never  bow  to  his  de- 
V  rnand  that  they  give  up  their 
guns  before  being  admitted  to 
all-party  talks. 

But  the  move,  which  could 
lead  to  elections  by  May,  was 
greeted  angrily  by  national¬ 
ists,  who  fear  that  they  will  be 
left  at  the  mercy  of  the  Union¬ 
ist  majority  in  the  province. 
John  Hume  of  the  SOLP 
accused  the  Prime  Minister  of 
buying  Unionist  votes  to  stay 
in  office. 

The  Unionists  have  made 
clear  that  they  are  prepared  to 
sit  down  with  Sinn  Ran  — 
even  if  die  IRA  has  not  given 
up  its  weapons  —  provided  all 
parties  have  faced  democratic 
elections.  And  yesterday  Mr 
Major  embraced  that  idea 
with  his  plans  for  an  elected 
body  to  produce  die  negotia¬ 
tors  for  the  all-party  talks. 

Downing  Street  officials 
promised  that  political  leaders 
in  the  province  would  be 
consulted  quickly,  leading  to  a 
summit  with  die  Irish  Prime 
Minister,  John  Bruton,  by  the 
middle  of  next  month.  In  the 
Commons.  Mr  Major  suggest¬ 
ed  that  the  elections  could  be 
held  in  the  spring,  but  his 
officials  made  dear  later  that  a 
Bill  setting  up  the  assembly 
would  not  be  brought  forward 
unless  it  had  broad  support  in 
Ireland.  One  senior  aide  said: 
"You  cannot  coerce  people  to 
die  conference  table.  What  the 
Prime  Minister  is  prepared  to 
do  is  give  it  his  best  shot" 


Forte  moves  to 
buy  back  hotels 

Just  one  day  after  suffering 
takeover  defeat  at  the  hands 
of  Granada,  Sir  Rocoo  Forte 
announced  proposals  to  boy 
back  the  Forte  Meridien,  Ex¬ 
clusive  and  Heritage  Hotels. 
He  is  also  interested  in  the 
London  hotels  previously 
owned  by  Forte  but  now 
controlled  by  Granada.  De¬ 
tails  of  the  deal  were  dis¬ 
cussed  yesterday  by  Sir  Roeco 
tu^jGraoada  chief  Gerry 

Mortgage  cut 

The  Bradford  &  Bingley 
Budding  Society  has  cut  vari¬ 
able  mortgage  rates  hum  7.49 
per  cent  to  7.24  per  cent. 
Customers  who  use  the  soci¬ 
ety’s  direct  telephone  mort¬ 
gage  service  wiD  pay  an  even 
lower  standard  rale  of  <L25  per 
cent - Page  23 

Internet  Times 

The  Internet  edition  of  77ie 
Times  is  now  available  on 
http://www.the-timesxo.uk 


The  Mitchell  commission’s 
main  conclusions  and  recom¬ 
mendations  included: 

□  No  guns  to  be  handed  over 
ahead  of  all-party  talks 

□  Decommissioning  to  start 
in  parallel  with  talks 

□  Weapons  destruction  to  be 
monitored  by  independent 
commission  and  those  surren¬ 
dering  guns  to  be  granted 
amnesty 

□  All  groups  to  renounce 
violence 

□  End  to  all  punishment 
attacks 

□  People  forced  to  leave 
Northern  Ireland  to  be 
allowed  to  return.  Relatives  of 
missing  victims  to  be  given 
information  about  their 
whereabouts 

□  Elections  to  a  new  body 
with  an  appropriate  mandate 
to  build  confidence  between 
the  communities 


The  assembly  idea  was  put 
forward  after  the  three-man 
panel  chaired  by  the  framer 
American  Senator  George 
Mitchell  concluded  that  the 
Government’s  previous  de¬ 
mand  on  tin  surrender  of 
terrorist  arms  was  unwork¬ 
able.  The  commission  said 
that  the  weapons  should,  in¬ 
stead,  start  once  all-party  talks 
were  underway. 

Senator  Mitchell,  who 
admitted  that  he  had  no  magic 
formula  for  peace  in  Northern 
Ireland,  said  the  gulf  between 
the  Government  and  Sum 
Fein  on  the  issue  was  un¬ 
bridgeable  and  a  compromise 

Glimmer  of 
poll  hope 
for  Tories 

By  Peter  Riddell 

THE  Tories  have  climbed  to 
their  highest  position  in  the 
polls  for  over  two  years,  even 
before  Labours  rows  over  the 
Harriet  Harman  have  had 
time  to  affect  public  opinion. 

The  latest  MORI  poll  for 
The  Times,  undertaken  fast 
weekend,  puts  theTories  on  29 
per  cent,  up  one  point  since 
early  December  and  at  the 
highest  level  since  December 
1993.  But  Labour  retains  a 
huge  lead  at  55  per  cent, 
unchanged  on  the  month. 

The  pall  was  undertaken 
between  last  Friday  and  this 
Monday,  but  a  MORI  analy¬ 
sis  shows  virtually  no  differ¬ 
ence  in  voting  intentions 
between  those  questioned  be¬ 
fore  and  after  the  story  broke 
on  Saturday  about  Ms 
Harman's  decision  to  send  her 
son  to  a  selective  grammar 
school.  The  defection  by 


Emma  Nicholson  from  the 
Tories  to  the  liberal  Demo¬ 
crats  in  December  appears  to 
have  had  no  lasting  impact 
since  support  for  the  latter  is 
unchanged  at  13  per  cent 
Barely  14  per  cent  are  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  way  the  Govern¬ 
ment  is  running  the  country 
with  76  per  cent  dissatisfied. 
MORI  interviewed  1770 
adults  at  135  ward  sampling 
points  between  January  19 
and  22. 


Two  tor 
one 


was  necessaiy  to  build  confi¬ 
dence  a  step  at  a  time. 

His  report  urged  all  parties 
to  commit  themselves  to  six 
principles  of  democracy  and 
non-violence,  and  suggested 
that  “an  elective  process" 
could  help  to  create  the  climate 
of  trust  needed  to  make 
progress. 

Mr  Major,  later .  told  the 
Commons  that  he  still  be¬ 
lieved  his  demand  for  the 
surrender  of  aims  was  valid, 
but  he  accepted  that  an  elected 
assembly  was  another  way 
ahead.  While  be  conceded  that 
the  nationalists  had  registered 
their  concerns  about  the  idea, 
he  claimed  there  was  wide¬ 
spread  cross-party  support  for 
it  in  die  province,  and  he  said: 
“In  a  democratic  system  like 
ours  I  cannot  see  how  elections 
could  he  regarded  by  any  of 
the  parties  as  a  side  issue  or  as 
a  block  to  progress. 

“We  are  ready  to  introduce 
legislatkav  and  to -seek  both 
Houses'  urgent  approval  for  h, 
in  order  to  allow  an  elective 
process  to  go  ahead  as  soon  as 
may  be  practicable." 

Responding  to  Tony  Blair. 
Mr  Major  said  that  the  elected 
body  could  provide  a  “pod  of 
representatives”  for  the  all- 
party  talks,  with  the  size  of 
each  party's  delegation  reflect¬ 
ing  its  success  at  the  ballot 
box.  The  assembly  could  also 
act  as  a  sounding  board  for  the 
outcome  of  any  all-party  talks. 

Conservatives  and  Union¬ 
ists  applauded  the  Prime  Min- 

Continaed  on  page  2,  col  4 

Report  details,  pages  8  and  9 
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QHow  would  you  vote  if 
there  were  a  genera] 
election  tomorrow?  \ 

Labour  Conservative : 

55%  „  29% 


By  PaulWilkhmsOn  :.y. . 
and  David  HANDS :  ’ 

PAUL  SAMPSON,  18.  was  in 
a  state  of  euphoric  shock 
yesterday  alter  being  picked 
to*  the  England  rugby  union 
squad  for  the  match  against 
Wales  in  ten  days’  time. 

Three  years  ago  the  A-level 
student  was  too  small  to  be 
likely  to  be  heading  for  top¬ 
flight  rugby.  But  as  a  late 


to  return 


SARAH  COOK,  the  13-year- 
old  who  with  her  parents' 
blessing  “married"  a  Turkish 
waiter  she  met  on  a  family 
holiday,  was  made  a  ward  of 
court  by  a  judge  yesterday. 

Sir  Stephen  Brown,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Family  Division  of 
the  High  Court,  ruled  that  she 
should  be  brought  back  from  a 
remote  comer  of  southeastern 
Turkey  “forthwith",  after  a 
request  from  Essex  County 
Council's  social  services 
department. 

The  judge  said  Sarah  would 
not  again  be  allowed  to  leave 
the  country  without  the  per¬ 
mission  of  the  court. 

Jackie  Cook,  the  girl's  moth¬ 
er,  was  en  route  last  night  for 
Kahramanmaras,  where  her 
daughter  is  being  cared  for  by 
the  parents  of  Musa  Kome- 
agac,  the  18-year-old  unem¬ 
ployed  waiter  she  “married" 


By  Bill  Frost  ' 

in  a  religious  ceremony  two 
weeks  ago.  Before  she- left  the 
family  hopie  in  Braintree; 
Essex,  Mrs  Cook  said  that 
with  hindsight*  perhaps  the 
“wedding"  had  been  a  mistake 
and  .  her  daughter  would  be 
better  off  in  Britain. 

The  judge  directed  the 
Official  Sotidtor  and  Essex 
County  Council  to  investigate 
the  circumstances  surround¬ 
ing  the  case  and  prepare 
reports  before  the  matter  was 
next  brought  before  him  on 
Monday.  . 

Sarah’S  mother  and  father, 
Adrian  Cook,  were  also  effect¬ 
ively  stopped  from  touting  her 
story  to  die  press.  Only  details 
of  the  affair  already  in  the 
public  domain  may  now  be 
reported. 

Although  the  British  court’s 
ruling  is  not  legally  enforce¬ 
able  in  Turkey,  the  authorities 
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developer  Sampson  grew-in 
stature  from  a  slight  stand-off 
half  not  considered  for  nat¬ 
ional  tmder-16  honours  into  a 
stocky  12-stone  fullback,  just 
an  inch  short  of  6ft,  capable  of 
downing  bigger  opponent 
during  England's  senior 
schools  win  over  Australia 
last  season. 

Bath.  Leicester  and  Wasps 
are  all  reputedly  keeping  an 
eye  on  a  player  whose  pace 


..  ... 

brought  haafiast  weekend  the 

borfftein  ijadobr  60-TBetre^p*- 

nSdr 

go  with,  the  Tfckshirc  junior 
KlOin  and 200m  titles. 

His  tune  of  10.79  seconds 
for  100m  made  him  Iltfa  in  the 
country  -  in  the  imder-20 
category. 

Roger  Howard,  coach  to  die 
first  XV  at  Woodhouse  Grove 
School,  hear  Bradford,  of~ 
whkh  Sampson  is  captain. 


said:  T  believe  be  will  go  all 
tKi’Way  ih  die  game.” 

He  wffl  train  with  Ea- 
gbijod's  3&niaa  Five  Nations 
Championship  squad  this 
weekend  but  is  not  expected  to 
be  included  in  the  team  for  the 
Wales  match  on  February  3. 

Last  night  Sampson  said: 
“It  hasn’t  sunk  in  yet.  I  just 
couldn't  believe  it" 

England  squad,  page  44 


Harman 
survives 
as  Blair 
crushes 
revo 

By  Phi  up  Webster 
POLITICAL  EDITOR 

HARRIET  HARMAN  was 
safely  entrenched  in  her  Shad¬ 
ow  Cabinet  job  last  night  after 
a  fighting  Commons  attack 
against  foe  Conservatives  and 
a  striking  display  of  Tony 
Blairs  mastery  over  his  party. 

The  Labour  leader  crushed 
a  party  revolt  against  the 
Shadow  Health  Secretary  by 
telling  his  MPS  that  he  would 
not  allow  her  to  be  “crucified" 
by  the  Tories  over  her  choice  of 
school  for  her  son. 

He  imposed  Ms  will  on  a 
highly-charged  meeting  of  the 
Parliamentary  Labour  Party, 
dedaring  that  he  had  nn 
intention  of  yielding  Ms 
Harman's  “scalp"  to  the  Con¬ 
servative  Party.  His  demand 
for  unity  lifted  his  party  after 
the  most  difficult  few  days  of 
his  leadership  and  encour¬ 
aged  his  MPs  to  put  aside 
their  differences  with  Ms 
Harman. 

They  turned  up  in  force  in 
the  Commons  io  rally  behind 
her  as  she  laid  into  Tory 
health  policies,  and  effectively 
and  humorously  put  duwn 
Conservative  MPs  hoping  to 
exploit  Labour  divisions  over 
education.  - 

It  wis  Aar  that  she  had 
mrfvfved  theriouble  ordeal  of 
an  initially  hostile  PLP  meet¬ 
ing  and  the  Commons  debate 
because  Mr  Blair,  facing  the 
most  serious  crisis  since  he 
took  over  the  party,  put  his 
authority  an  the  tine  as  never 
before.  Not  for  the  first  time 
tiw  support  he  received  from 
Joftn  Prescott,  himself  angry 
over  Ms  Harman's  decision, 
was  vital 

Ms  Harman  Is  apology  to 
tiw  PLP  for  any  “succour"  she 
had  given  to  the  Tories 
through  her  derision  to  send 
her  son  to  a  grammar  school 
Continued  on  page  Z  col  6 
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there  keen  to  bring  the 
embarrassing  affair  to  a 
speedy  conclusion. 

A  Turkish  court  rejected  an 
appeal  '!?st  night  for 
Komeagactb  be  released  from 
jail -He  is  charged  .with 
holding  a  child  against  her 
wfll  and- having  sex.  with -a 

minor. 

a  woman  from  Bintf- 
inghato  ‘claimed  yesterday 
that  fomesigac  proposed  to 
her  H-yearoId  daughter  a 
month .  before  he  met  Sarah. 
Mrs  Gonnqe  Haynes,  ,frp$t 
Kitrs"Grfcen,  said  the  Waiter 


a  holiday  and  said:  “I  want  to 
marry -her.;-!  have  lost  my 
heart*.  Mrs  Haynes.  35,  said: 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
man  who  married  Sarah  Cook 
is  the  same  one  who  offered  to 
marry  Stacy."  . 
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Prince  bemoans  lack  of  millennium  spirit 


By  Alan  Hamilton 

THE  Prince  of  Wales,  in  a  stinging 
criticism  of  plans  to  celebrate  the 
millennium,  says  today  that  (be  mark¬ 
ing  of  the  new  century  is  in  danger  of 
becoming  a  giant  but  meaningless 
party  with  no  spiritual  significance. 

In  an  artide  in  Perspectives  on 
Architecture,  the  magazine  published 
in  association  with  his  Institute  of 
Architecture;  the  Prince  questions  the 
secular  nature  of  the  planned  celebra¬ 


tions,  doubts  the  value  of  the  proposed 
“landmark  projects"  to  be  built  across 
the  country  and  calls  for  far  greater 
involvement  by  all  the  faiths. 

“The  deeper,  more  fundamental 
aspects  of  the  millennium  are  barely 
bring  considered.  We  need  to  think 
more  deeply  about  what  foe  millenni¬ 
um  means."  the  Prince  says.  The 
message  of  the  turning  of  the  century 
was  that  it  was  a  time  for  renewal 
"The  concept  of  renewal  is  not  the 
monopoloy  of  Christianity,  but  -is 


central  to  many  of  the  great  faiths. 
Everyone,  whatever  their  culture  or 
beliefs,  can  have  a  stake  in  the  process 
which  the  mflleniiiura  represents." 

The  miDenniccni  “provides  a  new 
opportunity  for  people  to  work  togeth¬ 
er  with  a  conunoo  purpose  It  provides 
the  opportunity  to  execute  works  of  art 
and  to  build  significant  public  build¬ 
ings  which  wiD  be  a  genuine  reflection 
of  the  deeper  values  of  humanity.7' 

He  bemoans  the  fact  that  most 
projects  submitted  to  the  Millennium 


Commission  fail  to  rise  above  the 
nuterial  “No  one  has  come  forward 
with  plans  to  erect  a  great  religious 
bmkting  such  as  the  new  Hindu 
temple  m  Neasden  (north  London)."  - 
Religious  leaders  welcomed  the 
Prince's  stance;  The  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  Dr  George  Carey,  said 
the  celebrations  should  have  a  strong 
Spiritual  component  because  they 
commemorated  Christ’s  birth. 

Mfifenmum  storm,  page  14 
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Th^  trouble  with  Labour 
js  that  start  gloat- 
before  they've  won. 
rramature  triumphalism  (the 
"JJical  term  is  exultalio  pme* 
***/  u  OOmnoon  among  polM- 
£"*-  11  «  thought  to  arise 
wanting  something  so 
nwch  that,  when  it  comes 
wrthm  rea,^  self-control  is 
“®t-  Toe  odious  spectacle  oF- 
«rs  enanies  an  unguarded 
flank.  Triumphalism  cheats 
*he  triumphant  of  their 
triumph. 

A  famous  example  occurred 
at  the  Sheffield  rally,  days 
■  before  Labour  were  (as  they 
beKeyted)  to  win  the  1992 
.election.  There  was  much 
pushing  the  air  and  arriving 
}n  helicopters.  -Well  be  the 
judge  of  that,"  thought  the 


receives  education  in  vanity  of  pride 


voters.  It  was  .  only  when 
Labour  seemed  do  course  in 
win  that  the  voters  resolved  to 
knock  them  off  it  Days  before, 
in  an  excess  of  confidence. 
Shadow  Chancellor  John 
Smith  had  actually  told  them 
he  was  going  to  put  up  taxes. 

Premature  triumphalism 
has  surfaced  again  more  re¬ 
cently.  With  “new"  Labour 
scoring  a  famous  victory  over 
Clause  4,  and  their  party 
surging  ahead  in  the  polls,  die 
Biamte  modernisers  begin  to. 
assume  that  the  press  will  feed 
from  their  hands,  dial  the 
public  does  not  wish  to  know 
about  gaps  between  preaching 
and  practice,  and  that  the 
“old"  Parliamentary  Labour 
Party  can  be  herded  around 
like  sheep  by  Mr  Blairt  young 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


lads  and  Lassies.  "Who  cares," 
reason  the  •  modernisers, 
“where  we  send  our  children 
to  school?  Mind  your  own 
business."  Mr  Blair  starts 
prefixing  his  answers  to  inter¬ 
viewers  with  a  spoken  “Look" 
and  an  unspoken  "stupid”. 

Pride.  Last  weekend  came 
the  fall  By  Tuesday  Blair  was 
in  serious  trouble  at  Prime 
Minister's  Questions. 

Nobody,  however,  could  call 
him  faint-hearted:  he  has  the 
opposite  problem.  .On  Wed¬ 
nesday  he  led  an  audacious 
fightbad,  knocking  the  sheep 


Major  moves  to 
assure  Bruton 
over  assembly 

By  Nicholas  Wood,  Nicholas  Wattano  Michael  Binyon 


JOHN  MAJOR  took  action 
yesterday  to  heal  a  serious  rift 
in  Anglo-Irish  relations 
caused  by  his  backing  for  an 
elected  body  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

The  Prime  Minister  wrote  to 
John  Bruton,  the  Irish  Prime 
Minister,  assuring  him  that  he 
was  not  seeking  to  revive  a 
Stormont-style  assembly  in 
which  Unionists  always  had 
the  whiphand. 

The  letter  followed  a  warn¬ 
ing  from  Mr  Bruton  against 
taking  “unilateral  action"  and 
a  claim  by  his  deputy,  Dick 
Spring,  that  Mr  Major  was 
going  down  a  cul  de  sac.  A 
senior  Irish  official  accused 
Britain  of  throwing  the  Mitch¬ 
ell  report  “into  the  bin". 

According  to  a  ministerial 
source  in  Dublin,  Mr  Bruton 
had  less  than  an  hour's  notice 
of  Mr  Major's  challenge  to 
Sinn  Fein  and  the  IRA  on 
Wednesday  to  disarm  or  take 
part  in  elections.  After  two 
years  of  dose  oo-operation 
between  the  two  prime  minis¬ 


ters.  the  unity  of  purpose  that 
had  driven  the  peace  process 
was  under  threat 

Dublin  was  furious  that  Mr 
Major,  without  the  customary 
consultation,  appeared  to  be 
erecting  a  new  precondition  to 
Sinn  Fein's  participation  in 
full  political  talks.  Ine  source 
accused  him  of  damaging  the 
peace  process. 

On  BBC  Radio,  Mr  Bruton' 
complained  that  he  had  been 
told  only  in  general  terms 
about  Mr  Major's  initiative. 
"We  cannot  have  any  unilater¬ 
al  derision  on  a  matter  of  this 
nature,''  he  said. 

But  Downing  Street  denied 
that  Mr  Major  had  tried  to 
“bounce"  Mr  Bruton  into  sup¬ 
porting  an  elected  body.  Offici¬ 
als  said  that  talk  of  a  rift  was 
“overblown" .  and  that  Mr 
Major  had  set  out  the  main 
points  of  his  Commons  state¬ 
ment  in  a  35-minute  telephone 
conversation  with  the  Irish 
leader  the  night  before. 

In  his  letter  yesterday.  .  Mr 
Major  told  Mr  Bruton  that  he 


Labour  highlights 
nationalist  fears 


LABOUR  leaders  yesterday 
distanced  themselves  from 
John  Major's  call  for  an 
elected  body  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  (Nicholas  Wood  writes). 

In  remarks  that  raised  a 
question  mark  over  the  Oppo¬ 
sition’s  staunchly  bipartisan 
approach.  Marjorie  Mowlam, 
Shadow  Northern  Ireland 
Secretary,  highlighted  nation¬ 
alist  fears  that  the  body  might 
herald  a  return  to  tile  days  of 
unionist  domination.  In  the 
Commons  she  told  Sir  Patrick 
Mayhew,  the  Northern  Ire¬ 


land  Secretary,  that  the  an¬ 
nouncement  had  generated  a 
“worrying  air  of  distrust  and  a 
lade  of  confidence”. 

She  asked  him  to  allay  those 
fears  by  making  dear  that 
movement  towards  such  a 
body  would  go  ahead  only 
with  the  agreement  of  all 
parties.  Her  remarks  came 
after  John  Hume,  leader  of  the 
mainly  nationalist  SDLP,  held 
a  private  meeting  with  Tony 
Blair  to  press  his  point  that  the 
Mitchell  report  was  the  way 
ahead. 


into  line  behind  him.  That 
afternoon  Harriet  Hannan 
carried  all  before  her  in  a 
triumphant  Commons  per¬ 
formance. 

Ah!  That  word  again.  Did 
Mr  Blair,  offering  up  a  prayer 
of  thanks  for  his  deliverance, 
resolve  to  tread  a  little  more 
carefully  for  a  while?  Did  he 
heck!  By  yesterday  morning, 
as  he  surveyed  the  “Blair 
'  crushes  revolt”  headlines,  the 
labour  leader  became  super: 
confident 

His  fightback  was  now  un¬ 
stoppable.  Spitting  at  adversi¬ 


ty,  he  would  tum.it- into  an 
advance.  At  PM*5  Questions 
he  would  actually  choose  Edu¬ 
cation  for  his  attack  on  the 
Tories. 

By  no  means  was  this  forced 
on  him.  The  first  question  was 
from  a  Labour  backbencher. 
Barry  Sheerman.  Thus  the 
PM  could  be  steered .  off 
schools  (Sheerman  chose  the 
CBQ  leaving  Blair,  when  he 
rose,  with  a  free  choice  of 
sutgect 

If  Blair  had  asked  about 
cancer  wards  and  Major  had 
turned  his  reply  to  St  Olave's 
school,  the  House  would  have 
felt  demeaned,  the  PM  wrong¬ 
footed.  We  would  have 
groaned. 

But  Blair  chose  schools. 
Major  oould  not  believe  his 


lurid  All  those  pre-polished 
killer  fads  about  Labour's 
education  polity  and.  alleged 
double  standards  could  be 
used.  Revelling  in  the  cheers 
Major  redoubled  the  attack, 
more  assured  with  every  hit 

This  was  John  Major's  best 
PM’s  Questions  ever.  Back¬ 
benchers  rose  to  cheer.  He  left 
to  a  display  erf  Order  Ftipos 
fluttering  like  flags  on  a  Tibet¬ 
an  temple.  Suddenly,  the  Tory 
vipers  slither  over  themselves 
to  patronise  their  leader.  In  his 
Sourer  moods,  Mr  Major 
might  echo  Dr  Johnson: 

“Js  not  a  Patron.  My  Lord, 
one  who  looks  with  unconcern 
on  a  Man  struggling  for  Life 
•  in  the  Water,  and  when  he  has 
reached  ground  encumbers 
him  with  Help 7*- 


wanted  to  work  with  him  In 
persuading  all  parties  to  hon¬ 
our  the  sue  principles  on 
democracy  and  non-violence 
set  out  in  the  Mitchell  report. 
He  said  that  the  sole  purpose 
of  his  initiative  was  to  get  all 
parties  around  the  table  as  a 
prelude  to  starting  all-party 
talks  on  the  future  of  Northern 
Ireland,  with  which  decom¬ 
missioning  of  terrorist  weap¬ 
ons  oould  run  in  parallel 
Mr  Major  and  Sir  Patrick 
Mayhew,  the  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  Secretary,  sought  to  calm 
the  dispute  fay  emphasising 
that  Britain  was  not  trying  to 
impose  a  solution  on  the 
conflictmgparties  in  Northern 
Ireland.  They  pointed  to  two 
roads  to  peace  —  agreement 
by  Sinn  Fan  that  the  IRA 
would  soap  some  of  Its  weap¬ 
ons  before  all-party  talks,  or 
early  elections  to  a  body  that 
would  supply  the  negotiators 
for  all-party  talks  without 
prior  decommissioning.  They 
denied  that  Britain  had  reject¬ 
ed  tiie  Mitchell  report,  which 
has  proposed  a  compromise 
formula  in  which  aD-party 
talks  and  decommissioning 
run  in  paraBeL 
Dublin  was  angry  because 
it  believed  that  the  Mitchell 
report's  recommendation  that 
political  parties  in  Northern 
Ireland  should  renounce  vio¬ 
lence  would  bolster  the  peace 
process.  Sources  said  that 
although  the  Mitchell  recom¬ 
mendations  presented  a  chall¬ 
enge  to  Sinn  Fan,  tile  party 
might  eventually  accept  them. 
Mr  Major's  plans  for  an 
assembly,  however,  would 
make  it  difficult  to  sell  the 
Mitchell  report  to  Sinn  Fein 
because  the  party  could  right¬ 
ly  claim  that  it  was  worthless. 

Leading  article,  page  17 


ly  la«ei 

school 


^Hite 
Maim 

White 
Tel  Ho.  883  676f 


Lionel  Warne,  head  teacher  of  White  Hart  Lane,  outside  the  school  yesterday 

Grant  children’s  school 
upset  at  MP’s  criticism 


By  Staft  Reporters 

CRITICISM  of  his  children's 
inner  dty  comprehensive  edu¬ 
cation  by  tiie  Labour  MP 
Bemie  Grant  drew  an  angry 
reaction  from  teachers  at  their 
school  yesterday.  Lionel 
Warne,  head  teacher,  said  the 
Tottenham  MP  hbd  apolog¬ 
ised  for  suggesting  the  school 
had  failed  his  three  sons. 

White  Hart  Lane  School,  in 
Mr  Grant's  north  London 
constrtutency.  has  the  ninth 
worst  academic  record  in  the 
country,  with  37  per  cent  of  16- 
yeapdds  Ming  to  obtain  a 
single  GCSE  last  year. 

Mr  Grant  is  said  to  have 
told  a  parliamentary  party 
meeting  on  Wednesday  mean¬ 
ing  that  he  regretted  sending 
his  children  to  a  local  school. 
He  criticised  the  standards  of 
education  in  his  constituency 
and  across  London,  claiming 
it  was  a  “disgrace." 

Sharon  Lawrence,  his  part- 


Grant  was  said  to  be 
"talking  generally” 

ner  and  spokeswoman,  yester¬ 
day  denied  reports  that  he  had 
considered  sending  the  boys  to 
private  school.  “He's  never 
involved  the  children  in  poli¬ 
tics  and  he's  certainly  not 
going  to  now,”  she  said. 

"He  was  talking  generally 
about  inner  city  eomprehen- 
sives  and  some  of  the  serious 


problems  that  they  have. 
What  he  was  not  doing  was 
particularly  targeting  that 
school.  He  certainly  does  not 
believe  in  private  education. 
He  would  never  have  sent  his 
chfldren  to  a  private  school.” 

Mr  Grant*  18-year-old  son, 
Jimmy,  passed  half  a  dozen 
GCSEs  and  is  studying  three 
A  levels  at  White  Hart  Lane, 
with  the  help  of  two  hours’ 
private  tuition  a  week  at  E2D 
an  hour. 

Steven,  20.  is  unemployed, 
having  attended  a  design 
course.  Jimmy's  twin  brother 
Alex  is  studying  catering  at 
Southgate  College. 

Mr  Warne.  53,  head  teacher 
for  13  years,  said  the  83  Staff 
members  sent  him  a  letter  of 
protest  after  an  emergency 
meeting  at  the  schooL  "I  think 
they  are  hurt  and  I  think  they 
are  quite  angry.  They  do  not 
understand  why  he  should 
have  attacked  us  or  them,  or 
the  school." 


Prince  wins  few  allies 
in  millennium  call 

Chnrdbt  leaders  advised  the  Prince  of  Wales 
against  pursuing  a  mfitauunni  crusade  to  bmld  more 
churches  and  mosques.  Huy  said  that  with  congregations 
foffiag  there  were  enough  empty  pews.  What  was  necu 

was  a  year  of  spiritual  rencwaL  .  _ _ 

.  Bishop  Pfaifip  Pargeter,  who  represents  the_Roman 
Catholic  Church  on  The  National  Mfficnnium  Cpflums- 
sion,  said:  “We  are  much  more  concerned  about ,  looking 
after  the  needs  of  tiie  poor  than  budding  a  new  cathedral. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Muslim  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
said  drat  their  religion  forbade  them  from  accepting  money 
raised  by  the  National  Lottery.  The  Millennium  Commis¬ 
sion  insisted  its  proposals  had  a  spiritual  element. 

Victims  tested  for  drugs 

Adults  killed  in  road  crashes  will  be  tested  for  drugs  from 
July  because  of  fears  that  Illegal  abuse  is  one  of  the  biggest 
angle  causes  of  serious  traffic  accidents.  The  t*^f'?ear 
programme  could  lead  to  roadside  police  checks  for  drug 
abuse  by  early  neat  century.  Andrew  Howard,  AA  bead  or 
road  safety;  said:  "Drivers  should  remember  any  drug 
could  have  an  adverse  effect  on  driving  ability." 

Police  pay  £90,000 

dare  Roberts.  31,  a  trainee  solicitor,  and  two  photogra¬ 
phers,  Malcolm  Glover  and  Paul  Demuth,  both  40.  were 
awarded  more  than  £90,000  by  police  after  alleging  assault 
false  imprisonment  and  malicious  prosecution  following 
an  incident  when  Mr  Demuth  emptied  a  tiny  amount  of 
cannabis  from  a  matchbox  in  Soho.  The  Metropolitan 
Police  denied  liability. 

Helicopter  crash  verdict 

An  RAF  helicopter  crash  in  which  three  teenage  air  cadets 
died  was  "a  completely  unforeseen  and  unanticipated 
event",  a  coroner  said  yesterday.  Dewi  Pritchard-Jones 
recorded  verdicts  of  accidental  death  on  the  victims  of  the 
crash,  in  August  1993.  after  a  two-day  inquest  at  Uandudno, 
Gwynedd.  He  praised  the  resourcefulness  of  the  surviving 
cadet;  Sarah  Coker,  19.  The  three  crew  also  survived. . 

Tarantula’s  lottery  trick 

As  lottery  fever  sweeps  Britain  with  a  record  double 
rollover  jackpot  exceeding  E425  million  expected  this 
weekend,  bizarre  methods  are  being  used  to  pick  possible 
winning  numbers.  A  lemur  at  London  Zoo  was  given  49 
numbered  bananas  to  choose  from,  parrots  have  picked 
out  numbered  peanuts,  and  one  man  picked  numbers  by 
letting  a  tarantula  crawl  ou  his  payslip. 

Youth  wins  apology 

Magistrates,  lawyers  and  police  have  apologised  to  a  teen¬ 
ager  whose  eight-mo nih-old  conviction  for  trespass  was 
quashed  when  it  was  accepted  that  another  youth  had  given 
his  name  and  address.  David  Watson,  17,  of  Gateshead. 
Tyne  and  Wear,  was  convicted  in  his  absence  by  North 
Shields  Youth  Court  and  fined  E40  for  trespassing  on  the 
Metro  line.  Police  have  promised  an  inquiry. 

Jet  took  wrong  path 

A  British  Airways  jumbo  jet  tried  to  land  at  an  RAF  base 
after  mistaking  it  for  an  international  airport  three  miles 
away,  it  emerged  yesterday.  The  empty  Boeing 747  was  on  a 
flight  from  Heathrow  to  BA’s  maintenance  depot  at  Cardiff 
bat  took  an  incorrect  path  towards  RAF  St  Athan.  The 
incident  came  to  light  when  tiie  Air  Accident  Investigation 
Board  confirmed  feat  it  had  begun  an  inquiry. 

Russian  deal  takes  root 

Gardeners  win  soon  be  able  to  buy  seeds  by  mall  order 
from  the  Russian  Imperial  collection  at  the  St  Petersburg 
Botanic  Gardens  through  a  deal  struck  with  a  British 
gardening  dub.  The  National  Plant  Club,  based  in 
Taunton,  Somerset;  said  the  collection,  founded  in  1714  by 
-Peter  the  Great  would  provide  seeds  of  rare  plants  never 
before  seen  in  tiie  Wed: 
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Continued  from  page  I 
religious  faith.  Tie  judgment 
published  by  the  court  states 
that  Mr  David,  who  belongs 
to  a  Sephardi  synagogue  in 
northwest  London,  was  sum¬ 
moned  to  the  federation  three 
times  at  his  former  wife's 
request  He  refused. 

After  the  final  summons  in 
March  1995  he  was  given  a 
warning  that  if  he  persisted  in 
his  refusal  to  comply  with  the 
courts,  he  would  be  formally 
placed  in  contempt  or  niduL 
Mrs  David  was  authorised  to 
publicise  the  punishment  and 
seek  the  assistance  of  the  dvil 
courts. 

Mrs  David,  a  buyer  for  a 
medical  equipment  company, 
said:  “As  far  as  I  am  con¬ 
cerned  my  divorce  in  the  dvil 
courts  means  nothing  to  me.  1 
was  married  through  a  reli¬ 
gious  ceremony  and  the  only 
ay  1  can  get  out  is  through  my 
religion-” 

The  case  is  highlighted  in 
the  Jewish  Chronicle  today. 

Dayan  Berd  Berkovits,  of 
the  Federation,  said  that  ostra¬ 
cism  is  the  equivalent  to 
contempt  in  a  civil  court  He 
said:  “We  have  no  means  of 
etibrring  this  but  religious 
Jews  would  tend  to  respect  it. 
It  is  a  very  unusual  step  to 
take.  U  will  go  on  until  he 
purges  his  contempt." 

Last  year,  Jewish  women 
chained  themselves  to  the 
offices  of  the  Chief  Rabbi  as  a 
protest  against  being  trapped 
in  marriages  that  the  dvil 
divorce  courts  have  already 
declared  are  over. 

Dr  Julian  Shindler,  director 
of  marriage  authorisation  in 
the  Chief  Rabbi’s  office,  said: 
"The  Chief  Rabbi  feds  very 
strongly  there  are  certain  situ¬ 
ations  we  cannot  do  very, 
much  about  At  the  very  least 
we  can  show,  at  the  communal 
level,  our  support  for  a  woman 
who  may  be  trapped  in  this 
situation." 

Mr  David  was  unavailable 
for  comment  last  nighL 


vision 

By  Jill  Sherman 

THE  Confederation  of  British 
Industry  and  two  of  Britain’s 
biggest  companies  have  given 
their  backing  to  Labour's  idea 
of  a  "stakeholder”  economy. 

Adair  Turner,  CBI  director- 
general,  said  yesterday  it  was 
vital  to  ensure  that  a  return  to 
rising  real  incomes  did  not 
lead  to  a  pay-price  spiral. 
Rewards  had  to  be  linked  to 
productivity  and  performance. 

“It  may  sound  like  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  blindingly  obvious 
or  some  kind  of  mythical 
Utopia.  But  we  must  develop  a 
framework  giving  employees 
opportunities,  prospects  and 
participation  in  the  economy's 
success;  dare  1  say,  a  stake¬ 
holding,"  Mr  Turner  said. 

Sir  Michael  Perry;  chair¬ 
man  of  Unilever,  says  the 
group  has  developed  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  giving  employees  hav¬ 
ing  a  stake  in  their  companies 
over  many  years.  In  an  article 
in  The  Times  today.  Sir  Mich¬ 
ael  says  he  has  no  intention  of 
"wandering  far  into  the  pre¬ 
election  minefield  of  contro¬ 
versial  social  idea"  but  he 
points  out  that  "stakeholding" 
had  a  well-defined  meaning  in 
business  theoiy.-  - 

Martin  Taylor,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Barclays  pic.  welcomed 
Mr  Blair’s  recognition  of  the 
importance  of  shareholding. 
Mr  Taylor  emphasised  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  bank’s 
employees  already  had  a  stake 
in  the  company.  “I  think  the 
interesting  thing  about  what 
Blair  is  saying  is  that  he  is 
accepting  the  enormous  im¬ 
portance  of  shareholders." 

Unions'  welcome,  page  26 


Now  homeowners 
can  borrow  up  to 
£15,000  by  phone 
and  receive  a 
cheque  in  days 

Now  there  is  a  simple,  straightforward  way  to  borrow  up  to 
£15,000,  whether  it  be  to  improve  your  home  or  make  a  dream 
come  true.  With  the  new  Alliance  &  Leicester  Homeowners  Loan 
there  are  no  administration  costs  or  survey  fees 
and  with  our  attractive  low'  interest  rates  this  really  is  the 
affordable  way  to  borrow  a  larger  sum.  Moreover  there 
are  no  interviews  and  you  can  normally  have  an  'in  principle' 
decision  over  the  phone  in  minutes.  Phone  us  today! 


Borrow  from  £5,000  -  £15,000  and  repay  over  5-10  years. 
Interest  rate  from  11.75%  APR  (Variable) 
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Give  me  the  boring  life, 


Atkinson:  no  strong  feelings 
and  no  bobbies  except  TV 


By  Daly  a  Auserge 
ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  surprise  winner  of  the 
Whitbread  Book  or  the  Year 
award.  Kale  Atkinson,  won  the 
support  of  eight  of  the  nine  judges 
for  her  first  novel.  Behind  the 
Scenes  at  the  Museum,  it  emerged 
yesterday. 

Ms  Atkinson,  44.  who  is  twice- 
divorced  with  a  daughter  bom 
each  marriage,  has  been  turned 
from  a  struggling  writer  into  a 
literary  star  by  the  £21.000  award. 
She  saidTI  didn’t  sleep  last  night  I 
kept  tossing  and  turning,  thinking 
'My  goodness  roe’.  It’s  a  bit 
unreal." 

The  chronicle  of  working-class 


Yorkshire  life  won  over  the  judges 
despite  strong  competition  from 
Salman  Rushdie's  acclaimed  The 
Maoris  Last  Sigh  and  Roy  Jen¬ 
kins’s  much-praised  biography  of 
Gladstone.  Rachel  Cusk.  the  novel¬ 
ist.  was  among  judges  who  cham¬ 
pioned  Ms  Atkinson’s  cause.  She 
said:  "It  is  a  great  book,  already 
number  five  in  the  bestseller  list. 
Word  is  gening  out." 

Another  judge.  Jane  Asher,  the 
actress,  felt  it"  was  “remarkably 
good  and  beautifully  written",  and 
Candia  McWilliam,  the  writer, 
said  it  made  her  laugh  and  cry. 
Only  Julian  Critchley,  the  writer 
and  Tory  MP.  was  convinced  that 
Jenkins  should  take  the  prize.  He 
said  that  he  had  “struggled  grim- 


says  literary  world’s  newest  star 


!y"  with  Ms  Atkinson’s  book  but  “it 
wasn’t  my  cup  of  tea". 

The  winner  insisted  that  only 
certain  passages  of  the  book  were 
from  her  own  life.  A  medical  and 
surgical  shop  was  just  like  one  that 
her  parents  used  to  run. 

As  far  as  she  knows,  there  are  no 
writers  in  her  family.  Her  father, 
like  generations  before  him.  had 
previously  worked  down  the 
mines  around  Doncaster. 

Ms  Atkinson  said  that  she  does 
not  feel  strongly  about  anything, 
so  relatively  little  about  herself 
emerges  in  either  the  plot  or  the 
characters.  “Perhaps  I’m  beyond 
strong  feelings."  she  said.  Her 
evenings  are  spent  at  home  in  the 
“less  fashionable"  part  of  Edin¬ 


burgh.  watching  television.  She 
describes  herself  as  a  loner  who 

needs  her  space  and  is  prohahly 
difficult  to  live  with.  “I've  given  up 
on  hobbies.  Now  I  do  nothing.  I 
lead  a  really  boring  life." 

She  noted  that  the  press  cover¬ 
age  of  her  win  failed  to  paint  an 
entirely  accurate  picture:  with  a 
little  artistic  licence  they  described 
her  as  a  former  chambermaid. 
However  much  that  enhanced  the 
fairy-tale's  happy  ending,  it  was  no 
more  than  a  student  job  between 
school  and  university. 

Although  her  parents  gave  her  a 
happy  childhood  in  York,  she  was 
an  “an  unhappy  child"  an  only 
child.  "I'm  just  not  a  cheerful 
person."  she  said.  “I  was  quite  a 


depressive  child.  I've  got  more 
cheerful  as  I’ve  gone  on.  Some 
children  are." 

They  were  a  dose  family,  yet  she 
does  not  believe  the  experience  of 
two  divorces  has  influenced  her 
disillusionment  with  the  family  as 
a  vital  unit  in  society.  “The  family 
is  overrated.  We  hear  so  much 
about  (he  family,  especially  from 
the  Government,  as  something 
that  will  save  society.  It  argues  that 
the  family  is  the  moral  centre  to 
our  lives.  But  families  are  not  in 
themselves  natural. 

"We  were  meant  to  be  part  of 
niuch  larger  units.  Families  can 
destroy  the  sense  of  community. 
Most  have  failed  marriages.  More 
than  SO  per  cent  live  in  single 


households."  She  argued  that 
children  do  not  suffer  with  only 
one  parent  “i  brought  up  two 
happy,  well-adjusted  children  who 
haven’t  needed  two  parents."  Her 
eldest  daughter  is  21.  a  student 
deciding  on  her  career  path:  the 
youngest  is  15. 

After  graduating  from  Dundee 
University  herself  in  1*374.  uncer¬ 
tain  of  her  career  path,  she  was 
employed  as  a  home  help,  as  a 
teacher  in  community  education, 
and  as  a  writer  of  short  stories  for 
women’s  magazines.  Her  writing 
career  took  off  in  I9SS  when  she 
won  a  Woman's  Own  short  slor> 
competition- 
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Fair  trial  impossible  because  of  12-year  gap  since  alleged  incidents 

Judge  frees  music 
teacher  accused 
of  sex  with  boys 


Valerie  Short,  whose  future  with  her  school  was  under  discussion  yesterday 


Kit  to  test 
children 
for  drugs 
attacked 

By  Adrian  Lee 

A  MAIL-ORDER  swab  which 
allows  parents  to  test  if  their 
children  are  using  drugs  came 
under  attack  when  it  was 
launched  yesterday. 

The  marketers  of  the  £32 
Drug  Alert  product,  which 
detects  traces  of  all  well- 
known  drugs,  denied  trying  to 
profit  from  recent  tragedies. 
Advertising  posters  will  show 
a  dealer  standing  at  the  gates 
of  a  school. 

The  parents  of  Leah  Betts, 
the  teenager  who  died  after 
taking  Ecstasy,  said  the  kit 
should  be  “used  with  caution". 

The  3  in  square  swab  can  be 
wiped  across  dothes,  furni¬ 
ture,  telephones  or  a  child's 
hands  and  sent  to  a  laboratory 
for  analysis.  Parents  are  given 
a  confidential  report  which,  if 
positive,  includes  advice  and 
telephone  numbers  for  help 
agendes. 

Ken  Lodge,  managing  direc¬ 
tor  of  Drug  Alert  at  Chigwell, 
Essex,  said:  "This  is  not  spy¬ 
ing.  The  kit  can  be  used 
covertly,  in  bedrooms  or  on 
storage  units,  but  also  with 
the  '  agreement  of  the 
child." 

Leah  Bens’  stepmother  Ja¬ 
net.  of  Latchingdon.  Essex, 
said:  “I  think  it  should  only  be 
used  as  a  last  resort  but  there 
is  a  danger  it  could  become  a 
substitute  for  a  rapport 
between  parents  and  children. 

“1  asked  my  19-year-old 
daughter  Cindy  how  she 
would  react  and  she  went 
loopy  It’s  a  bit  like  reading 
your  kid's  diary." 

Sally  Tavlorson,  adviser  on 
drugs  in  schools  for  the  coun¬ 
selling  organisation  Release, 
dismissed  the  kits  as  “ludi¬ 
crous"  and  of  limited  use. 
~ There  are  a  million  and  one 
drug  organisations  in  the 
phone  book  which  will  give 
any  parent  the  advice  and  help 
they  need."  she  said. 

The  kit.  which  originated  in 
the  United  States,  could  also 
be  used  in  the  workplace, 
according  to  the  marketers. 


A  MUSIC  teacher  accused  of 
giving  sexual  favours  to 
under-age  boys  walked  free 
from  court  yesterday  after  a 
judge  accepted  that  although 
there  was  a  clear  case  against 
her  it  would  be  unfair  to 
proceed. 

Valerie  Short  41.  was  al¬ 
leged  to  have  taken  part  in 
ooe-to-one  and  group  sexual 
encounters  with  boys  aged  13 
to  15  from  a  London  youth 
orchestra  that  she  helped  to 
run.  They  took  place  when  the 
orchestra  was  on  tour,  after 
music  lessons  at  her  house 
and  even  at  one  boy’s  home 
while  his  parents  were  in.  it 
was  alleged. 

“This  teacher  made  herself 
available  to  boys.  It  was 
widely  known  among  the 
youngsters  she  mixed  with." 
Miranda  Moore,  for  the 
prosecution,  told  Woolwich 
Crown  Court.  southeast 
London. 

But  after  two  days  of  legal 
argument  Judge  Brian  Pryor 
said  it  would  be  unfair  to 
proceed  with  a  trial  because 
the  alleged  incidents  took 
place  between  10  and  12  years 
ago.  He  accepted  the  defence’s 
argument  that  Miss  Short 
would  not  receive  a  fair  trial 
because  of  the  difficulties  in 
tracing  witnesses  and  evi¬ 
dence  that  would  back  her 
denial  of  the  allegations. 

The  judge  said  thar  it  was 
dear  that  none  of  the  three 
boys  who  made  the  allegations 
had  suffered  psychological 
problems  as  a  result  of  sexual 
activity  “which  they  had  clear¬ 
ly  enjoyed".  He  was  also 
critical  of  the  fact  that  the 
allegations  were  made  only 
after  the  main  complainant. 
Mr  G,  attended  a  twi>day 


By  Joanna  Bale 

child  abuse  workshop  while 
studying  clinical  psychology 
at  Oxford  and  dedded  that  he 
should  speak  out.  allegedly  to 
protect  others. 

Judge  Pryor  commented: 
“His  reasons  are  certainly 
understandable  but  it  isn’t 
something  one  would  have 
thought  that  he  couldn’t  have 
realised  for  himself  long 
before." 

Miss  Short,  of  Blackheath. 
southeast  London,  denied  five 
counts  of  indecent  assault 
against  the  hoi's.  Pending 
trial  she  was  suspended  from 
her  post  as  music  teacher  at 
the  John  Roan  School. 
Blackheath,  wliich  she  joined 
after  the  alleged  incidents 
were  said  to  have  taken  place. 

In  a  statement  read  out  in 
court  one  alleged  victim.  Mr 
D.  described  an  assault  which 
took  place  after  a  violin  lesson 
at  Miss  Short’s  flat  “After  the 
lesson  Val  went  into  her 
bedroom  and  watched  tele¬ 
vision.  I  came  in  and  lay  next 
to  her  on  the  bed  and  f  started 
fondling  her.  She  didn’t  make 
any  effort  to  undress  me  but 
she  put  her  hands  down  my 
trousers." 

Afterwards  she  allegedly 
told  Mr  D:  “You  are  a  naughty 
boy.” 

The  same  man  alleged  that 
on  another  occasion  he  be¬ 
came  involved  in  a  group  sex 
session  with  Miss  Short  and 
other  boys.  Mr  D  later  said:  "I 
did  it  because  I  wanted  to.  ! 
took  advantage  of  her." 

Ms  Moore  explained  that 
although  some  of  the  boys 
admitted  to  having  enjoyed 
their  experiences,  it  was  still 
an  offence  for  a  woman  to 
indulge  in  sexual  activity  with 
boys  under  16.  She’  said 


shame,  guilt  and  embarrass¬ 
ment  explained  why  it  had 
taken  until  last  year  for  a 
victim  to  contact  police,  add¬ 
ing:  “He  became  aware  of  how 
child  abuse  affects  not  only  the 
victim  but  the  abuser  and, 
bearing  in  mind  the  position 
the  lady  was  in.  something 
had  to  be  done." 

Judge  Pryor  said  witness 
statements  suggested  that 
when  boys  reached  the  age  of 
15  she  lost  interest  in  them  and 
turned  her  attention  to  others 
of  a  younger  age.  “The  picture 
that  emerges  is  of  a  practice 
that  went  on  over  many 
years."  he  said. 

None  of  the  witnesses  was 
called  to  give  evidence  or  face 
cross-examination.  According 
to  written  statements  another 
alleged  incident  took  place  at 
the  home  of  a  pupil.  Mr  C. 
during  the  latter  stages  of  a 
Christmas  drinks  party  in 
1963.  while  his  parents  were  in 
the  house.  One  witness,  Mr  L, 
described  how  Miss  Short 
took  off  her  underwear  and  let 
several  boys  touch  her  inti¬ 
mately. 

Other  incidents  were  said  to 
have  taken  place  during  an 
orchestra  nip  to  France.  Mr  D 
said  in  a  statement  to  police:  "1 
remember  Val  was  wearing 
some  outrageously  provoca¬ 
tive  clothes  including  short 
shorts.  It  was  always  common 
knowledge  within  the  orches¬ 
tra  that  Val  was  interested  in 
young  boys." 

Louis  French,  for  the  de¬ 
fence.  said  other  adults  con¬ 
nected  with  the  orchestra, 
including  the  conductor  and 
head  of  the  music  depa  rtment. 
told  police  that  they  were 
aware  of  gossip  surrounding 
Miss  Short,  but  never  saw  any 


improper  behaviour.  The 
head  of  department  had  been 
annoyed  by  it.  he  said. 

Judge  Pryor  commented;  “1 
am  surprised  that  head  ’  of 
department’s  annoyance  did¬ 
n’t  materialise  into  anything.’’ 

After  the  case  was  dismissed 
Miss  Short  in  a  statement 
read  by  her  solicitor,  Joyce 


Hitchman.  said:  “Miss  Short 
has  lived  with  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  and  distress  of  these 
allegations  for  almost  a  year. 
She  has  always  denied  them 
emphatically'.  She  now  wishes 
to  be  allowed  to  return  to 
normal  life.” 

Greenwich  Education  Au¬ 
thority  was  lasr  night  am  sid¬ 


ering  Miss  Short's  situation  at 
the  school.  Greenwich  Coun¬ 
cil  said:  "We  set  up  a  telephone 
helpline  to  find  out  more 
about  what  Miss  Short  might 
have  been  doing.  We  did  get 
one  call  from  a  parent  of  a 
pupil  who  is  still  at  the  school, 
but  they  did  not  want  to 
pursue  it." 


Husband 
‘poisoned 
by  dying 
bigamist’ 

By  Kate  Alderson 

A  DYING  woman  murdered 
the  wealthy  businessman  she 
had  bigumously  married  by 
poisoning  his  food  with  a 
lethal  mixture  of  her  own 
drugs,  a  court  was  told 
yesterday. 

Lynn  Lowry.  3*3.  a  cancer 
sufferer  with  between  three 
and  nine  months  to  live,  is 
accused  of  murdering  lan 
Whalley.  56.  her  third  hus¬ 
band,  by  poisoning  a  meal  of 
jacket  potatoes.  As  her  hus¬ 
bands  body  lay  undetected  at 
their  home.  Mrs  Lowry 
laughed  to  a  relative:  "No 
more  lan  —  now  I  am  free.” 

Mrs  Lnwey.  of  St  Helens. 
Merseyside,  made  a  second 
appearance  yesterday  before 
Huytnn  magistrates  accused 
of  her  husband's  murder. 

She  also  faces  two  charges 
of  maliciously  administering 
prescription  drugs  as  a  poison 
to  Mr  Whalley.  a  landscape 
gardener,  on  October  25  and 
November  6.  IW.  and  one  of 
biganiously  marrying  him  in 
Gibraltar  on  April  7.  IW. 
while  married  to  John  Lnwey. 
her  second  husband  and  the 
father  of  her  two  children. 

Their  “stormy"  relationship 
began  five  years  ago.  three 
years  after  Mr  Whalley ’s  wife 
died  of  cancer  Mr  Whalley 
was  found  dead  in  the  mobile 
home  the  couple  shared  on 
January  S  this  year.  Paul 
Becker,  for  the  prosecution, 
said  that  there  was  enough 
temazepam  in  Mr  Whalley  > 
blood  to  make  him  drowsy 
and  enough  morphine  to  kiil 
him.  Both  drugs  had  been 
prescribed  to  Mrs  Lowey.  who 
was  treated  for  cancer  of  the 
cervix  in  1*392.  The  cancer  has 
since  spread  to  her  lungs. 

Mr  Becker  said:  "She 
frequently  said  she  wished  Mr 
Whalley  dead  and  would  kill 
him  if  she  could  get  away  with 
it.  She  would  not  leave  him 
because  she  didn't  want  to  lose 
her  right  to  the  money.” 

The  case  was  adjourned  for 
a  week. 
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tuck  in  as  store  wars  turn  into  a  dog’s  dinner 


Bi  Cvru!  Mipcley 

DLSIGNEK  pel  foods  for  the  “less 
active"  cat  and  fhe  "more  mature" 
dug  were  launched  by  Sainshury's 
yesterday.  in  defy  American-based 
specialist  manufacturers  who  have 
refused  to  supply  the  main  super¬ 
market  chains. 

Britain's  growing  demand  for 
gourmet  and  specialist  per  foods 
ha*  become  such  an  important 
area  of  «he  market  that  Tesco  is 
considering  complaining  lu  (he 
Office  of  Fair  Trading  to  allege 
restrictive  practices  bv  manufactur¬ 
ers  who  prefer  to  supply  small 


outlets  such  as  veterinary  surger¬ 
ies.  John  Gildersltrve.  a  Tesco 
direcior.  said:  “We  can  only 
assume  they  want  in  maintain 
unnecessarily  high  prices." 

John  Ramsden.  a  director  for 
Sainshuiy's.  said:  “There  is  only 
one  subject  more  emotive  than  pet 
food  ami  that  is  baby  food." 

The  conflict  is  the  latest  turn  in 
the  nation's  seemingly  limitless 
budget  for  dining  pets.  Owners 
spend  about  £  1.3  billion  each  year 
un  pet  food.  Luxury  and  specialist 
varieties  account  for  about 
£750  million.  Apart  from  “super- 
premium"  and  “vitamin  enriched" 


meats  available  at  most  supermar¬ 
kets.  discerning  cals  and  dogs  can 
have  salmon  and  chive  (with  jelly), 
liver  sausage,  tuna  mousse,  canned 
pates  and  sugar-free  yoghurt 
drops.  There  arc  balanced  diets  for 
pregnant  bitches.  cheese»f!avoured 
crunch  ics  as  snacks  between 
meals,  and  vegetarian  food  for 
dogs. 

Sainsbury’s  new  Select  Diet 
range  of  II  products  claims  to  be 
scientifically  formulated  to  cater 
Tor  animals  at  different  stages  of 
their  lives,  with  a  growth  formula 
for  puppies,  older  dog  formula 
with  ‘’moderately  decreased  calo¬ 


ries  to  avoid  obesity",  and  a  high- 
energy-  food  for  working  dogs.  Mr 
Ramsden  said:  “Our  customers 
clearly  wanted  this  kind  of  product 
there  was  a  problem  with  supply, 
so  instead  of  bleating  about  it  we 
have  come  up  with  our  own." 

Among  the  independent  com¬ 
panies  refusing  to  supply  super¬ 
market  are  Hills  pel  food 
products.  Eukarruba  (Leanders) 
and  lams.  A  spokeswoman  for 
Hill's  said  yesterday:  “We  have  no 
comment  at  all  .  ” 

Pet  food  has  come  a  long  way 
since  the  turn  of  the  century,  when 
James  Sprati  arrived  in  London. 


spotted  puppies  eating  ship's  bis¬ 
cuits  on  the  quayside  and  Invented 
dog  biscuits.  Four  years  ago,  the 
world's  first  fast-food  restaurant 
for  dogs  opened  in  Toledo.  Ohio. 

Prices  for  some  pet  foods  can 
reach  human  proportions.  A  tin  of 
vegetarian  dog  food  is  42p.  against 
28p  for  a  tin  of  baked  beans.  Cat's 
milk  with  extra  vitamins  and 
reduced  lactol  is  45p  for  250mls, 
against  about  35p  for  a  pint  drunk 
by  humans.  Sugar-free  chocolate 
drops  and  yoghurt  drops  for  dogs 
are  £1.37  for  250g,  against  £1  JO  for 
the  same  weight  of  chocolate 
buttons  for  humans.  John 


Shan  key,  spokesman  for  Pets  at 
Home,  a  Cheshire-based  wholesal¬ 
er  and  distributor  which  operates 
16  pet  superstores  in  Britain,  said: 
"People  see  their  pets  as  part  of  the 
family  but  something  as  a  poor 
relation  because  they  cannot  speak 
for  themselves. 

"By  giving  them  luxury  foods  or 
a  healthy  diet  that  they  might  eat 
themselves,  they  Fed  they  are 
including  them  in  the  family  unit 
fn  supermarkets  people  spend 
more  time  choosing  pet  food  than 
any  other  product" 
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omputer  forecasts  of  global  warming  ‘proved  right’  as  area  the  size  of  Norfolk  vanishes 

“  jig— 1  Temperature  rise 
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JUST  turn  minutes  in  the  sun 
is  enough  to  start  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  wrinkle-producing 
chemicals  in  the  skin.  Ameri¬ 
can  scientists  report  today. 

Lnni:  before  the  skin  has 
even  reddened,  enzymes 
called  mclalloprotcinascs  a  re¬ 
produced  and  begin  degrad¬ 
ing  the  components  of  the 
skin  that  keep  it  looking 
plump  and  youthful. 

The  discovery  could  open 
up  ways  of  preventing  sun 
damage  to  the  skin,  by  block¬ 
ing  the  activity  of  the  en¬ 
zymes.  the  scientists  report  in 
Nature.  Dr  Gary  Fisher  and 
colleagues  at  the  University 
of  Michigan  Medical  School 
exposed  light-skinned  volun¬ 
teers  to  ultra  violet  light  from 
a  sunlamp.  To  guarantee  the 
skin  they  used  was  as  undam¬ 
aged  as  possible,  they  used 
the  buttocks. 

Within  minutes  of  sun  ex¬ 
posure.  they  found,  chemi¬ 
cals  known  as  transcription 
factors.  which  stimulate 
metalloproteinase  genes, 
flew  into  action.  Huge 
amounts  were  produced  in 
the  first  day  or  so. 

The  scientists  .say  that  ret in- 
oic  acid,  a  derivative  of  vita¬ 
min  A  used  to  treat  skin 
conditions  from  acne  to  wrin¬ 
kles.  prevents  the  production 
of  metalloproteinase?  when 
rubbed  on  the  skin. 
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Scores  of  ice  shelves  are  at  risk  of  disintegrating  if  temperatures  continue  to  i 
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By  Nick  Nuttall 

ENVIRONMENT 

CORRESPONDENT 

ICE  sheets  in  Antarctica  arc 
disappearing  at  an  alarming 
rate  as  rising  temperatures 
appear  to  confirm  fears  of 
global  warming. 

Researchers  at  the  British 
Antarctic  Survey  studying  the 
continent's  peninsula  found 
after  analysing  maps  and 
satellite  images  that  five  out  of 
nine  sheets  have  disintegrated 
in  the  past  five  decades,  in 
total  about  S.500  square 
kilometres  have  vanished,  an 
area  the  size  of  Norfolk. 

At  the  same  time  tempera¬ 
tures  have  risen  by  2.5C. 
broadly  in  line  with"  super¬ 
computer  forecasts  of  global 
warming  in  the  region,  caused 
by  man's  pollution.  The  scien¬ 
tists  claim  scores  of  other  ice 
shelves  will  be  at  risk  if 
temperatures  continue  to  rise. 

David  Vaughan,  a  glaciolo¬ 
gist  at  the  survey,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  the  retreat  of  the  icc 
shelves  might  be  part  of  a 
natural  cycle.  But  he  added: 
“It  might  also  be  a  first-class 
indicator  of  global  wanning 
...  something  significant  is 
dearly  happening  here." 

A  spokesman  said  only  a 
few  scientists  were  working  on 
the  area  and  that  parts  of  ice 
shelves  had  in  some  cases 
disappeared  almost  overnight, 
making  it  hard  to  notice  at  (he 
rime.  The  findings,  published 
today  in  Nature,  are  based  on 
studies  of  ice  shelves  on  the 
peninsula,  which  stretches 
southwest  from  the  main  land 
mass.  Last  February  research¬ 
ers  at  the  survey  announced  in 
77te  Times  that  a  giant  iceberg 
had  broken  free  from  a  disin¬ 
tegrating  pari  of  the  Larsen  ice 
shelf. 

The  findings  show  the  re¬ 
treat  of  the  ice  is  far  more 
widespread  and  heading  to- 

Driving 
test  chief 
to  forgo 
his  bonus 

Bv  Jonathan  Prunn 

TRANSPORT  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  head  oi"  the  Driving 
Standards  .Agency  wifi  not  be 
paid  his  £4.1* JO  performance 
bonus  this  year  because  of  a 
sharp  rise  in  waiting  times  for 
driving  tests. 

In  a  written  Commons  an¬ 
swer  SteM?  Norris,  the  Trans¬ 
port  Minister,  said  that  the 
salary  paid  to  Bernard  j 
Herdan.  appointed  chief  exec-  j 
utivc  of  ;hc  agency  Iasi  year, 
would  he  reduced  because  of  | 
the  'non-achievement"  of  ser-  * 
vice  targets.  J 

The  agency  has  been  strug-  ; 
alias  with  a  massive  surge  in  : 
application:,  triggered  by  the 
announcement  of  a  emu  pul-  J 
sory  writ icn  d rising  test  from  i 
July.  It  was  also  in  the  middle 
of  a  reorganisation.  The  I 
average  national  waiting  time 
for  tests  has  risen  to  mure  than 
~  -  weeks,  with  waiting  lists  of 
longer  than  ten  w  eeks  at  15  test  ! 
centres. 

Learner  drivers  have  also 
complained  about  lests  being 
cancelled  at  short  n*stice 
been  use  of  a  shortage  of  exam¬ 
iners:  lost  application  forms 
and  a  telephone  booking  ser- 
■ive  that  is  almost  permanem- 
l>  engaged.  The  agency  lost  its 
Chanermark  in  November  as 
a  result  of  the  failings. 

Mr  Herdan.  45.  is  paid  a 
basic  salary  of  E5Q.044  and  is 
ennlk-d  to  a  b'-nus  of  up  to  15 
per  cent,  uf  which  about  half. 
£4.000.  is  linked  to  meeting 
service  performance  targets. 

Sixty  extra  staff  were  beine 
taken  on  to  answer  telephone 
applications  and  pan-rime  ex¬ 
aminers  were  being  trained, 
Mr  Herdan  said.  i 
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Larsen  Inlet 
and  Larsen  A 
shelves 


wards  some  of  the  continent's 
bigger  shelves  such  as  the 
Ross  and  Rnnne.  Since  the 
1950s.  the  Prince  Gustav  chan¬ 
nel  ice  shelf  has  disappeared, 
as  have  the  Larsen  inlet  and 
Larsen  A  on  the  eastern  side. 
The  scientists  believe  the 
Larsen  B  shelf  is  now 
threatened. 

On  the  western  side  the 
Wordie  ice  shelf  has  disinte¬ 
grated  and  the  Muller  ice  shelf 
is  disintegrating.  The  Wilkins 
icc  shelf  in  .Alexander  Island 
just  off  the  peninsula  is  now 
also  threatened. 

The  studies  suggest  there  is 
an  average  annual  tempera¬ 
ture  of  -5C  above  which  ice 
shrives,  projections  of  sea  ice 
fed  by  glaciers  on  the  land, 
cannot  survive.  A  further  1C 
rise  is  likely  to  trigger  more 
disintegration  of  the  Larsen 
ice  shelf  and  could  begin 
affecting  the  George  VI  shelf 
further  south. 

Mr  Vaughan  said  they  be¬ 
lieved  they  were  close  to 
understanding  why  ice 
shelves  suddenly  collapse  as 
temperatures  rise. 

The  team  believe  the  melted 
water  percolates  through 
weak  spots  in  the  ice.  transfer¬ 
ring  heat  deep  into  the  frozen 
shelf.  Here  ir  causes  cracks 


and  fissures  that  accelerate  the 
process.  Melting  water  on  the 
surface  might  also  decrease 
the  reflectivity  of  the  ice. 
allowing  more  heat  to  be 
absorbed. 

A  further  disintegration  of 
the  ice  sheets  could  lead  to 
more  icebergs  in  the  southern 
seas,  increasing  threats  to 
shipping. 

But  penguins,  seals  and 
other  wildlife  could  benefit. 
They  lend  to  thrive  on  rocky 
areas  more  of  which  would  be 
exposed. 

Some  scientists  have  pre¬ 
dicted  that  as  Antarctica  melts 
sea  levels  will  rise.  But  Mr 
Vaughan  said  that  for  a 
signficant  impact  on  sea  lev¬ 
els.  the  Ross  and  Ronrte 
shelves  further  south  would 
have  to  go.  They  are  fed  by 
huge  ice  sheets  which,  run¬ 
ning  off  the  land,  would 
increase  the  volumes  of  the 
world's  seas. 

But  this  would  require  a 
further  rise  of  IOC  which,  at 
current  rates  or  warming, 
would  take  200  years. 

Mr  Vaughan  said  by  that 
time  the  world  would  be  in 
such  turmoil  that  sea  levels 
would  be  far  less  important 
than  the  ability  of  man  to  feed 
himself.  ! 
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Rapist  was 
trapped  by 
discarded 
shopping 

A  man  who  raped  a  teenage 
girl  at  a  recreation  ground 
was  caught  when  he  left  a 
cucumber  bearing  a  sticker  at 
the  scene.  Police  traced  the 
shop  from  which  _  it  was 
bought  and  seized  a  video  film 
showing  the  rapist  at  the  shop 
a  short  time  before  the  assault 
At  Winchester  Crown  Court 
yesterday  Ricki  Webster.  22. 
formerly  of  Calmore.  Hamp¬ 
shire,  admitted  raping  the  17- 
year-old  last  October.  The 
case  was  adjourned  for  reports. 

Body  sent  home 

The  body  of  Johanne 
Masheder.  23.  from  Wincle, 
Cheshire,  found  at  a  Thailand 
temple  last  month,  has  been 
flown  home  after  an  autopsy 
determined  that  she  died  from 
a  blow  to  the  head.  A  Buddhist 
monk  has  been  arrested. 

Absent  winners 

Lottery  prizes  worth  £20  mil¬ 
lion  are  waiting  to  be  claimed, 
including  £94.000  for  a  ticket 
bought  in  Oldham  last  August 
whose  owner  has  just  two 
weeks  left  to  acL  After  ISO 
days,  the  money  plus  interest 
goes  to  good  causes. 

I VF  discoveiy 

Scientists  at  University  Coll¬ 
ege  London  have  identified  the 
protein  in  sperm  that  triggers 
the  transformation  of  a  fertil¬ 
ised  egg  into  an  embryo.  They 
believe  the  discovery  may 
improve  the  rate  of  in-vitro 
fertilisation. 

Killer  on  run 

A  murderer  is  on  the  run  after 
being  allowed  to  leave  an  open 
prison  for  an  unescorted  shop¬ 
ping  trip.  Alan  Hirst.  40.  who 
killed  a  clergyman,  was  15 
years  into  a  life  sentence  at 
Sudbury.  Derbyshire.  He  may- 
have  headed  for  L/mdon. 

Appeal  total 

The  Times  Christmas  Appeal 
raised  EIOO.535  for  the  Royal 
Marsden  Hospital  children's 
cancer  unit.  A  hospital  spokes¬ 
man  said:  “We  are  immensely 
grateful  to  all  the  Times  read¬ 
ers  who  have  contributed  so 
generously." 


□  Mr  Ibrahim  Hewitt  is  the 
development  officer  of  the 
Association  of  Muslim 
Schools  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom  and  Eire  (report,  January 
22). 

□  KPMG,  the  accountancy 
firm  (article,  January  17).  was 
founded  in  1867;  Sir  William 
Barclay  Peat  joined  the  part¬ 
nership  in  1870. 

O  Today  is  the  200th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Robert  Burns’s  death, 
not  his  birth  as  stated  in  an 
artide  yesterday. 


GALL  THE  WORLD 
A  FEW  BOB  LESS 


Kelvin:  spikes  fell  out 

MP  tackles 
a  prickly 
problem 

By  Pai  l  Wilkinson 


KELVIN  the  hedgehog  is 
feding  the  cold  more  than 
most.  He  is  partly  bald. 
Animal  welfare  workers  have 
given  him  a  woolly  coat  until 
the  rest  of  his  spines  grow 
back. 

Kelvin  was  a  victim  of  the 
kind  of  attack  that  a  Private 
Member's  Bill  to  be  dis¬ 
cussed  lu  morrow  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  seeks  to  outlaw.  Youths 
in  a  school  playground 
sprayed  him  with  red  paint 
and  the  toxins  caused  his 
«pike<  to  fall  out. 

.Alan  Meale.  the  Labour 
MP  for  Mansfield,  will  intro¬ 
duce  his  Wild  Mammals 
(Protection)  Bill.  which 
would  make  if  an  offence  to 
“mutilate,  kick,  beak  nail  or 
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otherwise  impale,  stab.  bum. 
crush,  drown,  drag  or  as- 

nhvvifflp"  anv  wiTrl  m^fnrc 

0800  376  66  66 

piIjAjulv  OTKIT  TVflAU  UlULUlC. 

Bui  unless  the  Bill  attracts 
government  support  it  is  un- 

S3  3B  i«al 

likely  to  progress  far. 

The  Hedgehog  Hospital  at 
Hull  is  treating  Kelvin  with 
the  ointment  propolis,  made 
by  bees,  to  stop  his  skin  going 
dry.  and  feeding  him  with 
vitamins. 
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The  way  we  were:  Carla  Bruni.  the  Italian  model,  in  Forties-revisited  Saint  Laurent  with  turban,  left.  A  severe 
suit  with  nipped-in  jacket,  centre,  and  a  cocktail  dress  for  Hollywood  nights  from  the  spring-summer  collection 


Wartime  fashions  invade  the  catwalk 

Paris  haute  couture 


OCS  I 

ByUn  RWi.bb 

USHIOM  KUII  UK 

NOSTALGIA  is  sweeping  ihe 
haute  couture  collections  as 
designers  roll  back  the  years 
and  find  inspiration  in  war¬ 
time  fashions.  Al  ihe  start  of 
ihe  week  John  Galliano 
dipped  into  ihe  archives  for 
his  Givenchy  presentation, 
then  Kar!  Lagerfeld  produced 
his  splendid  homage  to  Coco 
Chanel's  golden  years. 

There  was  no  rationing  of 
glamour  in  Paris  yesterday  as 
Yves  Saint  Laurent  reinven¬ 
ted  the  W40s.  Models  ap¬ 
peared  cm  the  catwalk  looking 
like  Greer  Garson  or 
deadringers  for  the  wartime 
trio  The  Andrews  Sisters,  as 
their  songs  played  over  the 
soundtrack. 

The  look  was  further 
emphasised  with  limewarp 
accessories  —  factory  worker 
turbans  by  Louise  de  la  Fa- 
laise.  and  clunky  ankle-strap 
shoes  with  peep  toes.  Saint 
Laurent  also  went  for  Demob- 
style  tailoring  in  the  form  of 
George  Raft  double-breasted 
jackets  with  wide  lapels,  or 


Garson:  the  inspiration 
for  catwalk  favourites 


delicate  floral  dresses  will) 
puffed  sleeves  and  pussycat 
bows  which  tied  ai  (he  neck. 

He  featured  mannish  jack¬ 
ets  with  severe  shoulders  over 
pleated  skirts  or  Oxford  Bags 
hut  it  was  after  dark  that  the 
designer  really  came  into  his 
own.  Maribou  jackets  in  pow¬ 
der  hluc  and  pink  were  worn 
over  skimpy  black  lace  dress¬ 
es  while  colourful  evening 


dresses  sprouted  ostrich  feath¬ 
ers.  Fashion  often  looks  to  the 
pasL  regularly  reinventing 
certain  decades  through  rose- 
cnlourcd  spectacle*,  usually 
linked  to  a  papular  film  of  the 
day.  The  1M40>  have  proven 
especially  popular  —  even 
Saint  Laurent  featured  simi¬ 
lar  styles  on  his  ready-to-wear 
catwalk  in  Ihe  early  J970s. 

In  the  90.  designers  have 
been  keen  to  turn  hack  the 
clock  with  reworkings  of  ev¬ 
ery  decade  since  the  ln^Os  on 
catwalks  in  New  York.  Milan 
and  Paris.  There  has  even 
been  talk  that  the  1MMK  era  of 
Power  Dressing  and  Design¬ 
er  Living  will  lie  the  latest 
decade  to  be  revisited. 

Detractors  of  these  trips 
hack  in  time  fear  that  in  the 
future  there  will  he  no  defini¬ 
tive  image  of  the  l'<90s  for 
historians  to  look  back  on. 
only  a  mish-mash  of  various 
trends  and  styles  from  earlier 
decades. 

However,  nostalgia  seems 
to  make  good  business  sense. 
Designers  are  delighted  to  sell 
past  fashions  with  price  tags 
fixed  firmly  in  the  present. 
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Air  cadet  tells 


/ 

& 


* 

v 


JSt  ^ 


of  helicopter 
crash  into  lake 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 


-\N  AIR  CADET  yesterday 
described  huw  she  struggled 
.iut  if  a  wrecked  RAF  helicop¬ 
ter  that  had  crashed  into  a 
mountain  lake.  Three  other 
c.jdei-  died. 

'!  felt  ior  the  door,  swam  out 
and  infi3icd  nr.  lifepckct.- 
s.tr.ih  Coker.  K  iuld  an 
mqjeii  at  Llandudno.  North 
Y'.ak-x.  "i  had  my  eyes  open, 
but  could  see  nothing  undcr- 
v  :i:cr.  When  l  reached  the 
'Uri'acv  I  could  see  no  one  else 
from  tile  helicopter.  1  saw  a 
man  in  a  boat  in  front  of  me. 
f-le  polled  me  in.” 

Mi-.s  Coker,  of  Rury.  Great¬ 
er  M.iMchcsier.  was  the  only 
•ur.r.or  from  a  group  of  four 
.  jiIcn  Christopher  Bailey,  15. 
e!  H«irw'ch.  Ci renter  Man- 
. he* ter  and  Mark  Oakdcn. 
In.  and  Amanda  Whitehead. 
17.  both  of  Bur/,  died.  The  30- 
year-ulri  Wessex  helicopter 


Sarah  Coker  three 
other  cadets  died 


crashed  into  Uyn  Padam. 
Uanberis.  on  August  12. 1993. 

Miss  Coker  told  the  inquest 
that  she  and  the  other  cadets 
were  briefed  by  Flight  Ser¬ 
geant  Andrew  Larcombe  at 
RAF  Valley  in  Anglesey.  “I 
understood  everything  1  was 
told."  But  the  briefing  had 
been  about  crashing  on  land. 
“We  were  given  no  instruc¬ 
tions  about  die  uperation  of  a 
lifejacket,”  Miss  C'oker  added, 
although  she  knew  how  one 
worked. 

Recalling  the  crash.  Miss 
Coker  said:  ”1  heard  a  noise 
from  the  tail  rotor  If  was  a 
merallie  clanging  ...  I  was 
only  aware  jf  was  an  emergen¬ 
cy  situation  when  the  aircraft 
crashed  into  the  lake.” 

The  door  was  open  when  the 
helicopter  hit  the  water.  “At 
first  I  could  not  get  my  seatbelt 
off.  I  had  some  difficulty 
because  1  am  left-handed.  You 
release  it  the  right-handed 
way.  Bui  through  instinct.  1 
was  turning  it  the  wrong  way. 
Then  1  managed  to  undo  it.” 
Miss  Coker  had  no  recollec¬ 
tion  what  the  other  cadets 
were  doing  as  she  struggled 

OUL 

Earlier.  Flight  Sergeant 
Lancombe  said  he  instructed 
the  cadets  for  nearly  an  hour 
in  a  similar  Wessex.  He  did 
not  brief  them  about  life¬ 
jackets  or  liferafts  but  he  did 
deal  with  ditching  in  water. 

An  RAF  inquiry  report, 
released  in  November  1995, 
showed  that  the  accident  re¬ 
sulted  from  a  failure  in  the  tail 
rotor  blades.  The  crew  mem¬ 
bers  will  give  evidence  later. 


Angler  obsessed  by 
Beast  that  got  away 

By  Robin  Young 


AN'  ANGLER  is  giving  up 
work  *o  that  he  can  devote 
himself  to  catching  what  he 
believes  is  the  biggest  fresh¬ 
water  fish  in  Britain. 

Ian  Mann,  from  Redd  itch. 
Hereford  and  Worcester,  once 
hooked  the  catfish,  nick¬ 
named  The  Beast.  He  says  the 
fish,  which  inhabits  gravel 
pits  at  Leighton  Buzzard.  Bed¬ 
fordshire.  weighs  I20lh. 

Mr  Mann,  a  father  of  four, 
has  given  in  hi-  notice  at  the 
foundry  where  he  works  and 
intend-  in  fi-h  non-siup  from 
June  If*.  1  am  obsessed  with 
The  Uea-L"  he  said  yesterday. 
”b  look-  like  the  Loch  Ness 
monster  and.  w  hen  you  see  it 
lump,  it  scares  you  to  death. 

”1  had  it  on  my  line  once  for 
:.n  entire  hour.  I  was  just 


about  to  land  it  when  it 
straightened  m>  hook  and 
escaped.  1  stood  at  the  lake¬ 
side  and  cried  my  eyes  oul  1 
am  42  this  year  and  my  time  is 
running  ouL  My  wife  is  very 
understanding.” 

Mr  Mann  is  now  using  4in 
hooks  so  strong  that  they 
cannot  be  straightened  even 
with  pliers.  He  baiLs  them 
with  a  whole  tin  of  luncheon 
meat  or  with  a  l  ft.  41b  carp. 

Marie  Mann,  an  assembler 
at  a  light-fitting  factory.  said: 
“1  have  got  used  to  his 
obsession  with  fishing  and  ! 
often  go  along  tn  sir  and 
watch.  If  I  did  not,  we  would 
hardly  see  each  other.  Ian  has 
been  thinking  ahout  giving 
up  work  for  so  long  that  I  am 
not  going  to  stand  in  his  way." 


or 

i  US'  iu  w  /uMORE 

l  :  LONDON  &  HOME  COUNTIES 

i  fit  00,000  Buildings  Sum  Insured 
\  Premium  Only  £154.00 
|  LOWER  Premium  in  most  Other  Areas 
s  Tel:  0181  367  5151  MOW! 

t  •  lirts:  j'a'sri  yf  f?n  icc&  tw  on 

f  0345  123111 

I 


There V no  better  way  to  srarr  the  New  Year  than  with  a  new  Renault.  And  this  year  it’s  easier  than  ever.  Because  righr  now  you  can  buy  any  Lagxma. 
and  most  Cto  models,  on  0%  finance  —  with  a  fill]  nvo  years  to  pay.  Alternatively,  the  new  Special  Edition  Clio  Paris  costs  iust  on  the  road.  ^  hiie  it?  r.ezr  reiar.cn 

the  Qfo  Versailles  comes  complete  with  free  insurance.'  The  moral?  Forget  “auld  acquaintance"  if  yen  like.  But  dsn  t  forget  to  visit  your  Renault  Dealer. 


TYPICAL  EXAMPLE 

CUO  RM  1.2  3dr 

LAKMARK  1.8 

Cadi  Pres  fine,  on  ft*  road  costs rt 

£9.580.00 

il2.235.00 

0% 

DeoosaBP. 

£0.790  ra 

£5.127.40 

24  morttty  payments 

£159.58 

Total  Credit  Price 

£S.5S0C0 

£2125500 

BEMMJI7 

CARS 

WITH  FLAIR 
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English  Heritage  accuses  Roman  Catholic  diocese  o 


Victorian  cathedral  ‘left 
to  vandals  and  thieves’ 


By  Russell  Jenkins 

THE  Roman  Catholic  Church 
was  accused  by  English  Heri¬ 
tage  yesterday  of  deliberately 
letting  a  former  cathedral  fall 
into  ruin. 

St  Mary's  Old  Cathedral. 
Middlesbrough,  was  once  a 
magnificent  example  of  Vic¬ 
torian  ecclesiastical  architec¬ 
ture  and  the  spiritual  centre  of 
a  busy  town-centre  com¬ 
munity.  The  red-brick.  Grade 
II*  listed  building  now  has  a 
rotting  roof  that  lets  in  rain, 
the  stained  glass  windows  are 
smashed  and  boarded  up. 
statues  removed  or  stolen  and 
the  canopied  pulpit,  furniture 
and  fittings  wrecked  beyond 
repair. 

Hundreds  or  pigeons  roost 
in  the  hammer  beam  rafters 
while  the  marble  and  wooden 

marquetry  floor,  now 
stripped,  has  been  home  to 
drug  addicts.  Vandals  have 
followed  in  the  wake  of  thieves 
and  dragged  the  building  “to 
the  point  of  no  return”. 

English  Heritage  attacked 
the  Middlesbrough  diocese  for 
its  management  of  a  church  in 
the  top  7  per  cent  of  listed 
buildings  for  artistic  and  his¬ 
torical  importance.  The  pres¬ 
ervation  group  has  grown 
impatient  ~  waiting  for  the 
church  authorities  to  apply  for 
a  grant  for  structural  repairs. 

"We  believe  the  current  state 
of  the  cathedral  is  due  to 


The  new  cathedral^  buHt  ^^16.  which  residents 
say  triggered  the  decline  of  the  old  building 


deliberate  neglect  by  the  dio¬ 
cese,"  a  spokesman  said.  “We 
are  actually  encouraging  them 
to  apply  for  grant  aid  so  we 
can  give  every  help  we  can  to 
preserve  this  as  a  place  of 
worship. 

“We  are  waiting  on  the 
Church.  Unless  they  apply  to 
us  we  cannot  make  a  response. 
We  want  it  to  be  properly 
maintained  and  looked  after, 
so  we  want  them  to  come 
forward." 

The  Right  Rev  Monsignor 
Raymond  Charlton,  the  dioce¬ 
san  financial  secretary,  denied 
the  allegation.  He  said  yester¬ 
day  that  negotiations  with  a 
developer  have  raised  hope 
that  the  building  can  be  saved 


from  demolition.  The  plight  of 
the  building  in  a  district 
blighted  by  die  decline  of  the 
iron  ore  industry'  has  given 
residents  the  impression  that 
they  have  been  abandoned  by 
die  Church.  The  congregation 
of  about  50  worships  in  a 
community  centre. 

Layers  of  pigeon  droppings 
had  to  be  scraped  from  the 
pews  in  June  when  the  last 
service  was  held.  It  was  a  first 
Communion  for  children  from 
St  Christopher's  primary 
school.  Eileen  Moran,  the 
head,  said:  The  church  is 
totally  vandalised  and  the 
precious  things,  the  mosaics, 
the  leaded  windows  and 
church  furniture,  have  been 


damaged,  vandalised  or 
removed 

*  It  was  once  the  centre  of  the 
community  and  now  its  doors 
are  locked  and  the  broken 
windows  boarded  up.  We 
would  love  to  see  part  of  it  for 
the  use  of  the  community  and 
reopened  as  a  living  church 
again." 

St  Mary's  was  designed  by 
George  Goldie  and  completed 
in  1S78.  ftvsner’S  The  king's 
England  praises  the  building, 
pulpit  and  Chapel  of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament. 

The  church's  decline  was 
triggered  when  Middles¬ 
brough's  new  cathedral,  also 
dedicated  to  St  Mary,  was 
built  at  Couiby  Newham  in 
1986.  Residents  say  the  depre¬ 
dation  has  been  accelerating 
since  the  resident  priest. 
Father  Peter  Keeling,  left  al¬ 
most  two  years  ago. 

fan  Stubbs,  chairman  of  St 
Hilda'S  Partnership,  a  local 
regeneration  agency,  has  been 
dismayed  by  the  vandalism 
and  theft. 

Precious  mosaics,  decorated 
panels,  candlesticks  and  vases 
have  disappeared.  A  presiden¬ 
tial  chair  and  wooden  angels 
were  stolen  the  night  before 
Mr  Stubbs  led  a  team  into  the 
church  to  save  anything  of 
value. 

Property  has  been  recovered 
from  Darlington  and  one 
valuable  brass  tabernacle  was 
discovered  in  The  Nether- 


The  disused  red-bride  church,  once  praised  as  a  magnificent  example  of  19th-century  ecdesiastical  architecture 


lands.  “We  are  down  in  the 
dumps,"  he  said.  “Nobody  is 
telling  anybody  who  lives  and 
works  in  the  community  what 
is  going  on." 

Earlier  this  month  Dr  Rory 
O’Donnell,  an  English  Heri¬ 
tage  inspector,  wrote  to  the 
diocese  describing  the  build¬ 
ing  as  a  disgrace  and  urging 


the  Church  to  use  it  for 
worship  again. 

The  diocese  has  been  trying 
to  sell  the  properly  for  five 
years  and  one  project  to  devel¬ 
op  it  for  offices  fell  through 
only  recently.  Monsignor 
Chariton  hopes  that  talks  with 
new  developers  to  turn  the 
building  into  a  combined  ac¬ 


commodation  ,  training  and 
education  centre  for  young 
people  may  succeed.  A  chapel 
for  the  community  would  be 
included.  ■  ■ 

He  said:  “To  infer  that  there 
was  a  deliberate  polity,  on 
behalf  of  die  trustees,  to  allow 
the  building  to  fall  into  disre¬ 
pair  in  order  to  achieve  a 


demolition  orderis  manifestly 
false. 

“It  is  alleged  that  we  have 
not  done  enough  and  that  is 
particularly  hurtful.  We  have 
been  trying  to  find  an  alterna¬ 
tive  use  tor  a  listed  building 
and  that  is  particularly  diffi¬ 
cult,  particularly  for  a  large 
Victorian,  church.” 
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MASSIVE  SAL 


WP- 


SAVE  £70 

GOLDSTAR  MAI  705 

■  0.6  cu  ft 

■  5  power  levels 
Normal  price  £149.99 
Discount  £30.00 

Extra  Sale  discount  £20.00 

Sale  price  £79.99 


6  MONTHS  INTEREST 
FREE  CREDIT*  (APR  0%) 

ON  SELECTED  COOKERS 
AND  FIRES,  AND  ALL  FIRE  AND 
SURROUND  PACKAGES. 


AUTUMN  DISCOUNTS 
EXTENDED,  PIUS  EXTRA 
SALE  DISCOUNTS  ON 
SELECTED  PRODUCTS 


£20  DISCOUNT 


SHARP™  iOGlCOOK  (WHITE) 

■  'Logkook'  programme 

■  Autocook  and  defrost  programmes 
Normal  price  £249.99  Discount  £20.00 

Sale  price  £229.99  O 


TRI  CITYsi  0S5  (WHTrt) 

■  Double  oven 

■  Sealed  plate  hob 


Nonrurf  pftce£4S9.99  Discount  £35JN 
Extn  Sale  discount  £65 


GLEN  STRANRAER 

■  Realistic  Log  effect 

■  2kW  heat  output 

Price  £58  .99 


O  BURLEY, 


LANGHAM  200 


■  Log  effect  fire 

■  1  kW  or  2kW  fain  heater 


Norm*)  price  £«9.99 
Dhc«m£tt.M 


Sale  price  £399.99 

6  MONTHS  KIBteST  HE  GRHXT*  (UK  0%) 


PARKINSON 

COWAN  RENOWN  (WHITE) 

■  Servery  style  grid  pan 

■  Glass  fronted  oven  door 

Noma!  price  £349.99  Discount  £25 JDO 
baa  Sale  dneoant  £25.00 


SAVE  £100 1 


Sale  price  [  5^  price  £299.99 


SAVE  £50 


BARGAIN 


SAVE  £20 


CANNON—  VALOR 


ADORN 


■  Attractive  wooden  cased  fire 

■  33kW  heat  output  Q 


firesiide  top  control 
Hand  crafted  coals 


Nomil  price  £249.99 

Dbmnt£2*M 

Etta  Sale  Aram  usm 


SAVE £50 


Nona*  price  £499.99 
Dfecwaw  £50.00 
boa  Sate  dhcnra*  £50.90 

Sale  price 


SEE 

I  SAVE  £100 

TrSTXff. 


SAVE  £100 
NEW  WORLD 

(ft)  ESTEEM  3000  (WHITE) 

Clear  glass  oven  door  ■ 
'Sola'  grill  for  fast,  even  grilling  ■ 


Normal  price  £499.99  Discount  £50.00 
Extra  Sale  discount  £50.00 

Sale  price  £399.99 


EASY  WAYS 
TO  PAY 


EXTENDED 
GUARANTEES 
|  AVAILABLE  ON  MOST| 
PRODUCTS’ 


FREE  HOME 
DELIVERY 

ViClVi  MAT-UNT/  MC7A**  LOCATING 

-v*?  c  vr  nocnx  n> 


HHPRH,  TRAINED 
STAFF  WHO 
KNOW  ABOUT  OUR 
PRODUCTS 


Can  your  shes 
ntfwnwndo  Bectncal  prociuc»  or* 
ovadabte  ax  Ervssj  Centres  mo 
amtr  s rSsrrsct  Bntoh  Gas  Sues* 


0800  850  900  Brftish^ 


Michelin  honours 
Irish  restaurant 


By  Robin  Young 


FOR  the  first  tune  a  restau¬ 
rant  meal  in  Ireland  is  “worth 
rBJ  a  detour",  according  to  the 
1996  edition  of  the  Michelin 
Guide,  published  today.  The 
book  promotes  two  restau¬ 
rants  to  its  two-star  rating, 
Pied  i  Terre  in  Btoomsbray. 
central  London,  and  Patrick 
Guilbaud  in  Dublin.  The 
‘  latter  wins  the.  first  two-star 
,  rating  in  Ireland. 

■  ■ .  The-,  promotion  of  T’ted-A- 
Terre,  a  12-table  re^forant 

•specialising-^  m  -  gourmand 

food  at  prices  from  £22  for  a 
three-course  lunch  to  £48  fora 
four-course  dinner,  puts  Rich¬ 
ard  Neat  on  the  same  rating 
as  his  mentor.  Raymond 
$$£  Blanc,  at  Le  Manoir  aux 
1  QuaT  Saisons,  near  Oxford, 
one  of  only  six  other  establish¬ 
ments  to  have  two  stars.  There 
are  four  restaurants  with 
three  stars;  they  are  un¬ 
changed  from  last  year.  " 
Seventeen  additional  one- 
star  awards  increase  the  total 
to  68,  while  the  number  of 
restaurants  with  Red  Ms. 
which  indicate  consistent  care 


and  attention  to  meals,  rises 
by  25  to  a  total  of  93.  Derek 
Brown,  the  guide’s  editor, 
said  yesterday:  “On  average, 
standards  throughout  the  ho¬ 
tel  and  restaurant  industry 
are  improving  year  on  year." 

The  guide  now  indudes 
recommendations  for  4£86 
hotels  and  1.083  restaurants. 

.  New  ‘  one-star  awards; 
Greenhouse;  Interlude  de 
<  Chavtotod-  b’Etoiigot:  cen- 
trafUmdm^Northcote  Man¬ 
or.  Blackburn;  Hunstiele 
House,  Bristol  Fleur  de  Sel 
Haslemere.  Surrey:  Box  Tree, 
tikley.  West  Yorkshire  Pool 
Court  at  42,  Leeds;  Merchant 
House.  Ludlow.  Shropshire; 
Lovells  at  Windrush  Farm, 
Minster  LoveU.  Oxfordshire 
S  harrow  Bay  Country  House. 
UUswaten  Cumbria;  Llan-  ■ 
goed  Hall,  Llyswen,  Powys; 
One  Devonshire  Gardens,' 
Glasgow;  Shanks.  Bangor,  Co 
Down:  Broome’s,  St  Aubin, 
Jersey;  Shiro,  Ahakista.  Co 
Cork;  Thornton's.  Dublin. 

□  Michelin  Red  Guide  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  (£12.99) 


Two  for  one  flights 


BUY  ONE  flight  and  you  can  take  a  friend  with  you  for  free. 
The  Times,  in  association  with  Virgin  Atlantic,  brings  you  this 
exoraig  opportunity  to  take  an  extra  holiday  for  just  a  fraction 
of  the  normal  cost.  J 

All  you  have  to  do  is  collect  four  different  tokens  from  your 
favourite  quality  daily  newspaper  this  week,  pay  the  applicable 
fare  to  your  chosen  destination,  and  you  will  receive  another 
return  h*et  for  foe  same  flight  free.  Full  terms  and  ranSfons 
appeared  in  Monday's  paper  and  will  be  printed  again  on 
Saturday  with  another  booking  form. 

Tomorrow  we  will  - - 

KST&ffiEf  iTOEtfttmMEs! 

how  to  take  advantage  S 

of  this  offer.  J 

You  can  save  an  extra  S 

E30  off  the  tow  season  } 

fare  and  still  qualify  for  |  _ _ 

a  free  ticket  if  you  travel  |  ■  m  i 

between  Feb  1  and  29.  !  \7 1  TTTl  ! 

With  the  exception  of  i  •  i 

the  Easter  holidays  and  |  « 

flights  to  Hong  Kong  j  €X  LJ.ClJ.lLlC  1 
during  Chinese  New  i  __  —  i 

Year,  you  can  choose  j  j  T~^  1  I 

when  to  go.  Passengers  |  JT  \/|\  j 

are  required  to  stay  one  ! __  __  i 

Saturday  night  and  the  |T|||/T?\T  A  * 
offer  is  valid  from  Feb  1  i  L  UlV  IU  IAI  4  ! 
until  June  20. 1996.  L _  j 


PLAY  OUR  ACCUMULATOR  SCRATCHCARD 
TO  WIN  VIRGIN  FLIGHTS  -  SEE  PAGE  38 


v.  ■ 


The  new  Mercedes  E-class.  It’s  equipped  for  all  driving  conditions 


There  are  elements  inside  the  new 


We  have  developed  an  optional  rain 


They  are  more  powerful,  better  directed 


In  actual  fact,  whatever  the  weather. 


Mercedes  ^ -class  that  wfli  help  you  cope  sensitive  windscreen  wiper.  A  sensor  adjusts  and  have  a  longer  beam. 


we  forecast  that  conditions  for  driving  the 


with  the  elements  outside. 


the  speed  of  the  wiper  automatically  to  the 


We've  improved  the  aerodynamics,  too.  new  Mercedes  E-ciass  will  always  be  fine. 


..Mfe've  developed  ETS,  a  new  electronic  amount  of  rain  falling.  The  harder  it  rains..  The  new  E-class  is  the  most  streamlined 


traction  system.  It  means  you  can  drive  on  the  faster  it  works. 


production  saloon  ever  built.  It  holds  the 


surlace&as  different  as  ice  and  tarmac  safely 


We’ve  redesigned  the  headlights.  They  road  much  better  in  high  winds  and  is  also 


and  simultaneously,  with  no  loss  of  traction.  are  not,  however,  just  a  different  shape. 


quieter  at  high  speeds. 


Mercedes-Benz 
Engineered  like  no  other  car. 


|«t: 


NEW  MERCEDES  E-CLASS  FROM  £21500  CAR  SHOWN  E CLASS  ELEGANCE  FROM  £28.000.  EXCLUDES  DELIVERY  IK’S  UK  MAINLAND'  AJJO  NUMBER  Pl>- 


T=S  PRICES  CORRECT  at  TIME  OF  GOING  TO  PRESS  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  phONE  Citl-SlE  MSE  E*T  ICO.wm^  wcMiL.wra  uk.  MERCEDES  £  ENT  MEM5EP  CFTHt  Wit  'LER-9ENC  CRO'JR 


8  MITCHELL  COMMISSION _ 

Commission  convinced  that  paramilitaries  will 

Compromise  is  the  only 
way  ahead,  says  Mitchell 
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ngver  surrender  weapons  before  talks  begin 


DESTRUCTION  of  terrorist 
weapons  should  take  place 
during  all-party  talks  on  the 
future  of  Northern  Ireland, 
the  report  of  the  international 
bodv  set  up  by  the  British  and 
rnsh  governments  says. 

The  report,  from  the  three- 
man  team  chaired  by  George 
Mitchell,  the  former  US  sena¬ 
tor.  says  its  proposal  is  a 

compromise  intended  fobrcak 
the  impasse  in  die  quest  for  a 
lasting  peace  in  the  Province. 

The  report,  which  calls  on 
all  panics  to  affirm  their 
commitment  to  six  “funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  democra¬ 
cy  and  non-violence",  savs  the 
deadlock  over  decommission¬ 
ing  has  obscured  the  wide¬ 
spread  agreement  that  al¬ 
ready  exists  in  Northern 
Ireland:  "Members  of  both 
traditions  may  be  less  far 
apart  on  the  resolution  of  their 
differences  than  they  believe. 

No  one  should  underesrimate 
the  value  of  a  consensus  for 
peace,  and  the  fact  that  no 
significant  eroup  is  actively 
seeking  to  end  it. " 

The  dispute  over  decommis¬ 
sioning  is  a  “symptom  of  a 
larger  problem:  the  absence  of 
trust.  But  a  resolution  of  the 
decommissioning  issue 
will  not  be  found  if  the  parties 
resort  to  their  vast  inventories 
of  historical  recrimination. 


By  Nicholas  Wood,  chief  polttical  corresponded 

~lr  flC  it  umc  4_ _ _ 


Or.  as  it  was  pur  to  us  several 
times,  what  is  really  needed  is 
a  decommissioning  of  mind¬ 
sets  in  Northern  Ireland.  - 
The  report  makes  detailed 
recommendations  on  the  ar¬ 
rangements  for  decommis¬ 
sioning  illegally  held  weapons 
and  suggests  further  “confi¬ 
dence-building'  measures. 

□  Decommissioning 
On  the  key  issue  of  decommis¬ 
sioning  paramilitary  arsenals, 
the  report  says:  “We  have 
concluded  that  there  is  a  dear 
commitment  on  the  part  of 
those  in  possession  of  such 
arms  to  work  constructively  to 
achieve  full  and  verifiable 
decommissioning  as  pan  of 


The  report  Jays  down _ 

principles  of  non-violence 


the  process  of  all-party  negoti¬ 
ations.  But  that  commitment 
does  not  include  decommis¬ 
sioning  prior  to  such  negotia¬ 
tions  ... 

“We  have  concluded  that  the 
paramilitary  organisations 
w™  decommission  anv 
amis  prior  to  ail-party  negoti¬ 
ations.  That  was  the  unani¬ 
mous  and  emphatically  ex¬ 
pressed  view  of  '  the 
representatives  of  the  political 
parties  close  to  paramilitary 
organisations  on  both  sides.  It 
was  also  the  view  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  organisations 
and  individuals  who  made 
oral  and  written  submissions. 

It  was  not  that  they  are  all 
opposed  to  prior  decommis- 


six 

r  ~ — i-"—  vi  JHwvioience 

and  democracy.  AH  parties 
should  commit  themselves  to: 

□  Democratic  and  exclusive¬ 
ly  peaceful  means  of  resolv¬ 
ing  political  issues. 

□  The  total  disarmament  of 
au  paramilitary  organisa¬ 
tions. 

□  Agree  that  such  disarma¬ 
ment  must  be  verifiable  by  an 

independent  commission 

□  Renounce  for  themselves, 
and  to  oppose  any  effort  by 


otbers.  to  use  force,  or  threat¬ 
en  to  use  force,  to  influence 
‘‘"-party  negotiations. 

□  Agree  to  abide  by  the 
terms  of  any  agreement 
reached  in  allparty  negotia¬ 
tions  and  to  resort  to  dem£ 
CfafJ5  .  and  exclusively 
peaceful  methods  in  trying  to 
any  aspect  with  which 
disagree 

ELY1*®  punishment 
Jdlhngs  and  beatings  stop 
and  to  take  effective  steps  to 
prevent  such  actions. 


siorun°.  the  contrary, 
many  favour  it  But  they  are 
convinced  it  will  nor  happen. 
That  is  the  reality  with  which 
all  concerned  must  deal." 

In  a  reference  to  the  position 
of  the  Bntrsh  Government,  it 
sa>s.  We  wen?  told  that  the 
clearest  demonstration  of  ad¬ 
herence  to  democratic  princi¬ 
ples  is  the  safe  removal  and 
disposal  of  paramilitary  arms, 
and  that  ai  this  time  only  a 
stan  w  decommissioning  wifi 
provide  the  confidence  neces- 

JJ2, for  ^  "Party  negotiations 
to  commence." 

But  this  was  not  acceptable 
to  Sum  Fein,  the  SDLP,  the 
insh  Government  and  the 
loyalist  paramilitaries. 

r'Ve  were  told  that  decom¬ 
missioning  prior  to  all-party 
™?§otiations  was  not  request¬ 
ed  before  the  announcement  of 
the  ceasefires,  and  that  had  it 
been,  there  would  have  been 
no  ceasefires;  that  those  who 
entered  into  the  ceasefires  did 
so  m  the  belief  that  they  would 
lead  immediately  to  ail-pam- 
negotiations." 

The  report  says  that  each 
side  of  the  argument  reflects  a 
core  of  reasonable  ooncern" 
S“  appreciated  by 

me  other .  Those  who  insist  on 
prior  decommissioning  need 
to  be  reassured  that  the  com¬ 
mitment  to  peaceful  and  dem- 


Tly  supportive  of  mh’r&i i£,  SSLPc?uaf,ed  60  abandon  arraneemenre  _  .....  . 


oerahe  mean s  by  those  for- 
nwrly  supportive  of  politically 
motivated  violence  is  genuine 
and  irreversible,  and  that  the 
threat  or  use  of  such  violence 
will  not  be  invoked  to  influ¬ 
ence  the  process  of  negotia¬ 
nt™8  or  to  change  any  agreed 
setnemenLThose  who  have 


been  persuaded  to  abandon 
violence  for  the  peaceful  polit- 
*cal  path  need  to  be  reassured 
that  a  meaningful  and  inclu¬ 
sive  process  of  negotiation  is 
genuinely  being  offered  to 
address  the  legitimate  corv- 
®ms  of  their  traditions  and 
the  need  for  new  political 


arrangements  with  which  all 
can  identify." 

The  parties  should  consider 
an  approach  “under  which 
some  decommissioning  would 
take  place  during  the  process 
of  au-pany  negotiations,  rath¬ 
er  than  before  or  alter  as  the 
parties  now  urge.  Such  an 
approach  represents  a  com¬ 
promise.  If  the  peace  process  is 
to  move  forward,  the  current 
impasse  must  be  overcome" 
The  report  says  that  adher¬ 
ence  to  six  principles  would 
create  the  climate  in  which  afl- 
party  talks  oould  proceed. 
These  commitments,  when 
®ade  and  honoured,  would 

FWYtmra  aL _ _  •  a 


expose  individuals  to  prosecu¬ 
tion.  The  report  says;  “Individ¬ 
uals  involved  in  the 
decommissioning  process 
should  not  be  prosecuted  for 
the  possession  of  those  arma¬ 
ments;  amnesties  should  be 
established  in  law  in  both 
jurisdictions. 

‘’Armaments  made  avail¬ 
able  for  decommissioning, 
whether  directly  or  indirectly, 
fbouki  be  exempt  under  law 
from  forensic  examination, 
and  information  obtained  as  a 
result  of  the  decommissioning 
process  should  be  inadmissi¬ 
ble  as  evidence  in  courts  of  law 
in  either  jurisdiction.*’ 


'-J  I 


rariove  the  threat  of  force  ’  - 
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□  Weapons  disposal 
Tht  commission  advises  on 
the  practicalities  of  destroying 
weapons.  The  report’s  first 
point  is  that 
the  decommis¬ 
sioning  pro¬ 
cess  "should 
suggest  neither 
victory  nor  de¬ 
feat" ,  ft  says 
that  the  IRA 
and  loyalist 
ceasefires  are 
“products  not 

of  surrender 

but  rather  of  a 
willingness  to 
address  differ¬ 
ences  through 
political  . 
means".  De¬ 
commission¬ 
ing  should 
foke  place  to 
the  satisfaction 
of  an  indepen¬ 
dent  commis¬ 
sion.  which 
would  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the 
British  and 
vem-  • 

'win*  after 
consultations 
with  all  par¬ 
ties.  .The  com¬ 
mission  would 
operate  inde¬ 
pendently  in  ~ 


build 

among 

parties 


‘A  resolution 
will  not  be 
found  if  the 
parties  resort 
to  their  vast 
inventories 
of  historical 
recrimination’ 


measures. 

ft  says  that  the  “early  termi¬ 
nation  or  paramilnaiy  activi¬ 
ties.  including  surveillance 
and  targeting,  would  demon¬ 
strate  a  commitment  to  peace¬ 
ful  methods 
■and  90 
trust 

other  r _ 

and  alleviate 
the  fears  and 
anxieties  of  the 
general  popu¬ 
lation”.  Infor¬ 
mation  on  the 
fote  of  missing 
persons  and 
the  return  of 
those  forced  to 
leave  their 
communities 
would  also 
help.  Further 
moves  by  the 
Government  w 
release  terror¬ 
ist  prisoners 
would  bolster 
trust  as  would 
imple¬ 
mentation  of 
*e  proposed 
review  of  the 
emergency'  leg¬ 
islation  for 
Northern  Ire¬ 
land.  The  re- 
port  rejects 
Sinn  Fein  pres¬ 
sure  for  de- 
commission- 
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bo*  ^countries  and  would 
enjo>-  appropriate  legal  status 
and  unmunity".  The  report 
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J^gndent  sources  of  legal  forcKHmSli,y  ^  security 

resounxs  to  receive  and 
audit  armaments  and  to  ob¬ 
serve  and  verify  the  decom- 
rofssiorung  process.  It  would 
also  be  aWe  to  call  upon  the 
assistance  of  the  ^ 

Insh  armies. 

^““J^ljssfoning  should 
r«ilt  m  the  complete  de¬ 
struction  of  armaments  in  a 
manner  that  contributes  to 
public  safety-.  Techniques 
would  include  cutting  up  or 

ctoppmg  of  small  anu  vS 
<*her  weapons  and  the  con¬ 
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. .  w  weapons; 
arms  could  be  handed  to  the 
commKsion  or  designated 
representatives  of  either  gov¬ 
ernment  for  destruction; 

"i™r7nahon  011  toe  where- 
aboute  of  weapons  could  be 
passed  to  the  commission  or 
Sto'emment  representatives: 
arms  could  be  deposited  in  an 
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Election  plan  cools  f 
early  welcome  for 
peace  blueprint 


By  Nicholas  Watt,  Ireland  correspondent 


JOHN  MAJOR'S  proposal  to 
hold  elections  in  Northern 
Ireland  drew  a  cool  response 
last  night  from  the  Irish 
Government,  which  remains 
deeply  sceptical  of  establish¬ 
ing  an  elected  body  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland. 

John  Bruton,  the  Irish 
Prime  Minister,  who  spoke  to 
Mr  Major  yesterday,  pointed¬ 
ly  remarked  that  the  body  was 
one  issue  which  London  and 
Dublin  had  agreed  to  discuss 
in  their  ‘‘twin-track  process”. 

As  Sinn  Fein  accused  Mr 
Major  of  "dumping"  the  pro¬ 
cess.  Mr  Bruton  underlined 
his  irritation  with  Britain  by 
saying  that  the  Mitchell  Com¬ 
mission  had  said  that  an 
elected  body  would  have  to 
meet  strict  criteria. 

Speaking  in  Dublin,  Mr 
Bruton  said;  “The  Mitchell 
report  said  that  an  elected 
body  could  play  a  useful  part  if 
it  was  broadly  acceptable  to 
both  nationalists  and  Union¬ 
ists.  if  it  had  an  appropriate 
mandate  and  if  it  respected  the 
three-stranded  approach." 
This  would  mean  that  Dublin 
would  have  to  be  given  a  role 
in  the  assembly. 

The  Taoiseach  added  that 
Unionists  would  have  to  per¬ 
suade  nationalists  of  the  mer¬ 
its  of  the  body.  He  added;  “The 
important  thing  I  want  to 
stress  is  ...  to  establish  that 
Unionists  and  nationalists  are 
partners  in  a  joint  endeavour. 
They  will  only  achieve  that  if 
they  sit  down  together." 

The  Irish  Government  has 
been  deeply  sceptical  of  the 
Ulster  Unionist  plans  for  an 
assembly.  Dick  Spring.  Ire¬ 
land’s  Deputy  Prime  Minister, 
recently  described  David 
Trimble's  idea  as  “deeply 
flawed". 

Dublin  shares  the  concerns 
of.Jhe_SDLP..aiKLSiiin_Eein 
that  an  elected  body  would 
hand  Unionists  a  veto  over 
political  developments  in 
Northern  Ireland.  They 
believe  that  an  assembly  in 
Northern  Ireland  should  be 
established  only  as  a  result  of 
an  agreement  reached  at  all¬ 
party  talks.  They  fear  that  Mr 
Major’s  proposals  would 
amount  to  an  interna]  settle¬ 
ment  in  Northern  Ireland 

Gary  Adams,  the  Sinn  Fan 
president,  reacted  furiously  to 


Mr  Majors  proposals,  accus¬ 
ing  the  Prime  Minister  of 
“dumping"  the  Anglo-Irish 
twin-track  process.  In  a  terse 
statement  issued  in  Belfast. 
Mr  Adams  said:  “The  Mitch¬ 
ell  report  was  the  conclusion 
of  one  track  of  the  twin  trade 
which  was  set  up  to  move  us 
all  into  all-party  talks  by  the 
end  of  February.  In  his  reac¬ 
tion  to  this  John  Major  has 
effectively  dumped  the  twin- 
track  process.  He  is  quite 
dearly  acting  in  bad  faith  by 
swapping  one  precondition  to 
all-party  talks  for  another.’ 

Ln  an  echo  of  John  Hume's 
comments  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  Sinn  Fein  pres¬ 
ident  added:  “John  Major  has 
now  adopted  an  entirely 
Unionist  agenda  in  an  attempt 
to  buy  Unionist  votes  at 
Westminster." 

It  was  left  to  Bertie  Ahern, 
the  leader  of  the  main  opposi¬ 
tion  Hanna  Fail  party,  to 
express  the  anger  felt  in  Dub¬ 
lin  last  night  at  Mr  Major’s 
comments.  He  said  that  he 
regretted  that  even  before  the 
ink  had  dried  on  the  Mitchell 
report  Mr  Major  had,  m 
effect,  rejected  its  findings. 

The  angry  nationalist  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  elected  body 
contrasted  with  upbeat  com¬ 
ments  earlier  in  the  day  from 
across  the  political  spectrum. 
Hopes  had  been  raised  that 
the  Mitchell  Commission 
would  break  the  deadlock  in 
the  Northern  Ireland  peace 
process  when  Unionists  and 
Sinn  Ftin  gave  he  report  a 
surprisingly  favourable 
reaction. 

Mr  Adams  had  sounded  an 
upbeat  note  when  he  said 
within  minutes  of  the  report's 
publication  that  it  provided  a 
basis  for  moving  forward. 

David  Trimble,  the  leader  of 
-the  ^Ulster  -Unionists,  was 
more  circumspect,  but  he  was 
heartened  by  the  recommen¬ 
dations  that  political  parties 
should  sign  up  to  six 
principles. 

The  MP  for  Upper  Bann 
took  heart  that  the  first  two 
principles  called  on  parties  to 
commit  themselves  to  “demo¬ 
cratic  and  exclusively  peaceful 
means"  and  to  the  “total 
disarmament  of  all  paramili¬ 
tary  organisations” 

•  Ulster  Unionists  were  dis¬ 


appointed.  but  not  surprised, 
that  the  international  commis¬ 
sion  backed  away  from  calling 
on  terrorists  to  decommission 
some  of  their  arms  before 
talks.  In  a  statement,  the 
party  underlined  its  disagree¬ 
ment  with  tiie  report's  main 
finding  by  pointing  out  that  a 
recent  opinion  in  the  Belfast 
Telegraph  showed  that  83  per 
cent  of  people  in  Northern 
Ireland  wanted  terrorists  to 
disarm. 

The  Democratic  Unionists 
—  the  only  mainstream  polit¬ 
ical  party  to  refuse  to  meet  the 
commission  —  rejected  the 
report  out  of  hand.  Peter 
Robinson,  the  party’s  deputy 
leader,  said:  “If  one  puts  all 
the  ingredients  for  fudge  into 
the  pot  then  that  is  exactly 
what  will  come  out  Those 
who  proposed  the  setting  up 
of  this  commission  now  look 
rather  ridiculous  set  beside  the 
failure  of  the  body  to  extract 
one  bullet  from  terrorist 
organisations." 


Trimble  scores 
personal  victory 

By  Our  Ireland  Correspondent 


Adams,  top  left  accused  Major  of  dumping  the  twin-track  process;  Spring:  believes  an 
assembly  is  flawed;  Robinson:  report  “a  fudge":  Trimble;  heartened  by  the  six  principles 


JOHN  MAJOR'S  proposal  to 
establish  an  elected  body  in 
Northern  Ireland  is  a  personal 
triumph  for  David  Trimble, 
the  Ulster  Unionist  leader. 

Within  weeks  of  his  election 
as  parry  leader  last  September 
the  M P  for  Upper  Bann  called 
on  the  Government  10  break 
the  deadlock  in  the  peace 
process  by  establishing  such  a 
body.  Mr  Trimble  pledged 
that  if  Sinn  Fein  stood  in 
elections  his  party  would  talk 
to  republicans  across  the  floor 
of  the  elected  body  before  the 
IRA  had  decommissioned  its 
arms. 

Unionist  sources  talked  of 
the  body  as  a  "bribe"  to  join 
all-party  talks.  Some  sources 
initially  thought  that  Mr  Ma¬ 
jor  would  reject  the  proposal 
and  they  were  even  planning 
to  draw  up  alternative 
proposals. 

The  Lister  Unionist  leader¬ 
ship.  who  were  delighted  that 
Mr  Trimble’s  proposal  was 
included  in  last  November’s 
Anglo-Irish  communique, 
have  gone  to  great  lengths  to 
reassure  nationalists  about 
their  plan. 

Mr  Trimble  talks  of  an 
elected  body  and  refuses  to 
describe  liis  plan  as  an  assem¬ 


bly.  He  is  aware  that  national¬ 
ists  fear  a  return  to  the  "bad 
old  days"  of  a  Unionist-domi¬ 
nated  assembly  at  Stormont. 
He  also  says  that  the  assembly 
would  have  a  time  limit  of  two 
years  and  says  that  it  would 
have  relations  with  the  Irish 
Republic. 

Under  his  initial  plans  each 
of  Northern  Ireland's  IS  par¬ 
liamentary  constituencies 
would  elect  five  people  to  the 
assembly,  creating  a  body  of 
90  members.  However,  it  is 
understood  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  tried  to  allay  nation¬ 
alist  fears  by  limiting  the  body 
to  45  members. 

That  would  mean  grouping 
the  parliamentary  constituen¬ 
cies  into  twos.  The  larger 
constituencies  would  then 
elect  five  members  to  the  body. 

Ulster  Unionists  are  not 
keen  on  plans  to  limit  the  size 
of  the  body.  They  point  out 
that  it  would  make  it  much 
more  difficult  for  smaller  par¬ 
ties.  particularly  the  fringe 
loyalist  parties,  to  win  seats. . 
However,  one  UUP  source 
said  that  the  party  might  be 
prepared  to  compromise  by 
supplementing  the  45  mem¬ 
bers  with  Northern  Ireland's 
MPs  and  MEPs. 


Major’s  feel  for 
a  risk  continues 
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to  defy  doubters 


JOHN  HUME’s  bluff  was 
called  yesterday  and  he  did 
not  like  iL  The  leader  of  the 
SDLP  has  for  long  enjoyed 
an  international  standing 
as  the  man  of  peace  in 
Northern  Ireland.  His 
word  has  been  accepted 
almost  without  challenge  in 
Dublin,  Washington  and, 
until  18  months  ago,  by 
much  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Yet  in  private,  British 
ministers,  and  many  politi¬ 
cians  of  all  parties  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland,  have  been 
increasingly  irritated  by  his 
approach,  in  particular 
since  his  dose  association 
with  Gerry  Adams  of  Sinn 
Fein  in  their 
joint  peace 
initiative.  Mr 
Hume  is  ac¬ 
cused  of  being 
trapped  by  Mr  Adams,  of 
all  the  time  wanting  to  see 
Sinn  Fein  rewarded  with  a 
place  in  all-party  talks  even 
if  it  makes  no  commitments 
on  decommissioning. 

The  Prime  Minister  and 
his  advisers  have  seen 
Seamus  Mallon,  Mr 
Hume’s  senior  SDLP  col¬ 
league.  as  both  more  reli¬ 
able  and  more  represen¬ 
tative  of  views  across  the 
nationalist  community. 
These  feelings  have  re¬ 
mained  largely  hidden  un¬ 
til  now.  bat  yesterday  the 
mask  slipped. 

John  Major  had  seized 
the  initiative  over  the 
Mitchell  Commission's  re¬ 
port  by  proposing  the  early 
establishment  of  an  elected 
body  as  a  means  of  bring¬ 
ing  all  parties  together. 
This  is  intended  as  a  confi¬ 
dence-building  measure  as 
part  of  the  cross-party  talks. 
The  body  would  not  have  a 
legislative  role  and  would 
not  be  like  the  previous 
Northern  Iceland  assem¬ 
blies  which  the  nationalists 
disliked.  The  SDLP.  and  in 
particular  Mr  Hume,  has 
viewed  such  elections  as  a 
side  issue  and  as  a  block  to 
early  all-party  talks  involv¬ 
ing  Sinn  Fein.  His  angry 
and  personal  criticism  of 
the  plan,  inducting  the 


charge  of  “buying  votes"  to 
stay  in  power,  infuriated 
the  Tories.  Mr  Major  let 
slip  some  erf  his  pent-up 
feelings  about  Mr  Hume  in 
an  impassioned  reply,  talk¬ 
ing  about  “a  tragedy  of 
enormous  proportions”  if  a 
barrier  was  put  up  at  this 
stage  to  progress  towards 
peace  in  Northern  Ireland. 

By  contrast  Mr  Major's 
tone  was  more  of  regret 
over  the  less  personal  criti¬ 
cisms  from  Mr  Mallon. 
The  Prime  Minister  almost 
pleaded  to  him.  as  an  ally 
in  the  long  peace  initiative, 
to  support  elections  as  a 
means  of  moving  the  initia¬ 
tive  forward. 
Otherwise. 
Mr  Major  re¬ 
ceived  back¬ 
ing  from  all 
parties.  Tony  Blair  made  a 
point  of  emphasising 
Labour’s  bipartisan  ap¬ 
proach.  The  only  limited 
dissent  came  from  the 
SDLP*s  dose  Labour  allies 
such  as  Kevin  McNamara. 

The  SDLFs  stance,  as 
much  as  Sinn  Fein’s,  will 
obviously  be  crurial  to  the 
success  of  the  electoral  pro¬ 
posal.  And  last  night  both 
were  highly  critical  But  as 
Mr  Major  argued,  with  the 
backing  of  the  Labour 
unionist  Kale  Hoey.  it  is 
hand  for  any  party  to  por¬ 
tray  elections  as  an 
obstruction. 

The  key  to  the  peace 
initiative  is  maintaining 
momentum.  It  is  a  world 
where  there  is  no  perfect  or 
permanent  solution.  The 
last  hope  of  that  probably 
went  in  1885-86  with  the 
collapse  of  Gladstone’s  first 
Home  Rule  proposal.  All 
that  politicians  can  hope  to 
do  is  to  contain  most  of  the 
disagreements  within  an 
agreed  political  framework 
of  discussion.  Mr  Major 
yesterday  again  showed  a 
commitment  and  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  take  risks  which  has 
defied  both  his  critics  and 
the  doubters  over  the  past 
two  years. 

Peter  Riddell 
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What" s  this? 

It  rather  looks  like  a  young  policeman's  fancy  is  turning 
towards  a  new  Rover  100  Kensington. 

And  what  does  he  find? 

Luxury  wheel  trims,  tinted  glass,  stereo  radio/cassette, 
5-speed  box  and  if  we’re  nor  much  mistaken,  a  rather 
fashionable  Windsor  interior  trim. 

But  as  it  comes  with  a  year’s  free 
insurance?  an  engine  immobiliser  and 
a  remote  controlled  alarm,  she  won’t 
be  needing  us  for  an  escort. 

Also  to  be  seen  around  town 
is  the  Kensington  SE.,  with  tinted 
sunroof  and  remote  central  locking 
into  the  bargain. 

They’re  both  available  in  peariescent  Nightfire  Red  and 
White  Diamond.  Or  in  this  case,  metallic  Kingfisher  Blue. 

Matches  her  eyes. 

The  figure’s  quite  attractive  too. 

It  starts  at  just  £79"  a  month. 

Sigh _ I  think  I’m  in  love. 
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ABOVE  ALL.  IT'S  A  HOVER 
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Social  Trends:  lone-parent  births  static 


Major’s  tenure  curtails 
rise  in  standard  of  living 


REAL  HOUSEHOLD 
DISPOSABLE  INCOME* 


THE  gap  between  rich  anil 
poor,  which  widened  during 
the  Thatcherife  !9S0s.  has 
remained  almost  constant 
during  the  economic  slow¬ 
down  of  the  Major  years. 

Coming  to  a  rather  more 
abrupt  halt  is  the  seemingly 
relentless  rise  in  single  parent¬ 
hood.  to  the  surprise  of 
statisticians. 

Social  Trends,  the  24S-page 
book  of  official  statistics  pub¬ 
lished  today,  will  make  com¬ 
forting  reading  for  a  Prime 
Minister  who  declared  he 
wanted  a  nation  "at  ease  with 
itself".  Carol  Surnmerfield.  as¬ 
sociate  editor  of  the  book,  said 
people  were  now  “gening  bet¬ 
ter  qualified,  raking  early  re¬ 
tirement  and  holidaying 
abroad". 

The  poorest  JU  per  rent  have 
seen  their  household's  dispos¬ 
able  income  remain  steady 
since  the  start  of  the  1 070s  — 
from  the  equivalent  of  just 
below  £100  in  107 I  to  just  over 
£100  in  IW. 

The  richest  10  per  cent 
enjoyed  a  sharp  rise  From 
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about  L3GQ  a  week  in  the  early 
It) 80s  to  more  than  £450  when 
Mr  Major  entered  Downing 
Street  Their  incomes  have 
risen  little  since  in  real  terms. 

For  the  country  as  a  whole, 
real  household  disposable  in¬ 
come  rose  by  45  per  cent  on 
average  from  1971  fa  1990. 

The  proportion  of  births 
outside  marriage,  which  has 
increased  from  5  per  cent  in 
i960  to  about  50  per  cent,  has 
also  stoppied  climbing.  "It 
seemed  to  be  going  inexorably 
upwards  for  the  past  20  years 
or  so."  said  Jenny  Church. 
Social  Trends'  Editor,  “then 
there  was  virtually  no  change 
between  1993  and  1994.  It  is 
too  early  to  say  whether  that 
was  a  temporary  phenomenon 
but  certainly  die  rate  of  in¬ 
crease  slowed  right  down.” 

The  average  British  house¬ 
hold  spends  £205  3  week  on 


the  National  Lottery,  well 
under  half  the  amount  spent 

on  cigarettes  and  less  rhan 
1  per  cent  of  total  weekly 
expenditure. 

The  fastest-growing  items  of 
household  spending,  nearly 
quadrupling  between  1971  and 
1904,  were"  tourism  abroad 
and  monetary  services  includ¬ 
ing  life  assurance  and  pension 
fund  contributions. 

UK  tourists  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  spent  an  average  £363  per 
visit,  about  £32  a  day.  Spain 
has  regained  from  France  its 
position  as  the  most  popular 
destination  for  foreign 
holidays. 

Ownership  of  colour  tele¬ 
visions  has  almost  reached 
saturation  point  at  97  per  cent 
of  households,  compared  with 
telephones  (91  per  cent},  wash¬ 
ing  machines  (89  per  cent) 
fridees  and  freezers  iSS  oer 


cent),  video  recorders  (77  per 
cent),  microwave  ovens  167  per 
cent)  and  tumble  dryers  f50 
per  cent). 

Home  computers  were 
found  in  43  per  cent  of 
families  with  children  com¬ 
pared  with  only  b  per  cent  of 
homes  where  a  person  lived 
alone. 

Compact  disc  players  and 
dishwashers  were  also  more 
prevalent  in  households  with 
children. 

Social  Trends  looked  closely 
at  cohabitation,  which  is  much 
more  acceptable  to  the  youn¬ 
ger  genera  non  rhan  to  their 
parents  or  g  rand  pa  rents.  Only 
6  per  cent  of  women  under  35 
fee]  that  living  together  is 
wrong,  compared  with  34  per 
cent  of  women  over  64.  Men 
are  slightly  more  inclined  to 
disapprove. 

Figures  show  that,  in  a  year. 
16  pier  cent  of  cohabi  taring 
women  marry  their  man. 
Another  9  per  cent  of  unmar¬ 
ried  partnerships  break  up. 
Fifty'  pier  cent  of  cohabitations 
last  2.7  years  ur  less.  Sixty-  per 
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cent  of  women  who  cohabit 
have  never  been  married. 

"One  of  the  mosi  striking 
trends  is  the  lengthening  of  the 
education  and  post-work  re¬ 
tirement  phases  of  our  lives." 
Ms  Summerfield  said.  More 
than  50  per  cent  of  three  and 
four-year-olds  are  at  school, 
compared  with  20  per  cent  25 
years  ago. 

There  has  been  a  spectacu¬ 
lar  increase  of  more  than  40 
per  cent  in  the  number  of  full¬ 


time  students  in  further  or 
higher  education  in  the  three 
years  to  1993-94, 

Students  tend  to  have  very 
different  spending  priorities 
from  the  rest  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  After  housing,  the  second 
highest  category  was  enter¬ 
tainment  —  at  about  £21  a 
week  this  was  almost  50  pier 
cent  higher  than  on  food. 
More  than  half  of  that  went  on 
alcohol  and  tobacco,  although 
women  students  tended  to 


9 96  Corolla. 
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FORTHE  EASIEST  REPAYMENTS,  COUNT  ON  BRITAIN'S  MOST  RELIABLE  CAR 


TYPICAL  EXAMPLE:  Corolla  U  GS  5  door,  mileage  10,000  pxa. 

(Additional  mileage  charged  at7p  per  mile  plus  VAT.) 


Credit 

Period 

£8.163.35 

24  Months 

Besides  the  easiest  Toyota  terms,  the  Corolla  GS  gives  you  a  specification  that’s 
tough  to  match.  Along  with  electric  front  windows  and  sunroof.it  has  power 
steering,  a  driver’s  airbag,  central  locking  and  an  engine  immobiliser  There  are  seat- 
TOYOTA  belt  pretensioners. a  4-speaker  radio/cassette, side-impact  beams,  even  a 
^^YFAR  high-mounted  rear  stoplight. For  your  nearest  dealer,  cal!  0800  777  5S5. 
warranty  And  for  the  best  run  for  your  money,  test  drive  the ’96  Corolla. 
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spend  more  than  men  on 
clothes. 

Just  over  50  per  cent  of  men 
aged  bO-64  were  economically 
active  in  1994  compared  with 
SO  per  cent  in  1971.  “Retire¬ 
ment  is  these  days  more  likely 
to  be  seen  as  a  period  in  which 
to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  life  rather 
than  as  the  beginning  of 
dependence,"  Ms  Summer- 
field  said. 

fJSocial  Trends  (Stationery 
Office.  £35.95) 

Men  leave 
household 
chores  to 
partners 


WOMEN  are  still  lumbered 
with  the  largest  share  of 
household  chores.  They  spend 
more  time  than  men  on  cook¬ 
ing.  housework  and  shopping, 
even  if  they  have  full-time 
jobs. 

Almost  eight  in  ten  women 
say  that  they  always  or  usual¬ 
ly  do  the  washing  or  ironing  — 
seen  by  many  as  among  the 
worst  jobs  around  the  house. 
The  survey  also  found  that  59 
per  cent  of  women  are  left  to 
decide  what  to  have  for  din¬ 
ner,  with  the  decision  being 
shared  in  35  per  cent  of  cases. 

Men  are  more  likely  to  help 
with  shopping  for  groceries, 
which  is  a  shared  task  for  52 
per  cent.  Three  out.  of  four 
couples  say  thar  repairs 
around  die  house  are  done  by 
the  man. 

Men  also  spend  longer  at 
work  and  travelling  fa  work. 
Their  total  on  average  is  53 
hours  a  week. 

The  report  reveals  that  on 
average,  an  adult  has  five 
hours  of  free  rime  on  week¬ 
days  and  eight  hours'  free  rime 
each  day  at  weekends.  How¬ 
ever,  even  at  weekends,  wom¬ 
en's  free  rime  is  two  hours  less 
than  men’s. 

Watching  the  television  or 
listening  to  the  radio  remain 
the  most  popular  way  to  pass 
free  time,  with  an  average  19 
hours  a  week  spent  in  this 
way. 

Only  three  hours  a  week  are 
spent  reading,  says  die  survey. 
This  is  the  same  amount  of 
rime  spent  on  going  out  for 
meals  or  drinks. 

Men  are  more  likely  than 
women  to  participate  in  sports 
and  physical  activities,  but  the 
gap  has  narrowed  over  time. 
Participation  decreases  with 
age. 


CD  boom 
signals 
swansong 
for  vinyl 

Compact  discs  sold  more 
than  100  million  copies  as 
vinyl  LPs  slumped.  CDs 
accounted  for  two-thirds 
of  trade  deliveries  of  al¬ 
bums  in  1994  while  LPs 
fell  from  nearly  90  per 
cent  in  1973  (0  just  under 
3  per  cent. 

The  market  share  of  CD 
singles  increased  from 
6  per  cent  of  all  singles  in 
1989  to  more  than  47  per 
cent  in  1994,  while  Tin 
singles  fell  from  61  per 
cent  to  7  per  cent 

Women  are  more  likely 
to  buy  cassette  tapes  while 
men  are  more  loyal  to 
vinyl.  Pop  is  the  favourite 
type  of  recorded  music, 
followed  by  rock. 

Stitch  in  time 

Only  3  per  cent  of  men 
said  they  did  dressmak¬ 
ing.  needlework  or  knit¬ 
ting.  The  number  of 
women  who  carry  out  DIY 
has  grown  by  30  per  cent. 
Men  would  rather  watch 
television  (99  per  cent)-  see 
friends  (95)  listen  to  the 
radio  (91).  do  gardening 
(51)  or  DIY  (57).  Watching 
television  is  equally  popu¬ 
lar  with  women  and  men. 

Hidden  crime 

Recorded  crime  rates  vary 
considerably  across  the 
country.  Ln  1994  there 
were  more  than  15  record¬ 
ed  notifiable  offences  for 
every  100  people  in  Hum¬ 
berside.  compared  with 
four  in  Northern  Ireland. 
Many  offences  are  never 
reported  to  police.  Almost 
half  of  wounding  offences 
and  a  third  of  domestic 
burglaries  go  unrepaired. 

Dental  habits 

About  half  of  all  adults  go 
to  the  dentist  for  regular 
check-ups  but  attendance 
varies  with  dass  and 
sodo-economjr  grouping. 
Almost  two  thirds  of  pro¬ 
fessional  people  go  regu¬ 
larly-  compared  with  less 
than  two  fifths  of  un¬ 
skilled  manual  workers. 
Women's  attendance  at 
the  dentist  is  considerably 
higher  than  men's. 

Smokers  down 

The  number  of  cigarette 
smokers  continues  to  de¬ 
cline.  In  1972  52  per  cent 
of  men  smoked  compared 
with  28  per  cent  last  year. 
There  has  also  been  a 
reduction  in  the  number 
smoking  middle-tar  ciga¬ 
rettes,  down  from  40  per 
cent  in  1986  to  2  per  cent 
last  year.  This  is  partly 
because  manufacturers 
have  reduced  tar  yield. 

Church  change 

Congregations  at  main¬ 
stream  churches  have  fall¬ 
en  by  about  25  per  cent 
since  1970  hut  the  Ortho¬ 
dox  and  the  smaller  free 
churches  are  growing  and 
membership  of  “non- 
Trinitarian"  groups  such 
as  the  Mormons  has  risen 
by  75  per  cent.  Four  in  ten 
people  say  that  religious 
belief  plays  no  part  in 
their  lives. 


Elderly  take  note 
of  diet  messages 
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THE  elderly  ear  berrer  rhan 
the  young.  Social  Trends  re¬ 
ports  that  16  to  24-year-olds 
are  less  likely  to  eat  fruit, 
vegetables  and" salad  regularly 
and  are  more  prone  to’earing 
confectionery  and  taking  sug¬ 
ar  in  coffee. 

High-fibre  cereals  and 
whulenieal  hread  are  most 
popular  among  the  65  to  74- 
year-olds,  while  skimmed  and 
semi-skimmed  milk  are  a 
favourite  for  two  thirds  of 
people  aged  45  to  64.  The 
elderly  are  more  likely, 
though,  to  add  salt  in  cooking 
and  to  iLse  solid  fat. 

Changes  in  diet  since  the 
early  !O70s  suggest  Britons 
may  be  taking  note  of  healthy- 
eating  messages.  Less  red 
meat  is  eaten  while  poultry  is 
growing  in  popularity.  Only- 
three  fifths  as  much  butter 
was  eaten  in  1994  as  in  1986, 
and  consumption  of  low  and 
reduced-fat  spreads  increased 
almost  iwo  and  a  half  times. 

Britons  ate  13  per  cent  more 
fresh  fruit  in  1994  than  in  1971. 
On  a  less  healthy  note,  con¬ 
sumption  of  fresh  vegetables 
fell  by  10  per  -cent  while 
processed  vegetables  in¬ 
creased  by  more  than  half. 

Almost  three  fifths  of  men 
and  just  under  half  of  women 


aged  16  and  over  were  over¬ 
weight  or  obese.  Obesity  was 
most  prevalent  among  those 
aged  55  to  64.  A  quarter  of 
over-165  in  England  have  had 
at  least  one  cardiovascular 

condition  related  to  weight 
problems.  Most  common  was 
high  blood  pressure,  found  in 
10  per  cent  of  women  and  S  per 
cent  of  men. 

Britons  cycled  4  billion 
kilometres  in  1994.  a  fifth  ot 
the  distance  cycled  in  1994. 
Walking  was  by  far  the  most 
popular  sporting  activity 
among  the  elderly"  A  third  of 
men  over  70  walked.  Some 
sports  were  the  preserve  of 
youth.  No  men  over  70  chose 
football  as  a  sporting  activity. 

Men  are  over  four  rimes  as 
likely  as  women  to  play  cue 
spons  such  as  snooker,  pool 
and  billiards,  or  10  choose  golf- 
Women  are  more  likely  to  take 
part  in  keep  fit  or  yoga. 

Swimming,  running  and 
jogging  were  more  popular 
with  non-manual  workers, 
darts  and  cue  sports  with 
manual  workers. 

People  in  Wales  have  the 
best  access  to  sports  centres 
and  swimming  pools.  Greater 
U>nd on  has  the  lowest  provi¬ 
sion  for  spon  in  England,  die 
East  Midlands  the  highest. 
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MPs  in  search  of  a  show  trial  are  disappointed  as  leader’s  plea  for  party  unity  succeeds 


Harman’s  ordeal 
falls  short  of 
lurid  expectations 

By  Jill  Sherman,  political  correspondent 


Double  act  with  Prescott  that 
Blair  can  ill  afford  to  harm 


By  Philip  Webster,  political  editor 


IT  WAS  billed  as  the  execution 
of  Harriet  Harman.  But  the 
highly  charged  meeting  of  the 
Parliamentary  Labour  Party 
never  quite  turned  into  the 
show  trial  expected  yesterday. 

A  passionate  speech  from 
Tony  Blair  calling  for  party 
unity  proved  enough  to  turn 
the  tables,  demonstrating  yet 
again  his  hold  over  the  party. 

At  U20am  the  first  MPs 
started  drifting  into  Room  14 
on  Westminster's  committee 
corridor,  grim-faced  and  bay¬ 
ing  for  Ms  Harman's  blood 
There  was  talk  of  MPs  de¬ 
manding  a  vote  to  seal  her 
late.  One  said:  “If  she  doesn't 
resign.  I  will." 

At  11-28  a  tense  Ms  Hannan 
aimed  up.  flanked  by  Henry 
McLeish  and  Alan  Mil  bom, 
members  of  her  health  team. 
She  had  spent  part  of  the 
morning  visiting  her  daugh¬ 
ter's  school,  where  the  child 
was  playing  the  cello  in  her 
first  public  performance. 

At  11.30  Tony  Blair  walked 
in.  smiling  nervously.  Most  of 
the  Shadow  Cabinet  had  al¬ 
ready  taken  their  places. 

Officials  had  said  that  MPS 
were  evenly  divided  into  those 
for  and  against  Ms  Harman 
and  it  was  dear  from  the  start 
that  the  meeting  would  be 
antagonistic,  with  three  MPs. 
Paul" Flynn.  Alice  Mahon  and 
Clive  Soley.  calling  for  her  to 
resign. 

Many  of  the  ten  backbench¬ 
ers  who  spoke  deliberately  did 
not  mention  her  name  but 
agreed  that  the  party  should 
unite  over  the  issue.  Michael 
Martin.  MP  for  Glasgow 
Springbum.  insisted  dial 
there  was  no  justification  for 
Ms  Harman’s  decision  to  send 
her  child  to  a  grammar  school. 
He  had  been  faced  with  the 
same  choice  and  had  sent  his 
children  to  his  local  compre¬ 
hensive.  If  he  wasn't  allowed 
to  send  his  child  to  the  best 
school,  why  was  she.  he 
demanded. 

Clive  Soley.  MP  for  Ham¬ 
mersmith,  called  for  her  resig¬ 
nation.  arguing  that  she  had 
to  accept  collective  Shadow 


Cabinet  responsibility.  He 
said  that  the  Tories  and  the 
press  would  continue  to  ex¬ 
ploit  the  dispute  unless  she 
stepped  down. 

Mr  Soley  went  cm  to  defend 
his  own  education  at  an  inner- 
city  school  where  violence  and 
bullying  were  the  norm.  “I 
came  away  with  the  ability  to 
cope  with  life  in  a  way  that 
people  in  protected  schools  do 
noL" 

Roy  Hatters  ley,  the  former 
deputy  Labour  leader,  also 
criticised  Ms  Harman  bait  did 
not  openly  call  for  her  to 
resign.  He  urged  to  party  to 
campaign  on  its  commitment 
to  comprehensive  education 
saying  it  was  vital  to  kill  any 
idea  that  the  party  was  revis¬ 
ing  its  policy. 

Paul  Flynn,  MP  for  New¬ 
port  West,  alienated  many  of 


Soley:  called  for 
Harman’s  resignation 


Grant  surprising 
show  of  support 


Ms  Harman's  critics  when  he 
turned  on  Mr  Blair,  criticising 
him  for  sending  his  son  to  the 
grant-maintained  London  Or¬ 
atory.  He  attacked  the  “golden 
circle"  around  the  leader  and 
accused  him  of  going  against 
the  principles  of  the  party. 

His  attack  made  several 
MPs  wince  with  embarrass¬ 
ment  and  helped  to  change  the 
mood  of  the  meeting.  They 
were  out  to  get  Ms  Harman, 
nor  Mr  Blair. 

Other  speakers  capitalised 
on  Mr  Flynn’s  error  of  judg¬ 
ment  Gerald  Kaufman  called 
on  the  party  to  unite  against 
the  Tories  and  George 
Howarth  said  that  other  MPs 
would  face  similar  difficult 
derisions.  But  the  most  sur¬ 
prising  person  to  support  Ms 
Hannan  was  Bemie  Grant, 
the  MP  for  Tottenham.  He 
railed  against  the  standards  of 
schools  in  his  constituency 
and  across  London,  regretting 
having  sent  his  children  to 
local  schools. 

“I  understand  that  people 
want  the  best  for  their  child¬ 
ren,"  he  said.  “London  schools 
are  a  disgrace.  They  were  bad 
under  Labour  but  now  they 
are  rotten." 

In  an  emotional  five-minute 
speech.  Ms  Harman  apol¬ 
ogised  for  the  trouble  she  had 
caused  die  parly.  “I  deeply 
regret  that  any  derision  I  have 
taken  has  given  any  succour  to 
the  Tories  and  any  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  them  to  attack  the 
Labour  Party,"  she  said. 

MPs  gave  her  a  sympathetic 
round  of  applause  but  many 
were  not  convinced  by  her 
apologies.  “It  was  pitiful," said 
one. 

It  was  left  to  Mr  Blair  to 
rescue  her.  In  an  emotional 
speech  he  called  far  the  party 
to  “pull  together".  It  was 
enough.  The  MPs  left  the 
meeting  singing  his  praises. 
They  had  almost  forgotten  Ms 
Harman.  “She  could  have 
been  Fred  Wests  accomplice 
and  we  would  still  have  sup¬ 
ported  him,"  one  MP  said.. 


Leading  article,  page  19 


Gordon  Brown  and 
Robin  Cook-  may  be 
the  brains  in  the  Lab¬ 
our  leadership,  but  John  Pres¬ 
cott  is  much  more  than  its 
brawn.  Without  him  Tony 
Blair  would  be  able  ro  achieve 
little,  and  no  one  knows  it 
better  than  the  Labour  leader. 

As  the  Harriet  Hannan 
crisis  began  to  subside  yester¬ 
day.  yet  again  the  deputy 
leader’s  value  to  Mr  Blair  was 
underlined.  It  is  an  open 
secret  at  Westminster  that  the 
occasionally  fiery  Mr  Prescott 
is  deeply  unhappy  at  the 
events  of  the  past  few  days. 

First  of  all  he  was  not  told  in 
advance  the  news,  known 
only  to  a  handful  of  leader¬ 
ship  friends,  that  Harriet 
Harman  was  to  send  her  son 
to  a  grammar  schooL  Then  — 
through  error  rather  than  a 
conspiracy  —  he  was  not  told 
of  die  plan  to  leak  it  to  selected 
newspapers  last  Friday  to  pre¬ 
empt  what  would  have.been 
more  damaging  coverage  in 
the  weekend  press,  leaving 


him  flai-footed  when  giving 
radio  interviews  on  other 
matters  on  Saturday  morning. 
When  he  did  learn  about  it  he 
was  appalled  at  what  Ms 
Harman  had  done.  He  did 
not  semi-publidy  call  her  a 
“****ing  hypocrite",  as  some 
reports  have  claimed,  but  he 
was  less  than  complimentary 
about  his  colleague 

It  was  not  the  first  time  that 
Mr  Prescott  had  been  left  “out 
of  the  loop".  He  was  not  a 
recipient  of  the  notorious  Phil¬ 
ip  Gould  memo  —  suggesting 
that  Labour  was  not  yet  fit  for 
government  —  which  was 
leaked  during  last  year’s  TUC 
conference  nor  was  he  at  the 
New  Forest  gathering  of  Blair 
friends  and  media  experts  last 
year,  leading  to  claims  that  he 
had  been  excluded. 

It  would  be  no  surprise  to 
learn  that  Mr  Prescott,  along 
with  an  overwhelming  major¬ 
ity  of  the  parliamentary  party, 
would  prefer  Ms  Harman  to 
resign.  Had  he  rebelled 
against  Mr  Blair’s  derision  to 


stand  by  her  he  would  have 
had  much  of  the  party  behind 
him.  But  Mr  Prescott  knew 
that  was  precisely  the  out¬ 
come  desired  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  A  split  between  the 
Labour  leader  and  his  deputy 
is  the  golden  scenario  over 
which  most  Tories  drool.  Mr 
Prescott’s  stony  expression  in 
the  Commons  on  Tuesday 
raised  their  hopes  that  he  was 
dose  to  breaking  point 

He  swiftly  realised, 
however,  that  the 
survival  or  otherwise 
of  Ms  Hannan  had  become 
the  battle  that  Mr  Biair  could 
not  afford  to  lose.  It  had  been 
elevated  into  the  crucial  test  of 
new  Labour,  if  Ms  Harman 
had  to  go  for  exercising  her 
choice  as  a  parent  old  Labour 
would  triumph  and  Mr  Blair 
would  be  severely,  perhaps 
fatally,  wounded. 

So  Mr  Prescott,  being  the 
party  trooper  that  he  is,  swal¬ 
lowed  his  deep  reservations 
and  went  along  with  his 


leader.  The  two  had  a  lengthy 
chat  on  Tuesday  after  Ques¬ 
tion  Time  before  Mr  Blair’s 
strategy  of  backing  Ms 
Harman  took  shape.  There¬ 
after  he  was  on  board  and  the 
crisis  began  to  ease.  Mr 
Prescott  was  by  Mr  Blair’s 
side  as  he  told  Iris  MPs  that  he 
would  not  yield  Ms  Harman's 
scalp.  In  his  own  contribution 
later  he  could  not  bring  him¬ 
self  to  mention  Ms  Hannan 
but  his  message  was  clear 
“Let's  put  it  behind  us." 

The  MP  Gerald  Kaufman 
has  observed  the  relationship 
grow.  “John  has  a  genuine 
loyalty  to  Tony  —  it  is  strik¬ 
ing."  he  said. 

Mr  Prescott  has  admitted 
privately  that  in  spite  of  his 
initial  misgivings  Mr  Blair 
was  right  to  abandon  the 
Clause  Four  commitment  to 
nationalisation.  Mr  Blair 
would  not  have  accomplished 
that  change  without  him.  The 
leadership  wOl  be  wary  of 
straining  Mr  Prescott's  loyalty 
again. 


Tories  try 
to  keep 
up  the 
pressure 

By  James  Landale 

POLITICAL  REPORTER 

HARRIET  HARMAN  took 
her  fight  for  political  survival 
to  the  Commons  yesterday, 
hitting  back  at  Tory  MPs  in  a 
debate  on  the  health  service. 

Undaunted  by  persistent 
heckling  from  the  Tory  bench¬ 
es.  the  Shadow  Health  Secre¬ 
tary  attacked  the  Government 
for  its  creeping  privatisation  of 
the  NHS.  She  said  ministers 
had  ignored  what  she  called 
the  "crisis"  in  healthcare  pro¬ 
vision  that  was  forcing  hospi¬ 
tals  to  turn  away  the  sick. 

She  responded  to  Tory  MPs' 
interventions  about  the  gram¬ 
mar  school  row  by  telling 
them  that  they  should  be  more 
interested  in  the  NHS  than  in 
“making  cheap  points”.  She 
condemned  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  managers  and 
bureaucrats  in  the  NHS  com¬ 
bined  with  cuts  in  the  number 
of  nurses.  “The  NHS  is  be¬ 
coming  less  and  less  and 
public  service  and  more  and 
more  a  private  business  run 
on  the  basis  of  cost  not  of 
need."  she  said. 

Stephen  Dorrell.  the  Health 
Secretary,  praised  Ms 
Hannan  for  supporting  diver¬ 
sity  and  choice  in  eduction. 
“The  reason  Ms  Hannan  is 
right  and  virtually  all  her 
colleagues  on  her  own  back 
benches  are  wrong  is  that  she 
has  shown  by  her  actions  that 
she  endorses  the  principles 
and  values  of  a  free  and  open 
sodety."  he  said. 

“That  is  important  in  the 
world  of  education  and  equal¬ 
ly  important  in  the  world  of 
healthcare.” 


IN  PARLIAMENT 


YESTERDAY  In  the  Commons:  back¬ 
bench  debates;  education  and  employ¬ 
ment  questions;  Laboif -Initiated  debate 
on  the  National  Health  Sovtca.  In  the 
Lords:  opportunities  In  the  proposed  tree 
trade  area  of  the  Americas;  motor  spent 
industry;  Companies  Act  (VUsceflaneous 
Accounting  Amendments)  RsgtAations; 
Financial  Services  Ad  (Investment  Ser¬ 
vices)  (Extension  of  Scope  ot  Ad)  Older. 
TODAY  in  the  Commons  questions  to 
North  am  Ireland  minsiera  and  the  Prime 
Minister,  Finance  &■,  cornmltiee  stage: 
the  Health  Service  Commissioner 
(Amendment!  BflL  remaining  stages.  In 
the  Lords  FamSyLaw  aa.  committee 
staQK  International  Tltxroi  for  the  Law  of 
the  Sea  (Immunities  and  Prtvflegesl 
Order:  (memntonai  Sea-Bed  Authority 
(Immtxnties  and  Privileges)  Order  Mer¬ 
chant  Shipping  (Prevention  at  Pollution} 
(Law  of  the  Sea  Convention}  Order. 


INTERROGATE  YOUR 
CURRENT  ACCOUNT 


It's  a  simple  decision.  H  your  current  account  can’t  say  'yes'  to 
the  questions  above,  it’s  easy  to  switch  to  one  that  can. 

With  the  Alliance  Account  from  Alliance  &  Leicester,  you  have 
control  of  your  money,  24  hours  d  day,  365  days  a  year.  If  you 
want  to  pay  a  bill  a;  midnight  or  check  your  balance  first  thing  in 
the  morning,  just  pick  up  the  phone. 

24  hour  telephone  banking 

As  well  as  round  round  the  dock  telephone  banking,  you  have 
access  to  your  account  through  a  network  of  nearly  350  branches 
and  8,500  LINK  cash  machines. 

It's  simple  to  switch 

If  your  bank  account  cant  come  up  with  the  right  answers, 
switching  to  the  Alliance  Account  is  easy  -  we’ll  even  help  you 


transfer  direct  debits  and  standing  orders.  For  more  details,  call  us 
free  on  0500  95  95  95  or  complete  and  return  the  coupon  below. 

•Subject  10  Ranis 


Find  out  more  today,  call  FREE  on: 


0500  95  95  95 

quoting  ref:  NTA 


I  Please  send  me  more  information  about  the  Alliance 
|  Account  from  Alliance  &  Leicester. 

I  Mr/MrsMiss/Ms - Initials - 

I 
1 
I 


Surname. 


.Address. 


.Postcode. 


•  Td.  No.  (Home) 

I 


.  (Work). 


I 


P?  FREE 


OR  C38«mtt  Fbfarf  . 

vathnnubh  agatot'arty  Item  to  ttre. 
Argcw  catejagw.  J&  your  choice 
When  yew  gpwt  ymr  Affiance 
Account  before  29th  March  1996. 


Date  of  birth _ / _ / _  i 

I  “ 

I  Are  you  an  Alliance  &  Leicester  customer?  D  Yes  □  No  I 


Return  to: 

Alliance  &  Leicester 
Budding  Society. 

|  Freepost  1LS  948). 

|  Leeds  LS2  SAL 


■  ALLIANCE  i 

a  LEICESTER  \ 

Alliance  Account  .  J 

AU  isnJoi-ns  cau  s*  sg«a  ia  o»«i.  ana  agree  10  pay  a  mni-num  tri  C300  eacn  icon:*  (or  gran1  creQiie  earn  term}  into  men  accou tt  Applications  issuing  si  me  dOO  eneove 
■juarar  :ee  car  J  as;  oierjra'r  <as-?i:n»  are  Sufijeei  to  an  appraisal  ol  voui  imanctal  position.  Wnnen  quotations  avaitetile  on  reauesi  Inieresl  on  creon  Balances  *ni  be  pavatiia  net 
si  s«.s  -*je  sf  'recite  or  supfecr  !o  me  required  csriificaticn.  gi»s  The  gross  ra:e  of  interest  quoted  does  no!  lane  account  of  deducnor.  of  income  fa*  The  rate  o'  5-»  s’siss 
s  a  15  pa  nab'*  c-i  oafinces  ol  150M  qr  nwre  Credit  interest  ts  calculated  canj  tram  me  day  tc-newuig  receipt  up  ro  and  including  the  da;  berore  witnoraaai.  e» :  eel  deco;  ts 
mope  tv  eheqce  interest  ;s  calculated  from  the  lourtti  Horem;  day  tnuon.itg  receipt  a!  the  cheque  clearance  cenire  Iniereai  tales  are  variable  OveroreHs  ate  repatasir 
£<-<  eama-o  Apr'isauo-s  must  se  received  aeiweeo  i5in  Januan  inn  £?:“  Watc1,  1986.  After  jou  tend  /cut  accour:  Kilts  salary  or  ciedit  fll  at  teas:  ‘.300  aec  -vu»*r 
•  Cvi  da  -  ':m  eel®!*  3t*:  Mar  ‘  396,  you  ua  cHotm  mine*  C3Q  worm  oi  Asgos  Premier  Penns  ot  a  voucher  for  a  Bmafone  Teiecoraer  2100  ahicn  is  redeemable  at  any  rioes  were 
•  CUSTOMER  WITH  AN  ALLIANCE  ACCOUNT  WIU  BE  A  DEPOSITOR  WITH,  NOT  A  SHAREHOLDER  OF,  THE  SOCIETY. 

Alliance  £  Leicester  Building  Society.  Heritage  House,  El  Souttigates.  Leicester.  LSf 


PHONE  01443  223366 

WITH  YOUR  ORDERS 

quoting  reference  EFBMS. 

FREE  Postage  and  Packing  (VAT  inc.) 


PEACE  OF  MfND  -  DIRECT  FROM  TOE  ROYAL  MINT: 
H  you're  not  entirety  happy  with  your  coins, 
we  will  refund  your  money  in  ful  if  you  return 

the  coBettion  within  30  days. _ 


Tel  No.: _ _ _ Date: _ 

Signature  fir  is  aumnal  to  J*jn  to*  awfii  card  paymemj _ _ _ 

All  ortisn  we  ufoci  re  amflifiaty.  Any  mSer  iwefwd  eftw  the  awe  b  soM  out  will 
be  relumed  qukUy. 

Please  allow  28  days  for  delivery.  Was  this  puttfiased  as  a  gift?  Q  Please  tick. 

EFBMS 


The  magnificent  1996  Proof  coin  collections  from 
the  Royal  Mint  contain  nine  legal  lender  coins, 
including  a  superb  crown-size  £5  coin,  issued  to 
commemorate  Her  Majesty  the  Queen's  7Cith  birthday. 
The  new  commemorative  £2  coin  prays  tribute-  to 
tbe  game  of  football,  while  the  new  £1  design 
represents  Northern  Ireland. 


new  coins 


FINEST  EXAMPLES 
OF  THE  MINTER'S  ART 
Proof  coins  are  renowned  for  the  beaut)’  of 
their  frosted  relief  designs  which  contrast 
perfectly  with  their  mirror-like  backgrounds. 

Tbe  Deluxe  Proof  set  conies  in  a  red  leather 
presentation  case  together  with  a  FREE 
information  booklet,  while  the  Standard  Proof 
set  is  housed  in  a  blue  leatherette  case. 

Both  Proof  collections  an?  subject  to  a  strict 
worldwide  issue  limit.  All  coins,  apart  from  the  £5 
crown  are  also  available  in  a  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
presentation  folder.  (Please  see  order  coupon 
lor  details  I. 


ROYAL 

MINT 


.Postcode:. 


Address:. 


f2  Com  deugned 
by  John  Mitts 


Return  re  Uyii  Mbit,  HtEEPOSb  P.O.  Bn  SQL  Cardiff  CF1  JYY.  Mo  sMp  tmdad. 

Dent  tetgH  to  tndoi*  you  dwAw,  payabta  u  tin  Ibiyal  UiM,  re  yun  ondit  cant  nurebtr. 
Please  send  me:  Description  Order  Code  Price  Quantity 

TOTAL  ISSUE  [  I9M  UR  Deluxe  Pioot  Set  (as  illustrated}  D96DX  £3750  {  1 

IlMtr  100,000  1 1996  UK  Proof  Set  DM  £29.75  I  J 

1996  UK  Bnlliim  UntirruLan-d  Coin  let  DU96  1  950  |  ] 

Total  payable  £ _ 

I'd  like  to  pay  by  cheque  (name  and  address  on  bad)  please}  Q  Visa  □  Access  Q 

1  1  I  LI  I  1  I  1  I  I  I  I  I  M  I  I  I — l —  ] 


Mr/MrVMss'Ms:  Forename. 


.Surname: 


12  EUROPEAN  NEWS 


Santer  tells  euro 
doubters  ‘the  clock 
cannot  be  stopped’ 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  2519%" 


From  Charles  Bremnbr  in  Brussels 


JACQUES  SANTER,  ihe  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  European  Com¬ 
mission.  tried  yesterday  to 
silence  the  growing  chorus  of 
doubt  over  European  mone¬ 
tary  union  but  Jiad  lo  compete 
with  new  questions  over  the 
project  from  senior  French 
and  Spanish  politicians. 

“It  is  irresponsible  to  sow 
doubts"  on  its  fate,  said  M 
Santer  at  the  close  of  a  three- 
day  conference  called  by  the 
Commission  to  launch  a  pub¬ 
licity  campaign  for  the  birth, 
36  months  away,  of  the  euro. 

M  Santer  took  issue  with 
Carlos  Wesiendorp.  the  Span¬ 
ish  Foreign  Minister  and  a 
leading  figure  in  European 
affairs,  for  a  suggestion  it 
might  be  preferable  to  “stop 
the  clock"  and  delay  the  l°99 
deadline  set  in  the  Maasrricht 
treaty  until  Britain.  Spain  and 
Italy  could  join  the  single 
currency.  "Stopping  the  clocks 
will  not  prevent  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry  arriving."  said  M  Santer. 

His  reference  to  a  “credibil¬ 
ity  crisis",  made  in  the 


monumental  new  European 
Parliament  building  in  Brus¬ 
sels.  merely  echoed  comments 
heard  around  the  Continent. 
But  his  words  stung  because 
he  has  played  a  central  role  in 
the  Union  in  recent  months  as 
chairman  of  the  Reflection 
Group  that  prepared  the 
ground  for  the  forthcoming 
Maastricht  treaty  review. 

M  Santer  and  his  team  were 
also  taken  aback  yesterday  by 
a  suggestion  from  Valery  Gis- 
card  d’Estaing,  the  Former 
French  President  and  fervent 
pro-European,  that  the  trea¬ 
ty’s  terms  could  be  bent  to 
allow  the  euro  a  painless  birth 
on  time.  M  Giscard  said  the 
Maastricht  criteria  on  eco¬ 
nomic  convergence  should 
be  massaged  to  take  account 
of  the  slowdown  threatening 
the  EMU  calendar. 

M  Santer  welcomed  ail 
ideas  but  said  that  nothing 
should  get  in  the  way  of  the 
Maastricht  text. 

M  Giscard  d'Estaing’s  pro¬ 
posal  drew  on  the  fact  that  the 


Madrid  disclaimer 


From  Edward  Owen  in  Madrid 


CARLOS  Wesiendorp.  the 
Spanish  Foreign  Minister,  at¬ 
tempted  yesterday  to  limit  the 
fall-out  from  his  doubts  about 
the  European  Union's  ability 
to  launch  a  single  currency  by 
January  1999.  In  the  process, 
however,  he  insisted  ihat  the 
plan  for  economic  and  mone¬ 
tary  union  (EMU)  was  im¬ 
mersed  in  a  “credibility 
crisis". 

Senor  Westendorp  claimed 
that  he  had  been  quoted  out  of 
context  by  his  Government's 
own  news  agency.  Efe,  when 
he  said  that  “stopping  the 
clock"  might  be  the  only  way 
of  meeting  the  deadline  for 
introducing  the  euro. 

“The  position  of  the  Spanish 
Government  in  general  and  of 
myself  privately  is  that  the 
single  currency  is  something 


that  has  to  become  reality,  and 
it’s  a  good  thing  economically 
and  politically.  As  far  as  i  am 
concerned,  it  will  appear  on 
January'  I.  1999.  Spain  ought 
to  be,  and  can  be,  in  the  fust 
group  of  countries  that  has  the 
single  currency.” 

He  also  insisted  that  his 
references  on  Tuesday  to  the 
possibility  of  “stopping  the 
clock"  if  Britain.  Italy  or  Spain 
could  not  join  were  hypo¬ 
thetical.  “I  don’t  think  it’s 
going  to  happen."  he  added.  “I 
believe  that  monetary  union  is 
going  to  happen  as  long  as 
there  are  enough  countries,  in 
quantity  and  importance.  But 
monetary  union  without 
France  and  Germany  and  one 
of  the  other  countries  like 
Italy.  Spain  or  the  United 
Kingdom  is  impossible." 


treaty  lets  countries  into 
EMU  without  full  compliance 

in  special  circumstances. 
However,  that  flexibility  has. 
in  effect,  been  eliminated  by 
recent  fierce  pressure  from 
Germany  for  stria  adherence 
to  the  criteria- 

The  wave  of  monetary  angst 
across  the  Continent  has  em¬ 
barrassed  M  Santer  and  his 
team.  While  privately  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  uncertain¬ 
ties.  they  argue  that  doubters 
only  play  into  the  hands  of 
“anti-Europeans"  in  Britain. 
France  and  elsewhere.  M 
Santer  said  there  was  no  point 
’’going'  on  the  defensive  and 
leaving  the  ground  to  critics 
spreading  counter-projects". 

Yves-Thibault  de  Silguy.  the 
Commissioner  for  the  EMU 
project,  agreed,  saying:  "We 
are  not  working  on  alternative 
scenarios.  We  are  applying  the 
letter  of  the  treaty." 

The  project's  scale  became 
even  more  apparent  at  M  San- 
ter's  £750,000  gathering. 
Some  400  experts  and  Euro¬ 
eminences  agreed  the  single 
currency  had  little  chance  if 
people  could  not  be  swiftly 
convinced  of  its  merits. 

The  first  “lie"  they  wanted 
to  purge  is  the  belief,  taking 
hold  especially  in  France,  that 
EMU  spells  unemployment.  A 
narrow  majority  of  EU  citi¬ 
zens  now  believes  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  Commission  poll.  A 
key  task  will  be  convincing  the 
German  population,  of  which 
only  38  per  rent  is  in  favour  of 
swapping  the  mark  for  the 
euro  —  only  two  percentage 
points  ahead  of  the  British. 

Expert  opinion  was  mixed, 
however,  on  whether  the 
“explanatory  campaign"  in 
schools,  at  the  bank  counter 
and  through  local  television, 
should  focus  on  "euro-in-your- 
pocket"  benefits  or  the  over¬ 
arching  political  goal  of 
European  union.  The  model 
campaign,  said  M  Santer.  was 
Britain’s  five-year  effort  that 
changed  public  opinion  and 
prepared  the  country  for  dec¬ 
imalisation  in  1971. 


Russian  miners,  many  of  whom  have 
not  been  paid  for  four  months,  bang 
their  helmets  on  the  ground  in  an 
anti-government  protest  outside  the 
While  House  in  Moscow  yesterday. 
About  800  miners  demonstrated  in 
front  of  die  building  to  protest 


Russian  miners  demand  pay 

against  the  failure  of  Viktor  for  Boris  Yeltsin  helped  him  to  win 
Chernomyrdin,  the  Prime  Minister,  the  presidency  in  1991,  have  turned 
to  make  good  a  promise  to  pay  their  against  the  leader  and  his  Govern- 
hack  wages.  Miners,  whose  support  ment  Many  voted  for  Communists 


and  nationalists,  who  won  the  most- 
votes  in  December's  parliamentary 
elections.  They  plan  to  maintain  their 
picket  of  the  White  House  for  three 
days.  If  their  demands  are  not  met 
they  plan  to  begin  a  nationwide  strike 
next  Thursday.  (AP) 


Bosnia  tribunal  sets  date  for  war  crimes  trial 


By  Michael  Binyon,  diplomatic  editor 


THE  first  Bosnian  war  crimes 
trial  has  been  tentatively  set 
for  March  18.  when  Dusko 
Tadic,  a  Bosnian  Serb,  will  go 
before  ihe  international  tribu¬ 
nal  in  The  Hague,  charged 
with  killing  prisoners  in  the 
Omarska  detention  camp. 

The  trial  of  the  former 
policeman,  arrested  in  Ger¬ 
many  in  1994.  is  likely  to  last 
tun  months,  and  marks  a 
derisive  phase  in  the  world 
attempt  to  bring  to  justice 
those  individuals  responsible 
for  committing  atrocities.  It 
oomes  as  a  team  of  investiga¬ 
tors.  headed  by  Justice  Rich¬ 
ard  Goldstone.  is  preparing  to 
start  uncovering  evidence  at 
suspected  sites  of  mass  graves 
in  Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

In  a  clear  change  of  policy, 
the  investigators  will  now  be 


given  support,  protection  and 
help  by  Nato  forces  in  Bosnia, 
after  initial  resistance.  Senior 
commanders  believed  such  a 
role  would  compromise  the 
main  function  of  die  Nato 
force,  the  enforcement  of  the 
Dayton  peace  accord. 

Public  opinion  in  the  West 
has  forced  a  swift  reassess¬ 
ment.  however.  Nato  forces 
will  now  be  “pro-active”  in 


searching  out  and  patrolling 
suspected  grave  sites. 

The  international  tribunal 
refuses  to  say  how  many  of  its 
officials  are  in  Bosnia,  and 
where  they  will  go.  However, 
an  investigation  of  the  fields 
outside  Srebrenica,  where  ir  is 
suspected  that  up  to  7.000 
Muslim  men  may  be  buried, 
will  be  the  priority. 

A  difficult  political  question 


is  whether  the  tribunal  will 
investigate  the  rote  played  by 
President  Milosevic  of  Serbia 
in  encouraging  atrocities  and 
ethnic  cleansing.  Mr  Justice 
Goldstone  has  held  talks  in 
Belgrade,  the  Serbian  capital.. 

Futy-two  people  have  been 
indicted  by  the  tribunal  for 
war  crimes.  The  main  difficul¬ 
ty  will  be  to  ensure  that  they 
are  extradited.  • 


Freedom  brings  sorrow  for  hostage 


Sarajevo:  Sadflta  Hajruli.  51. 
a  frail  woman  held  hostage  by 
a  Sob  family  in  the  basement 
of  their  bouse  for  three  years, 
was  released  yesterday — only 
to  learn  that  her  mother  had 
died  a  few  days  earlier.  Mrs 
Hajruli  was  abducted  in  1992 


and  held  by  a  Serb  woman  to 
be  exchanged  for  her  own 
daughter,  a  prisoner  of  the 
Bosnian  Government  Yester¬ 
day  Mrs  Hajruli’s  sister  Izeta 
broke  the  news  that  their 
mother  had  just  died.  “We 
buried  heron  Friday.  She  was 


waiting  for  you  ^ . .  She 
couldn't  wait  any  longer.” 
Mrs  Hajruli’s  husband, 
Kerim,  a  prisoner  of  the 
Serbs,  has  disappeared.  The 
Serb  woman’s  .-daughter, 
Radojka  Pandurevtc.  is  still 
being  held. 


Security  for  American  troops  $ 
serving  in  Bosnia  has  been  7 
tightened  in  the  wake  of  fears 
that  they  may  be  targeted  by 
Mujahidin  volunteers,  many 
of  than  Islamic  radicals  from 
the  Middle  East  who  are  bit¬ 
terly  hostile  to  the  United 
States.  In  the  wake  of  the 
sentencing  of  Omar  Abdel- 
Rahman,  the  blind  deric  who 
masterminded  bombings  and 
assassinations  in  New  York, 
American  fears  of  a  violent 
Islamic  retaliation  have 
grown. 

In  Washington,  the  World 
Bank  approved  $150  million 
(£99  million)  in  credits  for 
Bosnia  on  Tuesday  to  help  to 
rebuild  the  devastated  coun¬ 
try.  The  money  is  part  of  a 
$500  million  reconstruction 
package  agreed  last  month. 
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Vhu'll  feel  virtually  nothing  m  the  new  Honda  Civic  Coupe  . 
The  Double  Wishbone  suspension  can  help  smooth  out 
the  bumpiest  of  surfaces. 

Apert  from  the  one  that  occurs  on  the  surface  of  Ihe  skin 


when  casting  your  eye  over  the  sleek  new  body  shape. 

A  condition  that  is  no  less  severe  when  you  take  the  seat 
behind  the  steering  wheei.  Start  the  engine  up  and  you  really 
wiB  begin  to  feel  something  ftit  your  foot  down  and  you’ll 


immediately  reaBse  that  the  Coupe  ts  a  responsive  beast  not  just  powered.  WiBiams  and  McLaren  to  no  less  than  six 

another  sheep  in  wolf’s  dothing.  world  championships.  Sounds  a  little  bit  thirsty,  you  rray 

Beneath  the  bonnet  of  the  Coupe  SR  is  the  programmed  But  you  couldn't  be  more  wrong, 

fuel  injection  system,  perfected  on  the  Formula  One  cars  that  The  Civic’s  V-TEC  engine  was  also  developed  in  Font 

■Government  Fuel  Consumption  figures  tor  Cmc  Coupe  l.a  Sft  Urtw-3*  npp  Gmstant  56mph  SOAnpg:  Constant  75mpfi  «umpg  On  liw  road  po» 
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Coleridge:  the 
restless  genius 
of  Kubla  Khan 


BUSINESS  EDITOR  Lindsay  Cook 
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Shorts 
puts  1,500 
workers 
on  notice 

By  RossTieman  and 
Robert  Ro  dwell 

SHORT  Brothers,  the  Bel¬ 
fast  aerostructures  com¬ 
pany.  last  night  put  1.500 
workers  on  three-months’ 
notice  of  redundancy  in 
case  efforts  to  rescue  Fok¬ 
ker.  the  Dutch  plane-mak¬ 
er,  fail. 

The  workers  are  involved 
in  building  wings  and  oth¬ 
er  structures  for  the  region¬ 
al  jets  assembled  by 
Fokker.  which  went  into 
administration  on  Tuesday 
after  the  Dutch  Govern- 
men t  and  Daimler-Benz,  its 
German  parent,  failed  to 
agree  on  a  rescue  plan. 

Roy  McNulty.  Shorts' 
chief  executive,  said  Shorts 
and  other  partners  and 
suppliers  on  (he  Fokker  70 
and  Fokker  100  pro¬ 
gramme  had  offered  sub¬ 
stantial  price  cuts.  But  they 
were  mud?  smaller  than 
the  40  per  cent  cut  Fokker 
had  demanded  just  weeks 
ago  in  a  desperate  bid  to 
stay  in  the  air. 

"Our  immediate  focus  is 
to  help  Fokker  to  survive 
in  any  way  we  can."  Mr 
McNulty  said.  Shorts 
would  continue  to  deliver 
wings  to  the  administra¬ 
tor.  he  said. 

Despite  hopes  in  The 
Netherlands  that  Bombar¬ 
dier.  Shorts'  Canadian 
parent,  may  buy  Fokker*s 
commercial  aircraft  busi¬ 
ness.  Mr  McNulty  said 
there  were  no  plans  either 
at  the  Bombardier  head 
office  or  in  Belfast  to 
mount  a  rescue.  Although 
the  Fokker  was  an  excel¬ 
lent  aircraft,  the  regional 
jet  market  was  oversup¬ 
plied.  and  some  would 
have  to  ga  he  said. 

Bombardier,  which  also 
owns  de  Havilland,  Cana¬ 
da!  r  and  Leaijet  has  just 
launched  a  50-seat  region¬ 
al  jet  of  its  own. 

Shares  in  Fokker  lost 
half  their  value  falling  to 
just  32  guilders  after  trad¬ 
ing  resumed  on  the  Amster¬ 
dam  stock  exchange. 
Industry  sources  believe 
buyers  may  be  found  for 
FokkeTs  aircraft  sen-icing 
and  defence  equipment 
manufacturing  businesses, 
which  are  not  in  adminis¬ 
tration.  But  thev-  insist  that 
overcapacity  in  regional 
aircraft  makes  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  a  buyer  for  the 
regional  jets  and  turboprop 
business,  which  employs 
more  than  4.000.  unlikely. 


SUpped  disc  Bill  Cockbum.  left  group  chief  executive  of  WH  Smith,  pictured  with  Jeremy  Hardie.  the  chairman, 
made  a  scathing  attack  on  the  company's  corporate  culture  after  reporting  a  fall  in  profits  Page  25.  Tenipus  Page  26 

Solicitor  convicted 
over  Belling  fraud 


By  Robert  Miller 


A  FORMER  solicitor  and  his 
co-conspirator  were  yes¬ 
terday  found  guilty  of 
defrauding  investors  in  an 
international  multimillion- 
pound  fraud  which  included 
taking  more  than  £3  million 
from  the  pension  fund  of 
Belling. 

Charles  Deacon,  54.  a  for¬ 
mer  under-sheriff  of  Stafford, 
and  James  Fuller.  57.  were 
convicted  ar  Middlesex  Crown 
Court  on  eight  counts  of  cons¬ 
piracy  to  defraud  and  obtain¬ 
ing  property  by  deception. 

During  the  three-month 
trial,  which  was  brought  by 
the  Serious  Fraud  Office  after 
a  join:  investigation  with  Staf¬ 
fordshire  police,  the  court 
heard  how  Deacon  and  Fuller, 
together  with  John  Savage, 
defrauded  individuals  and 
businesses  of  more  than  £13 
million. 

Savage,  who  was  under 
investigation  in  the  United 
States  in  connection  with 
money-laundering  allega¬ 
tions,  died  in  Colorado  before 


he  could  be  extradited  for  trial 
in  the  UK. 

In  the  Belting  case,  the  cash- 
strapped  company,  famed 
among  students  for  its  Baby 
Belling  cooker,  was  persuaded 
to  hand  over  a  05  million  fee 
from  the  firm's  pension  fund 
to  Deacon,  a  "trusted'’  solici¬ 
tor,  in  return  for  a  £50  million 
loan.  The  firm  was  shown  a 
forged  letter  purported  to  be 
from  Lord  TugendhaL  then 
NalWest  deputy  chairman, 
talking  about  a  £750  million 
"facility". 

As  is  the  case  with  "ad¬ 
vanced  fee"  fraud,  however, 
the  victim  hands  over  the 
arrangement  fee  upfront,  usu¬ 
ally  to  cover  the  so-called  first 
year's  interest  payments,  and 
never  receives  the  money. 

Belting  could  not  withstand 
the  blow  and  went  into  receiv¬ 
ership  in  1992.  U  is  still  not 
clear  whether  the  Belling  pen¬ 
sion  scheme  will  ever  fully 
recover  all  the  missing  funds 
and  therefore  be  able  K>  meet 
all  its  future  liabilities  to  its 


members.  Besides  Belling  oth¬ 
er  victims  included  Russia's 
largest  co-operative.  Finland's 
biggest  food  processing  com¬ 
pany  and  a  Danish  investor. 

In  some  cases.  the 
fraudsters  —  described  by- 
John  Gold  ring.  QC,  the  suc¬ 
cessful  SFO  prosecutor,  as 
"accomplished  liars"  — 
claimed  that  they  were  acting 
for  the  CIA  on  the  direct 
authorisation  of  George  Bush, 
then  US  President-  Savage, 
who  produced  bogus  letters 
from  the  former  President, 
claimed  to  he  a  senior  CIA 
agent. 

Pul  ice  believe  that  Deacon 
and  Fuller,  who  claimed  to  one 
gullible  victim  that  he  was  the 
inventor  of  the  world's  first 
heart-lung  machine,  were  pan 
of  a  12-strong  gang  —  four  in 
America,  the  rest  in  Britain. 
To  make  sure  (hey  had  their 
stories  ofT-paL  a  number  of 
them  would  regularly  meet  to 
rehearse  their  carefully 
crafted  lies. 

Deacon  used  more  than  El 


million  to  repay  a  personal 
debt  that  he  had  assumed  in 
connection  with  his  involve¬ 
ment  with  a  theatre  in  Stoke- 
on-Trent  and  paid  off  an 
overdraft  which  at  one  point 
stood  at  more  than  £100.000. 

In  his  opening  speech  of  the 
case  last  October.  Mr 
Goldring  told  the  central 
London  court:  "You  may  think 
it  would  he  a  difficult  task  to 
steal  this  amount,  ft  is  simpler 
than  you  think.  All  you  need  is 
a  little  nerve  and  a  total 
disregard  for  the  truth.” 

The  jury  of  five  men  and  six 
women  took  four  hours  to  con¬ 
sider  three  and  a  half  months 
of  evidence  and  return  unani¬ 
mous  verdicts.  They  were 
given  a  majority  direction  by 
the  judge  on  two  further 
deception  counts  still  out¬ 
standing  against  the  lawyer. 

Deacon,  who  practised  in 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.  Staff¬ 
ordshire.  and  Fuller  face  up  to 
14  years  in  jail  when  they  app¬ 
ear  before  Judge  Fa  by  an  Ev¬ 
ans,  QC.  for  sentencing  today. 


Shake-up  at  British  Gas 


By  Ross  Tjewan 

INDUSTRIAL  CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH  GAS  is  appointing  a 
new  finance  director,  and  a 
new  head  of  strategy  and  com¬ 
munications.  in  art  effort  to 
reinforce  its  top  management 
and  polish  fts  public  image. 

Roy  Gardner,  finance  direc¬ 
tor.  will  relinquish  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  accounts  to  con¬ 
centrate  on  renegotiating  the 
£40  billion  erf  take-or-pay  gas 
purchase  contracts,  and  over¬ 
see  the  company's  response  to 
the  introduction  of  competi¬ 
tion  in  the  household  market. 
With  the  move  comes  a 
£20.000  pay  rise,  to  £320.000. 

The  finance  job  goes  to  Phil¬ 
ip  Hampton,  42.  the  £280.945- 
a-year  British  Steel  finance  di¬ 
rector.  Mr  Hampton;  a  form¬ 
er  director  of  Lazard  Brothers, 
the  merchant  bank,  will  earn 
£295.000,  and  receive  a  one-off 


Hampton'  options  payout 

£70.000  payment  as  compen¬ 
sation  for  losing  his  163.400 
British  Steel  share  options. 

The  appointment  of  John 
Wybrew  as  £275.000  director 
of  strategic  planning  and  com¬ 
munications  creates  a  new 
post.  Mr  Wybrew,  54.  joins 


from  Royal  Duich/Shel! 
where  he  headed  the  response 
to  challenges  by  environment¬ 
al  campaigners  over  plans  to 
dump  the  Brent  Spar  oil  rig  at 
sea.  and  over  its  record  in 
Ogonfland,  Nigeria.  Peter 
Sanguinetti,  the  incumbent 
head  of  corporate  communica¬ 
tions,  will  remain  in  post, 
reporting  to  Mr  Wybrew. 

Each  of  the  new  directors 
will  be  allowed  to  join  British 
Gas's  new  long-term  incentive 
scheme,  which  holds  shares  in 
trust  for  executives  until  the 
share  price  has  improved  over 
several  years. 

The  moves  show  a  determ¬ 
ination  by  British  Gas  to  res¬ 
pond  more  effectively  to  its  es¬ 
timated  El_3  billion  "liabilities 
in  buy  unwanted  gas.  and  to 
adjust  to  competition  for  its  IS 
million  domestic  customers. 

Pennington,  page  25 


McAlpine  sheds  300 
jobs  and  core  work 


By  Christine  Buckley 


ALFRED  MCALPINE  yester¬ 
day  pulled  out  of  core  con¬ 
struction  work,  it  said  it  will 
shed  300  jobs  on  top  of  350 
that  have  already  been  axed 
from  its  general  building  divi¬ 
sion  with  the  closure  of  its 
traditional  open  tender 
business. 

Blaming  too  many  players 
chasing  too  little  work,  the 
company  expects  costs  of  re¬ 
dundancies  and  other  reor¬ 
ganisation  of  £33  million. 
Oliver  Whitehead,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said:  "It  wasn't  easy  for  us 
to  take  this  decision  as  the 
company  was  founded  on 
such  work,  hut  we  have  been 
forced  to  realise  that  there  is 
no  future  in  it  for  us.” 

McAlpine  will  no  longer  be 
involved  in  general  construc¬ 


tion  such  as  offices  and  public 
authority  buildings.  It  is  to 
take  on  higher  value  work 
such  as  sports  stadia,  leisure 
schemes  and  private  finance 
initiative  work,  and  has. 
pledged  a  commitment  to 
housebuilding. 

The  company  said  the  radi¬ 
cal  reorganisation  will  mean  a 
substantial  loss  for  1995.  but  it 
was  hopeful  of  prospects  be¬ 
yond  that.  The  share  price 
ended  lOp  higher  at  !5Sp. 

McAlpine  had  signalled 
savage  cuts  last  September, 
when  it  said  that  construction 
had  run  into  a  £2.3  million  loss 
for  the  first  half  of  the  year.  It 
has  cut  down  the  business 
over  the  past  few  years. 

Tempus.  page  26 


Bradford  &  Bingley  makes  loyalty  rate  cut 


By  Anne  Ashworth 

TH  E  Bradford  &  Bingley. 
the  seventh  largest  build¬ 
ing  society,  yesterday  cut 
its  mortgage  rate  to  724  per  cent  —  the 
lowest  standard  variable  rate  avail¬ 
able  —  as  part  of  a  scheme  to  mum 
£50  million  in  profits  to  savers  and 
borrowers  in  improved  rates.  The  0.25 
percentage  point  cut  will  reduce 
monthly  payments  on  a  E 69,000 
mortgage  by  £10. 

The  Alliance  &  Leicester  Building 
So.'.eiy  is  a  *o  to  announce  a  loyalty 


package  far  its  customers,  despite  its 
plans  to  become  a  bank  and  seek  a 
stock-market  flotation.  The  A&L. 
which  is  expected  to  make  public  its 
conversion  plans  on  February  I.  will 
unveil  its  loyalty  scheme  towards  the 
end  of  March.  A&L  confirmed 
yesterday  that  the  society's  board  had 
already  approved  the  scheme.  No 
details  are.  as  yet.  available. 

To  date,  loyalty  and  bonus  schemes 
have  been  associated  with  societies 
wedded  to  mutual  status.  The  societies 
aim  to  show  that  mutuality  can  have  a 
tangible  ing-term  value,  equal  In  the 


payouts  now  on  offer  when  societies, 
such  as  the  Halifax  and  the  Woolwich, 
join  the  slock  market.  Despite  persis¬ 
tent  conversion  and  takeover  ru¬ 
mours.  the  B&B’s  strong  commitment 
to  mutuality  is  dear.  Its  £50  million 
giveaway  will  be  shared  half  and  half 

between  savers  and  borrowers. 

The  society’ says  that  its  savers'  rates 
would  be.  on  average,  0-15  per  cent 
above  those  of  the  competition.  For 
both  new  and  existing  borrowers,  it 
will  reduce  its  variable  mortgage  rate 
from  March  1.  Those  who  arrange 
(heir  mortgages  through  the  B&B's 


direct  mortgage  arm  will  now  pay  a 
variable  rate  of  6.15  per  cent.  Geoffrey 
Lister.  BSB  chief  executive,  said:  “Our 
<tronu  capital  ratios,  key  measures  of 
balance  sheet  strength,  will  be  main¬ 
tained  at  current  high  levels. " 

B&B'<  1995  results  will  he  out  next 
month.  Profits  are  likely  t*»  be  slightly 
hicher  than  IW\  £160  million.  The 
Britannia  Building  Society,  the  eighth 
lareesL  will  shortly  make  an  an¬ 
nouncement  about  its  long-expected 
mutuality  reward  scheme, _ _ 
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Sir  Rocco 
aims  to  buy 
back  Forte 
hotel  chains 

By  Melvyn  Marcki’S  and  Alasdair  Murray 


SIR  ROCCO  FORTE  sur¬ 
prised  the  City’  yesterday  with 
the  news  that  he  is  working  on 
a  potential  L15  billion  man¬ 
agement  buyout  of  the  Forte 
hotel  empire  —  a  little  more 
than  24  hours  after  Granada 
emerged  as  victor  in  the  £3.8 
billion  takeover  ha  file. 

Gerry  Robinson,  chairman 
designate  of  Granada,  was  in¬ 
formed  by  Sir  Rocco  of  his  in¬ 
tentions  at  yesterday's  3pm 
meeting  at  Forte's  High  Hol- 
bnm  HQ.  Sir  Rocco's  buyout 
plans  embrace  Forte's  Exclu¬ 
sive.  Meridicn  and  Heritage 
hotel  brands,  along  with  cer¬ 
tain  other  hotel  assets*. 

In  a  brief  statement  last 
night.  Sir  Rocco  said:  “I  am 
leading  a  team  working  on  a 
plan  to  purchase  from  Gran¬ 
ada  the  hotel  business  of  Forte 
other  than  ftjst house  and 
Travelodge.  My  objective  is  to 
make  a  detailed  proposal  to 
Granada  in  the  coming 
weeks."  He  added;  "I  believe 
that  the  new  Forte  company 
which  could  emerge  is  better 
placed  than  any  other  pur¬ 
chaser  to  develop  the  value  or 
the  Meridiem  Exclusive  and 
Heritage  brands,  and  the 
London  hotels." 

Sir  Rocco  said  he  was  work¬ 
ing  ro  a  short  time-frame  but 
no  further  details  could  be 
made  public  now.  According 
to  Sir  Rocco.  the  meeting  with 
Mr  Robinson  "was  construc¬ 
tive  and  went  well."  Sir  Rocco, 
who  would  he  joined  by  his 
family  as  investors,  is  being 
advised  by  SBC  Warburg, 
Morgan  Stanley.  JP  Morgan. 
Cazenovc  and  UBS  —  the 
same  advisers  that  defended 
Forte  against  Granada. 

Mr  Robinson  is  believed  to 
favour  the  sale  of  Fortes 
quality  hotels  to  one  suitor  for 
tax  reasons.  The  Func  family's 
8  per  cent  stake  in  Fone  is 
worth  about  £320  million  and 
it  is  no  secret  that  Sir  Rocco 
had  organised  lines  of  credit  of 
up  to  £250  million  to  mount  a 


defensive  share  raid.  Granada 
responded  by  saying  it  had 
only  announced  its  intention 
to  dispose  of  the  Meridien  and 
Exclusive  chains,  but  would 
be  happy  to  talk  i<>  Sir  Rocco 
and  his  team  when  he  had  put 
together  an  offer.  Granada 
added  it  would  pursue  talks 
with  other  interested  panics. 

Several  other  potential  buy¬ 
ers  also  publicly  expressed  in¬ 
terest  in  Forte’s  assets.  Regal 
Hotels,  which  agreed  the  £122 
million  purchase  of  the  White 
Hart  hotel  chain  with  Forte 
only  last  Saturday,  said  that 
the  deal  remained  on  the  table. 
The  72  White  Han  hotels  fit 
into  the  mid-market  range 
targeted  by  Granada,  but  the 
hotels  are  much  smaller  than 
Forte's  other  mid-market 
chains.  Crest  and  Post  house. 

Regal  offered  Forte  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  cash  and  convertible 
preference  shares  for  the  pur- 
chasc  and  while  Granada  has 
said  that  it  is  unenihusiasiic 
about  anything  hut  cash  deals, 
it  is  understood  that  Regal  has 
made  contingency  plans  for 
alternative  financing. 

Accor,  the  French  hotel  com¬ 
pany.  said  it  was  assessing  the 
Meridicn  chain,  which"  the 
company  lust  to  Forte  IS 
months  ago  in  a  £250  million 
bid  battle.  Accor,  which  is 
heavily  laden  with  deb;, 
stressed  that  it  would  look  for 
external  financing  for  rhe  deal 
hut  would  provide  manage¬ 
ment  at  the  chain.  The 
Mendien  chain,  which  now 
includes  85  siie>  after  ihe 
conversion  of  the  Fnrie  grand 
formal  into  the  brand,  is 
valued  at  about  £800  milliun. 

Stakis.  the  hotels  and  casino 
company,  said  it  was  also  in¬ 
terested  "in  potential  purchases 
but  had  no  strategic  plan  for 
acquisitions.  Granada  shares 
jumped  29p  n>  dose  ai  Tt.iT p. 
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Adviser  accused 

A  Gnvemmem  adviser  who 
approved  an  £85tui0u  gram 
to  n  West  Country  computer 
company  later  became  its 
chairman  before  it  collapsed 
with  debts  »*f  £2  million.  MPs 
were  told  >  esierday .  Kenneth 
Holmes  was  accused  of 
vetting  the  grant  application 
from  the  Rom  Data 
Corporation  before  joining 
the  board  of  the 
Falmourhcumpany.  Page  24 

Accountancy 

The  £200  million  defeat 
suffered  by  Glaxn  at  rhe 
hands  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
over  ihe  prices  suksidiary 
companies  within  the  group 
charge  each  other  has  gripped 
rhe  accounting  profession's 
profession.  Page  2S 
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Independence  brings  you  the  widest  choice  of  all  the  best  office  solutions  for  your 
needs.  And  Erskine  is  Britain's  leading  independent  in  its  field. 

Because  we're  not  allied  to  any  one  manufacturer,  we  can  also  give  you  impartial 
advice  on  solutions  that  will  make  sense  for  your  business.  In  fact,  that's  what  we 
specialise  in.  We're  not  just  suppliers,  we're  consultants  with  the  business  and 
technical  expertise  that  give  you  a  real  choice  of  leading  products,  services,  support, 
contracts  and  managed  facilities. 

No  other  independent  specialist  has  as  much  experience  in  supporting  major 
brands  of  copiers  and  faxes.  And  as  the  largest  independent,  we  also  have  the 
resources  to  negotiate  the  most  cost-effective  solutions  for  your  business. 

Depend  on  the  independent.  Ask  an  Erskine  specialist  for  a  no-obligation  audit. 
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QBSQ  5S1541 

Britain's  nal  supplier  of  leading  brands  of  copiers  and  faxes 

*Ui  ALCO  Sunfiard  C'-npany 
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Kumours  of  Soros  selling 
and  bid  talk  rattle  shares 


^J^W^VQUrtfledayfor 
R-ffgS  ®Wtat  dommat- 
filing  bond  markets 
rumours  that  George 
^^itMwnatkaals^ 

SESiS*  "“*'■** 


wSj*  of  theas  came  as 

Midland  Bank  offloaded  its 
^™?™ig  S3  per  cent  stake  in 

iJiQup.  the  venture  capital 
gwp  floated  in  July  1094  at 
*?2p.  James  Capet,  which  is 
own«i  by  HSBC.  Midland's 

Parent,  was  said  to  have 
placed  30  million  shares  at 
**?>  a  share. 

Ust  year,  Midland  reduced 


ns  oi  sBUre  trom  7.9  per  cent  to 
53  per  cent  as  pan  of  last 
June's  £440  million  share  sale 
by  four  bank  shareholders.  At 
the  tune,  Lloyds  and  the  Bank 
of  England  sold  their  entire 
flakes,  while  Barclays  lowered 
rts  stake  from  83  per  cent  to  53 
per  cent  Bank  of  Scotland  and 
NatWest,  3i,!s  other  bank 
shareholders,  held  on  to  their 
stakes  of  25  per  cent  and  173 
per  cent  respectively. 

3i  shares  ended  3p  lower  at 
413p,  on  heavy  volume  of  62.4 
million  shares  traded.  HSBC 
dipped  lp  to  £10.96,  while 
Uoyds  TSB  lost  6p  to  337p,  on 
volume  of  11.6  million  shares, 
and  NatWest  7p  to  667p. 
Bank  of  Scotland  added  5p  to 
309*2  p. 

Meanwhile,  equities  foiled 
to  hold  cm  to  modest  early 
gains  as  declining  bond  mar¬ 
kets  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  combined  with  a  neg¬ 
ative  start  to  trading. on  Wall' 
Street  The  US  markets  were 
again  unsettled  by  fears  that 
Congress  may  not  pass  the 
necessary  legislation  to  allow 
the  Government  to  cover  its 
budget  deficit.  ' 

Sentiment  was  also  hit  by 
late  speculative,  but  incorrect, 
talk  that  Eddie  George.  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
was  going  to  criticise  the 
ChanceHorV^receht  interest 
rate  cut  in  a  speech  he  was  due 
to  deliver  at  the  London 
School  of  Economics  last 
night 

The  FT-SE  100  index  ended 
near  its  worst  of  die  day, 
closing  down  24  points  at 
3,7343.  Second-liners  fared 
better,  with  the  FT-SE  250 only 
slipping  03  to  4,086.7.  Vol¬ 
ume,  swollen  by  substantial 
pladngs  in  3i  and  BAA. 
reached  857  million  at  the 
official  dose. 

BAA,  the  airports  operator, 
ended  unchanged  at  496p  on 
heavy  volume  of  623  million 
shares  traded  after  the  Gov- 
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Torqufl  Norman,  chairman,  saw  Bluebird  shares  jump  15p 


eminent  sold  its  2.9  per  cent 
stake.  The  Treasury  raised 
about  E140  million  after  sell¬ 
ing  about  293  million  BAA 
shares  to  Merrill  Lynch  Smith 
New  Court,  the  stockbroker, 
which  in  turn  passed  them  on 
to  institutions  in  a  placing  at 
494p  a  share. 

Shares  in  Granada,  which 
this  week  won  control  of  the 
Forte  empire  after  its  hostile 


on  doubts  that  Sir  Rocco  can 
raise  the  necessary  finance. 
Forte  dipped  2p  to  396p  on 
heavy  volume  of  20.4  million 
shares. 

Savoy  A  shares  jumped  32p 
to  £1130,  with  the  prestige 
hotel  group  seen  as  a  prime 
target  as  a  one-off  buy  after 
Granada  reported  huge  inter¬ 
est  in  the  68  per  cent  stake 
which  is  up  for  sale. 


Jasmin,  the  electronic  systems  designer  listed  on  the  Alternative 
Investment  Market  jumped  12p  to  103p  after  accompanying 
increased  interim  profits  with  news  of  a  record  order  book  and  a 
£5  million  contract  from  GEGAlstbom  for  passenger  informa¬ 
tion  systems  for  trains  on  London  Underground’s  Northern  Line. 


battle  with  the  hotels  and 
restaurants  group,  touched  a 
new  high  of  738 *ip,  but  then 
slipped  back  to  end  3p  lower  at 
704p. 

Granada  was  initially  lifted 
after  saying  it  would  be  happy 
to  consider  a  bid  from  Sir 
Rocco  Forte  for  the  Exclusive 
and  Meridien  chain  of  hotels 
once  he  and  his  team  are  in  a 
position  to  put  forward  a 
serious  offer,  but  lost  ground 

BLUEBIRD  TOYS: 
BID  SPECULATION 
LIFTS  SHARES 


Standard  Chartered,  which 
has  been  gripped  by  takeover 
speculation,  fell  back  after 
recent  gains  as  the  City  took  a 
calmer  approach  and  accepted 
the  rumours  may  yet  again  be 
unfounded.  The  shares  re¬ 
treated  26  4  p  to  636p  after  the 
bank  said  it  was  not  aware  of 
any  circumstances  leading  to 
the  recent  movement  in  its 
share  price. 

P&O,  which  is  rumoured  to 
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be  a  potential  break-up  candi¬ 
date,  was  the  best  perfomer 
among  FT-SE  stocks,  with  the 
shipping  to  property  group 
steaming  ahead  I2*ap  to  529p. 

Toy  companies  were  alb 
the  centre  of  speculative  inter¬ 
est  in  the  wake  of  the  $53 
billion  hostile  offer  from 
Mattel,  the  US  toy  group 
whose  empire  spans  Barbie 
dolls  to  Fiber  Price  products, 
for  Hasbro,  hs  American  ri¬ 
val  Among  possible  UK  tar¬ 
gets,  Bluebird  Toys,  which  is 
6.7  per  cent  owned  by  Hasbro 
and  is  One  of  the  UK'S  few 
remaining  independent  toy 
groups,  jumped  to  363p  before 
ending  at  3&p,  up  15p. 

Games  Workshop  added  7p 
to  299p  and  Toy  Options 
finned  2p  to  98p.  ' 

Lasmo  was  also  a  good 
market,  adding  2*2p  to  172p. 
before  a  Nigerian  drilling 
report  next  week. 

British  Biotech  continued 
its  remarkable  advance,  surg¬ 
ing  to  E2338  before  dosing  at 
E2238.  up  70p,  for  a  two-day 
gain  of  268p.  The  shares  have 
more  than  trebled  in  the  past 
six  months  as  investors  be¬ 
come  increasingly  optimistic 
about  prospects  for 
Marimastat,  the  company's 
new  cancer  treatment  which  is 
undergoing  trials. 

Elsewhere,  Cantab  Phar¬ 
maceuticals  surged  85p  to 
530p,  COrtecs  33p  to  270p. 
Scotia  19p  to  5Q3p  and  Anagen 
5p  to  75p.  ML  Laboratories, 
meanwhile,  raced  to  an.  all- 
time  high  of  457p,  up  46p  at 
400p  after  accompanying  in¬ 
creased  losses  with  a  £25 
million  cash  call. 

Holliday  Chemical  dived 
"45p  to  119p  after  issuing  a 
profits  warning.  The  warning 
unsettled  others  in  the  sector, 
with  Yorkshire  Chemicals 
down  22p  to  25Sp,  Laporte  13p 
to  644p,  ICI  1$  to  808p  and 
Courtanlds  I5p  to  432p. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Gilts  suf¬ 
fered  widespread  foils.  The 
March  long  gift  future  lost  20 
ticks  to  £111 1 1  /  32  on  volume  of 
65,000  contracts.  Among  con¬ 
ventional  stocks,  five-year  is¬ 
sues  fell  by  about  £4,  while 
losses  attended  to  £4  among 
longer-dated  stocks. 

□  NEW  YORK:  A  sell-off  in 
the  US  bond  market  continued 
to  weigh  on  Wall  Street  shares 
and  kept  them  trading  lower 
at  midday.  The  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  was  down 
14.09  at  5328.75.  Analysts  said 
the  market  was  also  falling 
prey  to  some  profit  taking 
after  a  steep  run,  mostly 
concentrated  in  the  Dow  30. 
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Boeing  flies  higher 


BOEING  is  back  on  top  in  its  battle  with 
Airbus  Industrie,  the  European  plane-mak¬ 
ers'  consortium.  The  American  firm  is 
gaining  ground  just  as  demand  for  airliners 
begins  to  recover  from  a  four-year  slide. 

The  negative  impact  of  a  ten-week  machin¬ 
ists' strike  coloured  yesterday  figures  from  die 
Seattle  manufacturer.  Nevertheless,'  Boeing 
shareholders  have  Airbus  to  thank  for  the 
leaner  and  meaner  look  of  the  American 
company. 

During  1994,  and  for  the  first  time.  Airbus 
booked  more  new  orders  than  Boeing.  The 
Americans  responded  with  aggressive  dis¬ 
counting.  offering  airlines  planes  for.  delivery 
in  four  years  at  prices  25  per  cent  below  the 
current  cost  of  production. 

These  deals  are  backed  by  a  cost-cutting 
drive  that  Airbus  cannot  possibly  match.  The 


European  consortium  is  hamstrung  by  ft5 
ownership  structure,  which  gives  the  partners 
insufficient  incentive  to  cut  cosis.  Although 
British  Aerospace,  a  20  per  rent  partner, 
claims  robe  the  world’s  most  cost-competitive 
aerostructures  company.  Airbus  is  weighed 
down  by  the  strength  of  the  mark,  the  franc 
and  the  soda!  costs  of  its  French,  German  and 
Spanish  partners. 

Last  year,  Boeing  booked  two  thirds  of  all 
new  orders  far  commercial  jets  worldwide. 
This  year  it  has  extended  its  lead  with  sales 
projected  to  recover  to  $22  billion.  Backed  by  a 
$663  billion  order  book,  and  despite  the 
failure  of  merger  talks  with  US  rival 
McDonnell  Douglas.  Boeing'S  pockets  are 
bulging  with  enough  cash  to  develop  new 
planes  and  make  acquisitions.  UnTess  Airbus 
pulls  itself  together,  the  skywar  is  all  but  lost. 


Holliday 


HOLLIDAY  Chemicals  is  suf¬ 
fering  from  more  than  a  .bout 
of  seasonal  depression  and  the 
market  duly  thrashed  the 
share  -pice  after  it  said  that 
there  was  little  chance  of  any 
short-term  improvement 

The  Huddeis  field  com¬ 
pany  dosed  a  laundry  prod¬ 
ucts  factory  in  Hull  earlier 
this  month.  The  move  gave 
some  credence  to  the  grow¬ 
ing  alarm  in  the  chemicals 
industry  that  the  much 
talked  about  destocking  is 
going  deeper  than  expected 
and  industry  gossip  suggests 
manufacturers  are  facing  a 
more  fundamental  shake-up. 

Yesterday,  Holliday  gave  a 
warning  to  the  market  of 
problems  in  ultramarine  pig¬ 
ments.  Holliday  is  the  world 
leader  in  production  of  ultra- 
marine  dyestuffs  and  said 
that  these  high-margin 
goods  were  making  up  a 


Burton 

BURTON  foiled  dismally  to 
talk  down  its  prospects  yes¬ 
terday.  Words  of  caution 
received  scant  attention  from 
analysts  as  they  swiftly  up¬ 
graded  their  profit  forecasts 
for  the  retailing  group.. 

Burton,  has  long  been 
dubbed  a  recovery  stock,  but 
until  last  year  showed  little 
evidence  of  living  up  to  the 
title.  Generating  less  than 
£100  million  in  jjrofits  from 
almost  £2  billion  in  turnover, 
there  certainly  has  been 
room  for  improvement. 

The  first  sign  of  recovery 
was  last  yeart  sharp  climb  in 
margin,  helping  profits  to 
more  than  double.  Yester¬ 
day’s  news  that  the  gain  in 
gross  margin  had  slipped 
from  23  per  cent  to  1.9  per 
cent  was  not  unexpected. 
Instead  of  worrying  that  the 
pace  of  growth  was  slowing, 
the  market  took  comfort  from 
good  like-for-like  sales 
growth  and  evidence  that 
margins  are  still  on  the  rise. 

With  raised  profit  expecta- 


lower  proportion  of  group 
stales.  In  spite  of  upbeat 
forecasts  that  demand  for 
chemicals  will  pidt  up  this 
year,  Holliday  foils  to  see 
any  large-scale  recovery  in 
its  sates  or  its  order  book. 

Holliday  earns  a  living 
from  several  niche  chemical 
products  including  tactile 
dye  stuffs,  hairdyes  and  pho¬ 
tographic  materials.  Huge 

VACATION  OVER 


surges  in  (he  price  of  raw 
materials  have  hurt  margins, 
while  sales  have  declined, 
increasing  price  pressure. 

Holliday^  warning  re¬ 

bounded  on  Yorkshire 

Chemicals,  which  is  also 
exposed  to  dyestuffs.  With¬ 
out  signs  of  renewed  de¬ 
mand.  investors  are  better 
off  wifii  minimal  exposure  to 
(he  chemicals  cycle. 
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turns,  the  shares  are  trading 
on  about  19  times  earnings 
and  at  a  40  per  cent  premium 
to  the  sector.  The  recovery  is 
still  gathering  steam,  and  so 
should  the  shares. 

Mersey  Docks 

LIKE  the  proverbial  bad  pen¬ 
ny,  labour  problems  nave 
continued  to  haunt  the  Liver¬ 
pool  docks.  Mersey  Docks 
and  Harbour  Company 
shareholders  will  wince  at 
the  idea  of  paying  up  to  £8 
million  to  dockers  who  aban¬ 
doned  their  jobs  in  a  quixotic 
gesture  of  support  towards 
redundant  employees  of  a 
separate,  and  now  defunct, 
stevedoring  company. 

It  may,  however,  turn  out 
to  be  money  well  spent  Brit¬ 
ain  has  too  many  ports  to  ser¬ 
vice  a  small  island,  and  rivals 
of  Mersey  Docks  were  busy 
seducing  its  shipping-  cus¬ 
tomers  while  the  cranes  stood 
idle  at  the  Royal  Seaforth 
Docks.  The  company  claims 
to  have  retained  all  its  impor¬ 
tant  customers,  but  even  so. 


these  will  have  seized  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  seek  concessions 
from  Mersey  Docks  in  ex¬ 
change  far  continued  loyalty 
toliverpooL 

However,  Mersey  Docks 
has  extracted  an  important 
gain  from  the  strike.  Produc¬ 
tivity  has  vastly  improved  at 
the  container  terminal;  jobs 
taken  over  by  shippers  and 
new  working  practices  have 
reduced  manning  levels  by 
half,  a  cost-saving  that 
should  make  Liverpool  more 
competitive  and  able  to  at¬ 
tract  more  custom. 

Many  of  the  dockers  sacked 
in  the  dispute  were  approach¬ 
ing  retirement;  their  age  must 
partly  explain  their  bizarre  at¬ 
tempt  to  force  a  revival  of  the 
National  Dock  Labour 
Scheme.  A  reversal  of  the 
growth  in  activity  over  the 
past  five  years  at  the  Port  of 
Liverpool  would  kill  off  at¬ 
tempts  to  revive  business  on 
Merseyside,  and  the  hope 
must  be  that  the  settlement 
triQ  allow  old  wounds  to  heal. 
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□  New  arrivals  face  a  tough  task  □  Confusion  at  the  checkouts  □  Bradford  &  Bingley  sticks  to  its  last 


Pricking  the  gas  bubble 


□  ON  any  list  of  the  worst  jobs 
in  British  business,  head  of 
public  relations  at  British  Gas 
should  be  close  to  the  top.  But 
fighting  it  out  for  first  place 
would  be  finance  director  at 
British  Gas  and  that  of  the  man 
who  has  to  sort  out  the  “gas 
bubble"  and  the  arrival  of 
domestic  competition. 

All  three  posts  are  now  filled, 
although  the  British  Gas 
announcement  to  that  effect  is 
somewhat  disingenuous.  The 
well-regarded  Philip  Hampton  is 
arriving  from  British  Steel  as 
finance  man,  while  his  prede¬ 
cessor,  Roy  Gardner,  looks  after 
gas  trading,  including  the  matter 
of  all  that  unwanted  gas  con¬ 
tracted  from  the  North  Sea,  the 
now-discredited  service  business 
and  competition. 

Hm.  Actually,  when  Mr  Gard¬ 
ner  took  on  these  additional 
responsibilities  in  December  he 
was  always  going  to  continue  as 
finance  director.  The  implication 
is  that  the  job  has  proven  more 
onerous  than  expected,  which  is 
hardly  surprising.  The  pilot 
project  to  open  the  household 
market  in  the  South  West  from 
April  1  is  dogged  by  delays,  and 
the  company  has  pleaded  in  vain 
with  the  regulator  for  a  breath¬ 
ing  space. 

The  gas  bubble  is  a  rather 
simpler  matter,  because  if  a 
solution  to  take-or-pay  contracts 
is  not  found  British  Gas  could  go 


bankrupt  What  better  man  than 
the  former  finance  director  to 
head  off  that  day? 

As  to  public  relations,  the  John 
Wybrew  who  is  arriving  from 
Shell  to  tackle  this  as  well  as 
planning  and  marketing  is  the 
man  who  brought  you  Brent 
Spar  and  Ogondand.  so  he  is 
nothing  if  not  battle-hardened. 

Hie  new  arrivals  will  be 
considering  an  ingenious,  if  far¬ 
fetched.  solution  to  nearly  all  of 
their  worries.  On  the  file  at 
British  Gas’s  Rivermill  House 
headquarters  is  the  sale  of  the 
UK  supply  business,  in  response 
to  the  impending  loss  of  monop¬ 
oly  in  the  household  market 

Richard  Giordano,  the  chair¬ 
man,  is  reluctant  to  take  any 
decision  while  efforts  to  renego¬ 
tiate  those  North  Sea  contracts 
continue.  But  the  idea  is  that  if 
these  fail,  the  supply  business 
could  be  split  into  its  eight 
regional  parts.  These  would  be 
offered  for  sale  either  with  gas 
purchase  contracts  from  British 
Gas's  wretched  take-or-pay  port¬ 
folio,  or  with  back-to-back  sup¬ 
ply  agreements  so  the  company 
can  act  as  wholesaler. 

Potential  buyers  would  in¬ 


clude  North  Sea  oil  and  gas 
producers,  many  of  which  are 
already  active  in  supplying  the 
industrial  and  commercial  gas 
market,  and  the  regional  electric¬ 
ity  companies. 

Until  the  enactment  of  the  Gas 
Act  1995,  disposal  would  have 
been  impossible  because  British 
Gas  had  a  statutory  duty  to 
maintain  gas  supplies.  But  that 
Act,  which  paves  the  way  for 
competition,  paradoxically  al¬ 
lows  the  company  to  sell  just 
those  activities  it  is  designed  to 
open  up  to  outsiders. 

Purchasers  would  be  attracted 
by  the  enormous  customer  base 
of  the  businesses,  and  they  might 
be  able  to  renegotiate  the  take-or- 
pay  contracts  more  easily  than 
British  Gas  —  particularly  if  they 
are  themselves  gas  producers. 

Grocery  bills  that 
never  add  up 

□  ANYONE  struggling  through 
the  weekly  food  shop  knows  full 
well  that  the  supermarket  price 
wars  rage  with  ever  greater 
aggression  and  ingenuity.  But 
this  fact  of  domestic  life  seems  to 


Pennington 


be  lost  on  the  statisticians. 
According  to  the  official  figures, 
food  prices  saw  one  of  the  biggest 
rises  of  any  sector  in  1995.  Surely 
loyalty  cards,  “buy  two,  get  one 
free"  offers,  privilege  points  and 
the  rest  are  having  their  effect  on 
inflation?  Probably  not,  is  the 
improbable  answer. 

Measuring  prices  is  enor¬ 
mously  difficult,  and  there  is 
evidence  to  suggest  that  the  retail 
prices  index  is  not  nimble 
enough  to  take  account  of  the 
new  marketing  weapons  being 
ranged  at  today’s  shoppers. 

A  study  from  Natwest  Mar¬ 
kets  points  out.  for  example,  that 
two-for-one  deals  don’t  count  in 
the  official  figures.  If  the  size  of  a 
standard  can  of  beans  were 
doubled  and  this  lasted  for  a  few 


months,  its  price  in  the  index 
would  be  halved.  But  if  the 
consumer  buys  two  cans  and 
gets  one  free,  ihere  is  deemed  to 
be  no  price  change.  !n  the  case  of 
loyalty  cards,  the  statisticians 
take  no  account  of  the  free  goods 
bought  with  points  earned. 
Bonus  goods  are  counted  as 
income  transferred  from  com¬ 
panies  to  people,  and  no  price 
savings  are  registered  in  the  RP1. 

Even  more  dramatic  is  the  fact 
that  computers,  whose  prices 
have  tumbled  as  their  quality 
has  risen,  are  not  counted  in  the 
RPI  until  next  year.  But  sales  of 
computers  ana  software  (also 
excluded  from  the  index)  were 
the  boom  items  at  Christmas. 

It  is  arguable  that  the  real  level 
of  high  street  inflation  could  be 
as  much  as  1  to  1 .5  per  cent  lower 
than  recorded  by  the  RPI.  This 
means  that,  if  the  Government 
were  to  attain  its  goal  of  2.5  per 
cent,  consumers  would  be  enjoy¬ 
ing  virtual  price  stability.  And 
just  remember  that  the  super¬ 
market  price  wars  are  only  part 
of  a  dynamic  competitive  domino 
effect.  We  have  already  seen 
price  battles  break  out  in  mobile 
phones,  books,  petrol,  holidays. 


insurance,  hi-fi ...  the  list  goes 
on.  Keeping  up  to  speed  with  all 
this  is  the  statistician's  night¬ 
mare  and  the  consumer's  dream. 

A  borrower  or 
a  lender  be 

□  BRADFORD  &  Bingley ’s  uni¬ 
lateral  trimming  of  its  mortgage 
and  lending  rates  may  be  only 
another  skirmish  in  the  endless 
war  between  building  societies 
for  savers  and  borrowers,  but  it 
does  set  out  the  strengths  of  the 
tradition  alists’  case. 

The  B&B  says  that  profit, 
while  not  being  intrinsically  bad, 
is  the  fuel  that  drives  die  engine 
rather  than  the  destination  itself. 
Cash  should  not  be  allowed  to 
pile  up  when  it  can  instead  be 
used  to  the  advantage  of  inves¬ 
tors  and  borrowers. 

Without  the  release  of  £50 
million  of  profits  a  year  to 
members,  the  solvency  ratio  that 
the  society  is  required  to  main¬ 
tain  would  eventually  climb  to 
unnecessary  heights.  That  ratio, 
expressed  as  the  size  of  the 
reserves  held  d hided  by  the 
assets  at  risk,  should  never  fall 


below  10  per  cent.  At  the 
Bradford  &  Bingley.  it  is  cur¬ 
rently  14  per  cent,  and  without 
some  redistribution  it  would 
shortly  have  reached  IS  per  cent. 
For  societies  heading  down  the 
road  to  conversion  to  pic  and 
bank  status,  those  reserves  and 
that  ratio  would  eventually,  of 
course,  be  slimmed  by  the  need 
ro  fund  dividends. 

For  those  who  have  insisted 
they  will  retain  mutual  status, 
the"  release  of  some  profits  to 
members  has  a  twin  advantage. 
Ii  enables  them  to  provide  keener 
rates.  In  addition,  by  shrinking 
those  reserves  it  reduces  the 
number  of  “carpet-baggers"  who 
park  themselves  on  the  books  in 
the  hopes  of  eventual  payouts 
from  them  on  demutualisation. 

Two-way  bet 

□  YESTERDAY'S  jump  in  the 
Granada  price,  after  a  trading 
statement  that  was  never  going 
-to  be  downbeat,  takes  the  snares 
right  back  to  where  they  were  in 
November.  So  institutions  such 
as  MAM  which  bought  both 
sides  during  the  bid  have  done 
rather  well,  seeing  the  value  of 
their  Granada  stake  restored 
while  being  given  the  chance,  via 
the  cash  and  shares  alternative 
in  the  Forte  bid.  to  buy  into 
Granada  quite  cheaply.  And 
MAM,  of  course,  swung  the  bid 
Granada's  way.  Odd,  that 


New  WH  Smith  chief 
plans  strategic  review 

By  Sarah  Bagnall 


THE  corporate  culture  at 
WH  Smith,  the  retail  group, 
is  completely  wrong  and 
must  be  changed  if  it  is  to 
compete  effectively  in  the 
tough  trading  environment 
Bill  Cockbum.  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said. 

Mr  Cockbum.  who  took 
over  as  chief  executive  on 


MARKS  &  SPENCER  yester¬ 
day  revealed  that  it  had  failed 
to  maintain  its  customary  out- 
performance  of  its  rivals  in 
the  high  street  over  the  critical 
Christmas  period. 

The  news  prompted  ana¬ 
lysts  to  downgrade  their  fall- 
year  profit  forecasts  for  the 
retailer.  However,  the  cuts 
were  less  deep  than  analysts 
had  pencilled  in  ahead  of  the 
figures.  The  shares  rose  4p  to 
439p.  reflecting  relief  that  the 
news  was  not  worse. 

M&S.  under  the  chairman¬ 
ship  of  Sir  Richard 


January  2,  said:  “There  is  a 
culture  of  excuses,  a  culture  of 
complacency,  and  a  culture  of 
explaining  on  the  night  why 
we  haven't  done  what  we  said 
we  would  do." 

He  added:  “There  is  not 
enough  accountability  and  an 
attitude  that  seems  to  accept 
mediocrity  in  areas  such  as 


By  Sarah  Bagnall 

Green  bury,  saw  UK  sales  rise 
6.5  per  cent  in  the  five  weeks 
to  December  30,  helping  to  lift 
sales  in  the  three  months  to 
the  end  of  the  year  by  4.7  per 
cent. 

Sean  Eadie.  an  analyst  at 
NatWest  Securities,  said: 
“The  figures  are  pretty  dulL 
This  reflects  retailing  as  a 
whole,  but  one  expects  Marks 
&  Spencer  to  outperform  the 
sector.*1  He  estimated  that  of 
the  4.7  per  cent  advance  in 
sales,  about  three  percentage 
points  were  due  to  increased 
space. 


product."  Mr  Cockbum ’s  re¬ 
marks  came  as  he  reported  a 
sharp  fall  in  pre-tax  profits 
from  £51-2  million  to  £26.6 
million  in  the  31  weeks  to 
January  6. 

Profits  were  dented  by  extra 
costs  of  £19.3  million,  includ¬ 
ing  £9.1  million  for  increased 
advertising  and  promotional 


M&S  said  that  over  the 
three  months,  food  sales  rose 
45  per  cent  and  general 
merchandise  sales  increased 
45  per  cent  However,  cloth¬ 
ing  sales  were  dented  by  the 
exceptionally  mild  autumn. 

Analysts  had  expected  lack¬ 
lustre  clothing  figures,  but  the 
growth  in  food  sales  was 
disappointing. 

M&S  disclosed  mixed  for¬ 
tunes  overseas.  It  said  that 
Brooks  Brothers  and  Kings 
Super  Markets  sales  were 
progressing,  while  those  in 
France  had  suffered. 


spend  and  £4.3  million  to 
cover  redundancy  costs. 

In  an  attempt  to  restore  its 
flagging  fortunes,  Mr 
Cockbum  is  undertaking  a 
thorough  strategic  review  of 
the  entire  group,  which  en¬ 
compasses  549  high  street  WH 
Smith  stores,  317  Virgin/Our 
Price  outlets,  a  98-strong  chain 
of  Waterstone's  bookstores  as 
well  as  Do-1 1- All,  a  newspaper 
and  magazine  distribution 
business,  and  an  office  sup¬ 
plies  operation. 

Mr  Cockbum  said  that  he 
would  complete  his  review  by 
late  spring  and  that  it  would 
focus  particularly  on  the  cost 
base.  He  said:  "Everything  is 
being  reviewed.  Nothing  is 
being  ruled  out" 

Analysts  said  that  they 
hoped  the  group  would  sell  or 
close  Do-Jt-All.  the  DIY  joint 
venture  with  Boots. 

The  company  has  never 
offirialy  offered  the  chain  for 
sale,  but  few  analysts  believe 
that  a  buyer  would  have  been 
turned  away  if  one  had 
emerged.  As  a  result  closure 
is  considered  the  more  likely 
of  the  two  routes,  in  spite  of  the 
resulting  costs  and  strain  on 
the  balance  sheet  such  a  move 
would  incur. 

Jeremy  Hardie,  chairman, 
said  that  the  sales  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  group’s  constitu¬ 
ent  parts  were  encouraging, 
but  the  profit  performance 
wasT  unsatisfactory,  mainly 
due  to  margin  erosion  result¬ 
ing  from  an  increasingly  com¬ 
petitive  market  place  and 
higher  labour  costs". 

Group  sales  rose  from  £122 
billion  to  £135  billion,  how¬ 
ever,  the  periods  are  not 
directly  comparable  as  this 
year  includes  the  a  busy  pre- 
Christmas  trading  week,  re¬ 
placing  a  less  busy  week  in 
May.  He  said  that  in  the 
main,  the  group's  Christmas 
trading  performance  was 
good. 

The  interim  dividend,  pay¬ 
able  on  April  I.  was  held  at 
525p.  It  is  being  paid  out  of 
earnings  of  4p.  down  from 
11.2p  last  time.  The  shares 
remained  unchanged  at  407p. 
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Sir  Richard  Greenbury  saw  sales  rise  but  not  by  enough  to  impress  analysts 

M&S  downgraded  over 
Christmas  performance 


Warning  from  SFA  in 
Panmure  Gordon  fine 

By  Robert  Miller 


Bankers  Trust 
settles  claim 

BANKERS  TRUST,  the  US 
bank,  has  agreed  to  pay  $67 
million  to  Air  Products  and 
Chemicals  to  settle  a  daim 
over  $107  million  losses  on 
derivatives  pnxtaas  through 
fraudulent  deals  in  the  early 
1990s. 

Bankers  Trust  has  already 
paid  $14  million  to  Gibson 
Greetings  and  $12  million  to 
Federal  Paper  Board,  as  well 
as  a  $10  million  fine  to  the 
Securities  &  Exchange 
Commission. 


A  LEADING  City  watchdog 
yesterday  sent  a  dear  signal  to 
its  members  that  directors  and 
executives  are  responsible  for 
the  actions  of  their  staff. 

The  Securities  and  Futures 
Authority  (SFA),  the  regulator 
for  brokers  and  futures  deal¬ 
ers,  fined  Panmure  Gordon 
£50.000  with  £10.000  costs 
and  issued  a  formal  “severe 
reprimand  ".The  case  arose 


after  Jeremy  Gray,  a  former 
fund  manager's  assistant  in 
the  firm's  private  client  de¬ 
partment,  stole  more  titan  £3 
million  from  two  clients  in 
1994. 

Panmure  Gordon,  which 
alerted  the  SFA  to  the  fraud, 
has  compensated  the  investors 
in  full  for  their  losses. 

Last  October.  G  ray  was  sent 
to  prison  for  six  years  at 
London's  Snaresbrook  Crown 
court  on  counts  of  theft,  false 
accounting  and  handling  sto¬ 
len  goods. 

Lord  McGowan,  chairman 
of  Panmure  Gordon,  said: 
“We  very  much  regret  the  fine 
and  reprimand.  As  our  regula¬ 
tor,  we  have  to  accept  the 
SFA's  ruling  and  support  its 
actions,  which  we  do." 

The  SFA  said:  “This  is  an 
indication  that  we  expect  our 
members  to  exercise  proper 
checks  and  controls  over  inter¬ 
nal  procedures  that  make  any 
potential  fraud  more  difficult 
to  commit." 


Wells  Fargo 
wins  US 
bank  battle 

AMERICA’S  biggest  bank 
takeover  battle  has  been  won 
by  Wells  Fargo,  which  won 
control  of  First  Interstate  after 
a  three-month  fight  with  First 
Bank  Systems,  a  rival  bidder 
(Richard  Thomson  writes). 

First  Interstate,  based  in  Los 
Angeles,  capitulated  to  the 
$11.6  billion  Wells  Fargo  bid 
yesterday,  after  its  fnendly 
agreement  to  merge  with  First 
Bank  Systems,  of  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  collapsed. 

Wells  Fargo’s  victory  is  the 
first  hostile  bid  to  succeed  in 
the  US  banking  sector  since 
the  late  1980s.  The  bid 
dwarfed  the  $10  billion  merger 
agreed  between  Chemical 
Bank  and  Chase  Manhattan 
last  August. 

The  merged  bank,  to  be 
called  Wells  Fargo,  will  be  the 
eighth  largest  in  the  US  with 
assets  of  $108  billion. 

First  Interstate  attempted  to 
escape  Wells's  clutches  by 
agreeing  a  deal  with  FBS,  but 
this  fell  through  last  weekend. 


ME>C  Private  Traders  Go  Live 

Announcing  the  opening  of  Market  Data  Centre's  private 
eftent  deafing  room  on  29th  January. 

This  LBnkpje  facility  offers  individuals: 

-  A  professional  trading  screen  on  flexible  terms. 

•  Access  lo  over 800  books,  journals,  ond  videos 
on  ad  trading  topics. 

Telephone  0171  522  0094  lor  a  brochure  that  includes  a  free 
introductory  two  hour  session. 

Market  Data  Centre  Ltd,  19-21  Great  Tower  Street,  London  EC3R  5AQ. 
Tel:  0171  522  00S4  Fax:  0171  522  0005 


Prospect 
strikes 
£21m  loss 

PROSPECT  Industries,  the 
supplier  of  specialist  engi¬ 
neering  services  to  the  pow¬ 
er-generation  industry, 
incurred  pre-tax  losses  of 
£213  million  last  year 
(Martin  Barrow  writes). 

Losses  for  the  12  months 
to  September  30  were  re¬ 
corded  after  total  exception¬ 
al  charges  of  £18  million, 
including  goodwill  written 
off  of  £7  million,  after  a  year 
of  widespread  restructuring. 

In  addition,  there  has 
been  a  downward  adjust¬ 
ment  of  £9.4  million  to  asset 
values  after  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  new  management 
Pre-tax  profits  in  1994 
were  £5.9  million  and 
earnings  were  235p.  The 
loss  per  share  last  year  was 
724p.  There  is  a  nominal 
final  dividend  of  0.025p  a 
Share,  making  a  total  of 
0-125p  (0.85p). 


MMC  chief  calls  for 
direct  OFT  referrals 


By  Graham  Seakjeant 

F1  NANO  AL  EDITOR 

THE  Director-General  of  Fair 
Trading  should  be  able  to  re¬ 
fer  mergers  directly  to  the 
Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission,  Graeme  Odg- 
ers.  MMC  chairman,  suggests 
in  his  annual  report 

In  carefully  chosen  words. 
Mr  Odgers  says  that  the 
present  system,  under  which 
the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  decides  after  advice 
from  the  Director-General, 
“introduces  a  political  input  at 
too  early  a  stage  of  the 
regulatory  process". 

Reform  of  competition  law 
is  necessary,  Mr  Odgers 
writes.  But  the  MMC  chair¬ 
man  takes  a  more  cautious 
view  than  Sir  Bryan  Carsberg. 
the  former  head  of  the  the 
Office  of  Fair  Trading.  He 
writes:  “1  am  concerned  that 
enthusiasm  for  reform  should 


Odgers:  “political  input” 


not  sweep  away  much  that  is 
good  in  our  present  system." 

Merging  the  MMC  into  the 
OFT  could  provide  greater 
consistency,  Mr  Odgers  con¬ 
cedes.  but  could  also  under¬ 
mine  the  present  openeness  of 
the  system  and  make  the  OFT 
too  powerful.  MMC  investiga¬ 


tions  normally  lead  to  full 
publication  of  its  report  along 
with  evidence  given  by  the 
parties.  OFT  decisions  are 
conducted  on  a  discreet  basis, 
sometimes  with  little  explana¬ 
tion  of  conclusions. 

Mr  Odgers  also  has  doubts 
about  plans  broadly  backed 
by  the  Labour  Party  to  make 
anti-competitive  behaviour  il¬ 
legal  and  subject  to  civil  ac¬ 
tions.  He  says  blanket  rules 
would  make  it  harder  to 
establish  what  was  an  abuse 
and  therefore  hander  for  regu¬ 
lators  io  promote  competition. 

Frequent  court  cases  “may 
not  be  best  suited  to  resolving 
economic  issues  related  to 
market  definition,  dominance 
and  abuse  of  dominance".  But 
he  backs  changes,  promised 
by  the  Government  to 
strengthen  the  power  of  the 
OFT  over  restrictive  practices 
and  ban  suspected  restricted 
practices  until  investigated. 


Where  is  the  best 
place  to  90  for  instant 
Shore  Dealing? 


Sell  your  shares  at  any  of  NatWesfs  280  Instant 
Share  Dealing  branches  and  you'll  normally  find  the 
money  in  the  account  of  your  choice  5  working  days 
later.  There’s  no  need  to  send  paperwork  through  the 
post  or  wait  for  o  cheque  to  be  sent  to  you. 

Whether  you're  selling  or  buying,  simply  wolk  in, 
check  the  latest  share  price,  and  walk  out  minutes 
later  with  confirmation  of  the  deal  in  your  hond.  ft's  os 
quick  and  easy  as  that 

You  don't  even  have  to  bank  with  NatWest  either.' 
Just  bring  in  some  identification  confirming  your  name. 


signature  and  permanent  address  such  as  a  full  UK 
driving  licence  (and  your  share  certificates,  if  selling], 
and  you  too  can  enjoy  the  convenience  of  Instant 
Share  Deoling  in  over  900  leading  shares,  including 

Call  0800  200  400 

WEEKDAYS  &00am  to  &00pm 
WEEKENDS  9.00a  in  to  4.00pm 

PowerGen  and  National  Power. 

For  details  of  your  nearest  Instant  Share  Dealing 
branch,  and  our  competitive  deafing  charges,  please  call 
the  number  above. 


A  NatWest 

More  thon  just  q  book 


'Customer,  who  dorfl  bark  with  NatWes  wffl  have  to  poy  btj  cheque  when  buvnp  shores.  Please  bear  in  mind  that  the  value  of  stock  market  Investments,  and  the  income 
from  them,  bw)  90  down -os  weB  03  up.  ond  you  rooy  not  recover  the  amount  of  your  original  investment.  This  advertisement  shovW  not  be  uAon  as  a  recommendation  on  the 
port  of  either  National  Westminster  Barit  Pic  or  NatWes  Stockbrokers  Limited  to  buy  or  set  shares  In  PowerGen  or  Notional  Power.  National  Westminster  Bonk  Pic  Is  regulated  by 
the  Personal  Investment  Authorial  ond  IMRO.  Share  deaing  services  ore  provided  bq  NotWest  Stockbrokers  Limited,  o  Member  at  the  London  Stock  Ewhongc  and  related  bu  die 
Securities  and  Futures  Authority.  National  Westminster  Bank  Pit  Registered  Office  41  Lothburu  London  EC2P  2BP.  Registered  Number  929037.  England.  Ref  Na'©120 
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Standard  Chartered  on 
bid  alert  as  shares  soar 


STANDARD  Chartered  went 
on  bid  alert  again  last  night  as 
its  share  price  surged  43h p  to 
a  new  high  of  662p.  Turnover 
in  the  shares  was  low.  with 
less  than  3  million  changing 
hands,  although  the  word  is 
that  Gartmore,  the  fund  man¬ 
ager,  and  at  least  one  Ameri¬ 
can  institution  were  trying  to 
pick-up  stock. 

Brokers  say  that  much  of 
the  rise  could  be  attributed  to 
stock  shortages  on  the  part  of 
market-makers.  But  one  thing 
the  company  was  not  short  of 
yesterday  was  potential  suit¬ 
ors.  Weekend  reports  had 
suggested  a  bid  from  rival 
National  Westminster  Bank, 
up  6p  at  674p. 

tt  is  a  story  that  most 
traders  in  the  stock  have  been 
quick  to  discount  However, 
other  names  have  now  started 
to  feature,  including  Deutsche 
Bank,  which  already  owns 
Morgan  Grenfell,  the  mer¬ 
chant  bank,  and  Dresdner 
Bank,  which  last  year 
splashed  out  £500  million-plus 
for  Kleinwort  Benson. 

A  Standard  spokesman 
said:  “We  have  no  information 
and  would  not  comment  on 
market  rumours." 

Elsewhere,  the  market  con¬ 
tinued  its  record-breaking 
run.  cheered  by  a  strong  start 
to  trading  on  Wall  Street 
Hopes  are  high  that  next 
week's  meeting  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  Open  Markets  Com¬ 
mittee  will  signal  a  cut  in  US 
interest  rates. 

The  FT-SE  100  index  closed 
at  its  best  of  the  day  wi  th  a  rise 
of  232  to  a  new  high  of  3.7582. 

As  the  dust  continues  to 
settle  after  Granada's  success¬ 
ful  bid  for  Forte,  investors 
began  looking  around  for  oth¬ 
er  companies  in  the  sector  in 
which  to  invest  Top  of  the  list 
was  Ladbroke.  which  re¬ 
sponded  with  a  rise  of  8*2p  to 
I72hp.  The  shares  have  been 
supported  in  recent  months  by 
talk  of  a  possible  bid  from 
Bass,  4p  dearer  at  736p. 

Rank  Organisation  was 
another  beneficiary  of  the  flow 
of  funds  out  of  Forte,  adding 
7p  at  451p.  It  also  drew 
strength  from  some  encourag¬ 
ing  trading  news  from  Rank 
Xerox. 

Sir  Rocco  Forte’s  pledge  to 
rebuild  the  family  business 
from  scratch  did  not  fall  on 
deaf  ears.  The  family  is  reck¬ 
oned  to  be  set  to  pick  up  £300 
million  from  the  sale  of  their 
shares,  which  could  be 
ploughed  into  a  new  venture. 
As  a  result,  there  were  mark¬ 
ups  for  Pizza  Express,  1  pup  at 
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Signs  of  a  building  recovety  were  provided  by  Alfred  McAlpine 


262p,  and  MyKindaTown.  up 
I2p  at  132p. 

Marks  &  Spencer,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  some  high-profile  criti¬ 
cism  recently,  perked  up  with 
a  3p  rise  to  43Sp  after  an 
encouraging  trading  state¬ 
ment  General  sales  over  the 
Christmas  period  grew  6.7  per 
cent  with  food  sales  6.1  per 
cent  higher.. 

Burton  Group,  which  is 


90p  on  the  news  that  rival 
Bellway  has  bought  dose  to  a  5 
per  cent  stake.  This  has  raised 
hopes  that  Belhvay  may  be 
poised  to  make  a  full  bid.  Only 
last  week.  Wainhomes 
plunged  to  65p  after  revealing 
that  it  was  the  subject  of  an 
investigation  by  the  fraud 
squad  over  valuation  irregu¬ 
larities  at  its  northern  division 
dating  bade  to  last  year. 


Lonrho  fell  3b p  to  201  bp  despite  news  that  Ashanti,  in  which  it 
has  a  41  per  cent  stake,  has  applied  for  a  listing  on  the  New  York 
Stock  Exchange.  Shareholders  at  Ashanti's  AGM  in  Ghana 
were  told  the  move  would  raise  its  international  profile.  Ashanti 
is  one  of  77ie  Times  mining  shares  of  the  year. 


due  to  issue  a  trading  state¬ 
ment  today,  finished  2p  lighter 
at  129bp. 

News  of  two  boardroom 
appointments  had  little  effect 
on  the  price  of  British  Gas 
shares,  down  bp  to  248bp. 
Philip  Hampton  has  been 
appointed  finance  chief,  with 
John  Wybrew  director  respon¬ 
sible  for  strategic  planning 
and  corporate  affairs. 

Wainhomes  rallied  lOp  to 


Two  employees  have  been 
sacked  and  another  two  sus¬ 
pended.  The  board  also  called 
for  the  resignation  of  Ron 
Smith,  chief  executive,  d aim¬ 
ing  they  had  lost  confidence  in 
him  following  the  latest  profits 
warning. 

Signs  of  a  long-awaited 
recovery  in  the  housebuilding 
sector  were  also  provided  by 
Alfred  McAlpine.  which  has 
decided  to  concentrate  on  its 
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housing  activities.  The  group 
yesterday  announced  plans  to 
close  its  open  tender  construc¬ 
tion  business  at  a  cost  of  £34 
million.  Despite  this,  the 
shares  rose  lOp  to  I58p. 

Earlier  this  week,  the  Berke¬ 
ley  Group.  another 
housebuilder,  tm veiled  plans 
to  raise  £73  million  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  depressed 
prices  and  increase  the  size  of 
its  land  bank. 

British  Biotechnology 
soared  to  yet  another  new 
peak  with  a  leap  of  198p  to 
£21.68.  Investors  are  becoming 
increasingly  excited  about  the 
prospects  for  Marimastat.  its 
new  cancer  treatment,  which 
is  currently  undergoing  trials. 

James  Crean  stood  out  with 
a  leap  of  30p  to  243p. 
Lnishterfi,  a  company  in  which 
Crean  has  a  712  per  cent 
stake,  has  received  a  bid 
approach  at  a  significant  pre¬ 
mium  to  the  current  bid  price. 

News  of  an  encouraging 
drilling  report  hoisted  Cairn 
Energy  35bp  to  179bp  as 
almost  5  million  shares 
changed  hands. 

The  group  says  that  its 
Sangu-1  exploration  well  in 
Block  16  offshore  of  Bangla¬ 
desh  is  now  operating  at  total 
depth. 

A  testing  programme  is  now 
underway  and  the  rig  will 
move  to  a  new  position  3.5 
miles  north  of  Sanjru-I.  Cairn 
holds  75  per  cent  of  Block  16. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Prices 
traded  in  a  narrow  range  for 
much  of  the  day,  with  buying 
interest  muted  ahead  of  next 
week's  meeting  of  the  FOMC 
and  gilt  auction. 

The  Bank  of  England  was 
on  hand  to  issue  further 
tranches  of  existing  stock, 
including  £150  million  of  Trea¬ 
sury  Index-linked  43b  per  cent 
2004  and  £100  million  of 
Treasury  Index-linked  2b  per 
cent  2013. 

In  the  futures  pit,  the  March 
series  of  the  tong  gilt  traded  in 
a  range  of  Ellla5j2  and  E1123jj 
before  finishing  £5ia  better  at 
£1U3,32.  A  total  of  57.000 
contracts  were  completed. 

In  the  cash  market  Trea¬ 
sury  8  per  cent  2013  climbed 
£7i6  to  £103b,  while  at  the 
shorter  end  Treasury  8  per 
cent  2000  was  £732  better  at 
£1051532. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Shares  were 
strong  at  midday,  with  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
up  5150  points  at  524357 
amid  signs  of  conciliation  on 
the  budget  deadlock,  a  strong 
bond  market  and  a  rally  in 
many  high-technology  issues. 
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STHHUNG  SPOT  AND  FORWARD  RATES  ;  : 


Who  pays  for  the  bids? 

MPs  and  others  are  in  a  flap  aboutthe  costs  of 


—  in  die  region  of  E135  million  —  is  a  big 
number,  bur  in  itself  says  nothing  about  the 
larger  question  of  whether  takeovers  ever 
justify  their  costs.  Granada's  own  £105 
million  bill  looks  huge,  but  £20  million 
represents  stamp  duty  and  a  further  £70 
million  relates  to  underwriting  costs. 

Underwriting  is  a  method  of  insuring 
against  the  fall  in  value  of  shares  issued  to 
finance  an  offer.  The  OFT  and  the  London 
Business  School  have  rightly  criticised  high 
underwriting  fees:  these  fixed  charges  are 
often  unrelated  to  specific  company  risks,  but 
underwriting  per  se  is  no  more  of  a  cost  to 
society  than  general  Insurance. 

Academics  are  divided  over  whether  bids 
enhance  shareholder  value.  However,  there  is 
no  clear  evidence  that  costs  are  increasing. 
According  to  Acquisitions  Monthly,  fees 'paid 
for  takeovers  in  the  1989  boom  were  £800 


2.6  per  cent  of  offers  last  year.  ^ 

More  worthy  of  criticism  are  the 
bills  accumulated  by  Porte., 
inherit  some  £30  million  ctf  fees  charged  by 
sundry  merchant  bankers  and  lawyers,  more 
than  twice  the  cost  of  its  own  advisers. 
Bidders  must  budget  carefully  if  ti^y  are  not 
to  squander  the  benefits  of  a  takeover.  J*r£ 
targets  have  no  such  discipline  and.  like  Forte, 
can  hire  armies  erf  advisers  kt>owmg  that 
failure  simply  means  banding  the  bill  to  me 
aggressor.  More  galling  to  shareholders  is  me 
knowledge  that  Rnte  could  certainly  have 
avoided  its  fete  and  great  expense,  had  rt 
taken  good  advice  earlier  and  made  the 
disposals  it  pnmosed  during  the  bid. 

In  future,  if  investors  are  not  prepared  to 
take  the  initiative  and  demand  the  removal  of 
lazy  bosses,  they  will  continue  to  pay  for 
takeovers. 


Alfred  McAlpine 

IF  THE  chairmen  of  build¬ 
ing  companies  were  as  brave 
as  their  words,  the  industry’s 
problems  could  be  solved 
overnight  However,  wailing 
about  overcapacity  is  easier 
than  trimming  your  sails. 
Many  companies  prefer  to 
subsidise  their  contracting 
arms  from  profitable  aggre¬ 
gates  or  homes  operations 
rather  than  take  on  the  dirty 
job  of  closures  and  sadrings. 

The  ostrich  approach  is 
about  to  change;  however, 
for  two  reasons.  Builders 
struggled  with  thin  margins 
for  years,  relying  on  the 
cashflow  from  prepayments 
to  keep  the  business  ticking 
over.  Profits  were  a  happy 
accident  from  successful 
claims  for  cost-overruns.  To¬ 
day,  cashflow  is  turning 
negative  as  margins  are  too 
thin  to  cover  costs  and  the 
economics  of  the  industry  no 


WH  Smith 

ADMISSION  of  a  problem  is 
often  die  first  crucial  step 
towards  recovery,  and,  hope¬ 
fully.  W  H  Smith  is  no 


longer  tolerate  inefficiencies. 

Yesterday,  the  stock  mar¬ 
ket  patted  Alfred  McAlpine 
on  the  back  for  being  the  first 
big  quoted  builder  to  shut 
down  its  traditional  building 
operations.  McAlpine  is 
shrinking  the  company 
down  to  the  housing  division 
and  civil  engineering  opera¬ 
tions  plus  a  specialised  unit 
that  will  invest  in  PH 


projects,  such  as  roads,  hos¬ 
pitals  and  other  local  author¬ 
ity  schemes.  McAipine’s 
move  will  stem  huge  losses, 
but  there  is  a  question  mark 
over  whether  it  has  the 
strength  and  cashflow  to 
expand  housing  and  PFI 
projects  that  demand  capital 
injections.  The  company  is 
better  placed,  but  may  still 
need  a  big  brother. 


i  MCALPINE  LEAVES  THE  BUILDING 
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Btil  Cockburn  is  right  to 
identify  a  culture  problem  at 
the  group.  Retailing  is  not  a 
picnic  aggressive  rivals  have 
eaten  into  W  H  Smith's  core 
business,  and  the  group’s 
gentlemanly  response  has 
proved  lamentably  inept 

It  is  too  early  to  tell 
whether  Cockburn  will  suc¬ 
ceed  in  sweeping  out  the 
cobwebs  and  cosy  culture, 
but  he  is  making  the  right 
noises. 

Yesterday’s  interim  results 
revealed  both  new  and  old 
problems:  poor  distribution 
meant  that  stores  were  left 
with  the  wrong  stock  and 
extra  costs  over  the  critical 
Christmas  period.  Competi¬ 
tion  has  forced  the  group  to 
forfeit  margin  in  order  to  win 


sales.  Elsewhere,  the  trading 
environment  has  hurt  WH 
Smith  in  several  areas —new 
contracts  with  publishers 
have  eaten  away  at  news¬ 
paper  distribution  margins, 
while  tiie  demise  of  the  net 
book  agreement  means  that 
Waterstone’s  has  to  sell  three 
discounted  books  rather  than 
two  just  to  stand  stflL 
Cockbum  has  yet  to  com¬ 
plete  his  strategic  review.- 
Nothing  is  ruled  out  and  a 
further  restructuring  charge 
is  .  not  out  of  the  question, 
especially  as  Cockburn  has 
stated  he  intends  to  remove 
more  cost  from  the  group. 

.  For  now  .there  is  little 
besides  rhetoric  on  which  to 
judge  tiie  group’s  fortunes, 
and  tiie  shares  are  best  left 
alone  until  Cockburn  reveals 
his  hand. 

Wainhomes 

WHATEVER  the  intentions 
of  Bdiway,  it  has  made  an 


instant  profit  from  its  pur¬ 
chase  of  shares  in  Wain¬ 
homes.  Wainhomes  ■$  share 
price  took  an  excessive  beat¬ 
ing  last  week  when  the  police 
moved  in  to  investigate  “acc¬ 
ounting  irregularities'*.  The 
chairman  sacked  the  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  an  alleged  “loss  of 
confidence”  and  the  price 
plunged  to  64p.  Whatever  the 
hit  to  profits  from  a  restate¬ 
ment  of  work  in  progress,  an¬ 
alysts  still  reckon  that  the  net 
asset  value  of  the  builder 
ought  to  be  worth  up  to  94p. 

Those  builders  still  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  homes  market 
are  looking  for  quick  ways  to 
build  up  stock,  and  takeovers 
are  an  obvious  route;  but  no 
one  should  expect  a  hostile 
bid  for  Wainhomes;  the  man¬ 
agement  still  control  42  per 
cent  of  the  company.  With 
land  prices  now  more  reason¬ 
able.  sensible  builders  will 
not  become  predators. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortis hed 
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Irish  eyes 
eye  Forte 

IN  SPITE  of  Gerry  Robin¬ 
son's  repeated  assertions 
lo  the  contrary,  the  great 
Forte  sell-off  may  already 
have  begun.  You  know  the 
kind  of  thing:  ageing  but 
still  attractive  hotel,  one 
careful  owner,  ail  offers 
considered. 

City  Diary  has  already 
been  approached  by  one 
Irish  solicitor,  represent¬ 
ing  a  group  of  business¬ 
men  with  eyes  on  the 
Belfast  Forte  Crest  What 
are  the  chances  of  a  pur¬ 
chase.  he  asked,  and  to 
whom  should  he  talk?  In 
faithful  service  to  its  read¬ 
ers,  we  have  furnished  the 
solicitor  with  Granada's 
telephone  number. 

Power  play 

LAURA  ASHLEY,  the 
womenswear  and  furnish¬ 
ing  retailer,  is  decidedly 
more  feminine  of  late.  Arm 
Iverson  yesterday  rounded 
off  a  recruitment  spree 
with  her  fifth  female  ap¬ 
pointment  since  she  took 
over  as  chief  executive  last 
September.  Kathy  Self  be- 
comes  senior  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  retail  operations  in 
North  America,  joining 
Patricia  Manning,  mar¬ 
keting  director,  Deborah 
Baker,  human  resources 
director.  Julie  Ramshaw, 
merchandising  director, 
and  Basha  Cohen,  design 
and  buying  director.  The 
five  join  Ms  Iverson  on  the 
11-strong  executive  com¬ 
mittee.  resulting  in  the 
rare  occurrence  of  women 
outnumbering  men.  at 
such  a  senior  level. 


“Thought  you  said 
Granada  was  in  no 
hurry  to  sell** 

Explosive  work 

REVIEWERS  may  rave 
“you  must  read  this  book”, 
but  few  carry  the  authority 
of  Ian  Plenderietth,  Bank 
of  England  director  and 
official  government  bro¬ 
ker.  He  told  investors  and 
traders  gathered  at  the 
Grocer's  Hall  yesterday 
I  that  the  new  £45  Merrill 
Lynch  Guide  to  the  Gilt- 
Edged  and  Sterling  Bond 
Markets  was  “essential 
reading".  He  would,  be 
added,  be  conducting  tests 
back  at  the  Bank  to  make 
sure  people  had  done  their 
homework.  These  tests 
could  prove  alarming  giv¬ 
en  that  Plenderieith  be¬ 
lieves  that  Patrick  Phillips, 
the  author,  former  de 
Zocte  broker  mid  now 
Merrill  consultant,  is  “the 
first  rocket  scientist  of  the 
gilt-edged  market;  our 
own  Werner  von  Braun”. 

Coun  Campbell 


AMATCH£  K&LETStCY 


Time  has  come  to  review 
the  demand-side  disaster 


Stakeholder 
debate  ought 
to  focus  on 
social  issues 
not  merely 
economics 


It  has  not  been  a  good 
week  for  the  “stakehold¬ 
er  economy".  On  Mon¬ 
day,.  we  had  the  ann¬ 
ouncement  by  Daimler-Benz, 
perhaps  the  world’s  greatest 
stakeholder  company,  of  the 
biggest  loss  in  tne  history  of 
German  capitalism,  immed¬ 
iately  followed  by  exactly  the 
kind  of  “short-termist"  panic 
measure  denounced  by  the 
stakeholder  camp:  the  closure 
of  the  entire  L>utch  aircraft 
industry  and  the  relocation  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  German 
jobs  to  cheap-labour  plants 
abroad. 

On  Tuesday,  there  was  the 
takeover  of  Forte  by  Granada, 
a  classic  short-termist  asset- 
stripping  operation.  At  first 
sight  this  raid  seemed  just  the 
sort  of  outrage  that  stake- 
holding  is  designed  to  stamp 
out  On  doser  inspection,  how¬ 
ever,  the  success  of  the  bid 
turned  cm  the  direct  involve¬ 
ment  in  both  Gran  da’s  and 
Forte's  corporate  affairs  of  an 
active  long-term  shareholder 
—  m  this  case  Mercury  Asset 
Management 

This  takeover  was  driven  by 
the  enthusiastic  commitment 
to  Granada’S  strategy  of  active 
shareholders  such  as  Carol 
Galley.  MAM’s  suddenly  fam¬ 
ous  vice-chairman.  It  is  true 
that  other  stakeholders  in  the 
bid  were  not  consulted,  but 
does  anyone  think  that  Ms 
Galleys  derision  would  have 
been  any  different  if  she  had 
invited  in  a  delegation  of  Forte 
workers  and  suppliers  for  a 
cup  of  tea?  In  this  case,  the 
supposed  cure  of  “hands-on" 
active  shareholders  turned  out 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  disease. 

Yesterday,  the  stakeholder 
news  got  even  worse  with  the 
attacks  on  Harriet  Harman. 
Ms  Harman  had  undertaken 
the  ultimate  stakeholder  ac¬ 
tion.  She  had  asserted  her 
right  and  duty  to  play  an 
active  role  in  her  son’s  educa¬ 
tion  and  at  the  same  time  cast 
the  dearest  possible  vote  of  no 
confidence  in  the  decimation 
of  central  London's  schools 
after  17  years*  of  Tory  govern¬ 
ment.  For  this,  she  was  pillo¬ 
ried  by  the  very  people  in  the 
Labour  Party  who  say  they 
want  to  transform  Britain 
from  a  nation  of  consumers 
and  shopkeepers  into  a  nation 
of  active  citizens  —  of  people 
who  can  work  together 
through  nan-market  soda! 
mechanisms  without  money 
always  having  to  change 
hands. 

Personally.  I  think  Tony 
Blair  was  on  the  right  track 
two  weeks  ago  when  he  set 
forth  his  vision  of  creating  a 
“stakeholders'  Britain".  What 
he  seemed  to  mean  was  that 
the  realm  of  politics  should  be 
expanded  to  many  areas  of  life 
in  Britain  that  had  been  taken 
over  by  market  forces. 

By  relying  too  much  on 
market  forces  in  areas  such  as 
health,  education,  law,  the  arts 
and  the  relief  of  poverty,  the 
Tories  have  probably  done 
Britain  more  harm  than  good. 
These  basic  values  of  a  civi¬ 
lised  society  are  not  commod¬ 
ities.  whose  production  and 
distribution  should  be  gov¬ 
erned  simply  by  buying  at  the 


cheapest  price  and  selling  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  princi¬ 
ple  of  one  man  one  vote  should 
not  be  entirely  superseded  by 
one  pound  one  vote. 

The  trouble  is  that  the 
history  of  the  “stakeholder” 
concept,  at  least  in  Britain, 
suggerts  a  much  narrower 
focus  on  economic  and  finan¬ 
cial.  rather  than  social  issues. 
The  claims  made  are  econom¬ 
ic.  rather  than  social  or  moral. 
The  stakeholder  economy  is 
said  to  be  more  efficient  and 
better  at  taking  long-term 
derisions.  It  is  supposed  to  be 
good  not  only  for  the  soul,  but 
also  far  economic  growth. 

One  danger  for  Labour  poli¬ 
ty.  however,  is  that  broader 
ideals  about  making  British 
society  fairer,  more  civilised 
and  democratic  will  be  ne¬ 
glected  or  discredited  if  the 
narrow  economic  claims  made 
by  the  stakeholder  lobby  are 
seen  to  fail.  Another  is  the 
danger  that  by  focusing  eco¬ 
nomic  policy  on  microeconom¬ 
ic  supply-ride  issues,  such  as 
corporate  governance  and  fi¬ 
nancial  regulation,  a  Labour 
government  will  be  distracted 
from  the  infinitely  more  im¬ 
portant  task  of  managing  de¬ 
mand  for  full  employment  and 
rapid  growth. 

The  cmly  real  economic  de¬ 
bate  in  the  general  election 
now  looks  like  being  the  dash 
between  stakeholders  and  free 
marketeers.  Labour  will  claim 
that  short-termism  and  low 
investment  are  at  the  root  of 
Britain's  alleged  economic  fail¬ 
ure:  the  Tories  will  insist  that 
their  free-market  policies  have 
energised  the  economy  and 
now  promise  to  make  Britain 


the  most  dynamic  and  pros¬ 
perous  country  in  Europe. 

This  dash  of  ideas  will  no 
doubt  throw  up  all  kinds  of 
interesting  theories  and  statis¬ 
tics.  This  week,  for  example. 
Michael  Kitson  and  Jonathan 
Michie.  of  Cambridge  Univer¬ 
sity,  have  published  an  artide 
in  the  Economic  Journal 
showing  that  Britain's  net 
manufacturing  investment  be¬ 
tween  1979  and  1989  fell  to  one- 
seventh  of  its  pie-1973  level. 
They  see  this  dedine  as  an 
unmitigated  disaster  and 
attribute  it  largely  to  short- 
termism  and  the  “role  of  the 
City  of  London  in  the  function¬ 
ing  of  the  economy  and  the 
formulation  of  policy". 

Meanwhile,  Patrick 
Minford.  of  Liverpool  Univer¬ 
sity,  claims  to  have  evidence 
that  Labour's  plans  to  regulate 
employment  and  adopt  the 
European  social  chapter  could 
destroy  three  million  jobs. 

Neither  of  these  daims  — 
nor  any  others  like  them  — 
will  ever  settle  the  question  of 
whether  the  British  economy 
would  benefit  from  more  or 
less  regulation.  Every  statistic 
on  one  side  can  be  matched  by 
some  figure  the  other  side  can 
quote.  In  the  Kitson-Michie 
article,  for  example,  there  is  a 
footnote  which  admits  that 
Britain's  gross  manufacturing 
investment  in  the  1980s  was 
almost  identical  to  that  in 
Germany  and  France.  The 
difference  was  that  Britain 
scrapped  far  more  of  its  out¬ 
dated  and  uncompetitive  fac¬ 
tories.  Many  of  these  were  the 
legacy  of  state-sponsored  over¬ 
investment  in  industries  such 
as  steel,  shipbuilding  and  cars. 


A  general  election  is  certain¬ 
ly  not  the  appropriate  forum 
for  settling  such  arcane  aca¬ 
demic  disputes  —  especially 
when  there  is  another  issue  of 
far  greater  economic  sub¬ 
stance  which  the  politicians 
really  could  get  their  teeth 
into.  This  is  the  incredible 
incompetence  of  British  mone¬ 
tary.  fiscal  and  exchange-rate 
policy  since  1976,  when  Jim 
Callaghan  made  his  famous 
speech  repudiating  Keynesian 
economics  and  Denis  Healey 
blazed  the  monetarist  trail  for 
Margaret  Thatcher. 

Twenty  years  on.  it  is  surely 
time  for  a  total  review  —  one 
might  almost  say  a  witch-hunt 
into  —  this  catastrophic  experi¬ 
ment  By  abandoning  the  ac¬ 
tive  management  of  demand, 
which  had  been  the  centre¬ 
piece  of  economic  policy  since 
the  Keynesian  revolution,  the 
monetarist  zealots  did  not 
merely  create  two  horrendous 
recessions.  They  also  man¬ 
aged  to  wreck  any  hope  of  a 
free-market  mirade  in  the  late 
1980s. 

We  will  never  know  whether 
the  labour  market  and  finan¬ 
cial  liberalisation  of  the  1980s 
really  did  strengthen  the  econ¬ 
omy,  because  John  Major's 
demand  management  policies 
deliberately  pushed  the  econo¬ 
my  into  recession  just  as  the 
supply-side  reforms  were  tak¬ 
ing  hold.  And  even  today,  the 
Treasury's  determination  to 
repress  demand  growth  to 
around  the  “trend  rate"  25  per 
cent  means  there  are  no  tangi¬ 
ble  gains  from  the  Thatcher 
revolution  which  voters  can 
identify. 

In  exactly  the  same  way. 


the  present  deflationary 
framework  of  demand  man¬ 
agement  —  which  neither 
Tony  Blair  nor  Gordon  Brown 
have  ever  seen  fit  to  question 
—  will  make  it  literally  impos¬ 
sible  to  judge  whether  a  Lab¬ 
our  government's  supply-side 
policies  can  create  full  employ¬ 
ment.  or  indeed  do  any  good  at 
all. 

By  far  the  most  important  — 
and  mysterious  —  question  of 
political  economy  in  Britain 
today  is  why  politicians  of  all 
parties  have  joined  this  con¬ 
spiracy  of  silence  on  demand 
management.  The  Govern¬ 
ment.  I  suppose,  is  reluctant  to 
debate  macroeconomic  policy 
because  most  of  the  blame  for 
wrecking  the  Thatcher  experi¬ 
ment  would  then  fall  personal¬ 
ly  on  John  Major. 

Labour’s  silence  on  macro¬ 
economics  is  partly  motivated 
by  fear  of  the  financial  mar¬ 
kets.  But  1  think  there  is  also  a 
more  sinister  motive:  many 
Labour  politicians  do  not  want 
to  believe  that  a  marker  econo¬ 
my  could  be  made  to  create 
and  maintain  full  employment 
simply  by  manipulating  mon¬ 
etary  policy  and  fiscal  policy 
and  exchange  rates. 

Perhaps  socialists  simply 
prefer  to  believe  that  achieving 
prosperity  is  impossible  with¬ 
out  root  and  branch  social 
reform.  If  so.  they  should  take 
a  look  at  France  and  Spain. 
There  they  can  see  the  disas¬ 
ters  that  befall  deflationary 
soda  list  governments  that 
choose  to  keep  millions  in  the 
dole  queues,  instead  of  allow¬ 
ing  a  market  economy  the 
oxygen  of  demand  which  it 
needs  to  prosper  and  grow. 


Students  can  now  learn  how 
to  cope  with  stakeholders 


Students  are  being  given 
the  opportunity  to  expe¬ 
rience  the  problems 
companies  face  in  hying  to 
balance  the  needs  of  different 
stakeholders  when  making 
business  decisions.  The  Nat¬ 
ional  Westminster/The  Times 
Business  Ethics  Essay  Compe¬ 
tition  for  undergraduates  has 
set  a  business  conundrum  to 
be  solved  taking  heed  of  the 
interests  of  all  the  parties. 

The  problem  was  set  in  the 
autumn  long  before  Tony 
Blair  declared  that  Labour 
wanted  a  stakeholder  society. 

Students  are  invited  to  con¬ 
sider  what  John  Smith,  chief 
executive  of  Food  Chain  Stores, 
might  do  when  trying  to  close  a 
suburban  branch.  The  chain 
needs  to  overhaul  its  opera¬ 
tions.  get  rid  of  old  stores  and 
replace  them  with  larger  ones. 

The  branch  serves  a  large 
number  of  low-income  famil- 
ies.  but  would  not  allow  suffi¬ 
cient  expansion  to  increase  the 
number  of  lines  on  the  shelves 
and  improve  profitability. 

Shareholders  will  benefit 
from  the  savings  of  closing  an 
uneconomic  branch,  but  Mr 
Smith  has  received  hundreds  of 


Essay  contest  poses  a  question 
of  ethics,  writes  Lindsay  Cook 


Lindsay  Cook  and  Derek  Wanless  are  pictured  with 
Merlin  Wilcox,  who  won  the  competition  last  year 


protest  letters  from  customers 
and  is  greeted  by  protestors 
and  reporters.  Staff  are  un¬ 
happy  that  they  may  lose  their 
jobs.  He  has  to  dedde  whether 
to  serve  the  community-  at  the 
expense  of  shareholders,  or  to 
find  another  solution. 

Many  bank  chief  executives 


have  faced  similar  derisions 
when  trying  to  dose  the  last  re¬ 
maining  branch  in  rural  areas. 

NatWest  has  a  code  of  con¬ 
duct  to  guide  the  actions  of  all 
employees.  Derek  Wanless. 
chief  executive  of  NatWest 
Group,  said  at  the  time  of  the 
launch:  “Ethics  in  business 


isn't  just  about  integrity  and 
honesty,  it’s  about  the  values 
of  the  people  you  work  with 
and  the  way  you  balance  diff¬ 
erent  stakeholder  interests." 

Mr  Wanless  is  a  judge  for 
the  competition,  which  closes 
on  February  29.  The  others  in¬ 
dude  Peter  Sloth ard.  Editor  of 
The  Times:  Julia  Neuberger. 
chairman  of  Camden  and  Is¬ 
lington  Community  Health 
Services  NHS  Trust:  John 
Monks,  General  Secretary  of 
the  Trades  Union  Congress; 
and  John  Drummond,  mana¬ 
ging  director.  Integrity  Works. 

The  judges  will  select  the 
best  six  essays,  and  invite  the 
authors  to  debate  the  dilemma 
with  them.  From  the  six,  a 
winner  will  be  selected,  who 
will  receive  a  prize  of  £3.000. 
plus  a  £3,000  award  for  the 
university  or  college.  The  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  will  receive 
£2.000  and  £1.000  with  match¬ 
ing  cheques  for  their  colleges. 
The  winning  essay  will  be 

published  in  The  Times. 

Entry  forms  are  available 
from  Paul  Osgood,  NatWest 
Group,  Corporate  Affairs  De¬ 
partment,  2nd  floor,  41 
Lothbury.  London  EC2P  2BP. 


‘Surf  boards 
on  the  lookout 
for  shysters 
in  cyberspace 

Paul  Dorman  on  the  fight  against 
the  financial  villains  on  the  Internet 


Cyberspace  is  die  final 
frontier  in  the  endless 
war  between  invest¬ 
ment  regulators  and  the 
financially  unscrupulous. 
The  Internet  crossed  over 
into  the  mainstream  in  1995. 
creating  an  enormous  new 
medium  for  unscrupulous 
financial  advertising  and 
the  promotion  of  fanciful 
investment  schemes.  The  Se¬ 
curities  and  Investments 
Board,  the  UK’s  senior  fi¬ 
nancial  watchdog,  went  on¬ 
line  recently  and  is  now 
surfing  for  shysters. 

As  the  SIB  recognises,  the 
creative  anarchy  of  the 
Internet  and  the  box-ticking 
bureaucracy  of  financial 
regulation  is  not  a  marriage 
made  in  heaven.  Martin 
Hollobone.  SIB  executive 
officer,  says  it  is  “a  case  of 
tightly  drafted  legislation 
meets  cyberspace  punks". 

The  Personal  Investment 
Authority,  the  body  respon¬ 
sible  for  private  investors, 
does  not  allow  investments 
to  be  arranged  over  the 
Internet  because  its  rules 
require  direct  offer  adver¬ 
tisements  to  be  made  in 
printed  form.  So  while  you 
can  use  the  "net"  to  insure 
your  home  and  its  contents 
against  fire 
and  theft  — 
since  general 
insurance  is 
not  covered 
by  the  Fi- 
nanaciai  Ser¬ 
vices  Act  — 
you  have  to 
rely  on  more 
traditional 
methods  to 
arrange  the 
investment 
policy  that 
will  pay  off 
your  mort¬ 
gage.  The 
P1A  will  ad¬ 
dress  this 
anachronism 
in  a  paper  on 
the  multi¬ 
media  age 
which  will  be 
out  in 

February. 

Attempts 
have  been 
made  in  the  US  to  force  up 
the  prices  of  thinly  traded 
shares  via  the  Internet.  The 
Stock  Exchange  rather  glib¬ 
ly  asserts  that  the  UK  does 
not  face  this  problem, 
though  it  was  unable  to 
explain  why.  The  immediate 
worries  about  the  Internet 
are  the  apparent  anonymity* 
that  it  can  offer  and  the 
jurisdictional  problems 
raised  by  a  genuinely  world¬ 
wide  computer  network.  Eff¬ 
ective  policing  is  going  to 
depend  on  considerable 
international  co-operation. 

Mr  Hollobone  said  the 
SIB  has  come  across  several 
instances  of  what  look  like 
unauthorised  investment 
businesses,  and  has  inter¬ 
vened  “to  ascertain  what 
exactly  is  going  on".  But  it 
has  yet  to  take  legal  action. 

As  ever,  the  Americans  are 
ahead  of  us.  Over  the  last 
few  months,  the  Securities  & 
Exchange  Commission  has 
put  a  stop  to  several  alleged 
investment  scams.  In  one.  a 
company  raised  more  than 
$3  million  from  20.000  in¬ 
vestors  who  were  invited  to 
share  in  enormous  profits 
from  a  worldwide  telephone 
lottery,  .with  a  purported 
income  of  $300  million  a 
week.  Bob  Burson.  a  lawyer 
with  the  SECs  Chicago  of¬ 
fice.  said  an  important  rea¬ 
son  for  the  rapid  growth  of 


The  “net”  poses  unique 
problems  for  watchdogs 


the  scheme  was  investors' 
use  of  bulletin  boards  on  the 
Internet. 

Another  less  ambitious 
scheme  promised  “a  whop¬ 
ping  20  per  cent  rate  of 
return"  from  a  “very  low 
risk"  investment  in  cel  farm¬ 
ing.  More  successful  was  the 
offer  of  an  investment  that 
would  double  investors’ 
money  in  four  months 
through  the  use  of  the  infa¬ 
mous  prime  bank  guaran¬ 
tees  —  bogus  instruments 
that  are  held  out  as  a  kind  of 
financial  rocket  fuel.  Again, 
the  Internet  was  used  to  help 
the  promotion. 

From  these  few  brief  ex¬ 
amples.  it  is  obvious  that 
there  is,  as  yet  at  least, 
nothing  very  innovative 
about  Internet  fraud.  The 
unscrupulous  are  still  rely¬ 
ing  on  the  conventional 
buzzwords  to  attract  and 
reassure  investors.  Although 
it  can  be  difficult  to  discover 
who  is  behind  a  particular  e- 
mail  or  web  site,  the  SIB 
says  it  is  hard  for  those 
running  dubious  investment 
schemes  to  hide  completely. 
They  still  need  to  make 
contact  with  their  victims. 
However,  the  SIB  is  worried 
about  new  services  that  offer 
anonymity 
for  those 
sending  mes¬ 
sages  over  the 
Internet.  Mr 
Hollobone 
expects  the 
Internet  in 
place  increas¬ 
ing  demands 
on  the  SIB's 
resources, 
though  it  is 
dearly  not 
possible  to 
monitor  all 
its  output  He 
is  obviously 

reluctant  to 
reveal  the  tac¬ 
tics  the  SIB 
will  use  to 
home  in  on 
problem 
firms.  At  a 
very  simple 
level,  regula¬ 
tors  can  seek 
out  potential 
problems  by  running  vari¬ 
ous  key  words  through  one 
of  the  Internet  “search  en¬ 
gines".  WebCrawler,  one  of 
the  leading  search  tools, 
found  47  "hits"  on  prime 
bank  guarantees. 

The  problems  with  the 
Internet  may  increase  as 
people  become  more  accus¬ 
tomed  to  buying  goods  and 
services  online.  Although 
many  UK  financial  services 
awn  pan  ies  are  experiment¬ 
ing  with  their  own  web-siles. 
most  have  stopped  short  of 
setting  up  inter-active  facili¬ 
ties  —  for  fear  of  computer 
hackers  setting  out  to  cor¬ 
rupt  company  data. 

independent  Insurance 
has  been  bolder  than  mosL 
In  conjunction  with  Bervale 
Mead,  the  broker,  it  has  set 
up  The  Insurance  Club  on 
the  “net"  to  offer  specially 
designed  cover  for  home 
contents,  buildings  and 
computers.  Independent  is 
confident  that  its  encryption 
devices  protect  itself  and  its 
customers'  credit  and  de¬ 
tails.  Mr  Hollobone  said  the 
SIB  does  not  want  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  enthusiasm 
for  opportunities  created  by 
the  Internet.  But  he  added: 
“We  are  very  concerned  that 
investors  don't  treat  it  as  a 
wonderful  new  technologi¬ 
cal  development  without 
any  problems." 
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How  Talbot  polished  Maxwell’s  Mirror 


Administrator 


MGN  be  bought 
on  the  cheap 


The  £370  million  plac¬ 
ing  of  54  per  cent  of 
Mirror  Group  News¬ 
papers'  shares  in  the 
autumn  of  1993  represented 
the  glittering  prize  for  John 
Talbot,  the  senior  administra¬ 
tor.  Not  only  had  he  done 
battle  with  the  “Maxf actor”, 
but  he  had  emerged  victorious 
from  “Mirrorgate". 

Talbot  always  perceived  the 
controlling  stake  in  Mirror 
Group  as  the  potential  jewel  in 
Robert  Maxwell’s  broken 
crown.  In  the  dark  days  of 
December  1991.  MGN’s  share 
price  had  been  suspended,  for 
the  second  time,  “pending 
clarification  of  the  company's 
financial  position”.  The  initial 
suspension,  following  Robert 
Maxwell’s  disappearance  at 
sea,  had  seen  the  quote  frozen 
at  77bp.  The  second  halt  to 
dealings  came  at  I25p:  the 
price  at  which  Maxwell  had 
floated  49  per  cent  of  MGN*s 
shares  the  preceding  May. 

The  MGN  share  stake,  con¬ 
trolled  by  Robert  Maxwell 
Holdings,  was  initially 
thought  to  amount  to  51  per 
cent.  This  was  the  belief 
shared  by  the  outside  world 
and  the  administrators  until 
the  “untouchables"  discovered 
that  Maxwell's  clandestine 
share  purchases  had  raised 
the  interest  to  543  per  cent. 
When  the  insolvency  practitio¬ 
ners  originally  applied  for  an 
administration  order  over 
RMH,  the  court  was  told  that 
the  administrators'  ability  to 
hold  the  MGN  share  block 
together  and  prevent  individ¬ 
ual  banks  from  selling  shares 
that  they  held  a  charge  over, 
could  prove  highly  beneficial 
to  creditors. 

If  sales  of  stock  reduced  the 
holding  below  50.01  per  cent, 
any  premium  for  control 
would  be  lost  Talbot  recalls:  "I 
controlled  the  shares,  but 
could  not  sell  them  without  the 
consent  of  the  chargeholders 
or.  in  extreme  circumstances, 
the  court  Equally,  the  banks 
could  not  take  possession  of 
the  shares  and  sell  them 
without  my  consent  or  the 
consent  of  the  court" 

Talbot's  suggestion  to  the 
four  banks  —  NatWesr,  Mid¬ 
land.  Lloyds  and  Goldman 
Sachs  —  was  that  he  should 
continue  to  control  the  shares 
and  work  closely  with  MGN 
ro  stabilise  the  company,  while 
liaising  with  them.  Talbot  let  it 
be  known  that  he  did  not 
object  to  the  banks  taking 
control  of  the  shares  if  they 
acted  as  a  unit,  but  he  would 
strenuously  oppose  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  break  ranks  by  way  of 
premature  share  sales.  Talbot 
points  out:  “Fortunately,  none 


of  this  became  necessary 
because  the  banks  proved 
extremely  supportive.  I  contin¬ 
ued  to  control  the  shares  and 
fragmentation  never  became 
an  issue." 

During  the  early  days,  Tal¬ 
bot  experienced  serious  mis¬ 
givings  about  MGN*  ability 
to  survive.  Maxwell  Commu¬ 
nication  Corporation  looked 
destined  to  follow  the  private 
empire  into  administration  (as 
it  did)  and  it  appeared  that 
MGN  could  easily  go  the  same 
way.  Talks  with  Ernest 
Burlington.  MGN’s  recently 
appointed  chairman,  and  his 
codirectors,  had  left  Talbot 
with  the  impression  that  the 
board  was  still  suffering  from 
shock.  Maxwell's  death  and 
the  discovery  that  approxi¬ 
mately  half  of  MGN’s  pension 
fund  assets  of  £520  million 
were  missing  had  taken  their 
toll.  Directors  consulted  law¬ 
yers  at  every  turn.  As  Talbot 
puts  it:  “'Hie  focus  was  inward 
looking." 

Hie  financial  position  of 
MGN  was  critical  and  accoun¬ 
tants  Ernst  &  Young  had  been 
commissioned  to  prepare  a  re¬ 
port  for  the  lending  banks  that 
were  owed  more  than  £300 
million.  Talbot  urged  the  banks 
to  support  the  publishing  house, 
but  insists  that  the  lead  roles  in 
this  drama  were  played  by  John 
Metboum.  of  NalWest.  and 
Louis  Franks,  of  Midland. 
“They  persuaded  the  other  lend¬ 
ers  to  agree  to  a  standstill  and 
ongoing  support” 

Talbot  informed  Burlington 
that  although  he  did  not 
intend  to  become  a  director  he 
did  intend  to  become  closely 
involved  in  MGN’s  affairs  and 
that  he  or  his  colleague.  Bruce 
Gordon,  would  like  to  sit  in  on 
board  meetings.  At  the  first 
“sit-in”,  Talbot  noted  that  the 
directors  were  surrounded  by 
a  cabal  of  City  advisers  and 
lawyers.  The  essence  of  Tal¬ 
bot’s  message,  whispered  into 
BurringtonS  ear.  was  “spend 
more  time  on  strategy,  less  on 
analysing  the  past".  Talbot 
was  determined  to  combat  the 
“inward  focus". 

To  what  extent  had  MGN 
been  damaged?  Would  more 
black  holes  open  up?  With 
such  questions  in  the  air. 
MGN  was  not  saleable  at  this 
stage,  other  than  at  a  knock¬ 
down  price.  Talbot  was  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  let  a  third  party 
snap  up  MGN  on  the  cheap 
and  duly  discovered  that  the 
shareholder  banks  felt  much 
the  same  way.  Talbot  reflects: 
The  media  felt  somewhat 
differently.  Their  focus  was  on 
the  various  parties  expressing 
interest" 

Pearson,  publisher  of  the 


John  Talbot  left,  was  impressed  by  David  Montgomery,  but  bankers  had  to  be  convinced  the  political  leaning  of  the  Mirror  would  not  be  affected 


Financial  Times,  was  the  first 
to  throw  its  hat  in  the  ring. 
Frank  Barlow.  Pearson's  chief 
executive,  declared  that  the 
company  was  looking  at  the 
opportunity  of  purchasing 
MGN.  Burlington  promptly 
opined  that  Pearson  could 
“deliver  the  guarantees  of  non¬ 
interference  in  editorial  which 
would  enable  MGN  to  contin¬ 
ue  in  its  present  mould”  No 
sooner  had  ftarson  pro¬ 
nounced  than  Richard  Stott, 
then  Editor  of  the  Daily  Mir¬ 
ror.  revealed  his  plans  for  a 
management  buyout  of  MGN, 
supported  by  Electra.  the  ven¬ 
ture  capital  specialists.  Come 
the  new  year  of  1992  and 
Pearson  publidy  pulled  out. 
As  Talbot  drily  remarks: 
“They  announced  their  deci¬ 
sion  to  withdraw  before  ask¬ 
ing  us  if  the  shares  were  for 
sale."  Lonrho.  which  then 
owned  The  Observer,  also  cast 
a  fleeting  glance. 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  former 
chairman  of  British  Rail, 
agreed  to  head  up  Stott's 
MBO.  Talbor  held  talks  with 
S ton's  team  and  emphasised 
that  he  did  not  favour  a  rapid 
sale.  In  order  to  dampen 


speculation.  Talbot  publidy 
stated  that  the  controlling 
block  of  shares  would  not  be 
sold  in  the  short  term.  No 
sooner  had  Talbot  spoken 
than  Tony  ©"Reilly,  chairman 
of  the  Dublin-based  Indepen¬ 
dent  Newspapers,  let  it  be 
known  that  he  was  consider¬ 
ing  a  bid  for  MGN.  By  the 
summer  of  1992.  Burlington 
had  resigned  and  Sir  Robert 
Clark.  MGN’s  fourth  chair- 


50p  —  massively  below  1991*5 
125p  offer  for  sale  price  —  this 
placed  a  value  of  around  £100 
million  on  the  jewel  that 
Talbot  was  patiently  polish¬ 
ing.  Speculation  persisted  that 
a  stake  was  being  accumulat¬ 
ed  and  O’Reilly  duly  emerged 
as  a  2  per  cent  shareholder. 

Both  Talbot  and  advisers 
NM  Rothschild  had  long  tak¬ 
en  the  view  that  MGN"s 
management  needed  to  be 


Melvyn  Marckus  charts  John 
Talbot’s  epic  sale  of  Robert  Maxwell’s 
54  per  cent  stake  in  MGN 


man  in  right  months,  faced  an 
inevitably  stormy  AGM. 
Overall  losses,  as  a  by-product 
of  pension  fond  manipulation, 
amounted  to  the  thick  end  of 
£500  million.  During  the 
storm,  some  shareholders  pro¬ 
claimed  that  “buckets  of  white¬ 
wash”  had  been  poured  over 
MON’S  directors. 

As  the  storm  subsided. 
MGN’s  shares  were  thawed 
after  a  seven-month  freeze.  At 


strengthened  and' had  initiat¬ 
ed  a  dialogue  along  these  lines 
with  Sir  Robert.  Earlier  in  the 
year,  several  third  parties  had 
approached  Talbot  with  pro¬ 
posals  to  inject  new  manage¬ 
ment.  invariably  in  return  for 
a  significant  share  stake  at  a 
relatively  insignificant  price. 
Talbot  and  the  banks,  it  was 
suggested,  would  then  be  at 
liberty  to  dispose  of  their 
holdings  at  the  higher  values 


that  would  result  from  the  go- 
go  achievements  of  .the  new 
management  In  Talbors 
words:  "I  did  not  find  these 
proposals  attractive  because  I 
could  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  implement  a  simi¬ 
lar  strategy  and  obtain  all  the 
upside  for  the  benefit  of  the 
tanks  and  the  creditors.” 

Such  proposals,  one  of 
which  had  come  from  Ham- 
bros.  had  been  rejected.  The 
Hambras  proposal,  put  for¬ 
ward  by  Anthony  Beaver,  had 
involved  a  management  team 
led  by  David  Montgomery, 
former  Editor  of  Today.  Bea¬ 
ver  had  subsequently  in¬ 
formed  Talbot  that,  regardless 
of  the  original  proposal,  Mont¬ 
gomery’s  team  was  still  inter¬ 
ested  in  becoming  involved. 

Talbot  eventually  met 
Montgomery  and  was  im¬ 
pressed  tiy  his  strategies.  He 
was  also  impressed  by  Mont¬ 
gomery^  colleagues.  John 
Allwood,  who  would  fill  the 
vacant  slot  of  finance  director, 
and  Murdoch  MacLennan, 
the  prospective  production  di¬ 
rector.  In  line  with  Talbors 
straddling  act,  a  meeting  be¬ 
tween  Montgomery’s  camp 


and  the  quartet  of  secured 
bankers  was  arranged  at  Ar¬ 
thur  Andersen’s  offices.  Talbot 
recalls:  “One  of  many  issues 
that  the  bankers  focused  on 
was  the  political  direction  of 
Ox  Daily  Mirror.  The  bankers 
requested  assurances  that  this 
would  not  change.  These  as¬ 
surances  were  given  arid  both 
the  bankers  and  myself  were 
reassured  by  the  presence  of 
Lord  Hollick  on  the  incoming 
team.  The  political  direction  of 
the  newspaper  was  important 
to  myself  and  the  bankers 
because  we  believed  this  was  a 
major  commercial  benefit  to 
the  company.  One  of  the 
bankers  stared  categorically 
that  his  bank  would  not  be 
associated  with  any  action  that 
could  lead  to  a  change  in  die 
political  balance  of  the  British 
press." 

A  series  of  meetings  was 
arranged  with  a  view  to  ob¬ 
taining  support  for  Montgom¬ 
ery  &  Co  from  key  MGN 
directors,  but  no  sooner  was 
this  process  initiated,  than  die 
news  leaked.  Tbsmors  shook 
the  Labour  Party,  fearful  that 
the  political  complexion  of  die 
Daily  Mirror  was  in  danger  of 


being  mud-packed.  This,  m 
turn,  heightened  the  risk  of 
internal  strife  at  MGN.  The 
board  meeting,  to  consider  the 
management  changes,  was 
brought  forward  to  October 
13.  It  was  no  secret  that Talbot. 
MGN’s  controlling  sharehold¬ 
er.  favoured  Montgomery's 
appointment  but  support  for 
the  dour  Ulsterman  was  by  no 
means  unanimous  and  the 
atmosphere  during  die  run-up 
to  the  board  meeting  was 
tense.  Talbot  held  the  ace  of 
trumps.  He  could,  with  more 
than  50  per  cent  of  the  voies. 
threaten  to  call  an  EGM  and 
attempt  to  railroad  through 
Montgomery's  appointment. 
Talbot  knew  this,  as  did 
MGN’S  directors.  In  die  event. 
Talbot  never  played  die  card,  a 
move  that  would  have  fanned 
internal  politics.  Talbot  much 
preferred  to  leave  the  onus 
with  the  directors. 

Enter  Montgomery,  closely 
foUowed  by  Allwood.  MacLen¬ 
nan  and  Lord  Hollick,  a 
development  that  finally  put 
an  end  to  speculation  over  the 
possibility  of  O’Reilly  mount¬ 
ing  a  takeover  assault  David 
Banks  succeeded  Stott  as  Edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Daily  Mirror.  In 
Talbors  words:  “Montgomery 
and  the  bankers  were  accused 
by  the  media  of  attempting  to 
move  the  Daily  Mirror  to  the 
right  This  was  incredibly 
ironic  in  view  of  the  banks’ 
perspective  and  the  undertak¬ 
ing  given  by  Montgomery.” 

Talbot  continued  to  “sit  in" 
with  die  new  management  as 
MGN’s  recovery  strategy  was 
put  in  place:  a  strategy  punctu¬ 
ated  by  press  reports  that  Lord 
Hollick  wanted  to  acquire 
control  of  MGN.  Lord  Hollick 
finally  declared  that  he  could 
not  fully  support  MGN’s  man¬ 
agement  Talbot  reiterated  his 
support  for  the  management 
and,  in  March  1993.  Lord 
Hollick  ■  bowed  out  of  the 
boardroom. 

MGN’s  results  for  1992  ush¬ 
ered  in  restructuring  provi¬ 
sions  of  £116.5  million,  which 
saw  1991-s  pre-tax  profit  of 
£473  million  replaced  with  a 
loss  of  £84  million.  But  with 
operating  profits  up  16  -per 
cent  to  £973  million,  the  share 
price  continued  to  rise:  to  U5p. 

Early  in  September.  Talbot 
revealed  that  MGN  and  Max¬ 
well’S  “private  side"  com¬ 
panies  had  finally  agreed 
“substantially”  all  mutual 
claims.  News  of  an  upsurge  in 
1993*  mid-year  pre-tax  profits 
from  £153  million  to  dose  on 
£70  million  provided  the  plat¬ 
form  from  which  Talbot  was 
able  to  declare  that  he  was 
planning  a  sale  of  “up  to  all" 
his  near  55  per  •  cent 
shareholding. 

Support  for  the  issue  proved 
strong  enough  to  allow  Roth¬ 
schild  and  Cazenove  to  dose 
their  “book  building”  exercise 
early.  The  target  striking  price 
of  I70p  was  achieved,  which 
valued  the  jewel  at  £373  mil¬ 
lion.  Talbot’s  timing  —  with 
media  stocks  in  vogue  — 
proved  impeccable.  MGN's 
current  quote:  190p. _ 

Melvyn  Marckus.  City  Editor, 
will  analyse  Arthur  Ander¬ 
sen’s  £700  million  of  realisa¬ 
tions  in  his  Saturday  column 


ACCOUNTANCY ~ -V  fit?? r 


THE  headlines  that  greeted  die 
£200  million  transfer  pricing 
adjustment  suffered  by  Glaxo 
Wellcome  at  the  hands  of  the 
Inland  Revenue  reflea  the 
growth  of  interest  in  this  area. 

In  a  survey  of  more  than  200 
multinational  companies  carr¬ 
ied  out  by  Ernst  &  Young  last 
year.  82  per  cent  said  transfer 
pricing  was  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  international  tax  issue 
they  face  —  no  other  tax  area 
was  identified  as  a  major 
concern  by  even  half  of 
respondents. 

A  clash  between  multina¬ 
tionals  and  governments  on 
this  issue  was  almost  inevita¬ 
ble.  Governments  are  keen  to 
improve  their  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments  by  attracting  lucrative 
commeroal  activities  to  their 
territory:  corporations  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  returns  to  share¬ 
holders,  Businesses  are  inc¬ 
reasingly  organised  along  op¬ 
erational  not  national  lines, 
making  it  difficult  to  aUocare 
activity  —  and  hence  taxable 
profit  —  to  particular  areas. 

There  has.  for  years,  been  a 
suspicion  among  tax  authori¬ 
ties  that  multinational  com¬ 
panies  set  transfer  prices  —  at 
which  companies  within  a 
group  pay  each  other  for  gwds 
and  services  when  these  cross 
fiscal  borders  —  in  order  to 
minimise  taxable  profits  and 
thus  avoid  tax. 

Hie  Organisation  for  Eco¬ 
nomic  Co-operation  and 
Development  was  trying  to 
win  consensus  among  mem¬ 
ber  states  for  a  common  ap¬ 
proach  to  transfer  pricing  in 
1979.  But  the  US  Internal 
Review  Service  blew  apart 
these  efforts  by  introducing 
statutory  transfer  pricing  rules 
in  1986.  These  rules  give  the 
IRS  wide  powers  to  investigate 


The  price 
is  right 
—  or  else 


Lindsay  Dodsworth  says  transfer  pricing  is  a  key  tax  issue 


potential  transfer  pricing 
abuses  and  impose  penalties, 
while  companies  have  to  meet 
documentation  and  disclosure 
requirements. 

Other  countries  took  the  US 
lead,  although  most,  includ¬ 
ing  the  UK.  continue  to  rely  on 
domestic  legislation  requiring 
transactions  between  connect¬ 
ed  companies  to  take  place  at 
an  "arm's-length"  price  -  ie. 
as  if  they  were  independent 
companies.  The  OECD  has 
tried  to  bring  about  order. 

The  UK  authorities  have  nor 


been  inactive,  as  Glam  found. 
Its  case  concerned  the  Reve¬ 
nue's  right  to  go  back  beyond 
six  years  to  adjust  "open" 
assessments  (where  no  agree¬ 
ment  has  been  reached  on  a 
lax  bill)  where  transfer  pricing 
was  not  directly  under  dis¬ 
pute.  rather  than  the  technical 
basis  of  the  adjustment  itself. 

An  amendment  to  the  1996 
Finance  Bill  confirmed  the 
Revenue's  power  to  make  such 
adjustments.  And  while 
Kenneth  Clarke's  Budget 
pledge  to  bring  transfer  pric¬ 


ing  within  the  self-assessment 
regime  did  not  appear,  it  can 
only  bea  matter  of  time,  which 
creates  the  spectre  of  a  US- 
styie  penalties  regime,  if  the 
taxpayer  and  authorities  can¬ 
not  agree  on  the  "right"  price. 

If  there  is  such  a  tning  as  the 
“right"  transfer  price,  it  is 
normally  deemed  to  be  a  so- 
called  "comparable  uncon¬ 
trolled  price",  which  follows 
the  “arm’s-length"  principle. 
Such  an  uncontrolled  price  is 
hard  to  find.  and.  even  if 
available,  unlikely  to  be  in  the 
public  domain. 

Internal  transfer  pricing 
may  well  not  even  matter  to 
some  multinationals.  Once- 
unthinkable  whispers  are 
gathering  momentum  — 
would  it  not  be  simpler  to  split 
profits  between  countries  that 
have  added  value  to  a  transac¬ 
tion  using  a  formula  agreed  in 
advance  with  the  tax  authori¬ 
ties  —  the  ultimate  advance 
pricing  agreement? 

Purists  and  theoreticians 
will  throw  up  their  hands  in 
horror  at  such  a  suggestion, 
but  as  businesses  move  from 
territorial  towards  purely  op¬ 
erational  lines,  what  value  do 
the  traditonal  transaction- 
based  methods  of  determining 
profits  have?  Under  the  above 
scenario,  a  company  can  get 
on  with  making  profits  and 
adding  value  for  shareholders 
without  concern  for  the  tax 
cost  It  would  also  relieve  tax 
authorities  of  the  need  to 
invest  resources  to  police 
transfer  pricing,  at  a  saving  to 
the  local  exchequer.  Surely, 
this  is  to  the  benefit  of  both 
governments  and  taxpayers? 

Lindsay  Dodsworth 

Corporate  Tax  Partner 
at  Ernst  &  Young 


Is  the  tail  wagging  the  dog? 


Down  in  Moorgale  Place,  the 
leadership  of  the  English  1CA 
undoubtedly  become  very  de¬ 
pressed  with  the  attitude  of  journalists. 
All  we  seem  to  chronicle  is  defeat  after 
defeat  for  the  institute's  worthies.  The 
answer,  of  course,  would  be  for  the 
institute  to  achieve  one  or  several  of  its 
objectives.  Sadly.  I  have  again  this  week 
to  tell  of  another  defeat. 

But  there  is  a  bit  of  a  silver  lining.  The 
Enf^ish  ICA  seems  to  have  caught  up 
with  the  consequences  of  community 
action.  stakehokUng.  effective  grassroots 
activism,  call  it  what  you  will. 

The  case  in  point  was  straightforward 
and  you  can  see  why  the  institute  did  not 
seem  at  all  worried  about  it  A  small 
practitioner  in  Liverpool  called  John 
Cook  read  through  his  regular  mailings 
from  the  institute.  He  noticed  a  mooted 
change  in  the  education  syllabus:  a  move 
from  the  old  straightforward  system  of 
exam  questions  to  one  where  choices 
could  be  made  to  allow  people  to  shine  at 
their  particular  specialisms.  The  institute 
was  asking  him  for  a  response  to  its 
proposals.  He  sent  one.  He  argued  that 
this  was  moving  the  exam  content  from 
that  which  provided  a  common  bond 
through  the  qualification.  He  argued  this 
was  contrary  to  the  institute’s  charter. 

He  received  the  sort  of  reply  you  might 
expect  He  wrote  further  indignant  let¬ 
ters.  He  was  the  sort  of  person  the  insti¬ 
tute  would  assume  had  little  interest  in 
education  plans.  “My  response,"  he  will 
tdl  you.  “was  listened  to  only  in'a  public 
relations  sense’."  It  annoyed  him.  But 
with  membership  of  almost  110,000.  the 
institute  knows  it  is  not  going  to  please 
everyone.  But  Cook  did  not  give  up. 

Last  week,  having  produced  the  requi¬ 
site  250  signatures  to  call  a  meeting,  the 
issue  was  put  to  the  vote.  And  the  institute 
was  defeated.  No  wonder  that  the  insti¬ 


tute’s  chief  executive.  Andrew  Colquo- 
houn,  looking  thunderous,  sat  in  silence. 
With  a  special  mailing  to  all  members, 
counsel’s  opinion  and  two  expensive 
chaps  from  Unklaters  &  Paines  at  the 
meeting  you  are  looking  at  a  large 
amount  being  spent  on  having  a  custard 
pie  placed  firmly  in  your  face  The  im¬ 
portant  issue  is  not  that  of  education  and 
the  structure  of  the  exams.  It  is  that  mem¬ 
bers  are  fighting  back  effectively.  Ac- 


Robert 

Bruce 


co  (infancy  bodies  have  always  had  a 
rump  of  grouchy  members  who  would 
never  agree  on  anything.  The  difference 
now  is  that  people  are  more  articulate 
and  effective  in  their  disapproval  The 
certified  accountants  found  this  last  year 
when  they  were  trounced  by  rebels  led  by 
Prem  Sikka.  The  issues  then,,  and  last 
week  at  the  institute,  were  not  technical. 
They  are  issues  of  deep  dissatisfaction 
with  the  remoteness  of  power. 

Cook’s  real  gripe  is  not  the  educational 


one  at  alL  It  is  that  in  1993  the  institute 
changed  its  rules  to  allow  the  executive 
more  derision-making  powers.  The  argu¬ 
ments  then  were  simple,  life  was 
increasingly  complex.  Detailed  issues 
should  be  dealt  with  by  committees 
guided  by  a  small  core.  Council  could 
debate  and  vote  on  the  principles  and 
final  decisions.  The  result  in  Cook’s 
view,  is  that  “the  executive  tall  Is  wagging 
the  council  dog  far  too  much”.  He  is  an 
outsider.  He  has  no  detailed  knowledge 
of  this.  But  he  picks  up  the  signs.  “All  my 
letters  to  the  president  were  passed  down 
to  tiie  executive  to  answer  and  the 
president  is  reduced  to  a  rubber  stamp." 
In  the  past  none  of  this  would  have 
surprised  anyone  and  the  opposition 
would  have  got  nowhere.  But  Prem 
Sikka's  effort  at  fee  certified  accountants 
has  resulted  this  month  in  a  ghxssy 
consultative  document  to  ab  members.  It 
talks  of  devolving  power,  of  creating  a 
federal  structure,  and  has  a  cover 
depicting  Ear*  viewed  from  space.  It 

cannot  be  long  before  their  members  are 
setting  up  treehouses  in  the  council 
aiamber  in  the  fight  for  reform.  Equally, 
*?  meeting  at  the 

English  ICA  produced  another  perennial 
rebel,  Jen  Wooler,  virtually  vetting  up 
shop  to  canvass  signatures  to  force  a 
special  meeting  to  make  the  annual 
presidential  election  involve  ail  mem- 
oers.  Cook  may  go  for  a  special  meeting 
to  revose  the  1993  changes  tiiat  enhanced 
executive  power. 

At  fee  heart  sit  fee  ICA  leaders,  no 
longer  knowing  what  anyone  wants  or 
how  to  achieve  it  With  a  members'  vote 
due  m  June  on  a  merger  with  C1MA.  the 
-  management  accounting  body,  this  is 
wmpnng-  The  only  consolation,  as  I  said. 

'  ***»»  in  finding  the 
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not  seem  to  work  any  more. 
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Equities  close  at  best  of  day 


TRADING  PERIOD;  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/earnings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  25 1996 


■  FILM  I 

AI  Pacino  is  the 
cop  hunting  down 
Robert  De  Niro 
in  the  tense 
and  atmospheric 
thriller.  Heat 


■  FILM  2 

Pedro  AlmodovAr 
rediscovers  his 
touch,  and  finds 
a  new  maturity, 
in  The  Flower 
of  my  Secret 


THE? 


mu 


ART 


■  FILM  3 


Sabrina  proves 
a  remake  too  far 
for  Sydney  Pollack, 
and  Harrison 
Ford  is  no 
modem-day  Bogart 


■  FILM  4 


Whitney  Houston's 
latest  is  Waiting 
to  Exhale ,  a 
great  soundtrack 
with  a  minor 
movie  attached 


Heavyweight  champs  win  in  a  knockout 


CINEMA:  De  Niro  and  Pacino 


turn  up  the  Heat ,  and 


Geoff  Brown  gets  blown  away; 


plus  the  other  new  releases 


Surveying  the  after- 
math  of  one  more 
robbery  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les.  Al  Pacino's  worka- 
holic  detective  admits: 
‘ They're  good-"  Of  course 
they're  good;  their  boss  is 
Robert  De  Niro,  an  actor  who. 
in  this  film  at  least  never 
wastes  a  gesture,  and  keeps 
you  riveted  by  his  eyes  alone. 

The  film  is  HeaL  It  lasts 
nearly  three  hours.  Writer  and 
director  Michael  Mann  needs 
the  space,  not  so  much  to 
bombard  us  with  action,  but  to 
draw  us  into  the  diameters  as 
they  play  games  of  cat  and 
mouse,  trust  and  betrayal,  in  a 
lonely  city  of  night  and  neon. 

A  lesser  director  would  Ding 
his  two  stars  together,  like 
fighting  cocks,  as  soon  as  the 
credits  roll.  Mann,  bouncing 
back  after  the  absurd  melange 
of  The  Last  of  the  Mohicans, 
keeps  them  separate,  explor¬ 
ing  their  private  circum¬ 
stances.  Pacino’s  life  is  chaotic. 
De  Niro's  a  void.  Pacino'S 
third  marriage  fragments  as 
his  wife  is  squeezed  out  by  his 
work  and  the  tension  needed 
to  keep  him  “sharp,  on  the 
edge”.  De  Niro  prides  himself 
on  having  no  ties,  until  he 
meets  a  budding  graphic  de¬ 
signer  (Amy  Brennemann) 
who  finds  strength  in  his 
silence. 

At  times  the  alternation 
between  personal  lives  be¬ 
comes  over-schematic.  Occa¬ 
sionally  the  dialogue  grates. 
Pacino's  wife  (Diane  Venora) 
does  not  talk,  she  gives  speech¬ 
es:  she  even  utters  the  word 
■'detritus".  But  blemishes  are 
forgotten  as  Mann  burrows 
deep  into  the  human  conse¬ 
quences  of  crime  on  both  sides 
of  the  law.  and  Dante 
Spinorti's  camera  prowls 
round  the  landscape  of  restau¬ 
rants.  deserted  drive-ins. 
banks  and  hotels. 

When  the  stars  finally  share 
a  scene,  their  first  ever  in  a 
movie,  the  tone  is  low-key. 
almost  comic.  They  chat  in  a 
coffee-shop.  They  talk  about 
dreams.  “So  you  never  wanted 
a  regular-type  life?"  Pacino 
asks.  Like  hunter  and  prey  in 
westerns  and  war  dramas, 
both  sides  show  respect.  Both 
sides  also  know  what  fate  and 
duty  have  in  store. 

Stripped  to  its  bones.  Heat 
may  sound  trite.  But  Mann 
puts  so  much  flesh  on  his 
characters  that  you  never  feel 
hungry.  Aside  from  Pacino 
and  De  Niro,  the  side  dishes 
are  equally  tasty.  As  De  Niro's 
henchmen  and  "associates,  Val 
Kilmer.  Jon  Voight  and  Tom 
Sizemore  all  make  their  mark. 


Heat  , 

Warner  West  End 
IS,  170  mins 
Excellent  crime  drama 
with  De  Niro  and  Pacino 

The  Flower 
of  my  Secret 

Curzon  Mayfair 
15, 110  mins 
Pedro  Almoddvar 
grows  up 

Sabrina 

Empire,  PG,  127  mins 
Antique  Cinderella  story 

Waiting  to  Exhale 

Warner  West  End 
15. 123  mins 
Unsubtle  drama  of 
female  camaraderie 

The  Innocent 
Sleep 

MGM  Haymarket 
15. 99  mins 

Creaky  British  thriller  ■ 

Madagascar  Skin 

1CA  Cinema.  93  mins 
Very  artistic, 
wry  infuriating 

The  Most 
Desired  Man 

MGM  Swiss  Centre 
18. 98  mins 

German  comedy  about 
sexual  identity 


Nor  for  Heat  the  Identikit 
crooks  of  most  Hollywood 
movies. 

And  when  action  is  called 
for,  Mann  certainly  delivers 
the  goods.  Even  the  most 
jaded  eyes  should  blink  as  De 
Niro’s  team  robs  a  bank,  only 
to  lose  lives  and  booty  in  a 
nerve-racking  shootout  on  the 
street.  Just  when  it  looked  as 
though  the  crime  genre  might 
atrophy  into  cold  pastiche. 
Heat  applies  the  heat 

After  the  gruelling  misogy¬ 
ny  and  slapdash  plotting  of 
Kika,  you  may  be  forgiven  for 
flinching  from  another  film  by 
Pedro  Almod6var.  But  The 
Flower  of  my  Secret  proves 
that  you  should  never  cast  a 
director  into  darkness  forever. 
Not  that  the  Spanish  icono¬ 
clast  has  abandoned  his  zany 
tricks  or  his  fashion  sense. 
Though  the  tones  may  be 
muted,  every  dress,  bead  and 
wall  still  contribute  to  a 
unique  colour  symphony.  The 
disorientated  heroine,  on  the 
surface  another  of  Almod- 
dvar’s  women  on  the  verge  of  a 
nervous  breakdown,  favours 


Marisa  Paredes  as  the  woman  on  the  edge  of  a  nervous 
breakdown  in  Alraoddvar’s  The  Flower  of  my  Secret 


A  MINOR  MASTERPIECE... 

SO  SIMPLE  IT  VERGES  OH  THE  SUBLIME’ 

The  jF 
White 
Balloon 

a  film  by  JAFAR  PANAHI 
••  WINNER 
c*me«<.  o  ca 
.  _  CaKKTSITj.  mrr.Vt  1.J1 

WINNER  WINNER 

GOIP  PRIZE  FI.r.ESO  PRIZE 

;iu*  rCxtrv'Ai  rttrvxi  « 


“Just  when  it  seemed  the  crime  genre  might  atrophy  into  cold  pastiche.  Heat  applies  the  heat":  Robert  De  Niro  and  Val  Kilmer  in  Michael  Mann's  cops  and  robbers  caper 


strong  primary  colours:  blues 
and  reds.  The  walls  might  be 
peach,  or  some  pastel  shade. 
Room  is  found,  too.  for  bizarre 
diversions:  a  screaming  con¬ 
test  on  TV;  a  training  session 
to  help  doctors  secure  organs 
for  transplant. 

But  at  the  film’s  heart — and 
it  has  one  —  is  the  condition  of 
Leo  (subtly  portrayed  by 
Marisa  Paredes),  an  authoress 
of  escapist  trash.  Her  first 
problem  is  physical:  she  can¬ 
not  pull  off  her  boots.  Then  her 
fiction  turns  dark  and  twisted: 
her  marriage  to  an  absent 
husband,  serving  with  Nato, 
reaches  a  crisis,  and  the  sup¬ 
port  systems  of  family  and 
friends  are  failing.  Almoddvar 
gently  explores  her  isolation, 
savouring  the  paradoxes  of 
life,  allowing  comedy  when 
required:  a  welcoming,  tender 
sentiment,  too.  especially 
when  the  heroine  returns  to 
her  village  roots  for  suste¬ 
nance  from  Mother  Earth. 

In  place  of  the  usual  gaudy 
caricatures,  Almoddvar's 
main  characters  almost 
appear  to  be  real  people  and. 
as  Leo  and  her  new-found 
male  friend,  a  roly-poly  pub¬ 
lisher.  blend  minds,  hearts 
and.  in  some  senses,  genders, 
our  own  hearts  are  warmed. 
Almoddvar  still  has  his  fun  in 
The  Flower  of  My  Secret,  but 
he  is  no  longer  just  a  child 
thumbing  his  nose  at  the 
world. 


The  writers  were  tread¬ 
ing  on  thin  ice  in 
Sabrina  when  they 
let  Harrison  Ford's 
businessman  tell  Julia 
Ormond,  the  chauffeur’s 
daughter:  “It's  the  Nineties. 
Sabrina."  It  so  patently  is  not 
and  the  Cinderella  romance 
that  furnished  Billy  Wilder 
with  his  film  of  the  same  name 
refuses  to  suit  the  rimes.  Even 
40  years  ago  the  material  was 
none  too  sparkling,  though 
Audrey  Hepburn.  Humphrey 
Bogart  and  William  Holden 
made  it  appear  so.  The  present 
cast  are  in  no  position  to 
manufacture  fizz. 

Ford  is  dull,  ice-cold.  Some 
of  the  chill  may  suit  the 
character  —  a  bachelor  in  a 
midlife  crisis  —  but  surely  he 
should  demonstrate  a  twinge 
of  feeling  as  Sabrina  enters  his 
heart.  Ormond  has  no  allure 
either.  Whatever  spark  she 
showed  in  First  Knight  has 
been  snuffed  out  by  the  glam¬ 
our  machine.  The  director  is 
Sydney  Pollack  (see  interview 
right):  watching  this  lumber¬ 
ing  dinosaur  you  wonder  how 
he"  ever  made  Tootsie,  one  of 
the  best  modern  comedies. 

If  no  audience  exists  for 
Sabrina,  Waiting  to  Exhale 
has  one  almost  panting  at  the 
door.  They  are  young,  female 
and  identify  easily  with  the 
film's  black  women,  whose 
lives  are  devoted  to  talking 
about  sex.  having  it.  and 
visiting  the  beauty  parlour. 
The  film,  based  on  Tem 
McMillan’s  novel,  no  doubt 
began  with  higher  ambitions 


than  magazine  fiction  to  be 
read  under  a  hairdrier:  but  its 
development  is  so  bald  and  the 
colours  so  glossy  that  maga¬ 
zine  fiction  is  the  result  The 
actor  Forest  Whitaker  direct¬ 
ed,  although  the  names  that 
matter  are  Angela  Bassett, 
who  gives  the  only  meaty 
performance,  and  singer 
Whitney  Houston,  whose 
presence  almost  turns  the  film 
into  a  soundtrack  CD  with 
pictures. 

The  Innocent  Sleep,  a  Brit¬ 
ish  film,  self-financed  by  27- 
year-old  director  Scott  Michell 
and  his  team,  makes  you 
wonder  how  fresh  young 
heads  can  harbour  such  stale 
ideas.  Little  is  original  in  this 
story  about  the  hunt  for  an 
innocent  witness  to  murder. 
Michael  Gambon,  the  leering 
heavy,  took  his  performance 
down  from  the  shelf,  dust 
included.  Annabella  Sciorra  s 
chain-smoking,  ballsy  report¬ 
er  is  another  unhappy  cliche. 
Any  novelty  arises  from  Ru¬ 
pert  Graves,  usually  found 
draped  round  a  sofa  in  some 
Merchant-Ivory  film.  Now  he 
lives  in  Cardboard  City,  and 
stumbles  round  barely  distin¬ 
guishable  from  the  London 
fog  and  rubble. 

Still,  you  cannot  help  admir¬ 
ing  the  movie  for  not  giving  in 
to  script  fatigue.  Michell. 
whose  last  film  experience  was 
driving  Elizabeth  Hurley  to 
work  for  Beyond  Bedlam, 
shows  undoubted  talent,  and 
generates  a  few  sparks  from 
hackneyed  situations.  But  next 
time,  chaps,  don’t  waste  your 
time  revising  a  corpse. 

John  Hannah,  wasted  in 
The  Innocent  Sleep  as  a 
bantering  colleague  of  Sdorra, 
also  appears  in  Chris  Newby’s 
infuriating  Madagascar 
Skin.  Newby  is  a  master 
designer  of  curious  and  lyrical 
images:  Anchoress  and  his 
shorts  prove  thaL  But  dramat¬ 
ic  momentum  is  not  his  line, 
least  of  all  in  this  whimsical 
titbit  commissioned  by  the 
British  Film  Institute.  Two 
characters  meet  on  a  deserted 
beach.  Hannah,  haunted  and 
tentative,  has  a  facial  birth¬ 
mark  shaped  like  Madagas¬ 
car.  Bernard  Hill,  a  breezy 
rascal,  is  buried  up  to  his  neck 
in  the  sand.  Moves  are  made 
toward  a  gay  relationship,  but 
instead  of  nurturing  his  char¬ 
acters  Newby  lets  them  fend 
for  themselves  among  the 
cryptic  imagery.  The  film,  you 
soon  realise,  could  stop  at  any 
time,  or  last  forever. 

Sonke  Wortmann's  The 
Most  Desired  Man.  a  local 
hit  in  Germany  IS  months  ago. 
barrels  along  pleasantly 
enough  with  a  story  culled 
from  two  gay  comic  books. 
Not  that  the  film  is  pitched  at 
homosexual  audiences:  the 
plight  of  Til  Schweiger's  het¬ 
erosexual  hero,  who  shelters 
from  his  girlfriend's  wrath  in 
the  apartment  of  a  gay  ac¬ 
quaintance.  is  placed  For 
broad,  general  comedy.  Holly¬ 
wood  has  shown  interest  in  a 
remake,  so  beware. 


Making  Cinderella  less  Wilder 


Even  though  he  had  a 
great  time  directing  it. 
Sabrina  is  both  the  first 
and  last  remake  Sydney  Pol¬ 
lack  intends  to  undertake.  “I 
anticipated,  of  course,  that  the 
press  would  make  compari¬ 
sons  with  the  original,  but  I 
didn’t  realise  it  would  be  so 
impossible  for  the  film  to  be 
judged  independently."  he 
says.  "Even  some  reviewers 
who  really  love  the  movie  feel 
obliged  to  qualify  their  praise 
with  ‘Dare  I  say  it.  but . . .?' 

"The  New  York  Times  said  it 
was  a  kamikaze  undertaking, 
but  that  the  film  ran  so  hard 
over  the  Billy  Wilder  version 
that  it  ran  right  through  and 
made  it  to  the  other  side. 

“Tough  as  remakes  are. 
though.  I  feel  that  Sabrina  has 
marvellous  mythical  story  ele¬ 
ments  that  bear  felling  over 
and  over.  It  is  enough  of  a 
fairytale  to  be  told  in  many 
different  ways,  and  l  wanted 
to  make  it  in  a  Nineties  way. 
just  as  the  original  movie 
belonged  to  its  own  era.  the 
last  years  of  Hollywood  inno¬ 
cence. 

“I  actually  refused,  the  first 
rwo  or  three  rimes  Paramount 
talked  about  doing  it  1  didn't 
want  to  do  a  remake  and  I  sure 
as  hell  didn’t  want  to  do  a 
remake  of  a  Wilder  film.  But 
then  Harrison  Ford,  whom  J 
admire  and  who  was  attached 
to  the  project,  asked  me  to  look 
at  the  old  movie  again. 

“Sometimes  when  you  start 
to  analyse  the  problems  in  a 
screenplay  you  get  hooked  on 
finding  the  solution;  and  that's 
what  got  me  involved  in  this 
case.  1  realised  that  Hum¬ 
phrey  Bogart  was  the  least 
explored  character  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  film  and  the  most  contem¬ 
porary.  I  fell  that  Harrison 
could  make  something  of  the 
role  if  it  was  properly  written 
for  him. 

“The  problem  was  how  to 
build  a  romantic  situation 
around  tough,  mean  people.  1 
gar  interested  in  the  idea  of  a 
film  that  would  be  indebted  to 
the  spirit  of  Fifties  romantic 
comedies,  but  have  a  Nineties 
edge  to  it. 

“I  realised  the  rougher  the 
male  character  was,  the  more 
interesting  the  relationship  be¬ 
came.  1  said  to  Hanison.'Lers 
see  if  we  can  give  this  real 
teeth,  if  we  can  make  him  a 
really  mean  guy.  who  is 
fundamentally  changed  by  the 
relationship.' 

“This  was  inherent  in  the 
original  stage  play,  which  is 
less  about  the  girl’s  Cinderella 
story  than  abour  rhe  way  she 
changes  the  lives  of  the  two 
men  I  went  to  see  the  play's 
author.  Samuel  Taylor,  who  is 
So  and  sharp  as  a  tack  —  very- 
hip.  He  had  worked  on  the 
original  film  seript  with  Wild¬ 
er  and  Emest  Lehman. 

“Taylor  kept  urging  me  not 


When  Sydney  Pollack  remade 
Sabrina .  a  lot  of  ghosts  got  in  the 
way,  he  tells  David  Robinson 


to  be  intimidated  by  the  origi¬ 
nal. 'It’s  got  a  life  of  ‘its  own.’he 
said.  "You  make  your  own 
version.'  He  came  to  New 
York  to  work  with  us.  His 
energy  was  phenomenal.  By 
the  end  of  the  day  Darid 
Rayfid  and  I  would  be  ex¬ 
hausted  and  he  was  still 
thinking  up  new  scenes.  He 
would  propose  changes  so 
wild  that  they  shocked  me.  We 
didn’t  use  many  of  his  sugges¬ 
tions.  but  he  stimulated  us 
tremendously. 

"He  came  to  the  premiere 
and  was  just  touched  as  hell. 
He  loved  it  because  it  was  a 
completely  fresh  approach.  He 
calls  quite  often  to  ask  how  the 


film  is  doing,  and  is  even 
thinking  about  turning  it  into 
a  musical  \ 

Wilder's  own  approach 
seems  also  to  haw  been  en¬ 
couraging.  if  more  guarded 
than  the  writer's.  “Of  course  I 
called  him  before  agreeing  to 
do  it."  Pollack  says.  “1 
wouldn’t  have  done  it  without 
his  blessing.  I  sent  him  the 
script  and  spent  a  long  after¬ 
noon  chatting  with  him.  We 
talked  a  lot  about  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  updating  the  story, 
what  works  today  and  what 
doesn't.  We  didn't  talk  in  page- 
by-page  terms,  but  in  a  philo- 
sopftical  way. 

“I  spent  the  whole  day  with 


him  when  we  showed  him  the 
film.  It  wasn't  easy  for  either  of 
us.  but  he  was  wonderful,  very 
encouraging,  very  easy.  He 
understood  what  I  was  try  ing 
to  do.  When  lie  saw  ihe  picture 
he  was  very  generous  about  it. 
He  said.  'This  is  hard  for  nie 
and  for  you.  You'll  see  one  day. 
when  someone  will  try  to 
remake  The  Why  Vt’«?  Were. 
You'll  not  find  it  an  easy  thing 
to  watch.’  But  he  said:  ‘It's 
good,  pretty  good.'  From  Wild¬ 
er  that  was  big  praise. 

“I  didn't  want  to  make  a 
Billy  Wilder  film,  and  I 
couldnL  He  has  a  special, 
amazing  genius  —  acid  wit. 
irony  and.  a  unique  sense  of 
drama.  I  didn't  want  to  try  to 
compete  with  Wilder  and  I 
didn’t  want  my  actors  to  have 
to  compete  with  Audrey  Hep¬ 
burn  and  Bogart.  I  wanted  to 
make  a  different  movie:  and  I 
ihink  we’ve  done  that." 


Sydney  Pollack,  director  of  Sabrina:  “I  got  interested  in  the  idea  of  a  Rim  that  would 
be  indebted  to  the  spirit  of  Fifties  romantic  comedies,  but  have  a  Nineties  edge  to  ir 
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■  CHOICE  1 

Oliver  Knussen 
leads  the  London 
Sinfonietta  in  a 
night  of  premieres 

VENUE:  Tonight  at  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  HaJI 


■  CHOICE  2 

. . .  and  Kurt 
Weill's  Love  Life 
receives  its 
European  premiere 

VENUE:  Tonight  at  the 
Grand  Theatre,  Leeds 
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■  CHOICE  3 


Graham  Greene’s 
Travels  with 
my  Aunt  is 
staged  in  Glasgow 

VENUE:  Opens  tonight 
at  the  Citizens 


■  CHOICE  4 


First  night  for  *■ 
Naomi  Wallace’s 
violent  new  play. 
Slaughter  City 

VENUE:  From  tonight 
at  the  Barbican  Pit 


LONDON 

THE  MAVERICKS  A mzica's  rmtrJ 
M wrtiy  hand  fecks  oft  a  UK  'our  lortflft. 
ttamng  oft  (hew  innwabons  tiom  fro 
Miad;  of  Roy  Oibraon.  Tony  BorncR- 
ayk»  aoonKtg  and  rwx?  weortdahic 
ra*:-  rrniiob  -ixt,  as  0 net  Owens  ft's  J 
loimuia  has  pul  *•?  t>ard  m  iW 
Iwotiom  of  a  &l  modem  hoo. 
rr>3wtng  country  mustc  bar*  io  "s 
n^ntfui  place  nt  me  hurt  at  mareoaain 
ot'putaf  rnirat  fw-ha. 

ShophwtJa  Bush  Empire.  W12i0l  81- 
740  7474/.  JVughl  and  F»>.  men 
Norwich,  Ltorrercriy  of  East  Angle  6 
(01603  505401).  Jan  28  Manchester 
rjnrveisilv  IS  10161-275  29301.  Jan  ». 
Glasgow  Royal  Concert  Hail©  (0141  - 
227S51I)  Jjtj  Xi 

EXPLORATIONS  96  Oliver  rttuown 
■f.O  me  Lonoarr  Snlarx  ha  cf umpon 
t.orr4  :J  rne  ir.'alies;  new  vo«cos  iron; 
c'j *a  and  itre  OS  loragfir  concert, 
erected  ro  pi'jmKies 
Queen  EBzafcxrth  Hall.  South  Sant' . 

SEl  |&)7)  W04242j  7  -15pm  © 

□  SLAUGHTER  CITY  'Opening  mghf 
:v  a  rv/rpia,  —  flofenr.  surreal  and  set 
m  a  jJdijgfflw-hcMse  —  by  ftjomr 
lYoflaca,  me  eicefeni  American  poet 
jri-i  Kiwnjftr  wtww  CVie  F>ej  Spa re 
clayed attne Suit) Iasi  autumn  Ron 
Darnel*  cirw: 

PH.  aardraan.  Silk  Street  ECS  10171- 
&:8Sa?H  Tonighi.  7prr.  Then  Fn-Tue, 

7  15pm.  mar  Sal.  2pm  © 


■  COMPANY  Aoian  La-iier.  Sheila 
■ist.  Sopfwe  Tbyrpvri  m  on  e>cefern 
uagng  of  Sondheim  s  turrersweei 
musical  on  mamoge.  pre  and  contra 
Demur  Warehouse  Earlham  Street. 
WZ2  10171-369  1T32i  Mon-Sat 
7  'iOo.fr.  to fs  iVsd  and  Sat  3prrr  © 

D  THE  FELDS  OF  AMBROSIA 
American  musiea)  *rtfr  tool'  and  fyncs 
by  Joel  Higgins.  -MW  also  sian  as  a 
■Hate  executioner  who  falls,  n  I'te.-e  with 
the  woman  actio  tie hn next  "caenf 
Music  by  Martin  Silvvsfn  One  US 
reviewer  called  il  "art&naL  ccmpefflng 

aid  hjfl" 

Aldwych.  Strand.  WC2  [0171-416 
6»U3|  New  pfoviw.'B*3'  lomghiUan  30. 
7  J5pm.  moi  Set  3pm  Opens  Jan  31 

□  FUNNY  MONEY  Ray  Cooney  plays, 
me  man  'who  finds  .a  bag  at  dar*  nares 
in  fits  latest  farce  Rodney  Sewes  is  the 
sorely. uk-q  laju-dnuer 

Playhouse  Northumberland  Avenue. 
WC2  (0171-JLB  4401).  Mon-Sat  8pm, 
mats  TViurt.  3pm  and  Sal.  5pm  © 

□  THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE  Sam 
Mwdae't  rarfiant  praducinn  Zoe 
iV.anamakw  and  Claw  Skinner  play 
mother  and  daughter;  Ben  Walden  is 
Tom 

Comedy.  Panton  Street.  SW1  (0171- 
389  1731/  Mon- Sal.  7  30pm.  Sat  3pm 

□  AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND  Tnumphanl 
reium  lot  Pater  Hall's  production  of 
ft;**?  s  drnma  of  prfncaf  sleaze  and 
scandal  Ths  star  cast  includes  Marin 
She#*.  Am  Central.  Fwrw  Down*? 


NEW  RELEASES 

♦  DANGEROUS  MINDS  (15) 

M-cnette  PteJt'jr  cmngs  hope  io  an  mnar- 
ary  school  PredKubl*.  rose-tirrcad 
drama  deodar  John  N  Sr»th 
MGMk  Baker  Street  (Ot  71-335  9772) 
Chabea  (017I-35Z  S096) 

Odeons:  Kensington  (01 428  9 '4666) 
Swiss  Cottage  (01426  9NQ98i  West 
End  (61436-315  574)  Ud  WhiMeyo 
s '017V  792  3232) 

FAIR  GAME  t  IS)  Loughatale  atnon 
vet tde  ice  model  O my  Crawford,  cast 
is  en  aronwy  «i  pent  WithWlkam 
Baktwri  Duector.  Andrew  S^ris 
MGM  Trocadero®  (0171-4.34  00311 
UCI  WWWeye  ®  (01 7 1 -792  3332) 
Warner  ©  (01 7 1 -437  4343) 

LEAVING  LAS  VEGAS  (181  ftodtes 
Cagj dnnks rrmsaft lode Bh  Sfrwrg. 
imvinae  fiharra  iiom  due-dor  MAe 
F«3gis  Y/irhEfisafawh  Shu® 

Barbican®  lOl  71 -€388891) 

Clepham  Pletae  House  (01 71 493 
3323i  MGMs;  Fulham  Road  «)f  7f- 
2  70  3636)  Haytnarttel  10 1 7J  -839  1 527, 
Svinee  Centre  (0171.439  44701 
NoWng  HH)  Coronet  ©  (0(71-727 
6705,  Ritzy  (0171-7372121)  Screen/ 
Baker  Short  (Ot  71-9  JS  27721  WWner 
©  (0171-457  4343) 

MUTE  WITNESS  (18)  Mui*  girl 
-.MTOtfOS  a  iilm  studio  TiurtHa 
£m>  ijraiicg  ana  cbe-Ay  ffwnfcr  ;e)  ,.o 
Msscow,  v/iih  Manra  Sixlme.  Ontcnr 
Antony  V/ji  ter 

CUpham  Picture  House  ict  7t  -49® 
2223.  Wamer®  iOI7:  -07  434jj 

PERSUASION iUi  Jsr-i  Austen': 
nan-ei  aCraul  lo.t-  ijVa'-d  found. 
K-rsfi.oiy  adipfed  fr,  'to  BBC  Win 


TODAY’S  CHOICE 


A  telly  gidde  to  arts 
arrd  entertainment 
compflad  by  Kris  Anderson 


ELSEWHERE 

BRISTOL.  Soprani  Calfranre  Kmg 
jnd  Ute  excellent  prantsi  Wayne  Marshall 
open  the  BBC's  lunchtcne  Russian 
senes  today,  with  an  entertaining 
selection  of  works  by  Sfravraky 
St  George's.  Brandon  Hvi  '0117923 
0359)  Today,  tpm  © 

I  FEDS  Loif  Dfe.  Kurt  Wdtt  3  W 
Broadway  musical,  gets  as  European 
prertwie  &/  Opera  North  lonfghi  it's  a 
show  years  ahead  ol  its  nme  (19J81 
awjf  mamage.  bid  manage  seen 
through  1 50  years  of  American  heauy 
and  with  a  vaudevile  team  commeriing 
jcvdf/  (rom  tne  s^eibwg  Book  and  t/ncs 
r®  try  me  mr^i-rrviined  Alan  Jay 
lamer,  and  WetA  and  Lorre  Lerrra 
drvonsed  and  'O-marrled  (so  it’s  kjna  o< 
percan.nl)  For  good  measure  mate  re 
bags  of  great  fines  along  the  my 
Margaret  Prcece  and  Alan  Oka  sang  me 
leads,  Caroline  '^awn  Oaracts  and  lYyn 
Davras 'X«xlucts 

Grand.  New  Bnggate  10113-244  0971/ 
245  9J5I)  TonighL  7  IS pm  © 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment 
of  theatre  showing  In  London 
■  House  fuO,  returns  only 
O  Soma  seats  ovaSable 
□  Seals  at  ofl  prices 


Theatre  Royal.  Haymartit,  SWT 
(0171-930880))  /Jon- Sit  745pm; 
man  Wed  and  Sai.  3pm  © 

O  RUPERT  STREET  LONELY 
HEARTS  CLUB  Final  week  lot 
Jonathan  Harvey's  thou^tthj  and 
passionate  play,  set  r  oi  east  London 
bedsit  where  most  ol  the  characters 
have  tows  troubles 

Criterion.  Piccadilly  Ctrcus.  W1  (0171- 
369  1747|  TorngM-SaL  8pm.  Sun.  7pm; 
mas  Sai.  4pm  end  Sun.  3pm. 

S  STANLEY  Anlony  Sfw  plays 
Stanley  Spenoer,  the  painter  whose 
dossed  connections  with  women  were 
odd  Non  biographical  piny  by  Pam 
Gems  John  Cord  dtects 
National  iCotK^oel.  South  Bank,  SEl 
(017l  -928225?i  Pre-news  Uxnghl-Jan 
31.  7  JOpm.  Opens  Feb  t  © 

□  TWO  TRAINS  RUNNING  Jenny 
Jules.  Terry  Armatradmg  and  George 
Hams  are  among  the  strong  cast  tor 
the  ia»st  of  August  Wilson's  decalogue 
of  plays  about  20th -century  black 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Guofl  Brown's  aasesamunt  of 
fflma  In  London  and  (where 
Indicated  with  the  symbol  * ) 
on  rstom  across  the  country 


Amanda  Roof  Orgaor.  Roger  IMkH 
Bwbfeon  ©  (0 1 71  -636  669 1 1 

THE  UNDERNEATH' >5)  The  Class'd 
1940s  dirtier  Crlw-  Cross  iwnado  as  a 
styfcsh  puzzle  tv  dfector  &even 
SodertJergfi  WUh  Pew  Galtagher 
MGM  Shaftaebury  Amw  tOl  7i  -836 
62791  PtoffiiOt/ f-137  1234)  Ritzy 
(0171-7372121) 

CURRENT 

♦  DEVIL  IN  A  BLUE  DRESS  H5l 

Sp^ndury  OTwsphenc  thnSer  wrtn 
Oeruei  VWasfungion  as  the  ordmarr  J-ie 
in  late  ISW'Js  Los  Angeles  siunHng 
over  corpses.  and  conuphon 
CSre’^ed  ov  Can  Framjir  from  Warw 
Medeya 

Cursm  Wort  End  |5171- j«  17221 
Wuy  >(r1?i-7'!7  2I2U 

THE  HORSEMAN  ON  THE  ROOF 

nSl  Lo.e  tnc  eerorjm  urnda  a  jfK*?ra 
eprdemir  r  t&WsPre'/era:  Pts-tr, 
WCJjPM.bs:  We  nampti  Jean-Pi-ji 
R.i3py-&ju  C-raet*  0*rwer  Marine*  and 

juSe--*  aco:^- 

Cftetomri:!  '’  351  37-SJ,  Cureow 
MayMr  ;0t  71  -369  1 720i  Luodore 
'CI71-636  W?!i  Odeon  Kansbtgton 
:9t4i6-9  <4^6;  Richmond  (0181-332 
IVWOi  RUzy  .0171-737  2121; 
Scroort'HJH  '?Tu>5 1W! 


GLASGOW.  The  Ctiren's  opem  Us 
spring  season  with  a  free  prwww  lomght 
•X  Graham  Greene's  eftervowerf 
Travels  wttti  my  Aunt  Gdes  Haver  gaJ 
diiorts  ono-ji  the  Cmrcns  ajmpar*/'5 
greet  tavovntes.  trth  designs  tty  Ste-wari 
Laing 

Ctttrens.  Grabals  (0141  -a2i  00221 
TcraghL  7  30prri  Oponri  tomonow  then 
Tue-Ati  730pm  Unfit  Mat  23  © 

IPSWICH  Olivet  Fora  Dawes  and 
C«ane  Fatcher  ofay  John  Ogdon  and  ft« 
ywta  In  Wiliam  Humble's  Yirtumo, 
tEftng  of  the  puna's  fS>"3  breahitowi 
and  whai  happened  er>er 
Wobey.  Ovc  Dnve  (T'1J73  25372S) 
Opens  tonight.  7  45pm  Then  Tijs-Fn. 

7  4Sprn.  Sal.  8pm.  mats  Wed,  2  30pm. 
So  1 4 pm  UrH  Feb  10 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Barbican  Diagteev  Ciwer  ol  the 
Botets  Russes  |0171-63a4i4ij 
British  Museum  Oyt>  and  k  yotu 
palrmngs  (0171-636  1556)  National 
Gallery  P-anorigs  from  f4a(loml  Tois; 
Houses  (0171-747  2885)  National 
Portrait  Grtlory  Richard  Aid  Mana 
C*sway  iCi  17 1-306  00S5i  .  Royal 
Academy  Dowd  Hodney  Drawing 
ftelrpspectnra  10171-429  74231  Tote 
Bril  Woodrow.  Fools'  Gold.  IS  bronze 
darjes  (01 71  -687  8000)  VS  A  Jan 
An  from  India,  Erprossfanta  Prmts 
(01 71  -938  8509)  Whitechapel  Emu 

Nddn  10171-522  7888/ 


ArrvjncariA  Sat  r  1989  Ptttsburgh,  m  a 
restaur anr  due  to  be  demofshed 
Pauhne  Randall  directs 
Tricycte,  Kibym  High  Road.  HW6 
(0171-328  10001  Previews  begm 
lorngfu.  8pm.  opens  Jan  29.  7pm  © 

■  SWEETHEART  New  ptay  by  MO 
Rosso,  author  of  the  acclaimed 
Ftearhur  Joe  Outfmo  m  (he  we  rule  of 
tho  mu-Si-kwed  but  leofJo-JS  and  usuaSy 
siani  Chart? 

Upstairs.  Royal  Cour  Sioane  Square. 
SW1  (0171-730  1745)  PrainBus  begn 
rortghr.  7.45pm.  opens  Jan  30.  7pm 

□  THE  WIND  W  THE  WILLOWS 

Jeremy  Str-dcn  ptayr.  the  ubul&err  Toad 
in  the  now  annual  return  of  the  f  tutorial 
Thtairp  production  Stik  ctengrirtu 
Old  Vie,  Waterloo  Road.  SEl  (0171- 
923  66M)  Mcn-SaL  7  30pm;  mar.  Wed. 
SaL  2.30pm  © 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Buddy  Strand  /Qt7i  -930  8800) 

□  Crazy  for  You  FVmce  Ert/.aro  *0171  - 
734  8951)  -  □  Dead  GuBty  Apoto 

10 1 71  -494  5070)  E  Fame:  The 
Musfcrt.  Cambridge  (01 71-494  50831 
B  Mbs  Saigon  Diuy  Lane  i0l7i-494 
$400)  ■Otfueri  PaAadrum |0171- 
494  S020I  □  Starlight  Express 

Aporio  Vi-aona  (0171-828  3665 1 
E  Sunset  Boulevard-  Aoeiphi  iOiti- 
344  00551  □  The  Woman  tn 

Btodr  Fortune  <0171-836  223 8) 

Ticker  nkariKdion  supplied  by  Soraery 
bl  London  Theatre 


THE  RUN  OF  THE  COUNTRY  (1 5f 

Wkkjwed  lather  and  son  tussi*  M*r  Me 
and  lav*  Faded  Inyn  btamev  «tfi 
Albert  Finney  and  US  import  Mas 
k'eesfar  Dvecfe-1  by  Refer  Taax. 
Odeon  Kensington  >01426  914666) 

♦  SEVEN  (IB)  Unserjmg anO  ori-beai 
sanal  kiUer  thnBer,  wnh  Morgan  Freeman 
and  BradP4»  Dre-nor  Dowd  Fincher 
Barbican  ©  >0 1 7 1 -638  889 1 1 
Ctapham  Picture  Houao  (0171  -456 
33231  Gate  ©  (0 1 1 1  -  72  7  4042)  MOMs: 
Chelsea  iQt  71  -352  W96|  Fulham 
Road  (01 7) -370  2536i  Tortenham 
Court  Road  iul  7 1-636  61431  Odeoits: 
Kensington  (01426  914«6)  Leicester 
Square  101426  2156631  Swiss  Cottage 
(01426  9140901  Ritzy  10171-737  2121) 
Sarnn/Bekor  Street  10 1 71  -935  2772, 
Scre«n/Gnwn  (01 71-226  3530i  UCI 
WMMeya©  10171-792  3333' 

♦  SHOWGIRLS  {18i  Us'.'e-jas 
■jfropor  rinds  success  a  not  everymng 
Hallow  tale  ol  ho'kwrpcOpfc-.  bread, ' 
presemed  by  «fu«tor  Paul  vartaewi 
MG  Ma:  Baiiar  Street  '0)71-9359772) 
Chetaaa  ;0171-3S3  5i»6)  Odeon 
Kensington  r0143G  914686)  Marble 
Arch  >01426314501'- Swiss  Cottage 
(01428  914C99I  West  End  (01 426 

9f 5574<  UCJ  WhQefays  ©  -01 7:  ■  790 
3332) 

♦  SOMETHING  TO  TALK  ABOUT 

li5i  JJa  R'ltsan  as  a  Muttem  nifs 
laeng  hr»  husbari  s  nDdsHr  Ta;i-, 

■aiew^nirullpHiaourK:.  US3»?HSI'. 

strem  oe-CTs  t>nna  Oua>c  Roccc 
Dixon  hyra5z.Aj-.vici-  'j?n<(  R-re-arv;: 

MGM*  Fulham  Road  ©  y)l  <  :-2'C 
2636 1  Trocadero  ©  (91 7i  3a  -JC3  • 
Odeon  Swiss  Cottage  :<)1426 
Si  4T.9ai  Ua  WMWeye  © -ji  71-792 
Werner© rOf  7f.J37 4^13, 


VISUAL  ART:  Charles  Hall  finds  a  ‘dead’  discipline  alive  and  on  show  in  Liverpool 

Painting  on  a  broader  canvas 


Said  to  be  all  about  sex:  the  John  Moores  award-winning  Double-tongued  fCnowabitity,  by  David  Leapman 


I  like  David  Leapnian’s 
drawing:  1  like  his  fussy, 
curly,  raiher  bouncy  line, 
and  the  diffident  way  ii 
sinks  back  into  his  painting's 
dark  background.  On  the  oth¬ 
er  hand,  most  of  the  time  I 
have  no  idea  whai  it  is  he 
chinks  he's  drawing.  Appar¬ 
ently  the  images  in  Double- 
tongued  KnombiUty  are  ail 
about  sex.  Well,  perhaps  they 
are,  but  lYn  not  at  all  sure  that 
it  really  matters. 

The  painting  has  picked  up 
the  £20.000  first  prize  in  the 
nineteenth  John  Moores  Exhi¬ 
bition  in  Liverpool  because 
Leapman  really  knows  how  to 
occupy  a  canvas.  The  four 
ovals  (each  filled  by  brightly 
coloured  rectangles)  provide 
the  bold  superstructure  for  all 
that  nervous  doodling,  while 
the  drawing  helps  to  bind 
those  apparently  autonomous 
geometric  forms  into  a  precar¬ 
ious,  spidery  tension. 

The  John  Moores  is  Brit¬ 
ain’s  only  national  open-sub- 
mission  exhibition  for 
“progressive”  contemporary 
art  This  time  round  there 
were  1.644  entries.  The  judges 
were  the  painter  Basil  Beattie, 
the  painter  and  writer  Timo¬ 
thy  Hyman.  Alex  Kidson  of 
the  Walker  Art  Gallery,  and 
the  art  historian  and  critic, 
Frances  Spalding. 

I  wonder  if  the  judges  knew, 
when  they  selected  it  that 
Leapman's  use  of  various 
kinds  of  luminous  paints 
means  that  the  composition 
alters  radically  when  viewed 
under  ultra-violet  or  irtfra-red 
lights?  Probably  they  did  —  it 
is'  hung  in  a  little  ghetto  of 
highly  sophisticated  paintings 
that  tease  you  with  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  they  are  about  to 
unburden  themselves  of  some 
great  metaphysical  truth.  That 
takes  its  most  literal  form  in 
Mark  Wal lingers  canvas,  a 
grid  of  letters  which  turns  out 
to  read:  "What  have  I  done  to 
deserve  you?”  The  question  is 
perhaps  less  apt  than  another 
in  the  same  series.  “What  do 
you  hope  to  get  out  of  me?", 
but  then  l  think  Wailinger 
would  enjoy  the  banality. 


Other  artists  are  more  sub¬ 
tle:  Brad  Lochore  shows  an 
apparently  abstract  grey  and 
black  image  which  rums  out  to 
be  derived  from  the  shadow  of 
a  ladder.  Our  struggle  to 
attribute  solid  form  to'  what 
turns  out  to  be  an  effect  of  pure 
light  condenses  around  the 
fact  that  the  ladder,  as  a  tool 
for  passing  from  one  level  to 
another,  is  a  perfect  metaphor 
for  the  possibilities  of  —  well, 
of  metaphor  in  painting. 

It  is  no  accident  that  so 
many  of  the  paintings  in  this 
pan  of  the  exhibition  are  as 
beautiful  as  they  are  intelli¬ 
gent.  With  its  use  of  photo- 
related  imagery  and 
computerised  printing  tech¬ 
niques.  James  Brook's  Road 


(With  Raindrops.  Eye),  very 
nearly  steps  outside  what  one 
could  conventionally  accept  as 
painting. 

But  this  is  a  generation  that 
has  had  to  overcome  its  own 
conceptual  hostility  to  paint¬ 
ing  in  order  to  pick  up  a  brush: 
they  have  been  seduced  into  it, 
and  their  love  of  the  material 
and  its  processes  shows 
through  in  immaculate  crafts¬ 
manship  and  disciplined  sub¬ 
tlety  of  application. 

Since  there  are  so  few  shows 
devoted  to  painting,  it  is 
tempting  to  see  the  John 
Moores  as  a  survey  of  contem¬ 
porary  developments  —  and 
ihen  to  rake  issue  with  its 
omissions.  But  we  can  never 
know  who  was  rejected  and 


who  was  too  grand  to  enter. 
It's  more  useful  simply  to 
enjoy  the  exhibition  as  an 
opportunity  to  look  dasefy  at 
the  kinds  of  painting  that  have 
fallen  by  the  critical  wayside. 

The  tense  pink  neck  of  the 
woman  in  Lucy  Jones's  Anni¬ 
versary  is  the  best  thing  she's 
paintad  in  years,  while  Paul 
Gopal-Chowdhury^  In  the 
Realm  of  the  Senses  looks  like 
a  persona)  breakthrough ,  es¬ 
tablishing  a  formal  grammar 
which  allows  him  to  consider 
urban  sleaze  without  indulg¬ 
ing  in  the  voyeurism  he  sets 
out  to  criticise- 

Artists  who  have  never 
doubled  the  tradition  of  painr- 
ing may  well  never  have  asked 
themselves  such  hard  ques¬ 


tions  about  their  motivation  as 
reluctant  converts  such  as 
Wailinger  or  Lochore.  But 
formal  curiosity  is  nor  restrict¬ 
ed  to  the  avant-garde:  it's  just 
that  the  intelligence  at  work  in 
a  painting  by  Leonard 
McGomb  or  Hughie  O’Don- 
oghue  does  not  register  on  the 
contemporary  critical  radar. 

Until  we  make  space  for 
works  like  theirs,  we  won't 
have  understood  the  problems 
and  possibilities  that  continue 
to  make  the  "dead"  art  of 
painting  one  of  the  liveliest 
and  most  contentious  fields  in 
British  art 

one  John  Moons  Liverpool 
Exhibition  at  the  Walker  Art 
Gallery  (0151-207  00011  until 
Sunday 


A  YEAR  ago  this  week,  Gerry 
Anderson  and  Radio  4  farted 
company.  So  extraordinary 
was  the  saga  of  Anderson 
Country  that  on  Sunday. 
Mediumtxave.  the  Radio  4 
media  programme,  saw  fit  to 
mark  the  anniversary. 

ft  did  so  via  a  diatribe  by 
Anderson  himself  and  the 
genial  humour  did  little  to 
camouflage  the  bitterness.  In¬ 
terestingly.  Anderson  took  up 
the  theme  that  he  had  been 
done  down  by  middle  Eng¬ 
land.  the  listener  lobby  that 
regards  Radio  4  as  its  own 
Anderson  Country  drew 
16.000  critical  leners  id  Feed- 


Country  killed  by  shires 


back,  an  unprecedented  our- 
pouring  for  a  single  pro¬ 
gramme.  On  Sunday.  Ander¬ 
son  was  undaunted:  "f  have 
had  mv  fife  threatened  by 
paramilitaries  —  now  that’s 
whai  I  call  radio  criticism''. 

Yet  those  letters,  and  scores 
sent  to  me.  say  something 
important  about  radio  as  a 
medium  Television  mostly 
measures  the  success  of  a 
programme  through  viewing 
figures.  Radio,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  an  intimate  medium. 


RAOfd  . 


Tlte  audience  figures  for  An¬ 
derson  Country  were  not  that 
much  lower  "than  for  The 
Afternoon  Shift.  Indeed,  my 
own  postbag  showed  that  the 
hardcore  Radio  4  audience 
prefers  fohbying  to  get  the 
schedule  changed  rather  than 
voting  with  its  tuning  fingers. 

Anderson  now  has  a  daily 
radio  show  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land.  where  he  has  always 


been  immensely  popular.  The 
belief  in  Broadcasting  House 
is  that,  like  the  England 
cricket  team,  he  does  not 
travel  very  well.  1  hope  that  is 
all  there  is  to  it,  but  I  suspect 
that  Anderson  was  too  Irish 
for  Middle  England. 

Sunday's  Mediumwave,  by 
coincidence,  had  another  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  way  the  British 
react  to  people  and  events 
depending  on  the  extent  of 
their  foreignness.  Why.  asked 
the  programme,  has  the  West¬ 


ern  media  been  kinder  to 
Chechen  terrorists  than  it 
would  ever  be  to  others7 

Mediumwave  brought  in 
Jon  Snow  of  Channel  4  News 
to  provide  the  answer.  Tlte 
critical  focus  of  coverage  here 
has  been  on  the  Russian  army 
and  Boris  Yeltsin  because  we 
still  see  Russia  in  terms  of  the 
old  Communist  bogey. 

A  second  factor  is  that  the 
Chechens  welcomed  the 
media,  whereas  Russian  army 
personnel  appear  to  have 
about  as  much  media  savvy  as 
the  Duchess  of  York. 

Peter  Barnard 


P 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


ART  GALLERIES 


LARGE  MUSEUM 
PAINTINGS 
FROM  RUSSIA 

ROY  MILES  GALLERY. 
29  Bruton  Street,  Wj 


Vfal 


rorid  of  Drawings 
ud 

ate  rco  Jours 


from  1600  to  the 
present  day  -  alt  for  sale 

Lectures  25  January 

“Watercolour  Surgery" 
27  January 

Park  Lane  Hotel 

Piccadilly,  London  W1 

24  -  28  January 

Ham  -8pm 
7pm  last  two  days 
Admission  £7.00 

Information: 
0181  995  1488 


DANCE 


SADLER'S  WELLS  0171 713  0QB) 

gorazsnfumenod 

■M— end  ring  ttwlHMpHj 

totonotanUiSHlF* 

Evm  730. 5a  BJESCap 


CIRCUSES 


MUST  END 
23  JANUARY 

0990  225566 

0171  420  lOOO'- 


OPERA  fe BALLET 


COUSBJM  0171  Bffi  6300  |Z«iJ 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  OPERA 
Toni  73)  THE  PEARL  RSHEK8 
Toro  733  THE  MAaCFLlftg 


nnj  Centerwy  ProOwAon 
Fuffy  staged 

mtemauenaJ  cost 

fb*4  UN*  HM  -  ftfctoy  IsFUHL 
TckatS  ei350  ■  £3700 
Bar  OBcc  0i7i  5B98gia  _ 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  0171 3H 

4000  itx  a*  on  &  Sto****** 

Tithes  wrtatt  onBmCay 
TtraRoyMOpan 
SsUOOTCEMOSUMNEA 
MURAGE 
Tub  731  (firet  MgM) 
SAMSON  ET0AUA 
TbaRojMMM 
TcnX^onig.  MjPn.^47^1 


THEATRES 


AUJWYCH  80  s  OC0171  Atsaw 
(nohtete^«:3W  44440^0171 
®  612V4188B5MI33KT 

He  FIELDS  of  AMBROSIA 

A  Mw  Unseal 

"AaiuniiliiB*(ioril*Sh»1tJrtMortB)f 
Era  7.45  mis  Wed  &  Sol  3JD 
Noiik131  JnEa&imttaFtti 
Art  fnx  mssr  rewflpaw  Wtf  7I£ 

ST**  .SEATS 


AQELFtfl 

"ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER'S 
UASTBCRBCE"  WM  SI  Jtwnrt 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

WtiMr  of  7  Tony  AmMU 


BEST  MUSICAL 

Staffing 

FC7ULACUUK 

awn  cRSJrr  card  boowngs 

Q5JX 0171 3440065(1*9  fee] 
GRP  B0OCNG412  33E  [t*g  tee) 
No  booking  to  far  Mefpfti 
BozCSceCafera 

rteooKted  rtanaalm  0171 373  B884 
Ma»Srt74SM8!sH>r  ASaflOQ 


AMBASSADORS  33E  Sill 
SOU*  OUT 

TRAINSPOTTING 

Fran  12  March  more*  to 
WUMMflTBattl 


APOLLO  484  5068/344  <444/43 

am  Sm  &  Mas  mu  1 5*543.15 

JBMYSEAOROUE 
"tapreeaM*"  tings 
HATLEY  MELS 


DEAD  GUILTY 

■RfcJrert  Norite*  nrer  pley  ta  TNE 
PERFECTTOMUBT  SLTtare 
HEC0R&4NEAXMQ  RUN 
EXTENDED  TO  MARCH  18 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  oc  Ct7i  416 
6055  oc24>n  0171  M4444^ici7i  «a 
0X0  Gras  0171 416  SJ75/  413  322i 

Andre*  Lkqd  WaMWi 
MMrprodoeSotiof 

STARUGHT  EXPRESS 

-A  REBORN  THEATRICAL 
DEUWfOtfyMei 
Mate  kmcUa  run  19  4$ 

Tug  &  S«  15C0  Tctea  ton  ElLSD 


APOLLO  LABATtS 
HAMBWBTH  0i7l  *16  3068  oc 
3444444/42)  03J]  {+  fckg  Jeo) 

-ANDREW  LL0VD  WEBBER 

trainers 

BLOCTOusrerooi 
JOSEPH  AND  THE  AMAZING 
TECWIICQLOR  DREAMCQAT 
sarmg  PH8JJP  SCHOFEELO 

wa  22 -apr  a 


cnfTEMQN  s/c-  sin  m  wj 

344  4444 

THE  REDUCED 
SHAKESPEARE  CO 

_  -CrereMartiS _ 


CQMEBTBOScsQlTl  369)731 

ccQi7t  43  0000  (no  Ire) 

ZOEWANAMAKERin 
THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE 

to  TENNESSEE  WBJJAMS 
Erected  W  San  Hand** 
EwiTJOUrtsSrtcX 
LW>B3S&4SaN 


CftfTEnON  3S 1747/344  4444 
42)0000 

JONATHAN  HARVEYS  NEW 
COMEDY  HTT 

RUPERT STREET 

LONELY  HEARTS  CUJB 
“irfelrefy  tunas  JxMy 
oorafc"DMrt 
7«»SrtASaiASui3A7 
“MB  2  SUN  PERF5  AT  3  A  7" 
ICO  BEST  SEATS  £10  &*  OOCP 
DALY  1l»  BFCRE 

LAST  WEEK 


CUKE  OF  YORTS  0171 836 
5122.9837  es  O  0000/344 
044  (24  tn.  no  toe) 

ROYAL  COURT  CLASSICS 
Herej- Goottnm  hsirq  GStrtW 
^itowr  TuiPoitor 

HYSTERIA 

'wry  Johnson'!  'CUSTARO  PC  OF 
COWC  BRUiANCE'  tiro  Oft 
Bea  ConwOf  Qfeaot  Axwd 
LAST  WS0 
Erasrx.vtaethu 
GSJxionM&SasaQO 
From  1  Febrjay 
DevriSttrey'sepc 
7HE  CHAMPING  ROOM 


COMMON  Bna  ~7-  4 '5 
6DavCl7)4ffllinJO(5to(;&5s 
Ol?1 416  8075,-413  3321.43:  -SOC 

GREASE 

Sbrwtfl  RICHARD  CAUtW 
end  SAMANTHA  JANUS 
-Rret,  nrtUB  A  tn,  fen,  ton,- 

ZaJfMt-j  I 

E«730  Vte  1(W1  Srt. 'xn  ; 

TICKETS  AVAB-ASLE  -  APPLY  i 

PALY  TO  BOX  OFFICE  | 


FORTWC  BO  6  CC  0171336 
2238>t17l312B033 

DAVID  ANDREW 

BURKE  HAV1LL 

Sum  W* 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BUCK 

Adapted  by  Sastei  MeOarrtt 
"A  real  Sv9  ol  honor"  STmaa 
MOW  «rfS7TH  YEAR 

Mcr^Sa  9on:  Vaa  Tubs  3pm  Sai  4pm 


FORTUNE  QwGOi  0171  8362238 

ELZABETH  MANSFCLD  a 


MARIE 


BMtActrere  In  a  Musical 
OMar  AmM  199B 
EVERY  SUHOAYaJBaa 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 

SS  X  (Sq !«)  2*tl  1  fizyi-::  71 484 
50BWU  4444(420  OOQOa  <&C 
545Wt3331l,j1J33X 

MISS  SAIGON 

-THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  TIME" 
Nowwns 

7TH  SBWnONALYEAR! 
&*5  7«v&aA«‘aa;3Er 

Ona  Mrtto  Mdl  tar  W«1  MM 
B  acre*  path  -  tp#t  BXt 
raRTIUPHOlfflffWTJU. 
BOOKMQSApaiSOAUL 
CALLERS 

0171 W  SDBC  (BKSfg) 


DUCHESS  co  0T7‘  49*  5C7Tcc  34* 

4444  (no  be  feaV^K  0000  ft»5  toe; 
917f41333Zt  Eres  flpffi.  fret 
3prt.  Sat  5an  5  S3C 
“A  SAUCY  COMEDY"  z.  Std 
NOW  BiffS  SHi  YEAR 

DON'T  DRESS 
FOR  DINNER 

■qoriourtrOufrnaaoca*  ’ 


QARRtCX  CI7T  ^4  SOBSf 
Cl’l  312 1300  (r»  bq  tea) 

WNEROF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
SO»e  EXPERIENCES  YOU 
NEVBt  FORGET 

Ttw  Royal  Nodonoi 
tiwana  pRxtoctton 

JBPnes»/» 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

“THRftlBWLAWSTBESEEPT 

DWM 

■OW  OF  THE  MOST 
BfnaOCATMa  THEATRICALLY 
BUOOUTTVE  EXPBKNCeS 
<FTJ«  1990*^5 
“TWO  HOURS  OF 
EVTHRAtfJNQ,  VISUALLY 
STUNWNG  ORAMATl.Td 
Wsv^745.S«  £00*415. 
_ »aeffiamo _ 


CBELGUD  43*  5065)13*4  4444 
.<*290000 

TOM  CONTI 
SHARON  0£SS 
kiNEB-SMOWS 

CRAPTOTWO 

FROMREB7 


KAYMAnCET  900 8800 
cc  344  4444M29  COCO  |t*g  tea) 
TVS  FE73?  HALL  COMPANY 

Marita  Shrer  AunaCartarec 
PanqrDoaml*  DavW  Yatert 
MUtaal  Darttaon  DnkteQrtw 
OSCAR  WUDFS 

AN  IDEAL  HllSBAND 

Evas  74S.  Mats  Wad &5«  300 
13  WEBCSONLY 


HER  MAJESTY'S  5W»  -W  54C0 
(hkg  Ml  CC  344  4444,420  3000  (Uqj 
toflGrpn  494  5*54/413  3311,9306123 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEB80TS 
AWAH3  WNNMQ  MUSICAL 

THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

Drecad  by  HSRCXD  PRwcE 
NOW  BKG  TO  DSC  96 
E»e>  7  45  Mats  Wed  &S«  300. 
Act*/ ttBcaQlfioB  daft  foramw 


LOKXM  PALLADIUM  90.CC 
0171 494  5031/3*4  4444  (Si  Da  saw 
ctiQ]  420  0000  Gran  0171 312  6000 

JH  DALE 

Ftstums  TD  THE  VKSY  END 

”A  MAJOR  THEATRICAL. 
EVENT  Da*y  Mad 

OLIVER! 

2NQ  SPECTACULAR  YEAR 
UONEL  BARTS  MASTERFtECE 
YCU  CANT  ASK  FOR  MORE1 
5  Tinea 
Eves  730  Mats  Wad 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAL 
WOW  FOR  WEEKDAY  PBffS 


WnONAL  THEATRE  BO  0171 928 
2S£Gfta0ff1GS  07412<fv 
cc  BC  ha  0i7l  4200000 
OLMBironcrcnvr.tS 
VOLPONE  Sor  Jonsan 
LYTTELTON  iant  Taw  7  jo 
WttJ  OATS  John  Gltoafle 
COTTESLOE  Toil  Toro 
JPfSVEWSl  730  STANLEY  Paa 
_ Gena 


NEW  LONDON  Ojy  Lara  WC2  93 
om  405  0072  CC  0171 404  4079  a*r 
tn  71 3««4«  143)03® 

C/ps  0171 4133311/9306123 
JHEAfCREWliOYDWSBSV 
TS  BJ0T  MERNATDWL 
WNMDtMNMfi  MU9CAL 

CATS 

Eves  745  Mas  Toe  6  Stf  393 
LATECOMERS  NOT  AOMITIH) 
WhLEAUDTMLWGW 
Mtm0N.Pt£A3EaE  PROMPT. 
Bars  open  at  £45 

LMTED  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DALY  FROM  BOX  OFFtCE. 


CLD  VC  01T1 9286655/3120034 

The  RoyaJ  NaHonM  Thamto 

THE  WIND  IN 
THEWIUXJWS 

"AN  ABSOLUTE  WWNOTTrao 

Out 

MATCHLESS 


UTTERLY  ENCHANTMO—A 
SMALL  MASIINHIUA  Lte^Maf 
"A  WDNDBVUL  EVEHNtTT.T 
-ANBWESWttBLE 
P1Qa5  OF  TTffATRETJfl 
Boohng  to  30  fitarefi  1996 
UorvSat  73300- 
Wed&SaiimB23toni 


PALACE  THEATRE  0171-434  0909 
ce24lre(BG  fee)  0171-344 
4444  ap*  0171 4133311 
THE  WORLD'S  MOST  POPULAR 
MIHPCAL 

Ii£  MISERABLES 

NOWHtTSII-tH 
RECORD-BREAKING  YEAR 

Eves  730  Mao  Thu  4  SaJ  230 
Laiacomen  trt  admfled 

unathokitevai 

LM157N0  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DALY  TO*  BOX  CFFCE 


PHOEMXBO,CC01713B91733 

/344  4444/42}  0000  (fee) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

0Wer,Oran*Ai«nis 
Ptaya  &  Ptaym/lver  Noveto  Amds 
WILY  RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

STEPHANIE  LAWRENCE 

STEFAN  DCMMS  CARL  WAYNE 
-Alnga  fceMdtanea  to  Bata*, 
and  raatafl  lb  apprareT  D  MM 

Brea  7.46  M«&  lips  3  Std  4 


PKCAOiaY  0171 3601734 
Cc24fTJ  3*4  44*4, 

Gras  312  lS7Q/4t3  3321 

“WINNER* 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Evening  SaoOanl  Award  ■» 

BEST  MUSICAL 

BEST  ACTRESS  M  A  MUSICAL 
Camfre  CCortw 
SS  OfiutHf  Amrt  Knratona 
JBWT  HBWAN  4  WCHAGL 
STEWARTS 

MACK  &  MABEL 

THE  HOLLYWOOD  ROMANCE 
7.45 

Mgawad&SaailOO 


PLAYHOUSE  0171 830  4401 
/0l7l  420000001713444444 
SYLVIA  SYMS,NB«Y  McOS 
LYNDA  BARON 
TREVOR  BAWBSTEH 
RAY  COONEY,  PETER  BJJS 
RONAUntOQE 
•  ROONEY  BEWES 
M  RAY  COONEY'S 
HEW  COMEDY  HTT 

FUNNY  MONEY 

NCMNATB  BESTCOM81Y 
1086  OUVBt  AWARDS 
-LAUGHS  GALORE- 
AWWNEFTD  Exp 
“Bettor  Than  FaytSaon- 
frlr  rtiin-f)  Tnl 

UofrS*  8C0,  *tea  Ttuzmsanm 


prunes  HJWATO017J  734  S9Sf 
oc(24f»not*fltoe)RrstCa(1420m(M 
/  01 7 1  344  4444  Gra**  930  6123. 

BEST  WJSECAL 
UuanenOAriarAandaBS 
•YOtfO  BE  CRA2T  TO  MBS  IT 
DAW 

CRAZY  FOR  TOU 

“IS  A  GREAT,  OUSBOUS, 
GLAMOROUS  GOLOWKE  OF  A 
SHCfW-STKiee 
Eves  7.  <  Man  tiw  A  Sat  30D 
GOOD  BEATS  AVAILABLE 
THIS  WEB* 
LASTSWEEKB 


PfHMCE  EDWARD  0171 4475400 


344  4444  Groups  42K 
CxiMnnhtartortosfi  presorts 

MARTIN  GUERRE 

ANaivlAracalby 
BOBULASOOGERG 
FROM  22  MAY  1896 


ROYAL  SHAKE^EARE 
COMPANY  LONDON 


awa out 
LES  ENFANTS  DU  PARAZSS 
Tcriay  24304  7.15 
THE  FIT;  SLAUGHTER  CITY 
Toni  74)0 

STRATFORD  (01789  295023] 
RST'  JUUUS  CAESAR  Todw  130 
ROMEO  AND  OUUET  Toni  730 
SWAN  THE  CWRRY  QRCHMS 
Today  130 

THE  DEVE.  IS  AN  ASS  Toni  730 
TOP:  THE  PAATTER  OF 
DISHONOUR  Todtor  130 


ST  MARTIN'S  0171 635 1443  (no 
f»g  ten  Otn  40799778*0  fee) 
GfewpaOITt  312 1994  (no  {*q  fee) 
E*9&T<ja24&S*548 
446t  Year  oi  AgSBw  Cnato'i 
THE1 


SAVOY  0171 8368888 
cc  0171 42D  MOD  (f»»eto8) 

ANGELA  THORNE 
COMMUNICATING 
DOORS 

by  ALAN  AYCKBOURN 

fA  mdnef,  rf  flaw  i**n  ■■>  ■  rtn 
iwwbW  DtK  feWlOOj 

Olvfer  Aaonria  1996 

"A  MBODRAMA'nC  CDMS7Y 
THHLLHT  WXCERFUUY  FUMf 
AND  GENHSELY  SCARY"  OJrt 
'\hM  fee  audanoa  n  tun 
ROAiWGVHTHLAUQflBTAM) 
LBJPtNsmRmiDKfnGrrr 


Eves  730  Mate  Wed  &  Sal  34)0 
OPB4S IWMOAV 


SHAFTESBURY  0171 379  5009 
0171 3*4  4444  (SS4Hr/na  tag  fed) 
Gnups  0171 413  3321 

TOMMY 

PAUL  KEATING  KM  WILDE 
A*  Tansy  AaMnWafeer 
“AN  ENTEHTA&MENT 
JUGGERNAUT  THAT  LIFTS  THE 
AUDiaiCE  RIGHT  OUT  OF  ffS 
SEKTSTNY  Tires 
ftattoreaOFefruafv  Oo—SMarefi 


STOAT®  THEATRE  Sat  CWAcc 
(no  tee)  01 71 9308800 
« (bkg  0171 344  4444/00  0000 

Graugs  0171 413  3321(0171 930  6123 

•BUDDY' 

Tha  Buddy  HoBy  Story 
“BBtUIAin-Sun 

•BUDDY* 

“WOIOERRJL  STUFF*  Sun  Td 

•BUDDY' 

Tues-Thin  SO  Fri  530  &  630 
Sets  5  00  &  630,  Sure  44)0 
ALL  SEATS  1/2  FWZFft  530  PEflF 
7ft  tWAVB4LY  YEAR 


VAUDEVK1E  017!  S3B  9967  cc 
420  OOOW346  44M  (no  tag  fera 

feMritfcgi  ■Nacftmata 
(Md  hSariOB*  snsing  ft  tt» 
6Mft,BBMtaia 
TbaRSCpreriucttonor 

THE  SHAKESPEARE 
REVUE" 

TbsTinM 

DrtyTdegnpfi 
UonfaBJXlptBSn 830pm 
Mate  Wad  S3Ctan  Samban 


WWTSiAiL  *3 1735W +W/ 
4300000 

-BKTNBffMUSm 

«  YOWNJBRSJJANrMaS 

ROY  0BBE0N  STORY 
GUEsrswnwG  pji  phcby 
K  PRICE  m  530  PERF 
Ture.TtaftH.art53Q583n.SBi4 


VICTORIA  PALACE  BO  &  cc  (no 
feaf  0171 634  1317  cc  (Ua  ton]  0171 
344  4444/312  1998/487  9977 
Gm|»  0171 312 1997  (no  tee) 
/0171 930  6123  (bkgfea) 

1996  OUVKR  AWARDS 


•J0La}N* 

BEST  MUSICAL 

• 

BRIAN  CONLEY 
BEST  ACTOR 

IN  A  MUSICAL 
* 

JOHN  BENNETT 

BEST  SUPPORTING 

ARTKIB 

ft*  A  MUSICAL 

•J0LS0N* 

“Wtath  arafldng  a  raBion  ntaa  to 

tmeroua 

&<98  UreSat  730.  Mate  Wed  &  Sat 
am 

NOW  BOOWMB  TO  teWi  wrer 


WYMMAMS  0171  386  1738 


Nototaatod  tar  6  Otafer  Awards 
MCHAB.  UA 

GAMBON  WUJAMS 

SKYUGHT 

byDAVDHAFE 
□IfBCted  by  flOWB  EYRE 
Tha  eoftHxA  production  rttfja 

DoitolNaaomlTlMttW 
now  kansfare  tar  ID  tmoka  only 

Irani  14  Fab _ 


WWOHABW  369 17^344  4444 

oteekbyjowl 

the  duchess  of  malfi 

E>»e«f|*nj”indepenfl 

-^SWCPfetannanere 

_ cve3  73PMab7lMsAjfergaft 


I 


tKum/gtttA 


tiMM'Kfi 


33 


U9  ljS£> 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  25  1996 


■  MUSIC 

Michael  Tilson 
Thomas  flourishes 
in  San  Francisco, 
but  American 
orchestras 
struggle  elsewhere 


■  THEATRE  1 

A  new  play, 

77ie  Night  of 
the  Fox,  goes 
nowhere  slowly 
trying  to 
define  rape 


THE^^TIMES 

ARTS 


■  THEATRE  2 

. . .  while  Paper 
Walls  deals, 
more  fruitfully, 
with  abuse  and 
murder  inside 
the  family  home 


■  OPERA 

David  Pountney 
makes  a  beautiful 
triumph  of  Aida 
in  Munich,  but 
the  musical  side 
is  less  impressive 


Five  go  in 
search  of  their 
former  glory 


Traditional  ly.  the 
American  orchestral 
scene  was  dominated 
by  the  Big  Five  — 
Boston,  Chicago,  Cleveland, 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  — 
surrounded  by  a  great  mass  of 
what  the  East  Coast  establish¬ 
ment  stuffily  referred  to  as  the 
regional  orchestras,  which 
were  constantly  jockeying  for 
position  in  the  second  rank.  By 
1990,  during  the  waning  days 
of  the  directorships  of  Sir 
Georg  Solti  in  Chicago  and 
Zubin  Mehta  in  New  York,  it 
was  widely  believed  that  those 
two  orchestras,  at  least  had 
been  eclipsed  by  some  of  the 
young  upstarts,  notably  the  St 
Louis  Symphony  under  Leon¬ 
ard  Slatkin.  the  orchestras  of 
Los  Angeles  and  San  Francis¬ 
co  and,  if  one  roamed  a  bit 
northward,  Montreal. 

Today,  the  Big  Five  is  an 
almost  meaningless  category. 
Without  question,  the  major 
event  of  this  musical  season  in 
America  was  the  inauguration 
of  Michael  Tilson  Thomas  as 
music  director  of  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony.  MTT. 
as  he  is  known  now.  has 
brought  a  real  sense  of  musi¬ 
cal  excitement  to  his  native 
state,  with  innovative  pro¬ 
grammes  that  include  at  least 
one  American  composition 
each  evening  (when  he  is 
conducting}. 

If  Esa-Pekka  Salonen  has 
not  produced  quite  the  same 
seismic  results  with  the  Los 
Angeles  Philharmonic,  he  has 
nonetheless  honed  the  orches¬ 
tra’s  playing  and  established  it 
as  a  leading  exponent  of  the 
international  avant-garde.  In 
the  autumn,  the  orchestra  will 
be  in  residence  at  the  Theatre 
du  Chatelet  in  Paris,  perform¬ 
ing.  among  other  works.  The 
Rake's  Progress  (which,  it  will 
be  remembered,  was  com¬ 
posed  in  Beverly  Hills),  pro¬ 
duced  by  Peter  Sellars. 

Salonen’s  boyish,  blond 
good  looks  have  gone  down 
very  well  in  a  dry  that  loves  a 
pretty  face,  but  his  Nordic 
reserve  and  penchant  for  “dif- 
ficulr  post-serialist  music 
have  kept  the  audience  from 
embracing  him  very  warmly. 
The  roster  of  guest  artists  in 
Los  Angeles  this  season  has  a 
strongly  British  slant,  with 
appearances  by  Roger  Nor- 


America’s  top 
orchestras 


are  in  danger 
of  losing  their 
lustre,  says 

Jamie  James 


rington,  Oliver  Knussen.  Joan 
Rodgers,  Evelyn  Glennie,  and 
ondes  martenot  player  Cyn¬ 
thia  Millar. 

Slatkin.  who  built  the  St 
Louis  Symphony  into  an  or¬ 
chestra  of  international  stat¬ 
ure  (or  so  we  are  continually 
told)  will  replace  Mstislav 
Rostropovich  as  director  of  the 
National  Symphony  Orches¬ 
tra.  in  Washington’  DC.  Ro¬ 
stropovich  attempted  to  bring 
the  capital’s  orchestra  into  the 
front  rank,  and  did  not  quite 
succeed.  Perhaps  Slatkin. 
whose  organisational  prowess 
is  acknowledged  as  masterly 
even  by  those  who  find  his 
conducting  rather  bland,  will 
fare  better  in  the  dty  of 
bureaucrats. 

The  Orchestras  Formerly 
Known  as  the  Big  Five  are  not 
in  particularly  brilliant  shape 
today,  compared  with  their 
glory  days  under  the  likes  of 
Bernstein,  Ormandy  and 
Szell,  yet  neither  are  any  of 
them  in  dire  straits  —  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Chicago, 
where  Daniel  Barenboim’s 
lordly  airs  and  inconsistent 
conducting  appear  to  be  driv¬ 
ing  many  (though  not  all)  of 
the  players  to  distraction. 

Things  have  quietened 
down  a  bit  since  he  took  over 
in  1991.  when  he  was  regularly 
excoriated  by  critics  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  orchestra,  but  there 
are  still  persistent  reports  of 
low  morale  in  the  Orchestra- 
Orchestra  Hall  is  now  under¬ 
going  a  $100  million  acoustical 
renovation,  although  a  recent 
concert  performance  of  Die 
Meistersinger  von  Numberg 
conducted  by  Solti  sounded 
warm  and  glorious  to  these 
ears.  Nonetheless,  the  CSO’s 
executive  director.  Henry 
Vogel,  daims  to  have  the 
highest  subscription  rate  of 
any  orchestra  in  America. 


The  Cleveland  Orchestra  is 
probably  the  country's  leading 
symphonic  ensemble  today. 
Christoph  von  Dohnanyi  has 
made  a  number  of  key  person¬ 
nel  changes,  including  a  new 
conoertmaster,  William  Preu- 
cfl,  and  new  prindpals  for  the 
second  violins,  double  basses 
and  horns.  In  the  spring,  the 
orchestra  will  embark  on  a 
European  tour,  which  begins 
in  London.  On  March  21, 
Dohnanyi  will  conduct  a  pro¬ 
gramme  of  Schumann.  Stra¬ 
vinsky  and  Ligeti  at  the 
Festival  Hall. 

When  Kurt  Masur  rook  over 
as  music  director  at  the  New 
York  Philharmonic  five  years 
ago.  he  was  hailed  as  a 
saviour,  restoring  the  orches¬ 
tra  to  its  former  glory  after  the 
near-shambles  left  behind  by 
Zubin  Mehta,  who  was  never 
a  favourite  with  the  players. 
While  the  situation  in  New 
York  is  stable,  and  the  orches¬ 
tra  continues  to  play  well, 
some  cracks  arc  beginning  to 
show.  Masur’s  courtly,  rather 
dullish  podium  presence  has 
failed  to  endear  him  to  a  dty 
that  loves  stars  as  much  as 
Hollywood  does,  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  season  has  not  been  an 
inspired  one.  When  they  have 
attempted  to  introduce  a  bit  of 
pizzazz,  the  results  have  been 
something  of  an  embarrass¬ 
ment,  such  as  a  concert  in 
October  of  film  scores  conduct¬ 
ed  by  John  Mauoeri,  which 
featured  film  clips  from  Ben- 
Hur  and  the  Errol  Flynn 
Robin  Hood. 

The  Boston  Symphony 
seems  to  be  in  a  solid  position 
at  the  moment,  though  this  is 
not  one  of  its  great  periods. 
Seiji  Ozawa  has  held  the  top 
post  there  since  1973,  making 
him  by  far  the  most  senior  of 
major  American  music  direc¬ 
tors.  At  the  age  of  60.  he  has 
reached,  and  perhaps  passed, 
the  point  at  which  he  must 
decide  whether  to  look  around 
for  a  new  orchestra  (but 
where?)  or  to  stay  in  Boston 
and  reap  the  benefits  of  his 
quarter-century  assodation 
with  the  ensemble. 

Philadelphia  was  thrown 
into  an  uproar  three  years  ago 
when  Riccardo  Mud  abruptly 
resigned  as  music  director. 
When  Wolfgang  Sawallisch 
was  chosen  as  his  repiace- 


MichaeJ  Tilson  Thomas,  here  conducting  at  a  Miami  gala,  has  revitalised  the  San  Francisco  Symphony  Orchestra 


mem.  he  was  widely  viewed  as 
an  interim,  transitional  figure. 
However,  since  he  took  over  in 
1993,  he  has  made  a  much 
deeper  impact  than  had  been 
expected.  The  orchestra  has 
rallied  round  him,  though 
attendance  has  declined 
appredably. 

Sawallisch  has  made  exten¬ 
sive  personnel  changes,  hiring 
more  prindpals  than  any 
music  director  since  Leopold 
Stokowski,  including  a  27- 
year-old  concertmasrer  from 
Israel,  named  Erez  Ofer.  He 
has  kept  the  orchestra  playing 
ax  a  consistently  high  level,  but 
he  is  now  72  years  old.  and 


nobody  in  Philadelphia  seems 
to  have  a  clue  as  to  who  will 
succeed  him. 

In  the  great  mass  of  the 
second  tier,  the  news  is  mostly 
gloomy.  The  death  throes  of 
the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts  (America’s  equivalent 
to  the  Arts  Coundl)  is  proba¬ 
bly  just  a  matter  of  lime:  a 
state  of  controlled  panic  has 
overtaken  those  institutions 
which  do  noi  have  loyal, 
entrenched  patrons  and  audi¬ 
ences.  The  Detroit  Symphony, 
led  by  Neeme  Jarvi,  recently 
received  an  endowment  grant 
nf  $80  million  from  a  consor¬ 
tium  of  philanthropists,  but 


among  those  less  fortunate, 
the  chilling  arts  climate  has 
produced  some  very  strange 
programming  and  gimmicks. 

In  Houston.’  for  example, 
where  Christoph  Eschenbach 
continues  to  inspire  excellent 
playing  in  the  core  German 
repertory,  the  orchestra  has 
resorted  to  backing  up  pop 
performers.  Even  in  conserva¬ 
tive  Philadelphia  there  are 
plans  to  install  large  screens  in 
the  hall  to  project  close-ups  of 
the  musicians. 

The  height  of  absurdity  may 
have  been  reached  by  the 
Oregon  Symphony.  undeT 
music  director  James  De 


Priest,  which  has  scheduled  a 
marathon  concert  cum  mur¬ 
der  mystery  called  Mozan  (ill 
Midnight.  The  programme 
plays  upon  the  premise  of 
Peter  Shaffer’s  Amadeus  by 
including  music  by  "compos¬ 
ers  contemporary  with  Mozart 
who  hated  him  and  might 
have  wanted  to  kill  him". 
Computer  terminals  are  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  foyer  of  the  hail 
which  permit  members  of  the 
audience  to  vote  for  culprits 
and  also  to  communicate  with 
the  maestro,  who  apparently 
has  nothing  better  to  do  in  the 
interval  than  sit  typing  at  a 
computer  keyboard. 


THEATRE:  In  a  suburban  dream  home,  abuse  and  outrage  fester  in  flimsy  disguise.  Plus,  a  moral  hunt  that  cannot  find  its  prey 


Unsafe  as 
houses 


MARILYN  KING  WILL 


Superficial  wounds 


Dread:  Jan  Pearson.  Grainne  Byrne,  Christine  Entwisle 


Scarlet  Theatre’s  surreal 
playlet  opens  just  out¬ 
side  a  structure  that 
looks  a  bit  like  a  Wendy-  house 
and  a  bit  Like  a  bathing  hut 
and  is  clearly  meant  to  denote 
flimsincss.  vulnerability  and 
claustrophobia-inducing  con¬ 
finement.  For  a  few  minutes 
three  woman  simply  come  and 
go.  glassy  grins  fixed  on  their 
faces.  But  then  a  finger  starts 
drawing  on  the  tiny  window 
below  ’the  toyshop  eaves. 
"Please  help.”  it  writes. 

Is  this  an  Ayckboumian  cry 
for  help  from  a  parody  subur¬ 
ban  home?  Is  Scarlet  Theatre 
demonstrating  the  awfulness 
of  the  ordinary?  When 
Grainne  Byrne.  '  Christine 
Etuwisle  and  Jan  Pearson  are 
trooping  off  to  the  DIY  shop  in 
uniform  red  jackets,  or  trying 
to  repair  the  roof  of  their  funny 
little  house  without  sliding  off. 
it  might  seem  so.  But  Alice 
Power  and  Alice  Purcell,  the 
joint  director-designers,  have 


Paper  Walls 
Purcell  Room 


something  stronger  in  mind. 
The  exaggeratedly  ordinary’  is 
camouflaging  the  outrageous. 

The  hints  proliferate:  a  yell 
of  “I  can’t  stand  this  any 
more”,  obscure  references  to  a 
man  called  Tom,  sounds  of 
scuffles,  and,  black-comic 
style,  a  procession  to  the 
dustbin  of  parcels  variously 
emblazoned  "goldfish”,  "bud¬ 
gie”-.  “kitten”,  "rabbit”,  "dog". 
Things  are  clearly  escalating 
inside  the  house.  A  weird 
electronic  screaming  is  fal¬ 
lowed  by  a  couple  of  gunshots. 
The  house  splits  open  to  reveal 
a  kitchen,  a  Mad-Hatter 
breakfast  and  only  the  three 
women  to  eat  it.  .As  the  rest  of 
the  play  proceeds  to  make 
dear,  an  abusive  husband  and 
father  has  been  killed  by  his 
wife  and  daughters. 


The  play  is  apparently 
based  on  real  events  in  the 
North:  but  you  would  hardly 
guess  so  from  the  company's 
style,  which  relies  mainly  on 
dumbshow  and  eschews  spe- 
dfic  accusation  for  a  general 
evocation  of  stress  and  silent 
suffering.  That  is  the  evening’s 
limitation,  but  also  its 
strength.  If  it  were  surrounded 
by  loads  of  verbiage,  you 
might  not  fed  the  danger 
inherent  in  an  event  as  tiny  as 
the  dropping  of  the  master-of- 
the-house’s  boiled  egg. 

What  the  company  success¬ 


fully  catches  is  the  dread  it  is 
safest  to  conceal,  the  pretence 
of  normality  Thai  has  to  be 
sustained  by  means  of  smiles, 
desperate  jokes,  anything. 
Certainly,  the  evening  pro¬ 
vides  the  definitive  answer  to 
those  who  still  suspect  the 
London  Mime  Festival  of 
being  an  excuse  for  fey  figures 
in  body-stockings  to  do  clever 
tree  imitations.  Paper  Walls  is 
as  deft  as  it  should  be:  but  it 
carries  a  punch  too. 

BENEDICT 

Nightingale 


Randy  has  just  been 
released  from  the 
slammer.  He  was  sent 
down  seven  years  ago,  found 
guilty  of  raping  a  girl  at  her 
Nth  birthday  party.  This  new 
play  by  Peter  Briffa  opens  with 
Randy's  former  Oxford  Univ¬ 
ersity  pals  nervously  awaiting 
his  arrival.  They  gather  on  the 
patio  of  the  respectably  acred 
farm  inherited  by  Shona.  once 
a  bit  of  a  goer  but  long  since 
settled  with  Nigel,  student 
revolutionary  turned  gentle¬ 
man  farmer. 

The  tension  ought  to  be  sky- 
high.  Lucy,  who  is  both  Ran¬ 
dy’s  ex  and  the  rape  victim's 
sister,  has  suddenly  turned  up. 
shakily  chain-smoking,  pro¬ 
positioning  left,  right  and 
centre,  and  possibly  suicidal. 
Tom.  whose  gay  lover  has 
recently  died,  is  chronically 
uptight  and  depressed  about 
others  having  sex  lives.  Mean¬ 
while  Dick,  now-  a  business¬ 
man,  rolling  up  with  his 
younger  girlfriend  Helen,  puts 
everybody's  back  up  being 
brash  and  boring.  He  also 
happens  to  have  brought  a 


The  Night  of 
the  Fox 

Lilian  Baylis,  N1 


gun,  to  hunt  down  the  local 
hen-snatching  fox.  of  course. 

Briffa’s  drama  should  be 
provocative.  Randy’s  visit  es¬ 
sentially  sparks  an  angry  row 
about  definitions  of  rape.  Only 
it  is  hardly  a  debate.  Randy- 
delivers  his  radical  "ami-femi¬ 
nist"  arguments  in  large  slabs. 
His  logic,  moreover,  is  crudely 
muddied.  We  are  told  this 
man  has  been  clocking  up 
fim-dass  degrees.  Standards 
must  be  slipping.  Generally, 
the  characters’  conversations 
are  banal  or  corny.  Sometimes 
this  is  clearly  intended  to  be 
satirical,  but  nobody  seems 
sure  when  the  writing  is 
switching  between  farce  and 
seriousness. 

There  is  comic  potential. 
Dick  (tiny  but  thrusting  Rich¬ 
ard  Lord)  is  briefly  entertain¬ 
ing,  pontificating  pompously 
and  telling  the  problem  fox: 


"We  are  no  longer  prepared  to 
tolerate  that  sort  of  behav¬ 
iour.”  But  Sam  Sham  mas's 
poorly  directed  cast  are  awk¬ 
wardly  static  and  unpaced. 
Some  drag  their  feet,  while 
Barry  Cooper  (here  in  his 
second  Shammas  production) 
hurriedly  blunders  through 
Randy's  speeches.  Vivien 
Gregory  gives  a  commendable 
relaxed  performance  as  the 
pregnant  Shona,  but  every¬ 
body  else’s  nerves  are  superfi¬ 
cially  portrayed. 

The  play  anempts  to  depict 
people  with  split  attitudes. 
Randy  keeps  saying  he  is 
guilty  and  sorry,  then  pro¬ 
claiming  his  innocence  and 
being  unbelievably  insensi¬ 
tive.  Perhaps  he  is  a  psycho¬ 
path  but  Cooper  conveys  no 
sense  of  mania  or  menace,  so 
his  schizophrenic  statements 
are  merely  confusing.  The 
implication  that  Lucy-  and 
Helen,  while  rejecting  Randy's 
crass  advances,  might  secretly 
want  to  fall  into  his  arms  is 
even  harder  to  swallow. 

Kate  Bassett 


I— CONCERT 

Funky 
feast 
in  a  tin 

FROM  anarchic  begin¬ 
nings  a  decade  ago.  New 
York's  Bang  on  a  Can 
Festival  has  gained  re¬ 
spectability  in  the  con¬ 
temporary  music  world. 
First  came  a  move  from 
its  base  in  Lower  Man¬ 
hattan  to  the  Lincoln 
Center,  then  a  recording 
contract  with  Sony  for  the 
festival's  resident  ensem¬ 
ble.  the  Bang  on  a  Can 
All-Stars.  Now  the  All- 
Stars  tour  widely,  and  on 
Tuesday  they  were 
warmly  received  at  the 
South  Bank  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  in  six  months. 

Bang  on  a  Can  was 
created  by  Michael  Gor¬ 
don.  David  Lang  and 
Julia  Wolfe  for  compos¬ 
ers.  including  them¬ 
selves.  loo  strange  to  fit 
into  New  York’s  polar¬ 
ised  uptown-downtown 
music  scene.  Hardly  any 
two  pieces  the  All-Stars 
play  are  alike,  but  almost 
all  combine  elements  of 
"classical”  and  rock 
music.  Appropriately,  the 
playing  of  this  image¬ 
conscious  sextet  —  cello. 


Bang  on  a  Can 
All-Stars 
QEH 


bass,  saxophone,  guitar, 
piano,  percussion  — 
mixes  the  precision  of  a 
chamber  group  with  the 
punch  of  a  rock  group. 

Much  of  the  Bang  on  a 
Can  repertory  inhabits 
an  aggressive  minimalist 
world,  but  unlike  the 
kind  of  amplified  Muzak 
which  has  crept  into  the 
concert  hall,  these  works 
have  something  to  say. 
Lang's  Cheating,  Lying, 
Stealing  was  dark  and 
disreputable:  menacing 
high  cello  lines  soared 
through  a  barrage  of 
percussive  effects  in  the 
central  section  of  a  tightly 
structured  work. 

Its  score  carries  the 
marking  ’’ominous 
funk”,  and  funk  was  also 
an  inspiration  behind  the 
impatiently  energetic 
piece  that  followed. 
Wolfe's  Lick.  Both  Lick 
and  Sieve  Martland's 
throbbing  Horses  of  In¬ 
struction  —  a  Blake  title 
not  explained  —  seemed 
numbiingly  repetitive 
and  might  have  made 
more  impact  if  they  had 
been  shorter. 

The  significance  of  the 
title  in  Louis  Andries- 
sen's  Hour  (“Wood")  was 
also  unclear,  as  the  tight¬ 
ly-packed  piece  swirled 
with  colour  and  energy 
like  a  Chinese  dragon. 
No  less  virtuosity  was 
required  for  an  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  Brazilian  jazz 
musician  Hermeto 
PascoaJ's  Arapua  (“Bum¬ 
blebee"),  and  the  players 
dispatched  it  with  joy  and 
Larin  vigour. 

Different  moods  were 
explored  in  Martin 
Bresnick's  The  Bucket 
Rider,  an  austere,  deso¬ 
late  piece  inspired  by 
Kafka's  short  story,  and 
one  of  the  composer’s 
"Ope  re  delle  musica 
povera".  Most  striking  of 
all  was  Gordon’s  Indus¬ 
try,  a  cello  solo  based  on 
the  simplest  of  materials: 
a  mournful  lament  grad¬ 
ually  amplified  into  dis¬ 
torted  electronic  wailing. 
Maya  Beiser  played  it 
with  grinding  intensity. 
Unusually  for  a  QEH 
concert,  the  encore  was 
by  Kurt  Cobain. 

John  Allison 
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PREJUDICE,  we  are  taught,  is  the  one 
thing  critics  are  not  supposed  to  harbour. 
(Pride,  it  goes  without  saying,  is  unknown 
to  the  breed.)  But  it  was  difficult  to  cross 
the  threshold  of  the  Bavarian  State  Opera 
last  week  without  the  odd  nervous  twitch. 
David  Pbunmev’s  anarchic  sense  of 
humour  has  been  much  in  evidence 
recently,  and  not  only  in  his  rumbustious 
Fairy  Queen  for  ENO.  Travellers’  tales 
from  Bregenz  last  year  spoke  of  drum- 
majorettes  in.  of  all  opera?.  Fidelia.  What 
would  he  do  with  Aida ? 

in  the  event  the  Pountney  Aida  was 
sober,  deadly  serious  and  very,  very- 
beautiful  —  surely  one  of  the  finest 
achievements  of  a  director  who  seldom 
fails  to  surprise.  Ir  also  made  a  useful 
point  in  the  on -gang  argument  as  to 
whether  people  who  stage  opera  should 


Abstract  but  absorbing  night  by  the  Nile 


navel,  a  neck  — 
Pountney  sees  the  op¬ 
era  as  a  srudy  of  two 
kinds  of  woman,  the 
fleshly  and  the  spiritu¬ 
al).  all  shifted  slowly, 
continuously,  noise¬ 
lessly  by  an  army  of 


OPERA 


□ 


Aida 

Bavarian  State  Opera, 
Munich 


ing  dream-world  of 
quite  astounding  paint¬ 
erly  beauty.  The  final 
image  of  a  huge  rock 
slowly  descending  to 
crush  the  lovers  who 
were  descending  into 
the  bowels  of  the  the¬ 
atre  was  breathtaking. 


be  called  "directors’’  or  “producers”.  This 
was  definitely  Pountney-as-producer.  It 
was  the  overall  concept  that  gripped  the 
imagination  rather  than  the  actual  direc¬ 
tion  of  singers,  which  was  rather  conven¬ 
tional  —  the  stock,  but  restrained  operatic 
gestures  of  Tradition  which,  you  could 
argue,  were  what  Verdi  had  in  mind 
when  he  wrote  the  music  at  a  time  before 
opera  production  as  such  was  invented. 

Bui  the  abstract  visual  world  in  which  it 
all  happened  was  something  quite  ex¬ 
traordinary.  Robert  Israeli  decor  sug¬ 
gested  a  scenery  store:  half  a  dozen  huge 
flats,  a  pair  of  trucks,  with  faint  depictions 
of  human,  detectablv  female  anatomy  (a 


supernumeraries. 

If  that  sounds  unpromising,  if  failing 
to  take  into  account  the  wurk  of  the 
American  lighting  designer  Mimi  Jordan 
Sherin  —  she,  really,  should  be  designat¬ 
ed  the  director.  Washes  of  light  in  the 
most  delicate  colours  (violet  and  indigo 
especially  lovely)  painted  an  ever -chan 2- 


scene  was  equally  impressive,  and  if  there 
is  an  episode  that  could  be  rethought  — 
and  this  is  a  staging  one  longs  to  see 
developed  rather  than  just  left  to  get  on 
wilh  it  —  it  is  the  Triumph  scene,  to  which 
just  six  dancers  and  nondescript  choreog¬ 


raphy  (Nils  Christ?)  failed  to  grant  due 
weight.  But  this  is  already  one  of  the  most 
striking  Aidas  you  could  hope  to  see. 

But  not.  vet.  one  of  the  most  striking 
you  could  hope  to  hear.  Roberto  Abbado's 
conducting  was  workaday,  efficient,  not 
measuring  up  to  one  of  Verdi's  most 
subtle  and  elusive  scores.  He.  and  the 
house,  favour  a  big  fat  sound  that  is  not 
exactly  singer-friendly,  and  this  neo¬ 
classical  opera  is  largely  about  singing,  as 
POuntnev  laritiY  acknowledged.  Influen¬ 
za.  1  understand,  had  cut  a  swathe 
through  the  rehearsal  period,  and  rhe  first 
night  was  a  nervy  occasion,  with  only 
Waltraud  Meier  (Amncris)  sounding  fully 


at  ease.  She  sang  an  absolute  storm, 
sounding  happier  in  Verdi  than  she  often 
does  in  Wagner. 

After  a  tense,  edgy  fust  two  ads,  Cheryl 
Studer  settled  down  into  a  sunnier,  more 
relaxed  account  of  Aida’s  music,  but  the 
silvery  sense  of  musical  phrase  for  which 
she  is  so  much  admired  was  in  evidence 
throughout.  Dennis  O'Neill  was  the 
dependable  Radames.  and  Robert  Hale  a 
fine  Amonasro.  He  seems  to  sound  better 
in  this  theatre  than  anywhere  else.  Only 
Kun  Rvdl's  relentlessly  fortissimo,  wood¬ 
en  ly  phrased  Ramfis  let  the  side  down. 
Yet  even  if  no  one  had  sung  a  note  all 
evening  (I  exaggerate,  of  course)  this 
would  still  have  been  an  Aida  worth 
seeing. 

Rodney  Milnes 
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Brought  down  early  by  the  Romantic  disease 


When  Rosa's  Scene  of  Witchcraft  (1646)  was  painted  in  Florence,  ecclesiastic  attitudes  there — despite  the  Inquisition — were  more  relaxed  than  in  Rome,  where  it  could  not  have  been  openly  displayed 


Salvator  Rosa  may  have 
been  the  first  perfor¬ 
mance  artist,  for  his 
public  image  seemed  to  maner 
as  much  if  not  more  than  his 
paintings.  A  poetaster  and 
would-be  scholar,  he  paraded 
the  streets  of  Rome  in  his  finest 
clothes  while  a  liveried  servant 
followed  carrying  his  sword, 
and  his  satire  and  comedies 
were  noted  by  his  contempo¬ 
raries.  He  affected  a  Stoic 
pose,  portraying  himself  as  an 
austere  scholar  in  the  famous 
self-portrait  in  the  National 
Gallery.’  yet  Rosa  always 
watched  the  art  market  and 
pined  for  official  recognition. 

Both  contemporaries  and 
posterity  recognised  his  spe¬ 
cial  gift  for  landscapes  — 
something  bom  of  his  early 
training  in  open-air  sketching 
—  but  Rosa  emphasised  the 
discordant  features  of  nature: 
the  jagged  rocks  and  broken 
limbs  of  trees,  filling  his  scenes 
with  witches  and  banditi  rath¬ 
er  than  nymphs  and  shep¬ 
herds.  Eventually  the  success 
of  his  landscapes  irritated 
him,  and  when  one  hapless 
visitor  asked  to  see  them.  Rosa 


Bruce  Boucher 

SALVATOR  ROSA 
His  Life  and  Times 
By  Jonathan  Scott 
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testily  replied:  “My  talent  is 
for  figures,  and  I  make  sure 
they’re  seen  by  people  of 
excellent  taste  to  get  rid  of  this 
absurd  idea  that  1  point  land¬ 
scapes." 

Rosa's  paintings  were  pic¬ 
turesque  avani  la  lettre,  and 
his  fierce  independence  won  a 
special  esteem  in  the  18th 
century.  Legends  grew  up 
about  his  spurious  activities  as 
a  cutpurse  and  revolutionary, 
and  if  this  was  not  quite  the 
fame  Rosa  would  have  want¬ 
ed,  at  least  h  was  consonant 
with  the  role-playing  so  evi¬ 
dent  in  his  self-portraits.  Here 
the  comparison  with  Rem¬ 
brandt  or  Poussin  is  striking, 
for  Rosa  evinced  little  interest 
in  plumbing  spiritual  depths 
so  much  as  indulging  in  that 
quintessential  Italian  pastime 
of  bellafigura. 


Jonathan  Scon  unapologeti- 
caliy  calls  his  study  of  Rosa  an 
old -fashioned  “life  and  times'1, 
but  its  author  could  hardly  be 
called  a  traditional  art-histori¬ 
an.  As  a  merchant  banker  and 
the  current  chairman,  of  the 
Reviewing  Committee  on  the 
Export  of  Works  of  An.  Scott 
clearly  has  the  right  back¬ 
ground  for  dealing  with  a  rum 
cove  like  Rosa. 

The  book  is  especially  inter¬ 
esting  on  Rosa's  tileraiy  efforts 
and  friendships  with  scholars. 
Scott  has  even  translated  Ro¬ 
sa'S  poetry  into  colloquial 
Wank  verse  —  no  mean 
achievement  His  work  is 
sound  and  crammed  with 
factual  information.  The  book 
comes  to  life  in  the  later 
chapters,  surveying  the  re¬ 
markable  late  paintings  such 
as  the  Dream  of  Aeneas  and 
Saul  and  the  Witch  of  Endor. 
or  the  etchings  which  crowned 
the  artist's  last  years.  Al¬ 
though  Rosa  saw  etchings  as  a 
means  of  advertising  his  pic¬ 
tures.  they  suited  his  wispy 
figural  style,  and  with  them  he 
created  a  graphic  equivalent  to 
Titian’s  late  poesie. 
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He  imbibed  life 


“  T  ever  saw  his  likeness.'* 
|\  I  Charles  Lamb  wrote  of  Sam- 
I  X|  uel  Taylor  Coleridge,  “nor 

A  1  probably  the  world  can  see 
again.” They  had  met  at  Christ's  HospitaL 
No  doubt  Coleridge  wore  the  blue  oat 
with  a  difference,  since  his  ebullient  and 
elusive  character  had  been  largely 
formed.  He  was  already  a  great  talker  and 
a  voracious  reader,  with  the  gift  oF 
enthralling  all  those  whom  he  encoun¬ 
tered.  It  is  not  necessary  to  expatiate  on 
the  delights  and  difficulties  of  his  child- 
hoed,  therefore,  since  they  remain  present 
throughout  the  rest  of  his  life.  It  is  best  to 
encounter  him  in  full  flood. 

His  career  at  Cambridge,  and  his  brief 
role  as  an  enlisted  soldier  under  the  name 
of  Silas  Tomkyn  Comber bache.  are  well 
enough  known.  He  was  discharged  as 
“insane”,  and  in  that  sense  he  wax  already 
the  perfect  young  man.  He  was  so  in  love 
with  his  feelings  that  he  was  able 
effortlessly  to  parody  them,  perpetually 
tumbling  between  laughter  and  despair 
as  if  he  were  not  at  all  sure  of  his  own 
destiny. 

Much  more  than  Byron  or  Shelley,  in 
fact,  he  is  the  poet  of  adolescence:  despite 
what  might  be  called  his  pantheistic 
Unitarianism.  he  saw  nothing  in  the  wide 
universe  except  the  trembling  of  his  own 
sensitivity.  Only  Wordsworth  was  more 
self-obsessed.  And  then,  at  22,  as  Rose¬ 
mary  Ashton  writes  in  this  detailed 
biography,  "Coleridge  comes  of  age  as  a 
poet”. 

He  came  of  age  as  a  talker,  too.  and  it  is 
not  surprising  that  some  of  his  best  poetry 
takes  the  form  of  heightened  conversa¬ 
tion.  But  talk  can  also  be  a  kind  of  oral 
fixation  —  what  Coleridge  himself  once 
described  as  the  “sucking  child**— and  the 
bibulousness  of  infantilism  is  present  in 
his  achievements  as  well  as  in  his 
addictions.  On  one  side  are  the  Conrersa- 
fioR  Pieces,  and  on  the  other  the  intense 
and  insistent  verse  of  Kubla  Khan  or  The 
Ander. t  Mariner,  h  is  also  the  difference 
berween  the  drink  and  the  opium  which 
he  imbibed  constantly. 

He  was  so  busy  becoming  addicted  to 
literature  and  life,  in  fact,  that  he  could 
never  settle  to  anything.  He  veered 
between  Jacobinism  and  Linitarianism. 
Panrisocrauc  enterprises  and  provincial 
lecturing.  He  took  up  poetry,  criticism, 
philosophy  and  journalism  only  to  aban¬ 
don  them.  It  is  very  surprising  that  he 
actually  managed  to  marry,  but  the 
omens  were  not  good  when  he  named  his 
first  child  Hanley,  after  the  philosopher  of 
sensationalism.  His  poor  family  were 
forced  to  follow-  the  caravan  of  his  own 
dhagatory  and  desultory  nature  —  untiL 
that  is.  he  decided  that  he  ought  to  travel 
alone.  He  was  in  Germany,  and  then  in 
Malta;  he  was  always  the  searcher, 
although  it  is  never  clear  what  precisely 
he  was  search  inc  for. 


as  he  did  opium 


Peter  Ackroyd  on 

the  restless  genius 
of  Kubla  Khan 

He  was  not  meant  to  be  a  husband  or  a 
father.  He  was  too  vague  and  too 
undependable  for  anything  but  brief  and 
ecstatic  friendships.  The  fervid  cyde  of 
rapture  and  eventual  disenchantment  is 
seen  to  its  strongest  effect,  of  course,  in  his 
relationship  with  Wordsworth.  Words¬ 
worth  was  for  a  while  infatuated  by 
Coleridge's  loquacity  and  knowledge. 


worlds.  And  what  then,  was  the  result? 
Thirty  years  of  apprenticeship,  as  Rose- 
maty  Ashton  sees  it,  with  the  next  30  as 
“his  years  of  wandering". 

This  is  in  many  respects  a  detached  and 
restrained  biography;  it  does  not  have  the 
imaginative  fervour,  for  example,  of 
Richard  Holmes's  wonderful  Coleridge : 
Early  Visions.  But  it  is  described  as  a 
critical  biography  and.  since  Rosemary 
Ashton  has  written  previously  on  Lewes 
and  on  Eliot  she  is  thoroughly  conversant 
with  those  pulses  of  German  idealism 
which  animated  Coleridge  and  which 
briefly  stirred  the  English  critical  spirit 
But  she  is  a  very  astute  observer  of 
Coleridge's  life.  She  is  also,  on  occasions, 
objective  to  the  point  of  being  censorious. . 
Of  course  it  is  not  hard  to  be  unsympa¬ 
thetic  about  various  aspects  -of  his 
behaviour,  not  least  in  his  treatment  of 
those  closest  to  him.  and  yet  perhaps  it  is 
necessary  to  be  half  in  love  with  him  in 
order  property  to  understand  him. 

Certain  people  seem  bom  to  be  the 
object  of  other  people's  gossip  and  pity, 
and  it  could  he  said,  that  Coleridge  was 
created  by  the  needs  of  others  as well  as  by 
his  own.  He  was  always  there,  for 
contemporaries  of  lesser  genius,  to  criti¬ 
cise.  to  direct  and  attempt  to  control.  With 
his  inordinate  desire  to  please  and  to 
entertain,  he  pretended  to  capitulate.  In 
the  end  he  always  managed  to  escape, 
while  making  an  almost  pantomimic 
show  of  self-doubt  and  self-critidsm. 


Yet  perhaps  the  expectations  of 
others  were  quite  wrong.  His 
letters  and  notebooks  are  won¬ 
derful,  and  there  is  a  sense  in 
which  his  unfinished  works  form  a 
greater  achievement  than  that  of  any  of 
his  coat  temporaries.  We  must  think  of  a 
writer  who  is  perhaps  at  his  best  when  he 
remains  incomplete;  his  genius  and 
imagination  are  so  restless  that  they  can 
only  be  brought  into  play  momentarily. 
Richard  Holmes  put  it  well  when  he 
described  one  of  Coleridge’s  most  haunt¬ 
ing  images  as  “a  protean  form  or  a  force- 
field.  lacking  fixed  structure  or  outline”. 

This  is  also  the  shape  of  Coleridge’s 
genius.  He  had  too  fine  and  sensitive  an 
imagination  to  dwell  in  any  perception  for 
too  long.  He  adapted  brilliantly  to 
whomever  he  accompanied.  He  spoke 
without  limits  or  distinctions.  He  followed 
the  glow-worm  of  an  idea  until  it  burst 
into  flames  above  his  head.  Just  as  his 
poems  thwart  any  real  attempt  at  narra¬ 
tive,  so  his  Life  arud  career  seem  plangent, 
incantarory.  insistent  but  without  any 
formal  resolution.  Yet  it  is  the  mark  of  his 
greatness  that  the  reader  does  not  want 
Rosemary  Ashton’S  book  to  end.  He  was  a 
Socrates  in  the  wrong  civilisation,  a 
Hamlet  in  the  right  one.  a  man  whose 
universal  genius  made  him  prodigal  of 
his  own. 


Coleridge:  the  poet  of  adolescence 

THE  LIFE  OF  SAMUEL 
TAYLOR  COLERIDGE 
By  Rosemary  Ashton 
Blackwell.  £25 


while  Coleridge  was  mightily  impressed 
by  the  other  poet's  understanding.  It  could 
have  been  a  fine  match  if  Coleridge  had 
remained  in  London,  where  the  rapid  beat 
of  the  city  marched  his  own  tumultuous 
sensitivity,  but  to  be  alone  with  Words¬ 
worth  in  the  country  was  a  mistake. 

He  was  so  oppressed  by  the  other  poet’s 
genius  that  he  quite  forgot  about  his  own. 
He  came  to  think  of  himself  as  a 
“metaphysician"  rather  than  as  a  poet.  He 
never  possessed  that  solid,  self-sustaining 
vision  upon  which  Wordsworth  could 
draw.  Cbleridge  was  too  quick,  and  he 
knew  too  much.  He  was  too  clever  to  be  a 
poet  and  too  imaginative  to  be  a 
metaphysician.  So,  tike  Muhammad’s 
tomb,  he  was  suspended  between  two 


The  bloody  opening  of  a  long  war 


TO  GRASP  fully  ihc  complex 
political  landscape  of  All 
Souls'  Rising  by  Madison 
Smarr-  Bell  {Picador.  £/5.<W|, 
think  first  of  the  French  Revo¬ 
lution:  the  confusion  of  inter¬ 
ests,  the  ebb  and  flow  of  public 
femmes,  the  uncertainty,  from 
one  day  to  ihc  next,  of  who  was 
in  control  of  whom. 

Then  Imagine  a  little  bit  of 
France.  Haiti  in  this  case, 
which  is  ar  six  weeks'  remove 
from  the  mainland  so  that 
Royalty.  Jacobin  and  Therm  i- 
dorean  jostle  at  the  harbour 
for  news  of  which  faction  has 
the  ascendanev  in  Paris  —  ur 
ar  leas?  had  it  a  few  weeks 
before. 

Now  populate  it  nor  with 
two  interest  groups,  but  four: 
white  royalist  landowners 
(grand s  Manes);  poor  republi¬ 
can  Creoles  (perils  blancs): 


wealthy  but  disenfranchised 
mulaftoes:  and  a  black  slave 
majority  so  horrifically  treated 
that  20.000  Africans  had  to  be 
imported  every  year  just  to 
keep  the  population  constant. 

The  novel  fills  in  the  gaps 
left  in  historical  accounts  of 
the  slave  rebellion  which 
brought  Toussaim  L’Ouver- 
tun?  —  the  "Black  Napoleon" 
celebrated  in  one  of  Words¬ 
worth's  sonnets — to  power.  In 
the  novel,  the  rebellion  is 
instigated  by  the  grands 
bfancs  to  unify  the  Jacobin 
creoles  against  the  mulattos, 
whom  the  Revolution  has 
soughr  to  enfranchise,  thus 
forcing  them  into  an  anti- 
Jacobin  position  and  loyalty  to 
the  ancien  regime. 

Bell  handles  these  complex¬ 
ities  with  confidence,  operat¬ 
ing  manifold  narrative  voices 


and  seeking  to  understand  all 
sides.  But  his  concentration  on 
the  effect  of  class  and  race 
struggles  on  the  individual 
mates  this  novel  more  a 
human  than  a  political  drama. 

OUR  TWO  principal  conduc¬ 
tors  through  the  burning  cane 
fields  are  Antoine  Hebert,  an 
enlightened  French  doctor 
who  has  come  to  the  island  in 
search  of  his  sister,  and  a  freed 
slave  called  Riau  caught  up  in 
the  revolution. 

The  doctor  is  the  more 
successful  construction.  Perso¬ 
na  grata  on  all  sides,  and 
anachmnistically  liberal,  he 
operates  like  an  eveiyman. 
responding  on  our  behalf  to 
the  a  trod  ties  of  war. 

For  this  is  a  graphically 
gruesome  novel.  First  we  have 
the  iniquities  carried  out  by 


the  whites:  a  woman  eviscer¬ 
ates  her  pregnant  maid  with  a 
razor  because  she  has  dropped 
a  teapot;  the  very’  first  scene 
has  Hebert  coming  upon  the 
impromptu  crucifixion  of  a 
pregnant  mulatto.  The  slaves 
do  not  stint  in  their  revenge. 
White  babies  impaled  on  pikes 
become  their  standard  and 
men  are  hung  on  meat  hooks 
to  be  skinned  alive. 

As  LOuvenore  takes  con¬ 
trol.  however,  the  atrocities 
slow  down  and  ah  equilibrium 
is  temporarily  achieved.  We 
leave  Haiti  in  1793,  before  the 
worst  of  the.  carnage,  and 
there  are  suggestions  that  Beil 
intends  a  truogy:  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  is  true,  for 
white  same  in  America  have 
questioned  the  propriety  of  a 
white  American  appropriat¬ 
ing  the  voice  of  a  black  slave  to 


In  the 
zone  of 
zealous 
hearts 

An  intellectual  and  psy¬ 
chological  romp.  Deb¬ 
ra  Daley's  first  novel 
follows  the  lives  of  Nerida  and 
Alexis.  It  begins  with  their 
separate  sunny  New  Zealand 
childhoods,  though  the  glam¬ 
orous  pair  are  destined  to  meet 
and  faff  in  love.  Daley  creates 
an  acidic  sense  of  doom  which 
constantly  erodes  the  more 
saccharine  flavours  of  the  plot. 
Following  the  paradigm  “fam¬ 
ilies  —  they  screw  you  up”, 
Nerida  is  numbed  by  guilt 
about  her  mother's  death  and 
her  father’s  subsequent  disso¬ 
lution.  Alexis,  meanwhile,  in¬ 
tellectually  hot-housed  by  his 
adoring  parents,  grows  up  to 
be  the  perfect  narcissist.  Such 
are  the  obvious  legacies  of 
their  different  upbringings, 
but  the  detail  of  cause  and 
effect,  of  event  and  reaction  are 
now  to  be  played  out. 

As  young  adults,  they  land 
in  London,  where  Nerida 
drifts  into  a  successful  model¬ 
ling  career.  Drifting  is  her 
chief  characteristic.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  her  character  teeters  at 
the  edge  of  tedium,  but  is 
saved  by  the  suggestion  that 
she  is  heading  towards  a  more 
interesting  existence.  Alexis's 
life  is  altogether  more  turbu¬ 
lent.  While  a  student  his 
childhood  epilepsy  returns  to 
plague  and  bless  him,  bring¬ 
ing  the  gift  of  automatic  writ¬ 
ing.  The  brilliant  papers  on 
linguistics  that  result  launch 
his  academic  career,  the  letter 
'  Z  having  an  “intermittent 
influence"  and  triggering  at¬ 
tacks.  A  quote  from  Balzac’s  Z 
Marcos  resonates:  “Do  you 
not  disoem  in  that  letter  Z  an 
adverse  influence?  Does  it  not 
prefigure  the  wayward  and 
fantastic  progress  of  a  storm- 
tossed  life?" 

References  to  “the  strange 
letter  Z"  pile  up  like  red 

Tania  Rice 

•  THE  STRANGE 
LETTERZ 
By  Debra  Daley 
Bloomsbury.  £  I4.W 


herrings  in  a  thriller.  At  Cate- 
Zar  in  Paris.  Alexis  tells 
Nerida  of  his  obsession  with 
Zeu^en’s  work  NarZiss,  which 
inspires  her  to  seduce  him  in 
the  bade  of  a  cab.  Playful 
though  the  use  of  the  last 
chunk  of  the  dictionary  is.  it 
snacks  of  over-indulgence. 

The  description  of  sex  is 
erotically  detailed, 
though  proof,  perhaps, 
of  Kundera’s  theory  that  sex 
without  its  humorous  side  is 
banal.  Meringue,  however, 
may  loose  its  appeal  after 
Nerida  suggests  an  alternative 
use  for  egg  whites.  She  glides 
coolly  along  towards  self-fulfil¬ 
ment  taking  everything  in  her 
elegant  stride.  Alexis,  faced 
with  academic  rivalry  and 
Faustian  Temptation,  is 
gripped  by  a  sense  of  fraudu¬ 
lent:  the  grit  in  the  narcis¬ 
sist's  oyster.  Hoping  to 
alleviate  his  deteriorating  con¬ 
dition,  he  proposes  a  sojourn 
in  Mexico  where  the  novel 
reaches  its  exotic  climax. 

When  Alexis  exhorts  a  col¬ 
league  to  “make  something 
ordinary  strange"  he  might  be 
describing  Daley’s  forte.  But 
sometimes  the  narrative,  oth¬ 
erwise  lively  with  its  sliding 
changes  of  perspective,  is  cum¬ 
bersome  with  ideas.  Slough  off 
this  excess  and  there  is,  in  the 
dose  observation,  the  manipu¬ 
lation  of  plot  and  character,  a 
talented  new  writer  at  work. 
Typical  is  Daley's  delightfully 
ironic  description  of  buying 
provisions  “from  a  young 
woman  exercising  gloom  be¬ 
hind  the  counter  of  a  delicates¬ 
sen  in  Hampstead".  On  a 
larger  scale,  she  shows  great 
skill  in  her  portrayal  of  child¬ 
ren  as  invisibly  damaged: 
damage  adulthood  cannot 
cure,  but  only  allow  a 
resolution. 


The  Haitian  uprising,  1791 

sell  novels,  this  is  a  fascinating 
**!*«<*  .the  French  Revolu¬ 
tion  that  is  all  too  frequently 
ignored  in  the  romantic  excite- 
mem  generated  by  “far  far 

better"  things. 
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Roger  Scruton  on  a  writer’s  key  to  the  20th  century 

The  novelist  with 
quality  to  spare 


The  collapse  of  the 
Austro-Hungarian 
Empire  plunged  its 
literature  into  a  state  of 
mourning.  Josef  Roth,  Stefan 
Zweig  and  Hugo  von  Hof¬ 
mannsthal  have  left  unfor¬ 
gettable  elegies  to  the  culture 
which  produced  them:  but 
even  their  great  achieve¬ 
ments  pale  beside  the  novel 
which  Robert  Musi]  began 
in  1918  and  left  unfinished  at 
his  death  in  1942  77ie  Man 
without  Qualities  is  one  of 
the  longest  novels  in  exis¬ 
tence,  and  this  new  transla¬ 
tion,  including  much  of  the 
materia]  unpublished  at 
Musil's  death  and  many  of 
the  passages  from  his  note¬ 
books,  shows  not  that  Musil 
died  too  young  to  finish 
it  (he  was  at  work,  on  it 
for  more  than  20  years), 
but  that  it  has  no 
conceivable  ending.  Or 
rather,  there  is  only  one 
event  that  could  bring 
this  aimless  commo¬ 
tion.  set  in  the  Vienna 
of  1913.  to  an  end  —  and 
that  event  is  unthink¬ 
able.  All  the  characters 
sense  that  it  is  there, 
but  none  of  them  can 
conceive  it,  and  only 
the  reader  knows  that  it 
is  destined  to  shatter 
their  world  so  com¬ 
pletely  that  their  ac¬ 
tions,  in  retrospect,  will 
make  no  proper  sense. 

Ostensibly  the  plot 
concerns  a  crazy  scheme  — 
the  Parallel  or  Collateral 
Campaign,  conceived  by 
high  society  patriots  in  order 
to  revitalise  the  Austro-Hun¬ 
garian  monarchy.  In  fact, 
however,  there  is  no  plot 
Nothing  happens  besides 
meetings  —  some  devoted  to 
the  patriotic  cause,  some  Id 
the  reckless  human  relations 
which  grow  around  it  In  a 
notebook  Musil  wrote:  “The 
story  that  makes  up  this 
novel  amounts  to  this:  that 
the  story  that  was  supposed 
to  be  told  in  it  is  not  tola". 

In  other  words,  die  book, 
like  the  characters  described 
in  it.  avoids  the  unthinkable 
event  which  is  soon  to  de¬ 
stroy  "Kakania".  and  to 
threaten  the  soul  of  central 
Europe  —  the  soul  which 
achieved  its  highest  and 
most  despairing  self-con- 
sdousness  in  this  very  novel. 

Ulrich,  the  “man  without 
qualities"  in  feet  has  many 
qualities  —  but  only  fleeting- 
ly.  and  observed  with  such 
self-irony  that  they  do  not 


THE  MAN 
WITHOUT 
QUALITIES 
By  Robert  Musil 

Picador.  £ 40 


adhere  to  him.  He  is  a 
philosopher,  an  observer  of 
human  weakness,  and  an 
unscrupulous  seducer.  His 
dramatic  point  lies  not  in  his 
character  but  in  his 
thoughts,  expressed  with  a 
wonderful  gift  for  metaphor 
by  a  writer  who  rises  lo  the 
height  of  poetic  evocation 
just  when  he  is  being  most 
scientifically  exact. 

Ulrich’s  life  is  shaped  by 


Musil:  hinting  at  the  unthinkable 


his  admiration  for  his  cousin 
“Diotima”.  instigator-in- 
chief  of  the  patriotic  cam¬ 
paign.  by  his  lust  for  the 
nymphomaniac  “Bonadea", 
and  by  his  analytical  obses¬ 
sion  with  Clarisse,  the  bril¬ 
liantly  portrayed  schizoid 
wife  of  his  best  friend. 


I 


n  Part  III  of  the  novel, 
however,  all  this  reality 
is  set  aside,  and  Ulrich 
embarks  on  a  “mystical 
union"  with  his  sister 
Agathe,  in  which  love,  of  a 
kind,  hovers  on  the  verge  of 
carnal  embodiment,  and  the 
tragicomedy  of  Kakania 
sinks  into  the  background. 

Parallel  to  the  story  of 
Ulrich  is  that  of  the  sex- 
murderer  Moosbrugger. 
Moosbrugger  is  one  of  the 
great  creations  of  modem 
literature,  whose  mad 
thoughts  are  conveyed  with 
an  imagination  and  finesse 
worthy  of  Dostoyevsky.  He 
hears  a  girl  laughing  and 
“turns  around  quickly,  only 
to  look  into  a  face  as  immov¬ 


ably  round  as  a  hole  in  the 
ground  into  which  a  mouse 
has  just  slipped".  His  is  the 
only  glimpse  we  are  offered 
of  the  world  outside  the  salon 
and  the  study:  it  is  a  disor¬ 
dered  world,  in  which  Musil 
is  clearly  not  at  home,  yet  in 
which  for  that  very  reason  he 
takes  a  penetrating  interest. 

The  Man  without  Quali¬ 
ties  is  a  vehicle  for  its 
author's  philosophy,  for  his 
poetic  gift  and  for  his  powers 
or  observation.  It  is  a  book 
into  which  every  human 
feeling  is  invited,  only  to  be 
at  once  pinned  to  the  wall.  A 
terrible  coldness  wafts 
around  even  its  warmest 
evocations,  and  the  obses¬ 
sion  with  women  and  their 
sexuality  is  at  times 
unbearable  in  its  love¬ 
less  objectivity.  Never¬ 
theless.  whoever 
wishes  to  understand 
our  century  should 
read  this  novel,  which 
so  clearly  shows  the 
damage  done  to  human 
relations  by  the  habit  of 
seeing  them,  in  Musil's 
words,  “not  in  a  godless 
but  in  a  god-free  way”. 
Such  was  Musil's  way 
of  seeing  them:  and  it 
explains  the  otherwise 
inexcusable  nonsense 
of  a  mystical  union 
with  the  sister,  by 
which  he  sought  to 
escape  from  the  emo¬ 
tional  void  created  on 
every  side  by  his  searing 
powers  of  analysis. 

The  Man  without  Quali¬ 
ties  was  first  translated  by 
Eithne  Wilkins  and  Ernst 
Kaiser,  and  published  in 
1954.  in  an  edition  which 
leaves  out  the  entire 
Nachlass.  Sophie  Wilkins's 
version  is  equally  lively,  and 
on  the  whole  more  accurate. 
Both  versions  will  offend  the 
philosophical  reader,  by 
translating  “ das  Prinzip  des 
unzureicnenden  Gruades ", 
which  refers  to  Leibnfrs 
Principle  of  Sufficient  Rea¬ 
son,  as  “the  Principle  of 
Insufficient  Cause".  This 
shows  ignorance:  ir  also 
ruins  one  of  Musil's  most 
sustained  and  delightful  iro¬ 
nies.  Such  pedantries  apart. 

I  would  recommend  Sophie 
Wilkins's  translation  as  a 
conscientious  attempt  to  give 
to  the  English  reader  ariovd 
which  is  compared  "by  "the 
publisher,  with  only  slight 
exaggeration,  to  The  Re¬ 
membrance  of  Things  Past 
and  Ulysses. 


Daylight  and  magic 


Elizabeth  II  as  both  a  very  human  Queen  and  an  icon  of  Monarchy: 
a  set  of  commemorative  Coronation  stamps,  issued  on  June  3, 1953 


Andrew  Roberts  examines  a  well-balanced 
biography  of  the  Queen  and  finds  its  author 
as  judicious  as  she  is  honest  and  unflinching 


Wednesday  September  9. 

2015  will  be  £n  important 
day  in  the  life  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  11.  for  she  will 
then  have  reigned  longer  than  any 
other  British  monarch.  If  she  inherits 
her  mother’s  family's  longevity,  it  is  not 
impossible  for  a  nonagenarian  Eliza¬ 
beth  to  beat  Queen  Victoria’s  63  years, 
seven  months  and  two  days  record.  We 
must  hope  that  she  does,  and  Sarah 
Bradford's  book  goes  a  long  way 
towards  explaining  why. 

In  all  the  media  hysteria  which  has 
greeted  Elizabeth  —  or  at  least  this 
newspaper's  serialisation  of  it.  as  most 
of  its  critics  cannot  have  read  the  book 
itself  —  no  one  has  asked  about  its 
central  message.  It  is  simply  that  our 
present  Queen  is  the  most  honest, 
dutiful,  decent,  professional  and  genu¬ 
inely  Christian  monarch  ever  to  sit  on 
the  British  Throne. 

The  failings  of  some  of  Elizabeth  Li’s 
family  are  all  the  starker  in  contrast 
with  the  near-perfection  she  has 
brought  to  the  job.  Just  as  the  best 
human  brains  beat 
the  best  computers  ar 
chess,  we  have  a  very 
human  Queen  who 
does  the  job  better 
than  could  any  fully- 
programmed  robot. 

The  result  is  that 
throughout  all  the 
strains  of  post-1952 
Britain,  there  has  been  a  national  focus 
for  our  loyalty  and  dvic  unity,  a 
powerful  psychological  force  against 
social  and  political  fissure  which  is 
denied  to  republican  countries. 

Sarah  Bradford,  the  respected  biog¬ 
rapher  of  Disraeli.  George  VI  and 
Sacheverell  Sitwell,  writes  elegantly 
and  well.  The  snifly  description  of  her 
by  fhe  enthusiastically  non-academic* 
Editor  of  The  Spectator  as  “non- 
academic"  would  presumably  also 
exclude  his  favourite  historians  Gib¬ 
bon.  George  BuckJeand  Paul  Johnson. 
Witty  and  generous,  the  author  has 
nevertheless  been  deluged  with  con¬ 
tumely  for  this  honest  and  restrained 
book,  and  all  because  of  two  pages.  Sir 
Robert  Rhodes  James  even  denounced 
it  on  the  basis  of  precisely  two 
paragraphs,  and  under  a  headline 
fThe  Mid-life  Crisis  of  a  Writer")  so 
personally  insulting  and  unfair  !  am 
sure  he  would  not  condone  it 
The  reason  is  not  Bradford’s  re¬ 
search;  she  has  covered  all  the  sources 
open  to  her  and  interviewed  among 
others  the  Earls  of  Camavon  and 
Harewood.  Lords  Jenkins  and 
Charteris.  Ladies  Longford  and 
Mountbatten  and  the  late  Group 
Captain  Peter  Townsend.  It  is  rather 
because  she  has  applied  to  her  biogra¬ 
phy  of  the  head  of  state  the  same 
criteria  that  all  serious  modern  biogra¬ 
phers  have  for  decades  now  applied  to 
their  subjects.  She  has  said  that  private 
lives  do  matter  and  that  if  the  subject 


knows  her  husband  may  have  been 
unfaithful  it  should  be  included,  how¬ 
ever  tangentially.  Any  life  of  the  Queen 
which  ignored  it  entirely  would  have 
been  rightly  excoriated  by  the  review¬ 
ers,  and  Bradford  is  norhing  if  not 
professional. 

If  anything,  the  author  perhaps  errs 
too  much  on  the  side  of  discretion.  She 
does  not  mention  by  name  the  women 
with  whom  Prince  Philip  has  conduct¬ 
ed  “flirtations  and  relationships"  over 
the  last  half  century.  Compared  to 
what  she  must  have  heard  while 
writing  this  book.  Sarah  Bradford 
must  have  exercised  enormous  self¬ 
censorship.  and  has  brilliantly  drawn 
the  teeth  of  the  far  more  dangerous 
chequebook  journalist  extravaganza 
promised  by  Kitty  Kelley. 

The  Queen’s  more  tolerant  and 
wholly  upper-class  marital  mores  have 
allowed  her  to  rise  above  her  hus¬ 
band's  wanderings  and,  as  Bradford  is 
at  enormous  pains  to  point  out.  a 
blissfully  successful  marriage  has  re¬ 
sulted.  The  fact  that  every  so  often  his 
testosterone  may  ger 
the  better  ofhim  is  not 
something  Bradford 
particularly  dwells  on 
but  neither  is  it  some¬ 
thing  that  she  could 
conscientiously 
ignore. 

Far  from  emerging 
with  cuckold's  hom.x. 
the  Queen  portrayed  in  this  book  is 
victorious,  happy  and  glorious.  Sarah 
Bradford's  brave  and  nonesr  decision 
not  to  keep  her  readers  ignorant  about 
something  that  has  been  common 
London  society  gossip  for  half  a 
century  must  be  applauded. 

The  abuse  she  has  received  for 
making  money  out  of  the 
book's  serialisation  says  more 
about  the  culture  of  envy  in  the 
British  tabloid  press  than  it  does  about 
her.  Stockbrokers,  businessmen  and 
even  tabloid  editors  are  not  criticised 
for  wishing  to  maximise  profit  on  their 
products,  yet  the  moment  an  author 
looks  to  gain  from  a  book  which  might 
have  taken,  as  in  this  case,  four  years  to 
research  and  write,  they  are  treated 
with  disdain. 

Elizabeth  is  a  fine  biography,  but 
anyone  reading  it  for  sleaze  will  be 
hugely  disappointed.  The  author  is 
clearly  a  fervent  monarchist,  who 
along  with  John  Osborne,  Malcolm 
Muggeridge.  John  Grigg  and  others, 
has  correctly  perceived  that  the  true 
threat  to  the  monarchy  comes  not  from 
open  republicanism  but  from  post- 
Victorian.  inhumanly  high  expecta¬ 
tions,  fuelled  by  moronic  elements  in 
the  media. 

The  best  that  can  be  hoped  for.  apart 
from  a  quick  divorce  and  the  efficient 
sidelining  of  Princess  Diana,  is  that  rhe 
heroine  of  this  excellent  biography 
should  be  "long  to  reign  over  us.” 


ELIZABETH 
A  Biography  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen 
By  Sarah  Bradford 
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READING  anthologies  is  a  bit 
like  getting  drunk  on  a  series 
of  miniatures.  Still,  here  are 
some  strong  ones. 

Women's  Poetry  of  the 
1930s  [Routledge.  £35  or  £8.99 
paperback )  aims  to  destroy  the 
myth  that  all  the  poets  of  the 
“Auden  Generation"  were 
men.  Twenty  women  poets  of 
the  inter-war  years  are  repre¬ 
sented  separately.  though  rwo 
of  the  most  interesting  (Laura 
Riding  and  Kathleen  Raine) 
refusal  to  allow  their  work  to 
be  included  in  a  gender-based 
compilation.  Stevie  Smith. 
Anne  Ridler  and  Ruth  Pitter 
seem  the  most  distinctive 
voices  here  —  but  then  each  of 
these  writers  was  primarily  a 
poet,  where  some  of  the  rest 
wrote  verse  only  as  a  side-line 
Editor  Jane  Dawson  makes  a 
sound  critical  case  that  none  of 


A  black 
box  of 
dystopic 
trifles 

Journalism  has  a  nasiy 
habit  of  disappearing  into 
the  ether  or,  slightly  bet¬ 
ter,  to  the  bottom  of  the  guinea 
{tig  cage.  Only  a  minuscule 
percentage  finds  a  good 
enough  excuse  to  be  recycled 
in  onthological  form.  This 
co  Deed  cm’s  is  that  it  is  by 
J.  G.  Ballard,  who  has  roped 
in  a  lot  of  old  pieces  under  a 
banner  title  that  works  over¬ 
time  to  justify  their  resuscita¬ 
tion. 

A  User's  Guide  to  the  Mil¬ 
lennium  includes  Ballard's 
pens$es  on  Mae  West.  Winnie 
the  Pooh  and  Coca-Cola 
which.  Ear  from  getting  you 
through  la  the  new  millenni¬ 
um.  do  no  more  than  fill  an 
idle  minute  the  way  ordinary 
journalism  docs.  Bui  the  bulk 
of  the  stuff,  much  of  it  book 
reviews,  is  on  Ballard's  more 
familiar  territory,  covering 
subjection  which  he  will  have 
held  firm'opiruons  tong  before 

she  literary  ediiorseUiim  his 
task:  pieces  about  the  future 
(ns  past,  present  and  future), 
space  , 'outer  and  inner),  sti- 


Happily  ransacking  the 


her  inclusions  deserves  to  be 
ignored,  and  her  notes  of 
introduction  are  exemplary.  I 
doubt  if  this  volume  by  itself 
wjjl  cause  a  re-drawing  of  the 
map  of  fame,  bur  students  and 
scholars  alike  should  find  it  a 
useful  resource. 

Poems  on  the  Under¬ 
ground  [Cassell.  £ 6.95  paper¬ 
back)  collects  162  poems  that 
have  been  soothing  or  annoy¬ 
ing  commuters  for  the  past  ten 
years.  A  wide  range  of  writers 
is  represented  —  from  Shake¬ 
speare  to  Dorothy  Parker,  the 
latter  by  her  quatrain  The 
Flaw  in  Paganism;  “Drink 


and  dance  and  laugh  and  fie./ 
Love,  the  reeling  midnight 
through./  For  tomorrow  we 
shall  die!/  (But.  alas,  we  never 
do.)" 

The  editors  report  that  when 
this  poem  first  appeared  on 
the  Tube,  they  received  a 
phone  call  from  a  vicar  asking 
permission  to  reprint  it  in  the 
Church  Times,  which  would 
doubtless  have  amused  the 
author.  These  editors  (Gerard 
Benson.  Judith  Chemaflc 
Cicely  Herbert)  merit  praise  in 
that  high  and  low  nearly  all 
their  choices  are  inspired. 
Compulsive  readers  with  an 
aversion  to  adverts  for  temps 
are  forever  in  their  debt. 

I  think  it  was  Camille  Paglia 


who  said  that  poetry  is  the 
connecting  link  between  body 
and  mind;  m  which  case  she 
might  enjoy  Christopher 
Hurford's  anthology.  Erotic 
Verse  ( Robinson .  £5.99  paper¬ 
back).  Splendidly  rude,  this 
runs  from  Chaucer  to  Thom 
Gunn,  and  finds  room  for 
Eskimo  Nell  as  well  as  Christi¬ 
na  Rossetti.  Nice  to  see  a  slice 
of  the  pseud o-Byronic  Don 
Leon  included,  even  if  the 
editor  ascribes  it  to  Anon 
when  G.  Wilson  Knight 
proved  40  years  ago  that  it  is 
by  George  Colman  the  Youn¬ 
ger.  An  unusual  item  is 
W.  H.  Auden's  uncollected 
The  Platonic  Blow,  which  he 
seems  to  have  written  as  a 


ence.  fiction,  science  fic¬ 
tion,  Shanghai.  Shepper-  _ 
ton.  And  so  on  into  an  • 
infinite  variety  of  loosely 
linked  obsessions. 

In  30  years  of  being 
invited  to  write  about  the 
moon  landings  and 
“whilher-ihe-sci-fi  novel?"  - 
(about  which,  surely,  few¬ 
er  people  care  than  he  imagi¬ 
nes)  he  couldn't  possibly  get 
away  with  not  repeating  ideas 
and  phrases. 

The  infamous  photo  of  the 
napalmed  Vietnamese  girl 


Jasper  Rees 


A  USER’S  GUIDE  TO  THE 
MILLENNIUM 
Essays  and  Reviews 
ByJ.  G.  Ballard 
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obsesses  him.  He  is  fond  of 
suggesting  that  Neil  Arm¬ 
strong  is  the  century's  most 
significant,  and  vet  most  for¬ 
gotten  icon.  And  does  he  ever 
go  on  about  the  supremacy  of 


William  Burroughs's  The 
_  Naked  Lunch. 

At  least  his  repetitions 
have  a  mighty  breadth.  If 
any  modem  thinker  can 
claim  to  have  a  foot  in 
both  of  Cyril  Connolly's 
cultures,  then  it  is 
=  Ballard.  You  sense  that  he 
proudly,  even  ruthlessly 
patrols  the  patch.  There's  a 
cruel  swipe  at  Jonathan 
Miller,  one  of  his  fellow  nvo- 
cuitu re- vultures  who,  he  says, 
"brilliantly  mimics  originali¬ 
ty".  Ballard's  own  originality 


poetic  mini-bar 


porno  exercise  parodying  the 
cloned  metres  employed  in  the 
Arthurian  poems  of  his  “saint¬ 
ly"  friend  Charles  Williams 
(curious  how  these  metres  suit 
carnal  matters  better  than 
they  match  their  original  tran¬ 
scendental  purpose). 

My  one  criticism  would  be 
that  there  are  more  vigorously 
colloquial  versions  of  Catullus 
by  C.  H.  Sisson  than  the  ones 
favoured  here.  The  real  test  of 
a  book  like  (his.  though,  is  the 
strength  of  its  obscenities  by 
Anon"  —  and  here  Hurford 
comes  up  trumps,  with  all  the 
stuff  you  would  expea  (such  as 
a  complete  text  of  The  Good 
Ship  Venus)  as  well  as  a  few 
limericks  new'  at  least  to  me: 


is  partly  a  case  of  going  to  odd 
sources  for  inspiration.  The 
ten  favourite  books  he  lists  in 
1992  include  the  LA  Yellow 
Pages  and  also  The  Black  Box, 
a  collection  of  cockpit  voice- 
recorder  transcripis. 

These  are  examples  of  what 
he  calls  invisible  literatures: 
faxes,  e-mail,  press  releases, 
“obscure  genre  fictions 
wrapped  in  metallised  jackets 
that  we  scarcely  notice  on  our 
way  to  the  duty-free  shop".  He 
even  reviews  a  piece  of  invisi¬ 
ble  literature:  How  To  Achieve 
Sexual  Ecstasy,  in  which, 
making  one  of  his  trademark 
predictions  about  the  dystopia 
in  which  our  descendants  will 
live,  he  imagines  a  near  future 
in  which  “sex  does  not  exist, 
only  eroticism". 


"A  remarkable  tribe  are  the 
Sweenies./  Renowned  for  the 
length  of  their  penes./  The 
hair  on  their  balls/  Sweeps  the 
floors  of  their  halls,/  But  they 
don't  care  for  women,  the 
meanies." 

No  Sweenies  or  meanies  but 
lots  of  Seamus  Heaney  in 
Patrick  Crorty's  Modern  Irish 
Poetry  [Blackstaff  Press. 


£14.99  paperback).  Some  of 
the  results  are  too  rich  even  for 
putting  on  the  roses,  but  of  the 
variety  and  abundance  of 
contemporary  Irish  verse  this 
excellent  anthology  leaves  no 
doubt.  Women's  poetry  is 
strongly  represented  by. 
among  others.  Eavan  Boland 
and  Medbh  McGuckian.  as 
well  as  by  the  liveliest  of  the 
Irish-Ianguage  poets.  Nuala 
Ni  Dhomhnaill. 


Robert  Nye 


George  stubs  out 

his  cigarette  and  makes  a 

kind  of  snorting  noise  in  his  throat  and  settles 
back  into  his  chair  to  watch  Bunty  making  his 
cup  of  tea  (well,  this  is  1959).  He  clears  his 
throat  and  spits  into  his  handkerchief  just  as 
Bunty  puts  the  cup  and  saucer  in  front  of  him 
with  a  glazed  expression  on  her  face.  This  is 
the  expression  she  wears  when  she  picks  up 
George's  socks,  handkerchiefs  and  underpants 


SATURDAY 

BOOKS 


Edwina  Currie’s 
latest  political 
blockbuster;  Joanna 
Trollope  salutes  her 
publisher  and 
Andrew  Knight  on 
the  rise  and  rise  ot 
Conrad  Black 


Sometimes  his  apercus- 
for-hire  are  provoking 
solely  for  their  wrong¬ 
headedness.  "London  needs  to 
become  as  decadent  as  Wei¬ 
mar  Berlin",  he  tells  the  read¬ 
ers  of  Time  Out.  Apparently  it 
would  improve  with  more 
brothels  and  pom  parlours. 
How  about  its  own  local 
government?  These  reviews 
and  essays  are  themselves  a 
form  of  invisible  literature, 
and  despite  repetitions,  well 
worth  hoiking  into  our  sight- 
line.  Ballard  envisages  a 
funire  in  which  “anthologies 
of  20th-century  inter-officc 
memos  may  be  as  treasured  as 
the  correspondence  nf  Virginia 
Woolf  and  T.  S.  Eliot".  Anthol¬ 
ogies  ain't  going  to  be  what 
they  are  now. 


(wearing  rubber  gloves)  and  drops  them  into 
a  bucket  of  Dettol  to  soak  before  they  are 
allowed  to  join  the  rest  of  our  barely-sullied 
washing  in  the  English  Electric. 

Congratulations 

from  Behind  the  Scenes  at  the  Museum  .  . 

by  Kate  Atkinson  t0  Kate  AtkinSOn, 

Published  by  Black  Swan  @  £6.99  Winner  of  the 

1995  Whitbread 
Book  of  the  Year 

Celebrating  the  best 
contemporary 
English  literature 
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Granada 
to  raise 
Forte 
prices 

By  David  Churchill 


THE  Granada  Group  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  lead  a  rush  by  British 
hoteliers  to  raise  hotel  prires 
alter  iis  successful  £3.8  billion 
takeover  of  Forte  on  Tuesday. 

Granada  is  understood  to 
be  planning  to  push  up  rates 
by  up  to  10  per  cent  at  the 
Forte  hotels  it  acquired,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Travelodge  and 
Posthouse  chains,  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  strong  demand 
for  rooms. 

Industry  sources  suggest 
that  Granada  may  increase 
the  standard  rate  of  E34.50  at 
the  120  Trave lodges  it  has 
acquired  by  between  £3  and  £4 
a  night,  leapfrogging  the 
£35.50  a  night  that  Whitbread 
charges  in  its  Travel  Inn  chain 
of  hotels. 

Whitbread  had  hoped  to 
buy  Forte's  Travelodges  For  £1 
billion  if  the  Forte  family  had 
been  able  to  successfully  de¬ 
fend  against  the  bid  for  their 
group.  Whitbread  may  now 
take  the  opportunity  to  bolster 
its  profit  margins  by  matching 
any  new  Travelodge  price 
increases. 

Granada's  plans  to  raise 
prices  are  being  followed  by 
other  hotel  chains  around 
Britain,  according  to  Borge 
Eligaanl  American  Express 
vice-president  for  its  hotel 
relations  group.  He  said:  “The 
top  hotels  in  London  have 
already  made  it  dear  that 
rates  will  go  up  by  between  5 
and  10  per  cent  this  year,  and 
in  some  cases  a  little  more,  as 
a  result  of  the  very  high 
demand." 

Mark  Phillips,  a  senior  con¬ 
sultant  for  Horwach.  a  hotel 
consultancy,  described  Lon¬ 
don  hotel  prices  as  “racing 
ahead"  this  year.  But  he  said 
that  the  picture  was  not  as 
strong  in  the  regions. 

“We  expect  hotels  in  the 
major  regional  cities  to  try  to 
follow  London  and  put  up 


rates  this  year,  probably  by 
about  5  per  cent  or  so."he  said. 
“But  outside  the  urban  areas  it 
is  still  pretty  tough  far  hote¬ 
liers.  About  threw]uaners  of 
the  UK  hotel  stock  is  in 
regional  towns  or  on  the  edge 
of  big  cities  and  they  will  have 
little  scope  to  push  up  prices 
this  year." 

Stakis.  the  Scottish-based 
hotel  group,  has  said  it  is 
likely  to  seek  increases  of  up  to 
5  per  cent  this  year  as  a  result 
of  higher  demand  for  its 
regional  dry  hotels. 

But  Am  ex's  Mr  Ellgaard 
says  he  has  already  detected 
signs  this  month  that  some 
companies  are  resisting  pay¬ 
ing  the  higher  prices  being 
charged  by  London  hotels. 
“There  is  a  little  price  resis¬ 
tance  dearly  being  detected  by 
our  staff."  he  reported. 

Am  ex  has  a  special  hotel¬ 
booking  centre  far  its  corpo¬ 
rate  clients  which  is  aimed  at 
securing  lowest  prices.  Next 
month  it  plans  to  publish  a 
UK  guide  to  more  than  600 
business  hotels  at  which.  Mr 
Ellgaard  claims.  Amex  can 
negotiate  rates  some  40  per 
cent  below  published  prices. 

Hotel  industry  experts, 
however,  believe  that  Grana¬ 
da’s  plans  to  sell  Forte's 
Meridien  business  hotels  and 
luxury  Exdusive  hotels,  such 
as  the  Hyde  Park  Hotel  in 
London  and  George  V  in 
Paris,  may  distort  the  market. 
New  owners  of  these  hotels 
are  likely  to  want  to  raise 
prices  even  further  to  recover 
their  costs  of  acquisition. 

But  HorwathS  Mr  Phillips 
said:  “We  could  be  at  the  top  of 
the  business  cycle  far  hotel 
demand  this  year."  This  oould 
make  it  more  difficult  for 
Granada  to  secure  the  best 
prices  for  the  Forte  Luxury 
hotels  and  its  stake  in  the 
Savoy  Group. 


The  IsraekJordan  accord  will  allow  Eilat  to  expand  along  the  coast  towards  the  border 


Eilat-Aqaba  resort  agreed 

From  Rachael  Jolley  in  Israel 


THE  leaders  of  Israel  and 
Jordan  have  signed  an  histor¬ 
ic  treaty  to  create  a  holiday 
resort  on  the  Gulf  of  Aqaba 
which  would  Unk  the  Israeli 
town  of  Eilat  with  the  Jorda¬ 
nian  town  of  Aqaba. 

Shimon  Peres,  the  Israeli 
Prime  Minister,  and  Crown 
Prince  Hassan  of  Jordan  last 
week  agreed  a  blueprint  for 
the  region's  tourism,  and 
signed  the  Eilat-Aqaba  accord 
in  Aqaba  before  sailing  to 
Eflat.  five  kilometres  away,  to 
celebrate  their  plans.  The 
agreement  comes  after  the 
peace  treaty  signed  between 
the  two  countries  more  than  a 
year  ago. 

Within  a  few  weeks,  it  is 
hoped,  the  two  cities  will  be 
linked  by  regular  bus  and 


boat  services  and  an  airport 
serving  both  cities  is  to  be 
built  within  five  years.  Up  to 
now  the  expansion  of  the 
Israeli  resort  has  not  been 
possible  because  of  the  ten¬ 
sion  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries.  which  has  prevented 
hotels  being  built  close  to  die 
border.  Now.  hotels,  restau¬ 
rants  and  tourist  facilities  are 
to  be  built  along  the  Eilat 
coastline  and  a  similar 
growth  is  expected  in  Aqaba. 

Dov  Shart  the  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  director  of  regional 
co-operation  and  a  member  of 
the  Eilat-Aqaba.  development 
committee,  says  the  agree¬ 
ment  will  make  it  much  easier 
for  tourists  to  book  holidays 
to  both  Jordan  and  Israel 
Visa  restrictions  are  to  be 


eased,  so  speeding  up  the 
border  crossing. 

He  says  “We  are  now 
entering  a  new  era.  We  are 
going  to  co-operate  and  it  will 
be  of  benefit  to  aH"  The  new 
airport  mil  be  about  12 
kilometres  burn  Eilat,  proba¬ 
bly  on  Jordanian  territory.  At 
the  moment,  all  flights  from 
the  UK  arrive  at  Ovda.  a 
former  military  airbase,  and 
die  new  location  will  be  30 
minutes  nearer  the  resorts. 

Mr  Sharf  predicted  that 
Egypt  would  also  sign  a 
similar  agreement  so  joining 
in  with  Israel  and  Jordan’s 
tourism  venture,  and  allow¬ 
ing  visitors  easy  access  be¬ 
tween  the  three  countries,  all 
within  a  30-minute  drive  of 
each  other  along  the  coast 


Cliveden 
wins  world 


Take  a  trek  for  children 

By  Martin  Symington 


rating 

By  Tony  Dawe 

CLIVEDEN,  the  historic 
house  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames  in  Berkshire,  has 
been  rated  the  third  best  hotel 
in  the  world  by  readers  of  the 
American  travel  magazine, 
Conde  Nast  Traveler. 

It  is  one  of  24  British 
properties  —  more  than  any 
other  European  country  — 
that  made  the  “gold  list"  of  the 
world's  500  best  hotels  and 
cruise  lines. 

Readers  praised  Cliveden's 
“fine  panelling  that  goes  on 
forever",  the  "excellent  French 
food”,  the  “splendid  period 
pieces"  in  the  rooms.  They 
described  the  grounds  and 
topiary  as  “second  fa  none". 

The'  hotel  scored  96.4  per 
cent  in  the  survey  of  33.000 
readers  and  finished  behind 
the  Four  Seasons  Resort,  Bali, 
and  the  Four  Seasons  Hotel 
Milan.  London's  Four  Sea¬ 
sons  Hotel  achieved  the  sec¬ 
ond-best  rating  in  Britain  and 
was  praised  far  its  luxurious 
decor  and  excellent  cuisine. 

Garidge's.  the  Savoy  and 
Ritz  hotels  in  London,  and  the 
Royal  Crescent  in  Bath  and 
Chewton  Glen.  Hampshire, 
scored  well,  as  did  Llangoed 
Half  in  Wales,  described  as  “a 
lovely  country  house  in  the 
spectacular  Wye  Valley". 


TWO  NEW  opportunities 
have  arisen  for  intrepid  travel¬ 
lers  this  summer,  both  spon¬ 
sored  for  the  benefit  of 
children’s  charities. 

The  Friends  of  Russian 
Children  (FORG)  is  orga¬ 
nising  a  450-mile  cycle  ride 
from  Nogorod.  near  St  Peters¬ 
burg.  to  Moscow.  It  is  appeal¬ 
ing  for  100  volunteers  far  the 
ten-day  ride  between  June  20 
and  30.  Accommodation  is  a 
mixture  of  camping  and  bud¬ 
get  hotels. 

Each  participant  will  be 
required  to  raise  a  minimum 
of  £1,000  for  a  project  to 
improve  conditions  at  a  Mos¬ 


cow  children's  hospital  bums 
unit.  A  further  £1,000  may 
also  be  raised  by  sponsorship 
to  cover  the  full  cost  of  the 
journey.  One  of  the  first  to  sign 
up  has  been  Carol  Thatcher. 
Phone  0171-720  9219  for 
details. 

Another  100  are  being 
sought  by  the  National  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  {NSPCq.  It  has 
linked  up  with  the  Africa 
specialist  tour  operator  Gane 
and  Marshall  to  organise  a 
six-day  hike  across  the  Great 
Rift  Valley  in  Tanzania,  led  by 
nomadic  Masai  tribesmen 
with  camping  en  route. 


The  trip,  from  July  29  to 
August  11,  is  completed  with  a 
safari  drive  through  the  re¬ 
gion’s  national  parks,  staying 
in  lodges.  It  takes  in  the 
Serengeti.  Ngorongoro  Crater 
and  the  bird-watchers'  Eden. 
Lake  Manyara. 

The  .cost  per  person  is 
£1.995.  of  which  £500  will  go 
directly  to  the  NSPCC.  A 
further  £50  for  each  walker 
will  be  dona  ted  to  a  Tanzanian 
children's  charity.  Each  par¬ 
ticipant  is  also  asked  to  raise 
an  additional  minimum  of 
£250  through  sponsorship. 
Contact  Gane  and  Marshall 
on  0181-441  9592. 


Rhinos  in  Tanzania,  one  of  the  sights  awaiting  100  volunteers  hiking  for  the  NSPCC 


Lisbon  &  Porto 


from 


return 

with  2  nights  free 
accommodation  in  3  star  hotel* 
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Room  service?  Send 
up  a  bicycle,  please 

By  Quentin  Letts 


AMERICAN  hotels  are  offer¬ 
ing  a  new  room  service  facility 
alongside  the  customary  shoe- 
shine,  laundry  and  midnight 
sandwich  platters.  Guests  ran 
now  ring  down  for  an  exercise 
bicycle. 

The  innovation  reflects  not 
only  the  keep-fit  fad.  but  also  a 
growing  reluctance  among 
some  people  to  use  hotel 
gymnasiums.  Women  are  said 
to  fear  late-night  trips  to  the 
exercise  suite,  which  may  of¬ 
ten  be  in  the  basement.  For 
portly  businessmen  there  is 
the  embarrassment  factor  of 
sweatily  conducting  one's 
physical  jerks  in  the  company 
of  a  more  svelte  male. 

A  number  of  hotels  have 
therefore  introduced  room- 
service  treadmills,  step-up  ma¬ 
chines  and  exercise  ’  bikes. 


They  add  as  much  as  $30  to 
the  "bill,  but  Elisa  Ross,  of  the 
Ritz-Cariton  in  Aspen,  Colora¬ 
do,  said  that  guests  are  happy 
to  pay.  The  minimalist 
Roj  alion  Hotel  in  New  York, 
popular  with  rock  stars,  has 
gone  further,  introducing 
rooms  which  have  small  exer¬ 
cise  units  en  suite.  Celebrities 
welcome  the  chance  to  do  their 
fitness  routines  away  from 
prying  eyes,  said  the  hotel’s 
manager,  Keith  Space. 

Brian  Davidson,  a  director 
at  Lifecycles,  which  makes  the 
fold-up  exercise  machines, 
said  that  demand  had 
blossomed  in  the  last  year. 
The  Hilton  and  Marriott 
chains  are  testing  the  devices, 
and  they  have  been  introduced 
at  some  lower  budget  chains 
such  as  Days  fnn. 


Thomson 
turns  to 
Ireland 

THOMSON  is  to  sell  package 
holidays  in  Ireland  —  its  first 
foray  into  the  potentially  lu¬ 
crative  market,  Harvey  Elliott 
writes.  The  company  hopes  to 
persuade  the  Irish  to  buy  at 
least  40,000  packages  to  the 
traditional  resorts  of  the  Medi¬ 
terranean.  the  Canary  Islands 
and  Florida  for  this  summer. 

Steve  Alien,  commercial  di¬ 
rector.  says  at  least  350.000 
summer  packages  are  now 
sold  in  Ireland  and  that  this  is 
likely  to  increase  to  400,000, 
Budget  and  Falcon  account  for 
80  per  cent  of  sales,  and 
Thomson  believes  it  can  com¬ 
pete  on  price  and  quality. 

Thomson  will  watch  the 
development  of  the  new  opera¬ 
tion  carefully;  if  successful,  it 
could  eventually  expand  to 
other  European  countries. 
“The  Ireland  operation  has  the 
distinct  advantage  that  every¬ 
one  speaks  English,"  Mr  Allen 
says.  “Although  the  Irish  do 
have  certain  preferences  and 
do  some  things  differently  to 
our  British  customers,  basical¬ 
ly  they  are  looking  for  the 
same  sort  of  holiday.'’ 

Striking  gold 

Forte  Hotels  scored  an  ironic 
victory  when  it  was  named  as 
both  the  UK  and  Europe's 
leading  hotel  group  in  the 
Trawl  Weekly  Golden  Globe? 
Awards  on  Tuesday.  The  pre¬ 
sentation  at  the  Grosvenor 
House  Hotel,  in  London,  came 
only  hours  after  Forte  lost  its 
takeover  battle  with  Granada. 
Jackie  Kemaghan.  Forte  sales 
and  marketing  director,  des¬ 
cribed  the  award  as  the  “end 
of  an  era. "  Thomson  Holidays 
scooped  the  awards,  winning 
five  Golden  Globes  including 
the  premier  award  for  the  Best 
Travel  Company  of  the  Year. 


WEEKEND 

TRAVEL 


Travel  the  world 
again  in  Weekend 
on  Saturday 

See  the  face  of 
Queen  Nefertari 
Swap  homes  and 
see  the  world 
Shakespeare  in 
Barbados 
Inter-rail  through 
Europe 

University  dties 


FOR  those  who  would  like  to 
plan  something  a  little  more 
original  than  a  rose  and  a 
card  far  their  laved  ones  an 
Valentine's  Day,  The  Times 
offers  a  selection  of  holidays 
and  hotel  stays  specialty  de¬ 
signed  for  romantics: 

□A  DAY  trip  to  Venice  on 
February  14.  including  a 
guided  four  of  theefty  by 
water  taxi,  is  available  from 
Lurtn  Poly  for  £238  per 
couple.  The  company  is  also 
offering  a  two-night  break  in 
York  on  February  14  and  15 
for  £114  per  couple  and  has 
weekend  breaks  available 
from  February  16  in  Amster¬ 
dam,  Paris  and  New  York  for 
those  who  cannot  get  away 
on  the  day  itself.  Details: 
,01203  225888.  . 

□  FOUR  nights,  including 
February  14,  for  the  price  of 
three  at  the  seductive  5-star 
Hotel  Eden  in  Rome  is  being 
offered  tty  Qfalia.  Prices,' 


including  return  scheduled 
flights, .  breakfast,  flowers 
and  fruit  in  your  room,  start 
at  £538  per  person.  Details: 
0181-6865533. 

□  VALENTINE'S  Day  at  the 
Venice  Carnival  forms  part  of 
a  throe-night  break  offered 
by  Crystal  Italy  in  the  cen¬ 
trally  located  3-star  Hotel 
BonvecchiatL  Price:  £331  per 
person.  Details:  0181-390 
5554, 

□  THE  chance  to  cuddle  up 
to  your  partner  for  the  night 
of  February  14  in  a  two- 
person  tent  against  a  back¬ 
ground  of  Everest  is  offered 
as  part  of  a  17-day  adventure 
holkfay  frbrii  Explore  World¬ 
wide.  Departing  from  Lon¬ 
don  on  February  9.  the 
holiday  indudes  sightseeing, 
trekking  and  some  hotel  ac¬ 
commodation.  Price:  £1315 


per  person.  Details:  01252 
319448.. 

□  SKIING  through  the  gen¬ 
tle  wooded  hills  of  central 
France  on  Valentine’s  Day 
with  a  candlelit  gastronomic 
dinner  to  follow  is  the  sugges¬ 
tion  of  Headwater  Holidays. 
Departing  on  February  10. 
the  week’s  holiday  in 
Paiiherois,  costs  £492  per 
person  including  full  board 
and  Nordic  ski  jade.  Details: 
0160648699. 

□  BARGAIN  holidays  to  in¬ 
dude  Valentine's  Day  on  the 
island  of  Cyprus,  birthplace 
of  Aphrodite,  the  "goddess  of 
love",  are  available  from 
Cyplon  Holidays.  Prices  for  a 
week,  including  flights,  at  the 
5-star  Coral  Beach  Hotel 
Start  at  £290  per  person,  less 
than  half  the  peak  season 
price.  A  week  at  the  5-star 
Paphos  Amathus  Beach  Ho¬ 
tel  costs  £390.  Details:  0181- 
340  7612. 


CREATE  a  new  man  is  the 
theme  of  Inter-Continental 
Hotels'  programme  bang 
launched  on  Sr  Valentine’s 
Day  and  lasting  throughout 
1996.  The  programme,  for 
men  only,  indudes  a  Rolls- 
Royce  transfer  to  Harvey 
Nichols  store  in  Knights- 
bridge  for  a  facial,  manicure 
and  haircut  before  having  a 
meeting  with  a  personal  im¬ 
age  and  presentation  consul¬ 
tant.  Accommodation  is  in 
one  of  the  drain’s  top  suites  at 
its  four  hotels  in  London, 
along  with  dinner  for  two 
and  a  bouquet  of  red  roses  for 
the  man.  Prices  start  at  £810 
per  couple  at  the  Forum 
Hotel  and  go  up  to  S2J5Q0  at 
the  Inter-Continental  on 
Hyde  Park  Corner.  Details: 
0181-8472277. 

□  THE  Stoke-cn-Trent  Moat 
House  is  celebrating.  St  Val¬ 
entine's  on  Friday.  February 
16  with  a  two-night  package, 
dinner-dance,  red  roses  and 
full  English  breakfast  for 
£92.95  per  person.  Details: 
01782609988. 

□  THE  Hotel  de  CriUon  in 


.  Paris  has  a  special  “romanc¬ 
ing  the  Crillon"  package 
pneed  at  Fr3,900  (£513)  per 
couple  per  night  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  champagne  break¬ 
fast,  flowers  iii  a  de  luxe 
room  and  a  gift  of  a  Baccarat 
crystal  heart  Details:  00  33 
144711501. 

.  □  CHAMPAGNE  and  a  doz-. 
en  red  roses  are  on  offer  from 
the  Ritz  Hold,  London,  on 
Valentine’s  night,  along  with 
a  continental  "breakfast  the-  -v 
next  morning.  One  night's 
accorhmodatian  Is  £225  plus 
VAT  for  two  while  a  cham¬ 
pagne  dinner  dance  in  the 
hotel’s  Louis  XVI  restaurant 
costs  another  £125  per  per¬ 
son.  Details:  0171-493  3181. 

□  STAY  at  the  Runnymede 
Hotel  on  the  banks  of  the 
River  Thames  dose  to  Wind¬ 
sor  and  enjoy  not  only  a 
special  dinner  at  £2250  per 
person  bur  also  an  extensive 
range  of  health  and  beauty 
treatments  at  the  hotel's  spa, 
including  a  back,  neck  and 


shoulder  massage  and  mini 
facial  for  £36.  Details:  01784 
436171. 

□  PROPOSE  to  your  loved 
one  on  February  14  at 
Bidlochs  restaurant  at  the 
Athenaeum  hotel  in  London 
and,  if  accepted,  your  wed¬ 
ding  night  can  be  spent  free 
in  the  hotel  Die  special 
dinner  costs  £40  pa  person, 
including  a  glass  of  pink 
champagne-  Details:  0171- 
499  3464. 

□  CANNI2ARO  House,  a 
Georgian  mansion  set  on 
Wimbledon  Common,  has  a 
special  five-course  meal  on 
Valentine's  night  for  £39.75 
with  overnight  accommoda¬ 
tion  at  £59  per  person  includ¬ 
ing  breakfast  Details:  0181- 
8791464.  • 

□  A  ROMANTIC  dinner 
dance  is  being  held  at  the 
Waldorf  Hotel  in  London  on 
February  .14,  at  £65  per 
person  along  with  a  prize 
draw  to  win  a  weekend  for 
two  in  Paris,  travelling  by 
Eurostar.  Details:  0171-836 
2400. 


BRITISH  AIRWAYS  latest 
World  Offers  programme  is 
now  on  sale.  Return  fares 
include  Cologne  for  £79. 
Frankfurt  £104.  Madrid  £96, 
Paris  £69  and  Venice  £118. 
Details:  0181-897  4000. 

□  AIR  UK’S  riposte  is  a  new 
range  of  saver  fares,  includ¬ 
ing  Copenhagen  £149.  Ham¬ 
burg  £108.  Milan  £129. 
Munich  020.  Nice  £96.  Flor¬ 
ence  £149  and  Zurich  £129. 
Details:  0345  666777. 

□  TWO  passengers  bound 
for  South-East  Asia  can  fly  in 
business-class  comfort  for 
half  price.  Bridge  The  World 
Travel  has  a  companion  fare 
of  0,137  return  per  person  for 
round-trip  business  flights 
with  Malaysia  Airlines  be¬ 


tween  London  and  Kuala 
Lumpur  or  Singapore.  Both 
Asian  cities  make  ideal  jump¬ 
ing  off  points  for  other  desti¬ 
nations  in  that  region. 
Details:  0171-485  5868. 

□  EASYJET  brings  its  no- 
frills  fares  to  the  Loton- 
Aberdeen  route  from 
tomorrow.  The  airline  will 
sell  all  seats  at  £29  oneway 
during  the  initial  one-week 
period.  Details:  01592  445566. 

□  AMERICAN  AIRLINES  • 
is  offering  a  40,000-mfle 
bonus  fox  frequent-flyer 
members  booking  first  or 
business  class,  round-trip 
transatlantic  flights.  Details: 
0345567567.  . 

□  BUSINESS  class  passen¬ 


gers  flying  ANA  to  Japan 
qualify  for  benefits  worth 
several  hundred  pounds. 
These  indude  a  night's  free 
five-star  accommodation  in 
Tokyo  and  chauffeur-driven 
cars  to  and  from  Heath row. 
Details:  0171-355 1155. 

□  BA  Executive  Chib  mem¬ 
bers  will  get  triple  air  miles 
when  booking  full-fare  Deut¬ 
sche  BA  (the  German  British 
Airways}'  flights  between 
Gatwick  and  Bremen.  De¬ 
tails:  0990  322322. 

□  MANCUNIANS  can  save 
about  30  per  cent  when  flying 
business  class  to  the  Gulf. 
The  Travel  Bug,  a  local 
agent,'  is  charging  £1,229 
return  on  Emirates  from 
Manchester  to  Dubai 
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Coastal  New  England 

Visit  Boston,  Maine  &  Cape  Cod 
6  NIGHTS  FROM  JUST  £499 
Departures  in  April  &  May  1996 

ravel  through  a  beautiful  comer  of  Send  faryour  brochure  today  fay  telephoning 


TNew  England  whew  mountains  and 
forests  form  a  backdrop  to  spectacular 
rocky  shores,  uncrow  bed  beaches  and  quaint 
harbour  tow  ns.  You  will  spend  three  nights  in 
the  coastal  resort  of  Kennebunkport  Maine, 
then  journey  into  Massachusetts  and  spend 
two  nights  in  Hyannis.  Cape  Cod,  on  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Also  included 
in  the  itinerary  is  a  day  trip  to  Boston. 
Optional  excursions  include  a  whalewatch 


Festive  Holidays  on 

0990  55  33  55 

or  return  the  coupon  below  to: 

The  Times 

Coastal  New  Encland  Offer, 
Festive  Holidays  Limited,  Acorn  House, 
Great  Oaks,  BasHdon,  Essex,  SSI4 1AB 

This  holiday  is  operaicd  by  Festive  Holidays, 
a  company  independem  of  Times  Newspapers  Lid. 

ABTA  V106X  ATOL  2172 


cruise  from  Cape  Cod,  a  visit  to  Plymouth  f _ _ 

where  the  Pilgrims  first  senicd  and  the  »  Coastal  New  England  Offer”"! 
'L'  ’  "  ‘  |  to  an  dinaranr  and  a  booking  torm  " 

j  Kamo  (Mr  Ur&’Miss/Ms) . . . . . 

!  Address: _ „ _ _ _ _ _ 


chance  to  sample  New  England's  excellent 

seafood  with  a  traditional  lobster  dinner. 

THE  HOLIDAY  PRICE  INCLUDES 

•  Scheduled  flights  between  London  Gatwick 
and  Boston. 

•  FREE  coach  travel  to  ihe  airport  from  selected 
pick-up  points. 

•  Five  nights  hotel  accommodation  and  one 
night  returning  on  the  aircraft. 

•  Coach  trav  el  and  touring  in  New  England. 

•  Services  of  a  tour  manager. 
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A  CHANCE  to  study  die  snow 
leopard’s  hopes  of  survival  in 
the  Himalayas  and  to  record 
the  habits  of  black  lemurs  in 
the  dwindling  forests  of  Mad¬ 
agascar  are  among  the  new- 
eccHourism  projects  unveiled 
by  Earth  watch  today. 

The  charity,  which  hinds 
scientific  research  by  inviting 
paying  volunteers  to  join  in, 
has  introduced  32  new  projects . 
among  the  138  included  in  its 
pro^amme  for  this  year,  and 
hopes  to' attract  thousands  of 
helpers  at  prices  ranging  from 
£85  to  £2365. 

In  ad&tion  to  studying  wild¬ 
life.  volunteers  can  work  with 
local  communities  in  places 
such  as  Ecuador,  where  help 
is  needed  to  conserve  a  15.00(>- 
acre  tropical  forest,  and  Yun¬ 
nan  province,  China,  where  a 
team  will  try  to  capture  the 
essence  of  the  remote  region’s 
Buddhist  ritual  and  music. 

Earth  watch  is  also  running 
cultural  and  heritage  projects. 
Among  those  announced  to¬ 
day  is  a  scheme  to  study,  draw 
and  photograph  traditional  ‘ 
houses  in  Kuia,  Turkey,  to 
help  to  ensure  the  designs 
survive. 

‘There  is  little  money 
around  for  this  type  of  project 
but  by  matching  the  needs  of 
scientists  with  the  interest  of 
the  public  we  have  found  a 
way  of  funding  them,"  says 
Andrew  Mitchell,  Earth- 
watch’s  deputy  director: 

"Many  people  long  to  use 
thdr  two-week  holiday  in  a 
useful  way  and  scientists  in¬ 
volved  in  crudal  field  research 
need  committed,  interested  as¬ 
sistants.  Our  philosophy  is  to 
use  the  power  of  travel  to  help 
the  environment" 


Wildlife  alert  an  Earthwatch  project  with  endangered  lemurs  on  the  island  of  Madagascar 


Volunteers  eager  to  study 
the  show  leopard  wil]  head  for 
the  upper  Indus  valley  in 
northern  India  and  camp  in 
tents  as  they  gather 'informa¬ 
tion  on  food  sources,  land  use 
and  tourism,  hll  of  which 
affect  the  animals*  chance  of 
survival.  "They  are  the  world's 
'  most  elusive  and  endangered 
animal  and  their  declining 
habitat  is  forcing  them  to 
retreat  further  into  the  moim- 
-  tains."  Mr  Mitchell  says. 

■  The  project  wifi  cost  £40,000 


and  each  volunteer's  share 
will  be  £995,  which  excludes 
the  cost  of  travelling  to-  and 
from  India. 

In  Madagascar,  volunteers 
will  pay  £750  each  to  stay  at  a 
hotel  on  Lemur  Island  as  they 
study  -the  creatures,  which 
have  been  losing  their  natural 
habitat  as  forests'  are  cleared 
for  pastures  and  farmland. 
The  team  will  be  led  by 
Josephine  Andrews,  of  Univ¬ 
ersity  College.  London. 

“The  tragedy  is  that  oily  6 


per  cent  of  the  forest  in  which 
the.  lemurs  evolved  now  re¬ 
mains,"  Mr  Mitchell  says. 
“Conservationists  are  trying  to 
secure  and  protect  what  re¬ 
mains  but  at  Ihe  same  time 
ensure  that  tourists,  die  life¬ 
blood  of  the  local  economy, 
can  still  admire  foe  animals. 

“Earthwatch  volunteers  will 
have  the  wonderful  experience 
of  walking  through  these  for¬ 
ests.  watching  the  lemurs  and 
recording  how  they  react  to 
each  other  and  to  humans. 


The  project  also  involves 
studying  the  fruits  and  plants 
they  eat  and  how  these  might 
be  affected  by  the  plans  of 
formers  and  tour  operators. 

"Many  people  are  worried 
about  possessing  foe  right 
skills  fen-  our  projects  but  ail 
they  need  is  an  observant  pair 
of  eyes  and  foe  ability  to  keep 
their  wits  about  them.*’ 

Thisyeafs  Earthwatch  pro¬ 
gramme  continues  to  offer 
cultural  projects  closer  to 
home,  including  the  chance  to 
pin  Fabio  Carrera,  foe 
founder  and  director  of  the 
Venice  Project  Centre,  in 
documenting  the  city's  crum¬ 
bling  street  altars,  bells  and 
public  art  as  a  first  step  to 
restoration. 

In  the  past  25  years,  the 
charity  has  supported  more 
than  1,850  projects  in  104 
countries  and  contributed  al¬ 
most  4.5  million  hours  of  field 
research. 

Earthwatch  has  also  un¬ 
veiled  its  largest  programme 
of  discovery  weekends  in  Brit¬ 
ain.  Volunteers  can  try  the 
Earthwatch  experience  for 
short  periods,  joining  in  be¬ 
hind  the  scenes  at  Kew  Gar¬ 
dens  or  helping  to  excavate 
mammoth  bones  at  Stanton 
Harcourt,  Oxfordshire. 

"Our  volunteers  told  us  they 
wanted  to  dip  their  toes  in  foe 
water  of  Earthwatch  before 
committing  themselves  to  a 
full  two-week  project,"  Mr 
Mitchell  says.  "Many  of  our 
discovery  weekend  volunteers 
have  gone  on  to  take  part  in 
full  projects  and  have  returned 
again  and  again.” 

•  For  further  information,  coil 
01365  311600  or  write  to 

Earthwatch  at  Belsyre  Court,  57 
Woodstock  Road.  Oxford  OX2 
6HJ. 


EXECUTIVES  working  in 
London.  Birmingham  or 
Manchester  may  grumble 
about  foe  cost  of  short  busi¬ 
ness  flights  to  Amsterdam. 
Paris  or  Brussels,  but  they  get 
off  lightly  in  comparison  with 
their  counterparts  who  are 
based  in  Norwich. 

The  East  Anglian  capita) 
boasts  a  single  air  link,  a  four- 
limes-a-day  service  to  Amster¬ 
dam.  which  is  operated  by  Air 
UK.  At  300  miles,  the  Nor- 
wich-Amsterdam  round-trip 
is  both  the  shortest  and  costli¬ 
est  route  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  Continent. 


Air  UK  operates  one-class 
flights  on  this  hop  across  the 
North  Sea,  charging  £286  for 
the  cheapest  business  fare, 
which  equates  to  a  whopping 
95.33p  a  mile. 

By  comparison,  a  traveller 
from  London  bound  for  Am¬ 
sterdam  pays  British  Airways 
a  business-class  rate  of  £229, 
or  52.7fip  a  mile,  someone 
from  Birmingham  pays  £328 
(59.42p  a  mile),  while  the 
Mancunian  gets  away  with 
£325  (53-45p  a  mile). 

In  defence  of  its  high  fares. 


Air.  UK  says  that  passengers 
must  expect  to  pay  for  the 
convenience  of  flying  from 
their  local  airport. 

"The  comparison  is  unfair. 
Hie  Norwich  catchment  area 
is  small,  only  600,000  people, 
so  we  do  not  benefit  from  foe 
volume  of  traffic  as  do  the 
airlines  flying  from  main 
airports,  such  as  Heathrow." 
says  Phil  Chapman,  planning 
director  for  Air  UK. 

Even  so.  cynics  would  ar¬ 
gue  that  Air  UK’s  monopoly 
had  led  to  East  Anglian 
executives  paying  Britain's 
costliest  air  fares. 


THE  COST  OF  A  FLIGHT 
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LAWYERS  representing  both 
objectors  to  and  proponents  of 
a  planned  new  fifth  terminal 
at  Heathrow  last  week  quietly 
celebrated  foe  100th  lucrative 
day  of  foe  public  inquiry.  It 
has  been  plodding  through  foe 
arguments  which  must  be 
heard  before  planning  permis¬ 
sion  can  be  granted.  Harvey 
Elliott  writes. 

Both  sides  claim  to  be 
confident  that  what  they  each 
regard  as  "common  sense" 
will  prevail  and  that  Roy 


Inquiry 
drags  on 

Vandemeer,  the  inspector  ap¬ 
pointed  by  foe  Department  of 
Transport,  will  eventually  de¬ 
cide  in  their  favour. 

It  is  now  regarded  as  unlike¬ 
ly  that  the  inquixy  will  finish 
before  the  summer  of  1997. 
well  over  two  years  since  it 
began. 


Meanwhile,  Heathrow  has 
reached  record  numbers  of 
passengers  —  50 million  a  year 
—  and  is  continuing  to  grow  at 
such  a  rate  that  it  is  in  danger 
of  grinding  to  a  halt  through 
overcrowding. 

Already  at  peak  times  ail  the 
car  parks  are  fall,  with  queues 
of  cars  and  coaches  stretching 
back  along  the  M4,  and 
passengers  are  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  irritable  at  the 
sheer  volume  of  people  in  the 
existing  four  terminals. 
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rut  1  I  4  *  e  t  t  i  r  e  i  i  s. 

Low  cost  flights  worldwide 

AND  UP  TO  65%  DISCOUNT  ON  HOTELS  &  CAR  RENTAL 

Call  Traiffinders  for  the  complete  tailor-made  travel  service 

LONDON  Longhoul:  0171-938  3366.  ^ 

Transatlantic  &  European:  Ol 71 -937  5400 
First  &  Business  Gass:  0171-938  3444  '  * 

.  :  BIRMINGHAM  VYprWvyide;  -Q121-236  1234  - 

BRISTOL  Worldwide:  0117-929.9000  un 

GLASGOW  Worldwide:  0141-353  2224  ITS 

.  MANCHESTER  Worldwide:  0161-839  6969;  '  &£ 

First  &  Business  Class:  0161-839  3434  ; 
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Amsterdam  £69  i  Prague  £120  j  Toronto  £199  j  Nairobi  .1317 
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Anddttd- Tonga -HonoMu- Los  Angles  -  Locate  from  £713 

Europe  0171 361 6161,  Worldwide  0171 361 6261 
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HEW  YORK  ft. £169  CALIFORNIA  k£260  SOUTH  AFRICA  tr.£408 

BOSTON _ £W4  VANCOUVER  £284  HONS  K0N6  £443 

FL0B1DA  £206  MEXICO  C1TT  £352  AUSTRALIA  £556 

TORONTO  £226  IAKK0K  £398  NEW  ZEALAND  £620 
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I  17  DAYS  ANNUAL 
EUROPE  INSURANCE 
FROM  FROM 

£14.50  £35.00 

FLEXIBLE  COVER  t  PRIGS 
TO  SUIT  EVERY  TRAVELLER 
AID  EVERT  nr. 
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- WORUMDE -01279713777 - 

Sidney  MBS  Nmti  £335  Bags*  £371 

SJnjapo.'B  £425  Umr  £149  Bombay  £380 

^  Kicfa  tunpurfM  JpTwg  £495  jatnaica  £289 

- AMERICAS -0279713747 - — 

NawYorV  099  PNaMpMa  £253  WastfaigSon  £258 

Rate  £244  Lostagefes  OU  -  CHcagD  £386 

^Boston  OSS  San Frandaco  £06  Coiaita  £254 

- EUROPE — 61279713737 - 

Pais  £88  Geneva  OU  Faro  £99 

Amstartan  £72  Rome  £128  Hambug  Oil 
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Dallas  Cowboys  coach  targets  his  critics  before  Super  Bowl  shoot-out 

Switzer  sees  salvation  within  reach 


From  Oliver  Holt 

IN'  "HOENIX,  ARIZONA 

A  RELIGIOUS  fervour  ihai 
seems  foreign  to  the  godless 
wastes  of  most  professional 
sport  has  always  dung  to  the 
Dallas  Cowboys.  Their  former 
coach,  Tom  Landry,  was 
known  as  God's  Coach,  and 
their  former  quarterback. 
Roger  Stau bach,  was  God's 
Quarterback.  Out  there, 
where  the  vastness  of  Texas 
inspires  awe  in  nature  and  the 
land  gushes  with  oik  it  is  easy 
to  graft  a  little  divine  provi¬ 
dence  on  to  rhe  football  team. 

In  the  past  two  years, 
though,  the  spiritual  waters 
have  become  muddied.  As  the 
Cowboys  prepare  for  their 
third  Super  Bowl  in  four  years 
here  on  Sunday,  as  hot 
favourites  to  beat  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Sfeelers.  Che  religious 
imagery  remains,  but  il  is 
confused.  The  problem  is  their 


head  coach.  Barry  Switzer. 
His  legions  of  critics  have 
taken  to  calling  him  “the  anti- 
coach"  and  he  talks  about  how 
tiie  qualities  of  “redemption 
and  vindication”  have  slipped 
from  his  grasp. 

Men  like  Landry  and  Don 
Shu  la.  the  recently-deposed 
Miami  Dolphins  head  coach, 
acted  like  evangelists  and  the 
shock  of  their  passing  has  not 
been  eased  by  the  ascension  of 
a  man  with  Switzer’s  reput¬ 
ation.  The  demons  have  raged 
around  him  since  he  was  a 
child  growing  up  in  the  pover¬ 
ty-stricken  backwoods  of  Ar¬ 
kansas.  where  his  bootlegger 
father  was  shot  dead  by  police. 
His  mother  committed  suicide 
when  he  was  18. 

He  found  a  measure  of 
salvation  in  building  an  out¬ 
standing  15-year  record  as 
head  coach  of  the  University  of 
Oklahoma  before  chaos  re¬ 
turned.  He  encouraged  his 
young  players  to  dress  how 
they  wanted  and  say  what 
they  wanted,  but  they  went  too 
far.  One  was  arrested  for 
shooting  a  team-mate,  three 
faced  rape  charges  and  the 
quarterback  was  found  at¬ 


Switzer  directs  operations  as  the  Cowboys  progress  towards  their  third  Super  Bowl  in  four  years.  Photograph:  Doug  Pensinger/ Allsport 


tempting  to  sell  cocaine  to  an 
undercover  FBI  agent  Switzer 
was  forced  to  resign. 

There  was  an  inevitable 
outcry  two  years  ago  when  the 
Cowboys’  controversial  own¬ 
er.  Jerry  Jones,  dismissed 
Landry's  popular  successor. 
Jimmy  Johnson,  despite  two 
successive  Super  Bowl  tri¬ 
umphs.  and  handed  Switzer 
the  job.  Some  players  threat¬ 
ened  to  quit  and  commenta¬ 
tors  said  Switzer  was  just  an 
obedient  vehicle  for  Jones’s 
coaching  ambitions. 

Switzer  was  pilloried  when 
the  Cowboys  failed  to  reach  a 
third  consecutive  Super  Bowl 
at  the  end  of  his  first  year  and. 
earlier  this  season,  he  was 
harangued  for  tactical  blun¬ 
ders  that  cost  the  team  a 


victory  against  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Eagles.  That  led  to  head¬ 
lines  like  “Bozo  the  Coach" 
and  “Dumb  and  Dumber". 
“He  doesn't  get  it."  Mike 
Didca.  the  former  Chicago 
Bears  coach,  said.  “He's  miss¬ 
ing  the  whole  boat” 

His  descent  into  darkness 
seemed  inevitable,  but,  as  the 
Cowboys  fought  their  way 
impressively  towards  die  Sun 
Dwil  Stadium  here,  the  critics 
began  to  waver.  Suddenly,  his 
players  began  saying  how 
much  they  respected  him,  how 
he  may  not  be  a  clever 
manipulator  like  Johnson  but 
is  a  subtle  motivator,  that  he 
boosts  the  confidence  of  his 
men  with  his  support  He  is  on 
the  verge  of  transformation 
from  sinner  to  saint  and  there 


is  nothing  like  the  concentrat¬ 
ed  hype  of  Super  Bowl  week  to 
accelerate  the  process. 

Deion  Sanders,  the  Cow¬ 
boys'  celebrated  comerback 
and  receiver,  led  the  backlash 
of  praise  with  typical  immod¬ 
eration  yesterday.  “Barry's  a 
great  guy.  man.”  he  said.  "To 
criticise  him  was  really  un¬ 
called  for.  Soon  Barry  will 
look  like  the  genius  he  is.  He's 
a  great  coach  and  a  great 
friend.  We  stick  up  for  Barry 
because  we  gotta  lotta  love  for 
him.  There  ain't  no  monkey  on 
his  back.” 

Switzer.  58,  makes  a  good 
job  of  his  own  defence,  too. 
There  is  no  bitterness  in  his 
words,  even  if  there  is  ner¬ 
vousness  in  his  demeanour. 
He  is  candid,  amiable  and 


articulate.  After  you  listen  to 
his  players  affirming  their 
admiration  for  him,  hear  his 
explanations  of  his  actions 
and  remember  the  exalted 
position  the  Cowboys  find 
themselves  in.  “Bozo  the 
Coach“  takes  on  the  air  of 
devilish  invention. 

“They  say  this  is  still  Jim¬ 
my's  team  and  that  I  have  not 
made  any  changes."  he  said, 
"but  to  have  done  so  would 
have  just  been  ego  and  that  is 
unimportant  to  me.  The  smart 
thing  is  not  to  mess  things  up 
in  a  great  team.  The  dumb 
thing  is  to  change  things  just 
to  make  a  show  of  it 

“People  say  I'm  not  assertive  . 
enough,  but  I  don't  have  to 
dog-cuss  anybody  to  get  my 
message  across  to  them.  When 


I  played,  if  somebody  threw 
me  a  bouquet  or  patted  me  on 
the  rear  end.  I  gave  him 
greater  effort. 

“You'll  always  have  your 
critics,  but,  Jo  me,  they’re  all 
molecules  in  the  spectrum  of 
the  universe.  Vindication  and 
redemption  are  not  part  of  me. 
If  1  could  win  over  all  of  them, 
it  might  be,  but.  after  35  years 
in  this  sport,  I  know  that  is  not 
possible.  They  can  sit  back 
and  take  their  shots  when  they 
want  to.  They  have  had  to  pull 
back  in  right  now,  but  they’ll 
reload  and  fire  when  it's  time 
to  fire.” 

Salvation  may  be  his  if 
Dallas  win  on  Sunday.  Lose, 
though,  and  America  wifi 
make  him  a  martyr  to  the 
Cowboys' cause. 


Beadsworth 
banks  on 
financing 
Olympic 
medal  bid 

From  Edward  Gorman  ■ 

SAILING  CORRESPONDENT 
TN  MIAMI  .. 

ANDY  BEADSWORTH  has 
the  talent  to  win  a  gold  medal 
at  the  Olympic  Games  in 
Savannah  this  summer,  but 
he  may  not  have  the  money. 
Going  for  gold  in  sailing  how 
requires  a  full-time  pro¬ 
gramme  Grom  the  completion 
of  the  national  trials  to  the 
Gaines  themselves  —  a  ten- 

month  intensive  schedule  — 
and -Beadsworth.  the  British 
-Olympic  Soling  team  mem¬ 
ber,  with  his  crew,  Barry 
Parkin  and  Adrian  Stead,  has 
'  calculated  that  he  needs 
around  £120,000  to  fund  the 
campaign.  He  is  still  nearly 
£60.000  short 

Yesterday,  he  was  training 
at  the  Key  Biscayne  Yacht 
Cub  before  the  opening  races 
in  the  Miami  Olympic  Gass¬ 
es  Regatta  get  under  way 
today.  His  mind,  though,  was 
on  finance. 

“What  we  are  trying  to 
avoid  is  playing  catch  up,”  he 
.said.  The  trio  spent  about 
£50,000  of  their  own  money  to 
get  to  the  national  trials  in 
Weymouth  bast  August.  Since 
then,  National  Lottery  funds 
have  bought  them  a  new  boat, 
costing  £30,000,  and  they 
have  received  £35,000  from 
the  Royal  Yachting  Associ¬ 
ation.  They  are  gelling  help 
from  Mars,  for  whom  Parkin 
works,  and  from  rigging  and 
clothing  manufacturers,  but 
there  is  still  a  yawning  gap. 
which  an  expected  grant  from 
the  Sports  Aid  Foundation 
will  not  fill. 

If  they  do  not  get  the 
money,  they  will  compromise. 
“Well  have  to  pare  down 
what  we  spend,”  Parkin  said, 
“and  well  end  the  Olympics 
with  huge  overdrafts." 

Beadsworth  knows  how 
that  feels,  haring  taken  3h 
years  to  pay  off  the  £12,000 
debt  he  was  left  after  his 
unsuccessful  Olympic  trials  in 
the  Soling  class  in  1992. 

D  Bethan  Raggatt  and  Sue 
Carr,  the  British  women's  470 
team,  have  secured  a  £25,000 
sponsorship  from  Yale,  the 
security  products  company. 


Australia 
stalwart 
decides  to 
leave 


Test  scene 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

DAVID  BOON  is  to  retire 
from  international  cricket 
after  the  third  Test  against  Sn 
Lanka  starting  at  the  Adelaide 
Oval  today.  The  Australia 
No  3  has  scored  7.334  runs, 
including  21  centuries,  in  106 
Test  appearances  since  mak¬ 
ing  his  debut  against  West 
Indies  in  1984-S5.  Boon,  left  out 
of  his  country's  World  Cup 
squad,  is  to  continue  playing 
for  Tasmania. 

Brian  Lara  has  been 
included  in  the  Wait  Indies 
squad  for  the  World  Cup  next 
month,  despite  his  last-minute 
withdrawal  from  the  team 
that  played  in  the  World 
Series  Cup  in  Australia. 

The  selectors  have  also  re¬ 
called  Keith  Arthurton.  a  mid¬ 
dle-order  batsman,  and  kept 
faith  with  the  wicketkeeper. 
Courtney  Browne.  Phil 
Simmons,  Stuart  Williams 
and  Andy  Cummins  have 
been  dropped  from  a  party 
that  indudes  only  one  sped  al¬ 
ls!  opening  batsman. 

New  Zealand,  England’s 
first  opponents  in  the  World 
Cup,  have  recalled  the  all- 
rounders.  Chris  Harris  and 
Shane  Thomson,  to  their 
squad.  Thomson  will  be  the 
second  spinner  behind  Dipak 
Patel.  The  fast  bowler,  Danny 
Morrison,  who  missed  the  two 
Tests  against  Zimbabwe,  re¬ 
turns  after  injury. 

Hie  opening  pair.  Grant 
Flower  and  Stuart  Carlisle, 
both  scored  half-centuries  be¬ 
fore  Zimbabwe  settled  for  a 
draw  in  the  second  Test  at 
Eden  Park.  Set  367  to  beat 
New  Zealand,  they  finished  at 
246  for  four. 

Alamgir  Sheriyar,  22,  the 
former  Leicestershire  left-arm 
fast  bowler,  who  took  a  hat- 
trick  against  Durham  on  his 
championship  debut  in  1994. 
has  joined  Worcestershire  on  a 
two-year  contract 

NEW  ZEALAND  SOUAO:  L  K  Gannon 
i).  N  J  Ante.  C  L  Calms.  S  P 
C  2  Harris,  H  J  Karmeriy.  G  fl 


- a,  _  _  — ,  ..  J  Kennedy. 

areal.  D  K  Monteon,  D  J  Nash,  0  N  PattL 
iCParore,  S  A  Thomson,  RGTwose.CM 
ipewmen. 

VEST  INDIES  SQUAD:  R  0  ftctwi*wn 
captain).  J  C  Adams,  C  E  L  Ambrose.  K  L  T 
Vffuten,  I  R  Bishop,  C  O  Browne.  S  L 
iKvbel.SChanderpaulODC5fbaon.RA 
lamer.  R I C  Holder.  C  L  Hooott.  B  C  Lara. 


Court  of  Appeal 


Law  Report  January  25 1996  Chanceiy  Division 


Power  to  replace  council  Future  rights  not  protected 


Regina  v  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Environment,  Ex  par¬ 
te  Berkshire  County  Council 
and  Others 

Before  Lord  Justice  Kennedy.  Lord 
Justice  Auld  and  Mr  Justice 
Tuckey 

(Judgment  January  241 
Where  the  Local  Government 
Commission  recommended  that 
the  existing  two-tier  structure  of 
seven  councils  in  Berkshire  should 
be  replaced  by  a  singletier  struc¬ 
ture  of  five  new  unitary  authori¬ 
ties.  involving  abolition  of  the 
county  council  and  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  two  existing  authorities,  the 
Secretary  of  State  far  the  Environ¬ 
ment's  powers  of  modi  Rea  lion 
under  the  Local  Government  Act 
[992  were  sufficient  tn  enable  him 
to  order  that  the  two  existing 
authorities  should  remain 
separate. 

The  Cuun  of  Appeal  so  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment  allowing  an 
appeal  from  Mr  Justice  Collins  on 
October  6.  1995.  who  had  given 
judgment  for  Berkshire  County 
Council,  who  had  challenged  a 
derision  by  the  secretary  of  state, 
announced  on  March  21.  1995, 
purporting  io  give  effect  to  the  final 
recommendations  of  the  com¬ 
mission  in  relation  to  the  council's 
existing  area. 

Mr  Stephen  Richards  and  Mr 
Robert  Jav  for  the  secretary  of 
state:  Mr  Duncan  Ousdey.  yc 
and  Mr  Clive  Lewis  for  Berkshire 


County  Council;  Mr  James 
Goudie.  QC  and  Mr  Paul  Nicholls 
for  Bracknell  Forest  Borough 
Council  and  the  Royal  Borough  of 
Windsor  and  Maidenhead. 

LORD  JUSTICE  KENNEDY 
said  that  the  issue  could  be  put 
very  simply:  the  commission 
recommended  that  two  existing 
borough  councils,  Bracknell  Forest 
and  Windsor  and  Maidenhead,  be 
combined  to  form  a  new  unitary 
authority.  That  was  a  discrete 
recommendation  which  section 
17(1)  of  the  Local  Government  Act 
1992  permitted  the  secretary  of 
state  to  accept,  reject  nr  implement 
in  a  modified  form.  What  he  could 
not  do  according  to  rhe  applicants, 
whatever  language  he  might  use. 
was  to  reject  the  recommendation 
and  implement  something  dif¬ 
ferent.  and  that,  they  contended, 
was  what  happened. 

The  secretary  of  state  submitted 
that  the  commission  had  recom¬ 
mended  structural  change  for  each 
existing  district  or  borough  coun¬ 
cil.  and  in  addition  a  boundary 
change  to  facilitate  structural 
change. 

It  was  the  structural  change, 
which  commanded  more  or  less 
universal  suppurt.  which  was  the 
driving  force,  and  once  that  was 
realised  it  became  possible  to 
consider  whether  accepting  or 
rejecting  the  proposed  boundary 
change  was  more  than  a  modifica¬ 
tion  of  the  recommendation. 

As  to  what  amounted  to  a 


modification  Mr  Richards  relied 
on  what  was  said  by  Mr  Justice 
Megariy  in  Legg  v  ILEA  01972]  1 
WLR  1245,  12571:  "To  some  extent 
the  matter  must  be  one  or  im¬ 
pression  . . .  For  one  proposal  lobe 
fairly  regarded  as  a  modification  of 
another  proposal  one  must  be  able 
to  perceive  enough  in  it  of  that 
other  to  recognise  it  as  still  being 
that  other  proposal,  even  though 
changed." 

In  relation  to  the  statutory 
provisions  which  were  being 
considered.  Mr  Justice  Jowin  said 
in  R  v  Secretary  of  Stare  for  the 
Ennmnmem.  Ex  pane  Lancashire 
County  Council  01994]  4  All  ER 
165.  173):  "...  although  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  state  has  wide  powers  jo 
modify-  the  commission's  recom¬ 
mendations.  he  cannot  transform 
them  so  that  they  become  a 
different  animal,  it  is  a  question  uf 
degree." 

Mr  Ousdey  contended  that  care¬ 
ful  reading  of  section  14  of  the  1992 
Act  and  of  the  commission's 
recommendations  showed  that  the 
proposed  structural  and  boundary- 
changes  were  so  interlinked  that  i; 
was  nor  possible  for  the  secretary 
of  state  to  accept  the  structural 
change  and  reject  the  boundary 
change.  If  the  secretary  of  stare  did 
not  agree  with  the  composite 
recommendations  he  could  invoke 
section  15  and  direct  a  further 
review  in  relation  in  that  area,  but 
he  could  not.  Mr  Ousdey  submit¬ 
ted.  deal  with  the  recommendation 


Accountant  has  no  lien 
over  company  papers 


DTC  (CNC)  lid  v  Gary  Sar¬ 
gent  &  Co 

Before  Mr  Michael  Crystal.  QC 
{Judgment  January  19| 

An  accountant  was  not  able  to 
exercise  a  lien  for  unpaid  fees  over 
the  accounting  records  of  a  com¬ 
pany  which  were  required  by 
statute  to  he  kept  in  specific  places 
for  certain  periods  available  for 
inspection. 

Mr  Michael  Crystal.  QC.  sitting 
as  a  deputy  judge  of  the  Chancery 
Division,  so  held  in  a  reserved 
judgment  on  a  notice  of  motion 
issued  by  DTC  (CNO  Ltd  seeking 
an  order  that  Gary  Sargent  &  Co,  a 
firm  of  accountants,  deliver  up  to 
it.  inter  alia,  all  accounting  records 
owned  by  DTC  which  were  in  the 
accountants'  possession. 

Mr  John  Machdl  for  DTC;  Mr 
Kidurd  Handyside  for  Gary  Sar¬ 
gent  &  Co. 

HIS  LORDSHIPsaid  that  DTC 
had  retained  Gary  Sargent  &  Co  as 
jts  accountants  and  during  the 
retainer  had  delivered  documents 
dealing  with  its  business  affairs  to 
them. 

When  the  retainer  ended  DTC 
asked  to  have  its  documents  re¬ 
turned  but  the  accountants  do- 
dined  to  return  them  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  entitled  to  3 


lien  over  certain  categories  of 
documents  for  unpaid  fees. 

The  documents  in  issue  were 
accounting  and  record  documents, 
specifically  (a)  sales  invoices  fbt 
purchase  invoices  (c)  cheque  books 
Id)  paying  in  books  and  (e|  bank 
statements. 

TTiar  accountants  might  acquire 
a  lien  over  books  of  accounts,  files 
and  papers  which  had  come  into 
their  possession  in  the  course  of 
their  work  was  well  established: 
Woodwnnh  v  Conroy  019761  QB 
884J.  However,  the  right  toatertrise 
such  a  lien  might  not  be  enforce¬ 
able  in  some  circumstances. 

For  exam  pie,  Section  24W2J  rtf  the 
Insolvency  Act  1986  made  such  a 
lien  unenforceable  when  a  com¬ 
pany  was  in  administration  or 
liquidation  or  where  a  provisional 
liquidator  had  been  appointed  "to 
the  extent  that  its  enforcement 
would  deny  possession  of  any 
bonks,  papers  or  other  records  to 
the  office-holder". 

There  was  a  line  of  authority  in 
relation  to  solicitor?  that  a  solicitor 
was  not  able  to  exercise  such  a  lien 
over  documents  when  the  docu¬ 
ments  were  required  by  statute  to 
be  kept  in  a  specific  place  see  In  re 
Capital  Fire  Insurance  Associ¬ 
ation  |[|883l  24  Ch  D  408)  followed 
in  In  rc  The  Angio-MaUese 
Hydraulic  Dock  Co  Ltd  1(15851  54 


U  Ch  730).  There  appeared  to  his 
Lordship  in  be  no  relevant  distinc¬ 
tion  to  be  made  between  the 
position  of  a  solicitor  and  an 
accountant  in  that  respect.  There¬ 
fore  the  principle  bid  dawn  by  the 
Conn  of  Appeal  in  In  re  Capital 
Ftn  Insurance  Association  applied 
equally  to  accountants  and 
solicitors. 

Section  221  of  the  Companies  Act 
I9S5.  as  amended  by  section  2  of 
the  Companies  Act  1989.  imposed  a 
duty  on  a  company  to  keep 
accounting  records.  Section  222 
specified  where  and  for  how-  long 
the  records  were  to  be  kept.  Those 
were  important  provision  of  the 
|yS5  Act  for  which  there  a 
criminal  sanction  if  they  were  not 
complied  with. 

Mandatory  duties  were  imposed 
on  officers  of  the  company  to  keep 
the  records  where  they  were  op*n 
fur  inspection.  In  those  rircum- 
stances,  the  documents  within 
anion  221  fell  squarely  within  the 
principle  in  In  rc  Capital  Fin 
Insurance  Association. 

Accordingly,  each  of  the  cate¬ 
gory  of  documents  (a)  to  (e)  should 
be  delivered  up  to  DTC.  The 
accountants  could  not  lawfully 
retain  a  lien  over  them. 

Solicitor.:  Daw-boras.  Wisbech; 
Clarkson  Wright  &  Jokes. 
Orpington. 


as  he  did.  Thai  amounted  to  a 
refection  of  the  recommendation 
and  a  substitution  of  a  derision  of 
his  own. 

His  Lordship  concluded  that  the 
case  had  suffered  from  a  consid¬ 
eration  of  individual  statutory 
provisions  which  had  been  so  close 
as  to  lose  sight  of  the  relatively 
simple  structured  the  1992  Act. 

Pursuant  to  section  13  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  sure  had  directed  the 
Local  Government  Commission  to 
conduct  a  review  of  the  w-hole 
county  of  Berkshire.  That  enabled 
the  commission  to  recommend  the 
type  of  changes  defined  in  section 
14.  That  submission  empowered 
the  secretary  of  state  to  give  effect 
to  all  or  any  of  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  with  or  without 
modifications. 

Although  the  five  unitary 
authorities  option  was  embraced 
in  whai  the  comm  Lesion  described 
as  its  first  final  recommendation, 
the  commission's  form  of  presenta¬ 
tion  was  not  conclusive,  as  Mr 
Justice  Laws  had  pointed  out  in  R  v 
Secretary  n  f  Stare  for  the  Enxiron- 
meni.  Ex  parte  Wycombe  District 
Council  (unrsponed.  May  25. 
I995t. 

For  each  of  the  five  areas 
considered  the  recommendation 
was  that  then:  be  structural 
change  to  a  single  tier  of  local 
govern  men  l.  and  for  one  of  those 
five  areas  there  was  recommended 
a  boundary  change  which,  for 
economic  reasons,  the  commission 
considered  necessary  to  radii  tale 
the  structural  change. 

The  recommendations  were  free 
standing  in  that  the  secretary  of 
sate  could  have  accepted  the 
recommendation  to  create  a  uni¬ 
tary  authority  in  one  borough  and 
rejected  the  remaining  recom¬ 
mendations,  but  there  was  also  a 
degree  r.f  rr.:er!inkage  as  was 
demonstrated  if  one  envisaged  the 

secretary  uf  suite  deciding  to  create 
four  unitary  authorities  but  taking 
no  a-rtion  in  relation  to  the  fifth. 

The  rump  of  the  county  would  be 
left  with  mo  iters  of  fool 
government 

That  showed  that  section  17711  of 
the  i9&2  Ac:  had  to  be  read  in 
context.  and  giver,  a  generous 
interpretation.  The  boundary 
change  proposed,  although 
substantial,  was  only  proposed  to 

ferilitare  the  proposed  structural 
change. 

It  might  have  been  goigraphi- 
callv  quite  minor,  and  yet.  if  Mr 
Ousdey  was  right,  the  secretary  of 
state  i  hand',  would  have  been  tied. 
He  could  not  have  rejected  the 
recommended  boundary  change 
and  given  effect  to  all  the  proposed 
structural  changes  having  modi¬ 
fied  ibis  Ltrdship  used  the  word 
advisedly  i  the  area  in  which  une  of 
the  recommendations  for  struc¬ 
tural  change  was  to  take  effect. 
That  could  not  be  how  section  17(1) 
was  intended  to  operate. 

Lord  Justice  Auld  and  Mr  Jus¬ 
tice  Tuckey  agreed. 

Solicitor!::  Treasury  Solicitor: 
Sharpe  Friichaxd  for  Mr  D.  K.  H. 
Over.  Raiding;  Mr  A.  1.  Jack, 
Bracknell. 


Adams  and  Others  v  Lanca¬ 
shire  County  Council  and 
Another 

Before  Mr  Justice  Robert  Walker  . 
(Judgment  January  17] 

Council  Directive  77/187/EEC.  the 
acquired  rights  directive,  (OJ  1977 
No  L61/26)  clearly  required  mem¬ 
ber  states  to  provide,  on  die 
transfer  of  an  undertaking,  protec¬ 
tion  only  for  employees'  accrued 
pension  rights,  so  that  the  omis¬ 
sion  to  require  provision  for  the 
protection  of  prospective  pension 
rights  had  to  be  regarded  as 
intentional. 

Article  3(3}  had  been  correctly 
transposed  into  the  domestic  law  of 
the  United  Kingdom  by  the  Trans¬ 
fer  of  Undertakings  (Protection  of 
Employment!  Regulations  (51  1931 
No  1794).  It  was  therefore  un¬ 
necessary  to  make  a  reference  to 
the  European  Court  of  Justice. 

Mr  Justice  Ruben  Walker  so 
held  in  the  Chancery  Division,  in 
dismissing  an  originating  sum¬ 
mons  issued  on  October  4. 1994  by 
Barbara  Adams  and  ten  other 
school  dinner  ladies,  previously 
employed  by  Lancashire  County 
Council,  after  a  successful  compet¬ 
itive  tender  to  take  over  their  work 
by  the  third  defendant.  BET  Cater¬ 
ing  Services  Ltd. 

Article  3  of  Directive  77/IS7 
provides:  “1  The  transferor's  rights 
and  obligations  arising  from  a 
contract  of  employment  . . .  exist¬ 
ing  on  the  date  of  a  transfer  within 
the  meaning  of  artivk- 1(1)  shalL  by- 
reason  of  such  transfer,  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  transferee- . . 

“2  Following  the  transfer ...  the 
transfenx  shall  continue  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  terms  and  conditions 
agreed  in  any  collective  agreement 
on  the  same  terms  applicable  to  rhe 
transferor  under  that 
agreemenL . . 

"3  Paragraphs  |  and  2  shall  not 
uuvvr  employees'  rights  to  old-age, 
invalidity  or  survivors'  benefits 
under  supplementary  company  or 
infer  company  pensions  schemes 
outside  the  statutory  soda!  security 
schemes  in  member  states. 

‘Member  stales  shall  adopt  the 
measures  necessary  ta  protect  the 
interests  uf  employees  and  of 
persons  nu  longer  employed  in  the 
transferor's  business  at  the  lime  of 
the  transfer . . .  m  respect  of  rights 
conferring  on  them  'immediate  or 
prospective  entitlement  to  old-age 
benefits,  including  survivors'  bene¬ 
fits,  under  supplementary  schemes 
referred  to  in  the  first 
subparagraph." 

Mr  Brian  Langs  off.  QC  and 
Miss  Helen  Muuntfield  for  (he 
plaintiffs;  Mr  Patrick  Elias.  QC 
and  Mr  Jason  Coppell  for  Lan¬ 
cashire:  Mr  David  Panntdk,  QC 
and  Mr  Mer  Cranfield  for  BET. 

MR  JUSTICE  ROBERT 
WALKER  said  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment-'  position  was  that  it  had 
implemented  die  second  sub- 
paragraph  of  article  30  by  the 
soda/  security  legislation  now  re¬ 
enacted  in  Part  IV  of  the  Pension 
Scheme*  Act  1993. 

It  was  common  ground  that  tlie 
directive  had  to  be  construed 


purposively:  and  Mr  Langstaff* 
central  point  was  that  since  pen¬ 
sion  rights  were  recognised  by 
Community  law  as  a  form  of  pay.  it 
was  unfair  to  his  clients  to  come  to 
work  for  BET  one  Monday.  Grid¬ 
ing.  because  they  no  longer  had 

pension  rights  in  respect  of  current 
service,  their  total  pay  was  less 
than  when  they-  had  stopped  work 
for  the  council  on  Friday,  obvi¬ 
ously  contrary  to  legislative 
intention. 

In  fact,  however,  the  directive's 
final  form  bore  almost  no  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  original  proposal;  so 
ir  might  be  amjecfurcd  that  the 
Community  had  found  the  matter 
controversial  and  difficult. 

Two  paints,  however,  seemed 
dear,  that  its  general  purpose  was 
to  protect  workers'rights  in  a 
period  of  rapid  economic  and 
technological  change  via  partial 
harmonisation  of  their  rights;  and 
that  its  final  text  did.  for  reasons 
which  might  have  been  practical 
or  political  or  a  mixture,  mate  an 
exception  for  pension  rights. 

His  Lordship  set  out  all  three 
parties'  principal  submissions  on 
the  directive,  referring  to  some  two 
dozen  authorities,  before  conclud¬ 
ing  that  it  was  a  short  point,  on 
which  he  had  very  little  doubt. 

The  first  subparagraph  of  article 
30)  used  wide,  general  language  to 
make  an  exception  from  the  wide, 
general  language  of  article  311):  the 
European  Court  derision  in  Abels 
v  BedrilFsverecniging  voor  de 
Metaalindwnric  (Case  135/83) 
flF«5|  ECR  4t»9)  was  at  least 
consistent  with,  and  prohably  sup¬ 
ported  that  view. 

The  second  subparagraph,  on 
the  other  hand,  used  much  more 
complicated  and  precise  language 
to  identify-  the  interests  which  it 
was  the  duty  of  member  states  to 
protect  for  both  current  employees 
arid  ex-employees,  language  apt  to 
describe  accrued  rights  and  noth¬ 
ing  else. 

The  meaning  could  have  been 
even  plainer  had  the  word  “ac¬ 
crued"  been  used  and  had  the 
directive  been  drafted  since  Barber 
v  Royal  Exchange  Group  Assur¬ 
ance  (Case  C-262/S8)  (JI990)  ICR 
6161.  Ten  Oever  v  Stichting 
Bed rijfspensioenfonds  voor  hot 
Ghaenwassers-  en  Schaonmaak- 
hedritf  iCase  C-KW9!)  (JIW5|  ICR 
74]  and  Coioroll  Pension  Trustees 
Ltd  v  Russell  (Case  200/91]  fll995| 
ICR  179)  nu  doubt  “accrued"  would 
have  been  used. 

His  Lordship  bore  in  mind  what 
the  European  Court  of  Justice  had 
said  in  CIIFTT  v  [Italian!  Minister 
of  Health  (Case  283/Sll  IJ19S21  ECR 
M15.  3450)  as  to  the  need  to 
interpret  such  provisions  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  Community' 
'law.  not  at  the  dale  when  a 
directive  was  enacted,  but  when  it 
fell  to  be  applied. 

His  Lordship's  view  of  the 
directive  did  leave  a  gap  but  its 
language  compelled  him  id  con- 
dude  that  (he  European  Council 
.must  have  recognised,  and  ac¬ 
cepted  that  gap:  hence  there  was 
nu  inconsistency  between  the 
directive  and  regulation  7  of  the 


1981  Regulations. 

What  national  legislation  was 
intended  to  implement  Com¬ 
munity  law  the  national,  court 
would  be  predisposed  to  find  sudh 
intention  had  been  achieved:  see 
Duke  v  Reliance  Systems  QI988] 
AC  61S,  6381  fw  Lord  Terapibnan. 

Mr  Langstaff  had  urged  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  European 
Court.  Although  the  facts  had  been 
established  and  the  issue  could  be 
simply  formulated,  the  two  most 


compelling  factors  must  be  ft)  the 
public  interest  in  achieving  cer¬ 
tainty  as  soon  as  possible,  and  pi) 
how  dear  his  view  was. 

His  Lordship  disclaimed  any 
delusions  of  infallibility  but  be¬ 
lieved  the  meaning  of  article  3  to  be 
so  dear  that  the  parties'  best 
prospects  of  saving  time  and 
money  lay  in  a  refusal  tn  refer. 

Sol  ichors:  Brian  Thompson  & 
Partners;  Mr  Ian  Pye.  Preston: 
Biddle  &  Co. 


YOUR  CHANCE  TO  WIN 
FREE  VIRGIN  FLIGHTS 
AND  STORE  VOUCHERS 

Win  prizes 
worth  £50,000 

This  is  day  four  of  our  exciting  new  .scratches rd  game. 

Scratch  off  the  numbers  below  an  your  Game  1  grid. 

HOW  TO  WIN  A  PRIZE 

If  you  reveal  five  identical  symbols,  for  example  five  pairs  of 
sunglasses,  on  your  Game  l  grid  any  day  this  week,  you  will 
win  a  free  flight  for  two  with  Virgin  Atlantic  On  the  day  you 
get  your  fifth  symbol,  you  must  daim  your  prize  immediately 
by  phoning  our  Accumulator  hotline  0171-867  0406  between 
9.30am  and  3pm. 

If  you  reveal  one 
CD  symbol  on  your 
Game  I  grid  this 
week,  you  will  win  a 

£5  Virgin  Store 
voucher  and  must 
claim  your  prize  the 
someday  by 
phoning  our  hotline 
0171-867  0400 
between  9_3>3pm- 
Late  claims  will  not  be  accepted  for  any  of  the  prizes. 

Full  details  of  how  to  play  are  on  the  card  which  you 
should  have  received  with  Monday's  newspaper. 

If  you  did  not  get  a  card,  please  call:  0171-782  715S  between 

9J0am-5pm. 

You  ran  also  play  our  scratchcard  game  on  the  IntemeL 

Call  up  the  Web  site  on  your  card  and  the  numbers  you 

should  scratch  off.  which  are  different  to  those  in  your 
newspaper,  will  appear  on  your  screen. 


FREE  FUGHT  WINNERS 
Mrs  J  Locke  of  Colne,  Lancs;  MrT  Dickinson  of 
Buckhurst  HOI.  Essex!  Mis  E  Fryer  of  Wadebridge, 
Cornwall;  Mr  F  Earle  of  HeswaJL  Merseyside;  Mr  A 
South  of  Towcester.  Northanls;  Mr  D  Poole  of  Carbis 
Bay.  Cornwall  and  Miss  H  Sheppard  of  Harrow,  Middx. 
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Loss  leaves 
Higgins 
in  spiral  of 
decline 

By  Phil  Yates 


THE  decline  of  Alex  "Hurri¬ 
cane"  Higgins,  the  most  con¬ 
troversial  figure  in  the  history 
of  professional  snooker,  now 
seems  irreversible  after  his 
elimination  from  the  Embassy 
world  championship  by  a 
part-timer  market  trader. 

By  far  the  worst  season 
in  Higgins’s  tempestuous 
25-year  career  came  to  an 
acrimonious  and  undignified 
end  in  Blackpool  on  Tuesday 
night  when  he  was  beaten  10-7 
by  Surinder  Gill,  of  Bourne¬ 
mouth,  in  the  eighth  qualify¬ 
ing  round  of  the  champion¬ 
ship  he  won  in  1972  and  1982. 
Higgins  displayed  such  typi¬ 
cally  petulant  behaviour  in 
defeat  that  the  result  did  not 
generate  the  sense  of  loss 
normally  associated  with  the 
last  hurrah  of  a  great 
competitor. 

Higgins  has  lost  11  of  the  12 
matches  he  has  contested  this 
season.  All  of  those  defeats 
have  come  at  the  hands  of 
less  experienced,  lower- 
ranked  opponents,  four  of 
whom  are  outside  the  top  100. 
With  the  exception  of  the 
1990-91  season,  when  he  was 
serving  a  suspension  for  a 
package  of  offences  that 
included  punching  an  official 
and  threatening  to  have  Den¬ 
nis  Taylor  "shot’’,  it  is  the  first 
rime  that  Higgins  has  failed  to 
qualify  for  the  concluding 
phase  of  at  least  one 
tournament. 

He  is  now  sure  to  be 
relegated  from  the  world’s  top 
64  when  the  rankings  receive 
their  annual  revision  in  May. 
That  will  add  two  more 
matches  per  event  to  his 
already  heavy  qualifying  load 
and  it  is  difficult  to  imagine 
him  reaching  a  main  venue 
again. 

Higgins.  47  in  March,  has 
not  mellowed  with  the  years. 
Entering  the  post-match  press 
conference  looking  unsteady 
on  his  feet  and  reeking  of 
alcohol.  Higgins  immediately 
launched  into  what  has  be¬ 
come  a  regular  attack  on  the 
sport's  governing  body,  the 
World  Professional  Billiards 
and  Snooker  Association 
(WPBSA).  Had  the  same  com¬ 
plaints  not  been  aired  in 
public  sd  many  limes  before, 
they  would  have  had  more 
impact.  Given  the  circum¬ 


stances,  it  was  impossible  to 
escape  the  conclusion  that 
they  were  merely  convenient 
excuses. 

“I  have  17  charges  against 
the  association  and  over  the 
next  few  weeks,  if  they  don’t 
answer  them.  I’ll  see  diem  in 
the  High  Court,"  Higgins, 
who  in  recent  years  has  also 
made  a  habit  of  being  scath¬ 
ingly  critical  of  many  well- 
respected  referees,  said. 

“My  livelihood  has  been 
taken  by  the  association.  I 
hope  to  disgrace  the  people 
who  run  tins  game.  I  fear  the 
worst  for  this  rotten  gathering 
of  old  men  and  young  boys 
who  call  themselves  snooker 
professionals." 

Higgins’s  solicitor,  Robin 
Falyey.  has  filed  his  com¬ 
plaints,  which  are  directed 
variously  against  members  of 
the  WPBSA  board,  its  tourna¬ 
ment  director.  Arm  Yates,  its 
medical  officer.  Dr  David 
Forster,  and  its  solicitor.  Mat¬ 
thew  McCloy. 

Higgins,  though,  could  now 
be  forced  to  attend  another 
disciplinary  hearing  after 
being  reported  for  making  a 
“derogatory  remark”  to  Law- 
rie  Ann  and  ale.  an  off-duty 
referee,  as  he  left  the  Norbreck 
Castle  Hotel. 

As  two  years  have  not  yet 
passed  since  Higgins  was 
given  a  suspended  one-year 
ban  for  infringements  of  the 
WPBSA’s  disciplinary  code  at 
the  1994  world  championship, 
the  alleged  verbal  abuse  could 
have  serious  consequences. 
Effectively,  though,  the  abys¬ 
mal  form  shown  by  Higgins 
this  season  has  already  guar¬ 
anteed  his  exile  horn  the 
limelight  The  same  applies  to 
Cliff  Thorbum.  the  1980  world 
champion,  but  there  the  simi¬ 
larity  ends.  Thorbum.  unsuc¬ 
cessful  in  his  last  nine 
matches,  seems  unlikely  to 
leave  his  Toronto  base  to 
compete  next  season,  but  has, 
in  contrast  to  Higgins,  stoical¬ 
ly  accepted  his  demise. 

Higgins  cerlainly  looked 
like  one  of  the  "old  men”  to 
whom  he  referred  as  he  strug¬ 
gled  without  success  to 
contain  Gill,  who  is  No  91  in 
the  world  rankings.  After  this, 
it  is  fair  to  assume  that 
snooker  could  have  seen  its 
last  Hurricane  warning. 


jj  igj ft 1  Sheehan  on  bridge 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 


Playing  on  your  weakest  suit  seems  odd.  but  it  can  be  effective  at 
all  levels  of  the  game.  This  is  a  hand  from  the  match  between 
China  and  Italy,  in  the  round-robin  stage  of  the  1995  Marlboro 
Bermuda  Bowl. 

Dealer  East  'Game  All  IMP’S 


*0543 
*K93 
*1052 
■*104  3 


*92 
▼  A  874 

♦  K  4  3 

♦  J  87  2 


*J86 
V 105  2 
*  A  J  9  8  6 
*95 


*  A  K  107 
VQJ6 

•  07 
4AKQG 


Contract:  3  NT  by  South 

South  opened  2  NT  and  North 
raised  to  3  NT.  In  the  Bulletin 
of  the  event,  Barry  Riga! 
reported  that  Versace  (South, 
for  Italy)  had  a  poor  result  on 
the  previous  board.  With  that 
preying  on  his  mind,  he  was  in 
the  mood  for  a  coup.  The  fact 
that  Four  Spades  was  lay- 
down  against  reasonable 
hreaks  might  have  affected 
him 

Having  escaped  a  diamond 
lead,  many  players  would 
have  taken  the  losing  line  of 
playing  spades  and  dubs, 
hoping  to  make  eight  tricks 
there  to  go  with  the  heart  won 
on  the  opening  lead.  However, 
after  winning  the  queen  of 
hearts  in  hand.  Versace 
crossed  to  the  queen  of  spades 
and  led  a  diamond  to  the 
queen  and  king. 

Not  unnaturally.  West  won 
and  continued  hearts  and  now 
South  had  nine  tricks.  The 


Lead:  Four  of  hearts 

contract  was  also  3  NT  at  the 
other  table,  but  the  Italian 
West  led  a  diamond  and  beat 
the  contract  at  once. 

□  The  1996  Macallan  Interna¬ 
tional  pairs  championship 
started  yesterday,  at  The 
White  House  Hotel.  Albany 
Street.  London,  NVVI.  Early 
leaders  were  the  British  junior 
world  champions  Jason  and 
Justin  Hackett. 

Scores  after  one  round:  1 J  & 
J  Hackett  (GBJ  59  victory 
points;  2  A  Forrester  &  A 
Robson  (GB)  53  VPs;  3  N 
Nickell  &  R  Freeman  (USA)  52 
VPs;  4  Sabine  Zenken  Auken 
&  Daniel  a  Von  Amim  (FRG) 
49  VPs;  5  P  Schemla  &  M 
Perron  (France)  44  VPs. 

Ticket  information:  0IS1-878 
5844. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sprat  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


WQRD-mtCHWG"  v 


By  Philip  Howard 


CHERRYBL’MS 

a.  The  ildi  Hussars 

b.  Raw  rtrcr-J!Ls 

c.  Soldiers  in  Heaven 

SALXHURSE 
a.  Sail  beef 

tv  A  non-spedalisi  naval  officer 
c.  A  naval  ruling  school 


LORD  LOOK-ON 

a.  The  first  accredited  war  corr 

b.  Lord  Lucan 

c.  The  Grand  Old  Duke  of  York 
UMBO 

a.  United  Corps  of  MOs 

b.  US  Marine  Band  Organisation 

c.  A  buss 

Answers  on  page  42 


Ruckwood  and  Foster  prove  their  pedigree 


Armstrong 
wins  place 


Foster's  powerful  stroke  carries  him  to  an  emphatic  victory  in  the  50  metres  freestyle  in  Sheffield  yesterday.  Photograph:  Marc  Aspland 


By  Craig  Lord 

QUALITY  stood  out  as  Rembrandts 
would  at  a  local  arts  and  crafts  show 
as  the  first  of  six  European  rounds  of 
the  swimming  World  Cup  ended  in 
Sheffield  yesterday.  Thankfully,  at 
least  two  Britons.  Adam  Ruckwood 
and  Mark  Foster,  were  in  the  master 

Ruckwood.  21.  a  sprout  of  chest  hair 
showing  that  he  had  not  shaved  down 
for  the  World  Cup  and  is  still  in  heavy 
training,  set  a  British  record  of  Lmin 
56.00sec  to  win  the  200  metres 


backstroke.  The  time  0.41sec  inside 
the  record  he  set  this  time  last  year 
and  the  third-fast  est  in  the  world  this 
season,  marks  rhe  latest  stage  of  a 
seemingly  unstoppable  progress  for 
the  Birmingham  swimmer.  His  best 
time  has  cascaded  down  from  2min 
1.90sec  in  1993b  through  2min  O.ISsre 
in  1994  and  lmin  56.41sec  last  year. 

There  is  much  more  to  come  from 
Ruckwood.  who.  like  Foster,  viewed 
Sheffield  merely  as  a  barometer  to  his 
progress  in  pursuing  greater  glories  at 
the  Olympic  Games  in  Atlanta  this 
summer.  Foster.  25,  the  defending 


World  Cup  sprint  freestyle  champion, 
was  0.61sec  quicker  than  his  nearesl 
challenger  in  the  50  metres  freestyle 
—  a  race  in  which  just  0.2sec  often 
splits  eight  swimmers  in  a  field  of 
high  quality. 

Foster  could  be  pleased  with  the 
technical  progress  he  is  making  in  his 
quest  to  rival  the  favourite.  Alexander 
Popov,  in  Atlanta,  buL  on  yesterday's 
overall  performances,  the  swimmer  to 
watch  for  at  the  Games  is  Ding 
Chujin.  Ding’s  progress  from  outside 
the  top  100  in  the  world  last  year  into 
the  top  ten  brought  him  a  second 


World  Cup  victory  in  Sheffield  yester¬ 
day.  with  a  time  uf  lmin  0.87$ec  in  the 
100  metres  breaststroke. 

Ding,  20.  is  similar  in  style  and 
physique  to  Norbert  Rozsa  —  the 
muscular  Hungarian  who  was  virtu¬ 
ally  unknown  before  he  deprived  the 
British  swimmer.  Adrian  Moorhouse. 
of  the  world  No  I  spot  in  sprint 
breaststroke  in  1991.  Yesterday.  Ding 
was  never  in  danger  of  being  defeated 
and  he  maintained  his  fast  pace  in  the 
closing  metres  when  others  staried  to 
tire.  His  relative  progress  since  1993 
puts  that  of  Ruckwood  in  the  shade. 


Britain  settle  for  point  after  losing  lead  twice 


Spain . 2 

Great  Britain . 2 


FRom  Sydney  Friskin 

IN  BARCELONA 


HOCKEY  matdies  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain  usu¬ 
ally  quicken  the  pulse  and 
yesterday’s  meeting  in  the 
Olympic  qualifying  tourna¬ 
ment  here  was  no  exception. 
Britain  surrendered  the  lead 
twice  and  should  have 
capitalised  on  their  territorial 
advantage  earlier. 

However,  the  result  left 
them  fifth  in  the  tournament 
table,  comfortably  in  conten¬ 


tion  to  secure  one  of  the  five 
places  in  Atlanta  after  three 
draws  in  four  games.  Holland 
are  the  new  leaders  of  the 
group  after  an  astonishing  9-4 
victory  over  Belgium 
yesterday. 

Robert  Thompson  had  two 
early  chances  to  give  Britain 
the  lead.  His  first  effort  hit  the 
crossbar  while  his  second 
opportunity  was  struck 
straight  at  the  goalkeeper. 

Nevertheless.  Britain 
gained  the  lead  that  their  early 
pressure  deserved  in  the  sev¬ 
enteenth  minute  when  Giles 
advanced  from  his  customary’ 
position  on  the  bench  to  score 
from  a  short  comer.  The  goal 


TABLE 

P  W  D  L 

F 

A  Pts 

Holland 

4  3  0  1 

19 

10 

6 

Spam 

4  2  2  0 

y 

3 

6 

India 

4  2  2  0 

9 

4 

b 

kfelaysia 

4  3  0  1 

7 

6 

6 

3reat  Britain 

4  13  0 

10 

7 

5 

Canada 

4  112 

b 

10 

a 

3eionjS3ia 

4  0  0  4 

11 

0 

Belgium 

4  0  0  4 

7 

ia 

0 

Top  five  qualify  for  Ofyippc  Games. 

was  the  spur  Spain  needed 
and  immediately  E  sea  me 
missed  an  easy  chance  by 
shooting  over. 

The  pressure  continued  up 
to  the  interval,  with  Mason 
saving  from  Escarre.  and. 


having  served  notice  of  their 
intentions.  Spain  duly  equal¬ 
ised  in  the  43rd  minute 
through  AinaL 

Britain’s  response  was  inst¬ 
ant  and  they  were  back  in 
front  two  minutes  later  Nick 
Thompson  delivered  the  bail 
from  the  left  and  Robert 
Thompson  shot  home. 

Spain's  tactic  of  not  conced¬ 
ing  short  comers  meant  that 
Giles  was  confined  to  the 
bench  while  Their  strategy  of 
attacking  from  the  right  kept 
Britain  pegged  hack.  Their 
second  equaliser  came  in  the. 
die  55ih  minute,  when  Garcia 
Maurino  forced  the  hall  home 
after  a  frantic  scramble. 


There  was  a  further  late 
scare  for  Britain  when  Spain 
failed  to  convert  a  short  comer 
and  a  relieved  David 
Whitaker,  the  Britain  coach, 
said;  “When  they  won  their 
only  penalty  aimer  25  seconds 
from  the  end.  1  was  glad  to  get 
away  with  a  draw." 

SPAIN-  ft  >jiiec;a  J  MaJq&aa  J  Anal  R 
Sola.  J  Allied  VPuiOl  J  Gaicia-klaurne  P 
Oior.  a  lok-rvi-i.  j  Ethane.  •  Ainau 
used  V  Escijae  .1  Omares 
GREAT  BRITAIN  S  Mason  iReadmi'  J 
Wvaa  (Reading)  Soma  Singh  iSocihgatoi. 
G  Ford  ham  iHoirvJbnl.  Kalbrr  Takher 
iCanncKJ.)  S  Haditl  :HounsJo*i.  C  Mayer 
1  Cannock],  J  Shaw  |Souihcja»*i.  R  Thorny 
son  1HcHjn5.l1?*  1  J  Lasletl  iTvddngijr. 
cacvami  N  Thompson  (Old  LnuQhron«vi 
Subs  used:  C  liles  1  Havant  |  H  H  os  kin 
ifleaair.gi.  p  Hail  ('ju.fcfioid' 

Umpires  P  ven  R*:h  arid  S  Ehict- 

itiwmaikl 


on  bench 
for  visit 
of  France 

By  Mark  Souster 

AFTER  threatening  ihe  axe  in 
the  event  of  failure  in  Dublin, 
the  Scotland  rugby  union  se¬ 
lectors  have,  in  the  light  of  an 
uplifting  victory,  understand¬ 
ably  named  an  unchanged 
side  to  face  France  at 
Murravfidd  on  Saturday 
week. 

However,  in  announcing 
vesterday  (he  team  that  won 
lb-10  at  Lansdowne  Road  in 
the  tceih  of  a  gale,  rain  and  a 
torrent  of  pre-match  criticism. 
Jim  Teller,  the  chairman  of 
selectors,  said  that  selection 
had  not  been  a  “rubber-stamp 
exercise"  —  a  statement  that 
may  give  hope  to  the  backs. 
Kenny  Logan  and  Craig  Chal¬ 
mers.  who  are  again  over¬ 
looked. 

Weaknesses,  which  were  ev¬ 
ident  hefore  the  game,  still 
existed,  he  said,  particularly  at 
the  lineout.  while  some  play¬ 
ers  showed  a  worrying  naivety 
about  some  laws  of  the  game, 
which  France,  of  ail  sides, 
would  exploit 

“However,  we  decided  that 
the  team  performance,  espe¬ 
cially  in  defence,  wax  greater 
than  individual  performances 
and  it  would  have  been  remiss 
of  us  in  drop  anyone  having 
played  well,”  Telfer  said. 

The  selectors  also  toyed  with 
the  idea  of  reshuffling  the  back 
three,  as  well  as  including 
Damian  Cronin  to  counter  the 
physical  threat  France  will 
pose,  but  decided  to  keep  faith 
with  players  who  rose  to  the 
occasion  in  Ireland. 

The  only  change  to  the  21- 
man  squad  is  the  inclusion, 
among  the  replacements,  of 
Gary  ~  Armstrong,  now  of 
Newcastle,  who  showed,  espe¬ 
cially  during  the  second  half  in 
Scotland  A’s  defeat  by  their 
Irish  counterparts  last  Friday, 
that  he  is  fast  regaining  his 
appetite  and  form. 

However,  it  would  have 
been  unthinkable  even  to 
consider  replacing  Bryan 
Red  path,  who  was  outstand¬ 
ing  in  Dublin  and  is  a  player 
whose  game.  Telfer  said,  fitted 
Scotland’s  new'  approach  and 
whose  sen-ice.  against  Ire¬ 
land,  was  as  good" as  he  had 
seen. 

SCOTLAND  R  J  S  Shepherd  iMttiO'e'.  C 
A  Joiner  l.leliosei,  3  Hastings 
.YrdHttWe r*ti  I  C  J ardme  iSiirtffvj  Caurivi 
M  Dods  iNornanpirr,.-.  G  P  J  Townsend 
1  Normal r.p:orij  B W Radpatti  1  Meli ase]  Dl 
W  Hilton  iBaJ  i  K  D  McKenzie  .Starve 
Couravi  P  H  Wnghl  iBoroughmuin.  R  I 
Wainwnghi  iV.a:sor.iani  captain  1.  s  J 
Campbell  (Dundee  HSFP|  G  W  Weir 
iUe-.vsaaiei  I  R  Smith  (Gloucester  E  W 
Peters  iSath'  Replacements.  K  M  Logan 
iSiaiinc  Coui-.rx  1  C  M  Chalmers  (Mefcosej 
G  Armstrong  (NtMisnei.  &  Murray 
(Ecmbjrch  Abaoemica.Ti  A  P  Bwnell 
(London  Seollishl.  J  A  Hay  «Ha*iC*l 


Keene  on  chess 

- a) - 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

British  wins 

The  British  contingent  was 
much  in  evidence  in  the 
GausdaJ  tournament  that  fin¬ 
ished  last  week  in  Norway. 
John  Emms,  from  London, 
celebrated  his  recent  aw  ard  of 
the  grandmaster  title  by  win¬ 
ning  this  sharp,  attacking 
game.  Not  to  be  outdone, 
Robert  Beilin,  the  former  Brit¬ 
ish  champion,  also  notched  up 
a  miniature  win. 

White:  Emms 
Black:  Haveland 
Gausdai.  January  1996 
Centre  Counter  Defence 


1 

e4 

d5 

2 

a«ti5 

Qxd5 

3 

Nc3 

QaS 

4 

Nf3 

Nf6 

5 

64 

Bf5 

6 

362 

c6 

7 

BC4 

e6 

e 

Nd5 

Qd8 

9 

N*tB+ 

Qri6 

10 

NeS 

Nd7 

11 

Mxd7 

Kxrf7 

12 

c3 

Qg6 

13 

00 

Bd6 

Diagram  of  final  position 


14 

Ret 

h5 

15 

BI1 

h4 

16 

Qt3 

0(6 

17 

Oe3 

Rag8 

18 

c4 

b6 

19 

a4 

95 

20 

a5 

B(4 

21 

Qe2 

Bvl 2 

22 

Oid2 

Ra8 

23 

Ra3 

ftib8 

24 

d5 

e»J5 

25 

cxd5 

c5 

26 

Bb5+ 

Kc7 

27 

Bc6 

94 

28 

014  + 

Black  resigns 

White:  Robert  Beilin 
Blade  Olkinuora 
Gausdai,  January  1996 


Schmidt  Benoni 


1 

d4 

NI6 

2 

Nc3 

C5 

3 

d5 

96 

4 

e4 

d8 

5 

14 

Nbd7 

6 

N13 

Bg7 

7 

e5 

dreS 

8 

txe5 

Ng4 

9 

e6 

Nde5 

10 

Bb5+ 

Kf8 

11 

Nve5 

12 

0-0 

ab 

13 

Be2 

bS 

14 

Be3 

Bb7 

15 

Bxc5 

Rc8 

16 

b4 

15 

17 

94 

r<big4 

18 

Bxg4 

E*c3 

19 

Bri5 

Ke8 

20 

Be4 

R18 

21 

Rri8+ 

Kxt8 

22 

Q13+ 

BIG 

23 

Oa16+ 

Siac*  resigns 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


WINNING  MOVE 


By  Raymond  Keene 

White  to  move.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Adams  — 
Hodgson,  Hastings  Premier, 
1991.  Here,  White  found  a  way 
to  force  a  gain  of  material  that 
subsequently  led  to  him  win¬ 
ning  the  game.  What  did  he 
play? 

Solntion  on  page  42 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA)'  Toiernc 
86  New  Jersey  79.  Adana  84  Cleveland  '2. 
Indira  117  Phoenc*  ICC  Ortando  105 
Philadelphia  90.  Oviag?  99  New  Yc»l  79 
Utah  96  Portland  72;  DalLw  1 1 1  Sacranen- 
to 


BOXING 


YORK  HAU.  Bethnal  Green:  World 
Boring  Organisation  1  mar -continental 
supei -middeweight  championship  Mart- 
DeJanev  (Wert  Ham.  bolder  1  bt  Canon 
Grttnhs  (Rhtwsda)  pis  Suoer-baniam 
Spencer  OTner  fBameil  W  Ricky  Bearo 
iDagenhami  rsc  Jtdmd  Ugnt-wefter  Paul 
Krvgrns  iRedfrll)  drew  wan  Karl  Tayto' 
(B»mir>Qhe.Ti)  Light -rrild die  Sieve  RoC^ns. 
iWesl  Ram)  a  Andy  Jerve.  i Liverpool  pis 
Super -mickSe  Bench  Lestev  tlsiroJonj  bi 
MrtfiaH  Pmoc*.  iBamrigharnl  per 


CRICKET 


Second  Test  match 

New  Zealand  v  Zimbabwe 

ALCALAND  (WW  day  oi  five)  NewCisaisnd 
drew  with  Cim&adwt- 

NEW  ZEALAND.  Firy  (mines  25 1  iS  P 
Fiemma  84r  Second  Inongs  441  let  5  dec 
(C  M  Spearman  112.  R  G'Twose  94.  A  C 
Par ore  76.  c  L  Cams  1201 
ZIMBABWE:  Final  Innings  326  it'  L 
Houghton  104  noi  out) 

Second  innings 


G  W  pt!».i«?r  C  Kennedy  O  F'arel  7 1 

3  V  Canister  Fleming  b  Kennedy  .  58 
G  J  Whmail  e  Gcmwi  b  Patel  .  10 
'TA  Flcrwer  rnl  out  45 

ADR  Campbell  ■:  Getmon  b  Twos*  34 
C  6  VVchart  rwl  ou»  _  .  12 

Earns  to  6  nb  &  w  2i  16 

Total  H  wkts)  _ _ _ 246 

D  L  Houghton.  PA  Slicing.  H  H  Street.  E A 


Branoes  and  B  C  Strang  did  noi  bat 
FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-120.  ,2-144  3-1J5 
4-225 

BOWLING'  ABott  19  3  53-0  Cams  23-6 
49-Cr.  Kennedy  22-3-61-1.  Patel  2?-6-tC-2 
Lareor  5- 3-8-0  T*-ase  3-1-5-1  Astw 
1-0-4 -0 


HOCKEY 


BARCELONA:  Olympic  qualifying  tour¬ 
nament.  Canada  1  Malaysia  2:  India  2 


BetoiiK~a  0.  Span  2  'Steal  Bnialf.  2 
Holland  £*  Betojum  * 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHLj:  Mr:  3 

Los  Angeles  1  Florida  5  Washington  J 


ICE  SKATING 


SOFIA:  European  charntoonshipff  Pairs 
latter  sn.jn  programme  1  1  U  WaeCc<  and  I 
Sleuer  (Gen  0  5  tailored  ciacemem  2  O 
k  CTrma  and  A  Dmitriev  (nuni  1  0  3.  M 
EtMa  and  A  Bustikov  (Russ)  1  5  Botch 
placing:  li.  L Rogers  andM  AttNii 


MOTOR  RALLYING 


MONTE  CARLO  RALLY  Leadmg  posit¬ 
ions'  1.  F'  Bemadmi  (Fi  F:rd  Escort  3m 
52mn  t9sea.  2.  F  Detect  (Fr  Peugeot 


FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

KkS-l'K  7  jopm  unless  stared 
PONTINS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  First  di¬ 
vision:  Liverpool  v  SnefieW  tinned  ’v 
Souihpon  FC.  7  Oi  Second  dnveworr 
Gnmstr.  Ten. 71  v  firadl.»d  '?it\  i7  0)  A: ion 
Vita  v  Srmdeifena  i7  nt 
JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE’  Fksi  dl- 
tftsaofi  Toe  on  v  L’-nwilon 
UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  First 
division:  F'tazoncven  and  let-compe  « 
Crowvboiougl'. 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  FA  Premier 
League  Ur»der-19  Trophy,  'tailor dr-hue  v 
W&y  Muiands  jai  Chase  Town  FC  1 
bh  Snickers  Under- 19  Trophy.  !ji- 
v  Si  Bedei  GS.  Bradtc-rd  ll 
English  Goodyear  Under- 16  Trophy: 
H4i*3d*4-|  HS  (Noriafr)  V  ON  Oi  Ely  Coieoe 
iCamtrs.  2  6)  Enqfi&h  gris'  Vuruo  Under- 
16  Trophy  Lostoct  HS  (Greater 
Martcteireri  v  FramhiU  HS  it. terse, •side 
3  JOl.  GartMUr  it-lorvi :  Hall  Crow  Comp 
(South  r«kshire.  1  XT  Matinee.-  ArrcW 
(Surrey)  v  Homewood  0-er.t  2  XD 

OTHER  SPORT 

BOWLS:  OS  «Wsft  (StaWTi  iLX&nefli) 
English  Indoor  Bo.\iing  Asiao-iriori 
.  'EivjS'sn  Warner,  r.  Indoor  Bo-'/mg 
toowwi  {L  odder  Vale  Btanpide 
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SNOWLINE 


Hi _ 

24hr  skiiiK  BiformatkHi  cfirect  from  the  resorts  fan 


AUSTRIA  •  FRANCE  *  SWITZERLAND  •  ITALY 
REST  OF  EUROPE  •  N.  AMERICA/CANADA 
SPAIN/ANDORRA  •  ROMANIA/BULGARIA 


Or  for  a  faxed  report,  dial: 

0891  662  258  - 

from  a  Telephone  linked  to  a  fax  machine 


i  WEATHERLINE  0891  333  462 

;am  prehen  si  ve  outlook  in  the  skiing  areas  for  the  week  ahead 
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A  Scottish  ski  resorts 

0891200  627 


3061  at  3rr*n  Xwx..  3.  A  Schwarr  ,Gc* 
To(waC»lie^'4  66  -  BBegur(Fr  Subaru 
hpiai  9  38  6  C  Barrini  rFi  Sutwru 
Invxtisbj  1 1  47.  6  r  Posrei  tHoii  :jjba.Tj 
lnip«r«)  12  20 


RUGBY  UNION 


HEINEKEN  LEAGUE:  Fin4  *n»ion.  LU 

rw:ii  39  Etto.%  Vole  8.  Sv.-ansea  13 
Ponr.-pjvio  9 

WELSH  RUGBY  UNION  MIDWEEK  COM¬ 
PETITION'  Pool  b:  Dun-.uni  72  Tenby  Uid 
12  Naiberh  j  U^'d-Jvwy  18  Pool  C' 
Ltanharan  ;-j  South  Wales  Pole*  i£.  Pool 
D.  Bonyrr-a=r.  ;8  Matsiag  36.  Tondu  6 
Vsuo'ig.riat.  3o 

REPRESENTATIVE  MATCH:  ChJord 
Unhiwsn.'  r  RAF  j? 


SKIING 


VALLOIRE  France;  World  Cup:  Men: 
Super^iarfl  slalom:  1  H  hnaus  lAuilr^l 
tmr.  Oi  29s*i  2.  ASLaardal  (Nor)  1  01  >5 
3  F  Nvbeig  (See)  1  01  57.  4.  G  MfrJer 
tAuSIliai  l-oi  fej  £  AFanori  nil  1  91  71  6 
equal.  L  Alpha nd  iFr)  ar\3  D  RanNe;.  iUSi 
id  ’2  BirtfehpoeHion.4&.G Bern  0423 
Leading  standvigs.  Super  -giam  slalom,  i 
Sfcudai  200pl?  2  hJVaii  IB?  3  L  Kjus 
•Nors  I B0  4.  rMberg  141.  5.  R  kjo*ll 
I  Austria  I  125. 6  A  Fanon  flit  95  Overall;  1 
>.{ii5  956.  2  G  lAldCa  I  Austria!  7SJ.  3.  Kt 
Von  Gruruoen  iSvntcl  728.  British  position. 
136  BN  o 


SNOOKER 


BLACKPOOL  Embassy  world  champ¬ 
ionship:  Eighth  cualitying  round  lEnatwi 
u.-4^ss  staled)  C'  Date  iWaier.)  t-t  J  Jchnson 
U*-7-  G  Oroene  w  D  Mountioy-  (Yi'al-usi  10-4 
W  Brevet  p:  S  Ne-vbury  (Walts i  10-9  R 
Lawit«  a  D  ClarN?  108  A  Bobovar  w  L 
Dodd  10-6.  E  Henderson  iScoii  bi  P 
Lt Phillips  iScon  IP- 6.  M  Halleli  CD  I  Brunty 
19-5  J  Bach  W  C  Shadi  iSco:!  10  9.  M 
FJoamo«»  u  G  Soldi cv  10-J.  M  C'air--  W  > 
Bunouvs  i&-7  C  MacG'ilivray  l&:on  W  M 
Sc-r.ntin  (V/atcsj  10-9  J  Burnell  iScaM  bl  U 
ViTBianu  (Watosi  tO-B.  T  Murphy  ill  n=)  b;  3 
Eiciit  iScotl  10-S.  A  PowfT  (Wikr-.l  b:  M 
DwiolMiiit  iS:att  n>7  D  Fowicf  w  M 


SWIMMING 


SHEFFIELD:  World  Cup  irwmmg-  Men- 
Freestyle;  100m.  I.  S  Bum  (jam) 
J9  9fcsc  3  M  Fee  if  iCir,  d  CardiKi  iJ>  pj 
400m  1  DLsaJer  :N3t  imin  45  Ws*-:  7  P 
F’almer  iCih  o<  LmrcHni  3  45  85  Bad- 
stroke.  100m.  i  N  Wdlev  (Bam*:  ilopiham 
2.  A  RijcMvkkI  -C  tf  oi 
E-irrunghami  54  50  Breaststroke  50m 
Chryn  Dn-g  (Cnmat  27  6Sr^:  200m:  N 
Gilknpham  iCi*y  Birmirvjt-ami  jmn 
I2  5JW-;  BulteiHy:  50m;  1.  T  Rupp'ratri 
lG«i  24  £3s-=c.  3.  A  Rapiey  iCi:-.-  c-1 
ShcrtreWl  2J  tkb  200m:  >:  ijaika'  tFof)  imir. 
SS36sec  Ihdrvkhiat  medley  100m:  J 
Sieiviert  iFni  S3  7&r4-i;  lequat  wory 
ir-ic-rit  400m:  Sievmien  (Fini  Jmm 
IS .%«  Women-  Freestyle:  50m.  1  V 
Jpransen  iNon  25  65f.ee  2  S  Roiph  |Ccv 
d  Me;,^a£j:e|  2587  209m.  1.  V  hfcimei 
iDer.-.rr.isido  2rr.T)  Kl  t&U'?  3.  A  Emnir 
■  Nova  LCMimoni  20141  800m-  i  Daib. 
(Non  3  35  60  Backstroke:  50rr  equal  1.  L 
Sier.t  iLc.usht'Otoi>ji  Students)  aro  £ 
Pinfia  '5p(  2992w:.  3.  5  FYi«  iBamri 
Coptnai-i  2996  200m:  A  Srr>:«:  (tLTi  2mr. 
i2  S6»i  Bieaststrc-ke.  tOOm:  t  T  Miller 
•Noil  108  98  2.  M  Haidirrun  iCif>  o' 
Ekr.T«hgr-^iT,ii  l  10  29;  3.  S  Browrisd  v.  (C'ti 
bl  CO'4.mr,-i  1  :0  96  Butterfly;  100m:  Wei 
tuo  ZhOhp  (China?  1-4063  Individual 
medley:  200m.  S  Roipri  (Cny  ot  Ncwc<IS!lei 
2  15  °6 


TENNIS 


MELBCiURNE:  Australian  Open:  Men: 
Singles  Quarter-finals-  A  Aoarsi  (US)  p:  J 
Caurei  |US»  6-7  2-6.  c-3  6-:  c-2  B 
Becker  .jei  ibt  i  f  jmm.  iRjtsi  6-4  :-c 
t- 1  M  IVboJtorde  iAuii  &r  T  Snqvrr!  .Suc-t 
6-4  6-4  6-4  Women:  Singles  Ouarter- 
final.  A  C-x  irc-f  iSAi  b:  M  hnyt.  (S.vigi  T-5 
4-6  6-t  AHuberiuari  btCkiariffieziSp!  j- 
6  6-2  6-1  MOed  doubles:  Ouarter-finaL 
14  hnomiles  idahi  arj  l  Fieyrr.or.-  iL'Sj  M  M 
Tetriur  .'Ausl  and  JHalard-Dccudis  Fit  7- 
6  6-2  Boys:  Double®  Second  round.  M 
Lee  ;G5i  and  J  Trocman  (GB'  b:  l.t 
Fiiiparnck  iAl:i  and  B  C<srerbn.ni  Gei'  6-.' 
i-0 


DISCOVERY  DATA:  LOWEST  MANNED  SPACBFUGItT;  USSR  1995:  437  DAYS 

BOYZ 

TOYZ 

9PM  TONIGHT 

AND  EVERY  WEEKDAY 

2  HOURS  OF  FACT  PACKED,  HIGH  SPEED,  HI-TECH  TELEVISION. 


EXPLORE  YOUR  WORLD 


Gresty  Road’s  guru  under  the  microscope 

. ..  : in^n '.L  I  i 1 1  DiVlrf  _ _  rhp  nnp  litp  Platt  nr  Rrvan  IJHeShall.  theV  COUkJ  not  dis- 


H  ere  and  there,  football 
has  its  minor  man¬ 
agement  miracles, 
though  they  tend  not  to  get 
noticed.  Jack  Charlton  or  Bri¬ 
an  Clough  have  received  due 
credit,  but  those  such  as  Alan 
Ashman,  with  Carlisle  United. 
Jimmy  Sinreli  or  Bobby 
Gould,  making  bricks  without 
straw,  mostly  Fade  into  folk¬ 
lore  without  acquiring  lasting 
fame. 

Dario  Gradi  belongs  to  the 
latter  breed.  Could  Alex  Fergu¬ 
son  or  Kenny  Dalglish,  with¬ 
out  inexhaustible  cheque¬ 
books  at  their  elbow,  do  what 
Gradi  has  done  with  Crewe 
Alexandra?  Gresty  Road,  that 
narrow,  terraced  red-brick 
northern  street,  has  changed 
little  in  the  (20  years  since 
Alexandra  was  founded,  yet 
step  inside  the  football  ground 
today  and  it  could  have  come 
from  a  Conran  design 
catalogue. 

Bom  in  1942  in  Milan, 
educated  at  Glyn  Grammar 
School  in  south  London,  an 


England  amateur  internation¬ 
al  in  1969  with  Sutton  United 
and  one  of  the  few.  like  Lawrie 
McMenemy.  to  become  a 
league  manager  without  hav¬ 
ing  played  the  senior  league 
game.  Gradi  is  the  definitive 
English  professional. 

He  is  as  unremittingly 
hooked  as  diehards  of  the  past, 
such  as  Bill  Nicholson  or  Bill 
Shanldy.  men  who  lived  the 
game  every  waking  hour, 
seven  days  a  week,  from 
breakfast  to  bedtime.  This  is 
one  reason  he  remains  unmar¬ 
ried  at  54. 

“It  probably  won't  happen 
now."  he  admits  with  a  shrug. 
“Football  is  a  drug,  maybe  as 
harmful.  I've  become  selfish 
for  what  1  want  to  do.  But  it's 
also  a  creative  thing.  The 
reward  is  seeing  dungs  hap¬ 
pen  on  match  day  that  you've 
worked  at  in  training  for 
hours  and  hours  —  a  14-pass 
move  that  ends  with  a  goal." 
Like  Shankly,  the  light  in  his 
eye  never  dims. 

Gradi  is  one  of  those  inter- 


David  Miller  says  Crewe  will  be  finely 
tuned  for  their  FA  Cup  visit  to  The  Dell 


viewed  by  the  Football  Associ¬ 
ation  for  the  new  position  oF 
technical  director,  a  possibility 
that  remains  in  limbo.  Mean¬ 
while,  he  has  more  urgent 
matters  on  hand,  such  as 
pressing  for  promotion  to  the 
Endsleigh  Insurance  League 
first  division  and  the  FA  Cup 
fourth-round  match  away  to 
Southampton  on  Saturday. 

In  financial  rankings. 
Gradft  budget  is  at  market- 
stall  level  alongside  the 
Asprey*s  milieu  of  Manchester 
United.  Crewe’s  average  wage 
is  £17,000  a  year,  not  per  week. 
The  other  day.  1  overheard 
him  discussing  the  possible 
purchase  of  a  new  player  with 
a  fellow  manager. 

“So  he  thinks  he  can  get  X 
thousand  from  another  club 
does  he . . .  well,  you  tell  him  to 
go  and  get  it . ..  next  thing,  hell 
be  telling  me  he’s  got  to  be  ‘fair 


to  his  family’,  or  he’s  con¬ 
cerned  about  security’  ... 
spare  me  that . . .  sorry  mate, 
well  get  by.  See  you." 

Giving  early  impetus  to 
David  Haft’s  career  and  the 
transfer  of  Rob  Jones  to  Liver¬ 
pool  are  milestones  in  Gradi ’s 
13  years  with  Crewe,  yet  the 
real  achievement  has  been  the 
conversion  of  a  near-derelict 
relic  into  a  thriving  dub.  with 
an  alt-seat  stadium  and  a 
generative  source  of  young 
players.  There  are  some  15 
players  in  the  league  from 
Gradi ’s  youth  scheme  and 
another  15  on  his  own  books, 
including  Fran  Tierney,  near¬ 
ly  sold  to  Liverpool  for 
£700,000.  Gareth  WhaJley. 
who  played  for  the  Endsleigh 
League  against  an  Italian 
league  side,  and  Danny  Mur¬ 
phy.  a  member  of  the  England 
Under-lS  side  last  year,  are 


Gradi:  refiner  of  talent 

other  products  of  a  develop¬ 
ment  scheme  that  costs 
£100.000  each  year  and  hand¬ 
somely  justifies  itself.  Both 
were  key  figures  in  the  Cup 
victory  over  West  Bromwich 
Albion  and  central  to  the  plans 
for  toppling  Southampton. 

“Whalieys  a  better  technical 
director,  with  the  ball,  than 
Platt  but  not  as  effective." 


Gradi  says.  His  ideal  player  is 
the  one  like  Platt  or  Bryan 
Robson,  who  can  make  goals, 
score  goals,  stop  goals  and 
never  mind  the  fantasy. 

Gradi,  as  coach,  is  an  un¬ 
usual  blend  of  sophistication 
and  pragmatism.  The  two 
men  he  learnt  most  from  are 
Dave  Sexton  —  "the  nearest  to 
what  1  wanted  to  be"  —  at 
Chelsea,  and  Charles  Hughes, 
the  FA  director  of  coaching, 
with  whom  he  worked  as 
assistant  with  England  ama¬ 
teurs  and  as  FA  regional 
coach. 

“Charlie  is  brilliant"  he 
said.  “So  much  of  what  he  says 
is  true,  but  his  public  relations 
are  poor.  What  I've  done  is 
graft  some  of  Hughes  onto 
some  of  Sexton." 

He  is  puzzled  at  the  contrast 
between  his  own  reputation, 
as  a  constructive  coach  intent 
on  mobility,  and  the  wide¬ 
spread  disaffection  for 
Hughes,  alleged  villain  of  the 
long-ball  school.  When  Gradi 
took  a  team  of  his  to  be 


coached  by  Hushes  at 
LUIeshall.  they  could  not  dis¬ 
cern  any  difference. 

What  has  kept  him  at 
Gresty  Road?  ‘There’s  always 
beat  progress  around  the  cor¬ 
ner.”  he  says,  eagerly.  “We’ve 
never  stood  still.”  Most  eve¬ 
nings.  he  is  involved  in  the 
local  centre  of  excellence,  help¬ 
ing  Bill  Prendergast,  the  part- 
time  director,  to  coach  ten-to- 
16-year-olds.  He  loves  hard 
work,  dislikes  players  who 
don’t,  is  tolerant  of  defeat 
when  players  have  worked. 

"In  every  match,  you’ve  got 
to  have  had  your  moments. 
The  thrill  of  the  game  is 
working  with  teams,  die 
adrenalin  from  winning  and 
losing.  That’s  why  W  rather 
coach  players  than  coach 
coaches  [as  England  technical 
director].  If  £  got  that  Job. 
great  I’m  not  hunting  for  it” 

Southampton?  He  looks  for 
mobility,  to  punish  any  South¬ 
ampton  player  who  doesn’t 
work.  “If  a  flash  of  Le  Tissier’s 
touch  floors  us.  dial’s  life." 


United  agree 
influential 
alliance  with 
AC  Milan 


By  David  Maddock 


MANCHESTER  UNITED 
and  AC  Milan,  two  of  the  most 
powerful  clubs  in  European 
football,  have  joined  forces  by 
drawing  up  an  accord  to 
create  an  influential  voice  on 
important  martens  in  relation 
to  the  recent  Bosnian  ruling. 

The  agreement  will  see  the 
two  clubs,  among  the  wealthi¬ 
est  in  the  game,  working 
together  over  such  matters  as 
the  possible  formation  of  a 
European  super  league  They 
have  also  reached  agreement 
over  transfer  links,  where 
players  could  flow  between  the 
two  teams. 

Martin  Edwards,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  Manchester  United, 
confirmed  that  a  delegation 
from  his  dub  visited  Milan 
Iasi  Friday  and  agreed  to  work 
closely  on  specific  areas  of 
common  interest.  “I  don’t 
want  to  be  drawn."  he  said, 
"but  it  is  true  to  say  we  are 
looking  at  a  transfer  accord 
post-Bosman  and  the  key  area 
of  European  competition. 

“I  don’t  think  it  is  useful  at 
this  stage  to  go  into  the  matter 
too  deeply.  People  could  mis¬ 
interpret  the  situation  as  the 
two  clubs  perhaps  trying  to 
take  on  Uefa  (European  foot¬ 
ball's  governing  body).  It  cer¬ 
tainly  isn’t  thaL  but  we  are 
looking  at  those  areas." 

Both  Manchester  United 
and  Milan  are  concerned  with 
Uefa's  continuing  unbending 
stance  over  the  limitation  of 
clubs  to  use  of  three  foreign 
players  in  a  match  m  Euro¬ 
pean  competition.  They  have 
already  suggested,  along  with 
other  powerful  dubs  such  as 
Barcelona  and  Arsenal,  that 
they  wall  consider  creating 
their  own  competition  if  the 
rule  is  maintained.  Their  pow¬ 
erful  alliance  will  reinforce  the 
argument. 

Umberto  Gandini.  Milan's 
organisational  executive  and 
No  3  at  the  club,  explained 


that  they  had  discussed  a  new 
European  venture.  “We  are 
keen  to  ensure  that  Uefa  does 
not  maintain  the  foreigners 
rule,  and  we  have  discussed 
thaL”  he  said. 

"We  also  have  ideas  on  the 
format  of  future  European 
competition,  and  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  lo  work  closely  with 
United  over  those.  We  would 
like  to  see  dubs  like  Milan  and 
Manchester  competing 
against  each  other  regularly  .’ 

It  is  though,  the  transfer 
accord  between  the  two  dubs 
which  will  generate  most  im¬ 
mediate  interest  They  have 
agreed  further  meetings  to 
discuss  possible  movement  for 
players  at  the  end  of  their 
contracts  —  on  free  transfers 
as  the  Bosnian  ruling  de¬ 
mands  —  between  the  two 
dubs.  United  are  interested  in 
the  internationals  Maldini. 
Eranio.  and  the  Croatian. 
Bo  ban.  Milan’s  thoughts  are 
concentrated  on  Giggs. 
Schmeichel  and  Cantona. 

Gandini  added:  The  ma¬ 
chinery  is  in  place  with  re¬ 
gards  to  movement  of  players. 
We  see  it  as  beneficial  if  both 
dubs  can  capitalise  on  the 
freedom  the  players  will  have 
by  setting  up  an  agreement" 

In  essence,  the  clubs  would 
escape  the  damaging  financial 
loss  the  scrapping  of  transfers 
would  bring,  by  swapping 
their  leading  players  when 
their  contracts  are  at  an  end.  “I 
won't  deny  that  we  discussed 
that,  and  it  is  true  to  say  that 
we  are  looking  at  ways  of 
mutually  using  the  post- 
Bosman  transfer  system  to  our 
benefit."  Edwards  said. 

If  the  accord  does  yield  any 
tangible  benefits  in  terms  of 
transfers,  it  is  unlikely  to  be 
evident  until  the  summer, 
when  several  Milan  players. 
Eranio.  a  right-sided  midfield 
player,  among  them,  complete 
their  contracts. 


Campbell,  left  of  Tottenham  Hotspur,  and  Ehiogu.  of  Aston  Villa,  take  a  break  from  the  England  training  session.  Picture:  Hugh  Rootledge 

Venables  revels  in  questionable  practice 


By  David  Powell 

YOU  would  have  thought 
thaL  by  now.  Teny  Venables 
might  be  fed  up  with  ques¬ 
tions.  Apparently  noL  For 
most  of  this  week,  he  has 
wanted  to  be  asked  more. 

As  a  contender  for  question 
of  the  month,  the  one  about 
whether  he  will  change  his 
mind  about  stepping  down  as 
England  coach  after  the  Euro¬ 
pean  championship  this  sum¬ 
mer  has  probably  been 
overtaken  by  the  one  to  Harri¬ 
et  Harman  on  the  subject  of 
resignation.  However,  it  came 
up  again  yesterday  and  it  had 
the  same  answer.  No.  It  was 
only  a  coincidence  that  he  was 
sitting  dose  to  a  door  marked 
"exit”  at  the  time. 


At  a  press  conference  to 
conclude  the  three-day  Eng¬ 
land  squad  training  session  at 
Bisham  Abbey.  Venables  said 
that  he  had  been  listening  for 
the  players  asking  good  ques¬ 
tions.  "If  they  ask  the  right 
questions,  that  means  they 
can  see  what  is  going  on.’ 
Venables  said.  So  what  wes 
going  on?  Work  on  a  plan  to 
beat  Holland  in  England’s 
final  European  champion¬ 
ship  group  match,  came  the 
answer. 

“Holland  are  reputedly  the 
best  team  in  the  competition 
and  I  would  not  disagree  with 
that"  Venables  said.  “They’ 
play  differendy  to  anyone  else 
in  the  world.  I  hare  been 
looking  to  see  how  wc  deal 
with  that 


“On  Monday,  we  broke  it 
down  to  little  parts  of  their 
game,  then  I  spoke  about  it 
for  a  lengthy  spell  in  the 
evening.  On  Tuesday,  we 
practised  in  games  of  ll-a- 
side.  then  watched  videos  and 
they  |  the  players)  started  to 
recognise  what  was  going 
on."  Just  as  important  given 
that  his  squad  of  outfield 
players  will  be  limited  to  18. 
Venables  became  more  aware 
of  the  players  able  to  adapt 
The  emphasis  was  on  using 
three  central  defenders,  as 
Holland  da  rather  than  En¬ 
gland's  traditional  four-man 
rearguard.  “The  seeds  of  prep¬ 
aration."  was  how  Venables 
described  the  exercise.  “We 
were  looking  at  it  from  our 
point  of  view  and  from  the 


point  of  view  of  the 
opposition.” 

Venables  also  spoke  of  play¬ 
ing  two  attackers  wide  and  a 
central  striker.  “If  you  do  that 
against  Holland,  you  immed¬ 
iately  make  them  play  a  back 
four,  which  is  not  what  they 
want  to  da  so  you  have 
changed  their  game." 

He  said  that  international 
players  had  to  be  more  adapt¬ 
able  than  at  dizb  leveL  “Play¬ 
ers  at  a  dub.  especially  if  they 
are  successful,  dunk  if  you  do 
something  different  and  it 
does  not  come  off.  you  revert 
to  what  is  safe,"  Venables 
said.  “But  every  time  you  go 
up  a  notch,  you  have  gat  to 
leant  more. 

“If  you  are  going  to  be  with 
world  players,  world  thinkers. 


Hughes  starts  five-match  ban 
after  referee  stands  firm 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


RK  HUGHES  will  serve  a 
-match  ban  starting  with 
Isea’s  FA  Cup  fourth- 
id  tie  at  Queens  Park 
gers  on  Monday  after 
hie  Hart,  the  referee,  re- 
d  to  back  down  over 
ling  off  the  Wales  forward 
inst  Everton  in  an  FA 
ling  Premiership  match, 
heisea  provided  the  Fcot- 
Assodation  with  a  video- 
:  of  the  incident,  in  which 
dies  was  accused  of 
raping  on  David 
worth,  the  Everton  de¬ 
fer.  and  it  was  passed  on  to 
t  for  his  observations, 
i  nevertheless  stuck  to  his 
skm  that  Hugh**  was 
ty  of  serious  foul  play, 
jite  the  fact  that  Unsworth 
supported  Hughes’s  claim 
jt  was  was  an  accident 
means  Hughes  must 
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By  Our  Sports  Staff 

serve  a  three-match  ban  for 
the  sending-off.  followed  imm¬ 
ediately  by  another  two-match 
suspension  for  reaching  33 
points  with  nine  bookings 
already  this  season. 

Lee  Chapman,  the  veteran 
Ipswich  striker  back  at  Leeds 
United  on  loan,  has  also  lost 
his  appeal  against  a  sending- 
off.  Chapman  played  only  27 
minutes  of  his  second  Leeds 
"debut"  against  West  Ham 
United  on  January  13.  when 
the  referee.  Paid  Danson.  sent 
him  off  for  dangerous  use  of 
an  elbow. 

An  FA  spokesman  said: 
“Elbowing  offences  are  pun¬ 
ishable  by  sending-oS.  wheth¬ 
er  they’  are  intentional  or  not. 
Leeds  sent  us  the  video,  claim¬ 
ing  contact  by  Chapman  was 
accidental,  but  we  did  not  even 
bother  sending  it  to  the  refer¬ 
ee.  His  decision  was  totally 
correct  and  the  suspension 
stands’ 

Chapman  could  therefore 
have  played  his  last  game  for 
Leeds.  A  three-match  ban. 
starting  this  Saturday,  will 
cover  the  remainder  of  his 
loan  spell  for  the  Yorkshire 
club,  for  whom  Tony  Yeboah 
will  then  be  available  after 
playing  for  Ghana  in  the 
African  Nations  Cup. 

Despite  these  verdicts. 
Manchester  United  will  try  to 


use  video  evidence  to  dear 
Nicky  Bun  after  his  sending- 
off  against  West  Ham  on 
Monday. 

Alex  Ferguson,  the  United 
manager,  will  hand  the  Foot¬ 
ball  Association  a  tape  of  the 
incident  which  led  to  the 
midfield  player’s  second 
yellow  card,  and  he  will  ask 
the  FA  to  judge  whether 
Stephen  Lodge,  the  Barnsley 
referee,  made  a  mistake  —  the 
first  time  United  have  taken 
ihai  step  since  the  appeal 
system  was  changed  on  the 
introduction  of  automatic 
suspensions. 

Butt  faces  a  one-match  ban 
on  February  5  after  his  dis¬ 
missal  but  Ferguson  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  his  man  was 
harshly  punished  when  he 
was  shown  a  second  yellow 
card  for  a  75tft-minute  chall¬ 
enge  on  Julian  Dicks. 

Birmingham  City  are  hying 
to  sign  Vinnie  Jones.  Wimble¬ 
don’s  transfer-seeking  cap¬ 
tain.  and  the  Everton  midfield 
player.  Vinny  Samways.  Bar¬ 
ry  Fry.  the  Birmingham  man¬ 
ager.  was  locked  In  a  board 
meeting  at  St  Andrew’s  before 
his  team’s  Coca-Cola  Cup 
quarter-final  replay  at  home  to 
Norwich  City  last  nighL  trying 
to  set  up  both  transfer  deals. 
He  has  made  a  £500.000  bid 
for  Jones. 
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Cousins  progressing 
in  leaps  and  bounds 

From  John  Hennessy  in  sofia 


THERE  is  still  a  long  way  to 
go.  but  for  the  moment  at  least 
Steven  Cousins  has  achieved 
the  best  result  by  a  Briton  in 
the  European  figure  skating 
championships  since  1980. 
Torvill  and  Dean  always  ex¬ 
cepted.  He  finished  third  in 
the  men’s  short  programme 
yesterday,  exactly  emulating 
the  performance  of  his  name¬ 
sake.  Robin  Cousins,  ai  Goth¬ 
enburg  16  years  ago. 

Just  now.  men’s  figure  skat¬ 
ing  is  almost  a  precise  split 
between  those  who  can  bring 
off  the  formidable  jump  com¬ 
bination  of  triple  axel  to  triple 
toe  loop  and  those  who  cannot 
Yesterday  Cousins  was  among 
the  few  who  could,  right  at  the 
stan  of  his  programme.  There 
was  a  fear  then,  remembering 
a  year  ago.  that  he  might  have 
relaxed,  believing  the  job  al¬ 
ready  as  good  as  done.  On  that 
occasion  he  failed  with  his 
final  spin. 

“That  taught  me  a  lesson." 
he  said  yesterday.  "!  thought 
of  the  next  thing,  and  after  that 
the  next  thing,  right  to  the 
end.”  Then  he  had  punched 
the  air,  as  though  scoring  the 
winning  goal  in  the  cup  final. 

Asked  about  his  expecta¬ 
tions  for  tonight’s  final  event. 
Cousins  said:  “l  want  to  be 
aware  of  everything  that’s 
going  on  around  me  because 
at  last  year’s  world  champion¬ 
ships  I  got  too  involved,  too 


intense  and  shut  myself  off." 
His  free  programme  was  poor 
on  that  occasion  and  dropped 
him  from  sixth  to  ninth.  "This 
time  I  want  to  be  really  relaxed 
and  really  enjoy  what  is 
happening."  he  added. 

By  rights.  Cousins  should 
have  taken  second  place  be¬ 
hind  Viacheslav  Zagorodniuk. 
of  Ukraine,  bur  the  Bulgarian 
judge  failed  to  spot  a  glaring 
error  on  the  part  of  Ilia  Kulik. 
of  Russia,  -the  holder  of  the 

title.  Kulik  conspicuously  con¬ 
trived  only  a  double  lutz  as  his 
optional  jump  when  the  rates 
demanded  a  triple.  The  statu¬ 
tory  deduction  for  such  a 
mistake  is  0.4,  so  that  the 
judge’s  5.8  for  Kulik’s  techni¬ 
cal  merit  should  have  been  5.4, 
a  tenth  of  a  point  behind 
Cousins.  The  judges’  five  to 
four  split  for  the  Russian 
should  have  been  in  die 
Welshman's  favour. 

As  expected,  Neil  Wilson,  17. 
from  Belfast,  played  only  a 
subsidiary  role  in  yesterday's 
proceedings  and  was  plawyl 
seven  teeth.  He  has  yet  to 
master  the  triple  axel  and 
triple  lutz,  but  he  w2T  be  sure 
to  win  some  new  friends  in 
tonight’s  free  skating. 

The  holders  of  the  pairs  title, 
Mandy  Voetaei  and  Ingo 
Steuer.  of  Germany,  skated  a 
flawless  short  programme, 
featuring  glittering  triple  toe 
loops,  to  lead  their  evaiL 


you  have  got  to  open  those 
minds  up.’  Venables  said  be 
would  be  looking  for  "recep¬ 
tive  minds”  over  the  next  few 
months. 

“Apart  from  Barcelona 
when  CrnyffS  been  there,  I 
don't  think  anyone  in  die 
world  can  play  the  way  they 
[Holland}  play,”  he  said.  “You 
have  got  to  know  it  exactly 
right  and  you  have  got  to 
improve  it" 

Venables  said  that  he  was 
“very  dose”  to  knowing  the 
final  20  for  his  squad.  “Do 
you  want  me  to  name  them 
now?"  he  said,  prompting 
laughter  among  bus  inquisi¬ 
tors,  who  knew  he  would  not 
Only  a  few  months  to  go.  and 
thousands  of  questions  re¬ 
main. 


Grienke  is 
angry  at 
‘dismissal’ 
by  London 
Broncos 

By  Christopher  Irvine 

AS  ONE  Australian  departed 
a  Super  League  dub  coaching 
position  yesterday,  another 
arrived.  As  London  Broncos 
parted  company  with  Gary 
Grienke.  St  Helens  put  out  the 
welcoming  mat  for  Shaun 
McRae. 

Whereas  London  that  said  it 

had  failed  to  reach  agreement 
on  a  new  contract.  Grienke, 
who  had  been  in  charge  since 
May  1994,  daimed  that  he  had 
been  dismissed.  “I’m  pretty 
happy  with  the  work  I've 
done,”  he  said.  "I  think  I’ve  left 
the  dub  in  a  better  situation 
than,  when  I  arrived.” 

It  leaves  London  little  time 
to  find  a  successor  before  their 
opening  Super  League  fixture, 
at  Halifax  on  March  31. 
“We've  already  had  a  number 
of  inquiries  from  coaches  in¬ 
terested  in  the  job,  but  it’s  a 
major  derision  and  we  don’t 
want  to  rush  into  anything." 
Barry  Maranta,  the  dub’s 
chairman,  said. 

Terry  Matters®!,  the  cap¬ 
tain.  and  Kevin  Larger  and 
Tony  Rea,  fellow  players,  will 
take  charge  for  the  Silk  Cut 
Challenge  Cup  fourth-round 
tie  on  Sunday  at  Dewsbury. 

McRae*  first  sight  of  St 
Helens  comes  in  the  Chall¬ 
enge  Cup  at  Castieford  on 
Saturday.  The  Australian  has 
signed  a  three-year  contract  at 
Knowsley  Road,  in  succession 
to  Eric  Hughes,  who  was 
dismissed  last  week,  after 
McRae  rejected  a  promotion 
from  assistant  coach  to  take 
full  charge  of  Canberra  Raid¬ 
ers. 

-r  was  feeling  like  a  change 
myself  and  I  always  felt  that 
my  next  job  when  I  left 
Canberra  would  be  as  a  head 
coach,”  McRae.  36  said  on 
arrival  yesterday.  “The  fact 
that  happened  to  be  St  Helens 
is  tremendous  from  my  point 
of  view  in  that  I've  been  so 
highly  regarded  fay  their 
board  of  directors.” 

McRae,  an  assistant  at  in¬ 
ternational  level  to  both  Aus¬ 
tralia  and  New  Zealand, 
compared  St  Helens  to  the 
Canberra  side  of  the  late 
F.ightips.  /”" 

“Wfc.were  scoring  many 
points,  but  we  were  also 
conceding  a  lot.”  he  said.  “We 
did  an  awfiil  lot  of  work  to 
~  rectiiyThat  defensively.  Fortu^ 
natriy.  it  didn’t  affect  our 
attacking  flair.” 


Hutchison 

provides 

inspiration 

ENGLAND’S  cricketers  are 
poised  for  an  innings  victory 
m  the  second  under-19  inter¬ 
national  against  Zimbabwe  in 
Harare:  After  helping  to  bowl 
out  Zimbabwe  for  47  on  the 
first  day  by  taking  five  for  11. 
Paul  Hutchison  took  two  more 
wickets  for  three  runs  as 
Zimbabwe  slipped  to  13  for 
two  in  their  second  innings, 
still  284  behind. 

Earlier.  England  reached 
344  for  seven  before  declaring, 
after  resuming  on  120  for  four. 
All  die  England  batsmen  were 
among  tile  runs.  David  Nash 
leading  the  way  with  a  pains¬ 
taking  65  not  out  He  was  well 
supported  by  David  Sales  (50). 
Owais  Shah  (45).  Gareth  Batty 
(35)  and  Usman  Afzaal  (19). 
who  shared  an  unbroken  part¬ 
nership  of  60  with  Nash 
before  the  declaration. 

Steer  appointed 

Golf:  Basil  Steer  has  been 
appointed  president  of  the 
English  Golf  Union  at  its 
annual  council  meeting  in 
London.  Steer,  66,  from  Dev¬ 
on,  who  has  just  stepped  down 
as  a  selector  for  both  England 
and  the  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  Walker  Cup  side, 
takes  over  from  Geoff  Marks. 

Double  trouble 

Ice  hodtiy  Cardiff  Devils  and 
Sheffield  Steelers,  who  are 
vying  For  the  British  League 
premier  division  champion¬ 
ship.  have  arranged  two 
“friendly”  challenge  matches 
in  the  middle  of  a  hectic 
February  schedule  —  in  Car¬ 
diff  on  February  14  and  at 
Sheffield  seven  days  later. 

Saudor Iharos 

Athletics:  Sandor  fliaros.  the 
Hungarian  middle-distance 
runner  who  set  11  world 
records  for  distances  from 
metres  to  10,000  metres 
between  May  1955  and  July 
1956,  died  in  Budapest  yester¬ 
day  of  heart  failure  at  the  age 
of  65.  He  missed  the  1956 
Olympic  Gaines  in  Mel¬ 
bourne  because  of  the  Soviet 
Union’s  invasion  of  Hungary 
earlier  that  year. 
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ByJuuan  Muscat 

ADRIAN  MAGUIRE  IS  ID 
return  to  the  saddle  much 
earlier  than  expected  after 
learning  yesterday  that  inju¬ 
ries  he  suffered  in  a  fall  on 
Tuesday  are  not  as  bad  as  first 
thought 

M  aguire  braced  himself  for 
a  six-week  period  on  the 
sidelines  when  doctors  at 
Leicester  Royal  Infirmary  sus¬ 
pected  he  had  sustained  seri¬ 
ous  damage  to  his  left  knee. 
But  Maguire’s  fears  were  al¬ 
layed  after  a  visit  to  his 

^My  ck^tor6^^  me  h  was 
not  the  cruciate  ligament  but 
the  mediate  ligament  that  Ive 
injured."  the  jockey  said.  “He 
tells  me  h  is  not  as  important  I 
should  be  able  to  get  back  in 
two  to  three  weeks,  which  1 
feel  much  happier  about  I 


Nap:  TEINEIN 
(230  Wincanton) 

Next  best:  Lets  Rumble 
(2.00  Wincaricon) 


couldn’t  have  faced  missing 
Cheltenham  after  what  hap¬ 
pened  last  year.*  Maguire 
missed  all  three  days  of  the 
Cheltenham  Festival  in 
March  when  mourning  the 
death  of  his  mother. 

Maguire;  who  underwent 
^  intensive  physiotherapy  at  his 
home  yesterday,  said  he  felt 
much  better  than  when  leav¬ 
ing  the  Leicester  hospital  on 
Tuesday  evening.  “I’m  still 
quite  sore."  die  jockey  said, 
"but  it  was  one  of  those  fells 
that  could  have  been  so  much 
worse." 

The  prognosis  comes  as 
welcome  relief  to  Maguire, 
whose  season  has  been  punc¬ 
tuated  fay  a  series  of  nasty 
fells.  Had  he  tom  the  cruciate 
ligament,  he  would  have 
struggled  to  make  the  start  of 
Cheltenham  week. 

David  Nicholson,  for  whom 
Maguire  rides,  will  be  delight¬ 
ed  with  foe  news.  Nicholson 
saddled  three  winners  at  last 
year's  Festival  but  the  gloss 


Royal  Athlete  and  Jason  Titley,  nearside,  in  full  flight  on  their  way  to  a  40-1  success  in  last  season’s  Grand  National  at  Aintree 


was  removed  by  Maguire’s 
absence. 

In  the  shortterm,  Nicholson 
has  booked  Tony  McCoy  to 
ride  his  Cheltenham  Gold 
Cup  candidate.  Barton  Bank, 
in  the  Pillar  Property  Invest¬ 
ments  Chase  at  Cheltenham 
on  Saturday.  Barton  Bank  will 
again  be  up  against  One  Man. 
the  King  George  winner,  who 
pleased  his  trainer,  Gordon 
Richards,  in  a  gallop  yester¬ 
day  morning. 

Norman  Williamson, 
another  jockey  battling  for 
fitness  in  time  for  Oidten- 


ham,  remains  optimistic  he 
will,  return  to  Ihe  fray  at 
Newbury  next  months  Wil¬ 
liamson  has  spent  the  week  in 
Ireland  riding  out  for  Eugene 
O’Sullivan,  the  Mallow-based 
trainer.  He  has  been  off  ihe 
track  since  breaking  his  leg  in 
a  fell  at  Sedgefield  in  October. 

“It’s  going  very  well,"  the 
jockey  said  yesterday.  “I’ve  not 
been  schooling  because  I  doit 
want  to  take  any  chances." 
However,  he  ruled  out  die 
prospect  of  his  being  passed  fit 
to  partner  Master  Oats  in  die 
Hennessy  Cognac  Irish  Gold 


Cup  a  week  on  Sunday. 
“Everything  depends  on  some 
X-rays  I’m  having  on  Febru¬ 
ary  5,  but  I’m  hoping  to  be 
bade  for  the  Tote  Gold  Trophy 
meeting  five  days  later."  Wil¬ 
liamson,  stable  jockey  to  Kim 
Bailey,  is  expected  to  return  to 
Britain  early  next  week. 

Royal  Athlete,  the  Grand 
National  winner,  is  among  82 
entries  for  this  year's  Aintree 
renewal  on  March  30.  One  of 
five  candidates  from  the  Jenny 
Pitman  stable.  Royal  Athlete 
has  yet  to  run  ths  term  but  was 
yesterday  reported  in  good 


heart  by  Mark  Pitman,  assis¬ 
tant  to  Jus  mother.  The  horse 
has  been  trained  all  season 
with  a  repeat  attempt  in  mind. 
Party  Politics  and  Miinrte- 
homa.  the  winners  in  1994  and 
1992  respectively,  are  also 
engaged. 

Martin  Pipe,  who  trains 
Miinnehoma.  has  set  the 
handicapper  something  of  a 
poser  by  induding  Garvin's 
Hill  among  his  team  of  seven. 
CarvilPs  Hill  has  not  run  since 
his  abortive  attempt  at  the 
1992  Cheltenham  Gold  Cup. 

Pipe  has  indicated  that 


Canon’S  HOI  is  to  resume  his 
career  in  hunter  chases,  for 
which  he  has  recently  been 
qualified.  The  Grand  National 
weights  are  to  be  announced 
in  London  a  week  on  Tuesday. 

The  Ascot  racecourse  execu¬ 
tive  has  guaranteed  that  the 
King  George  VI  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  Diamond  Stakes  on 
July  27  wUl  be  worth  a 
minimum  of  £500,000.  The  12- 
furlang  contest,  which  follows 
the  Derby  as  Britain^  second 
most  valuable  prize,  win  be 
sponsored  for  the  25th  consec¬ 
utive  year  by  De  Beers. 


THUNDERER 

1250  Mandavo.  1-20  Music  Master.  150  Super 
Coin.  220  M1B  OThe  Rags.  250  Go  BaTistic.  320 
Alaskan  Heir.  350  Miami  Splash.  420  Sir  Dante. 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  220  MiB  OThe 
Rags.  420  BRAMLEY  MAY  (nap). 

The  Tomas  Private  Handicapper's  top  rating: 

150  SUPER  COIN. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (SOFT  IN  PLACES) 


SIS 


12.50  QFFORD  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(U«  I:  £2,740: 2m  110yd)  (17  runners) 

101  zm3  mi  20  (canjjww  6-11-12 - jmmS 

1C  00-  ALLBffuNLAD 3Z5 R Sptrar 4-11-5 - Ertstandp]  - 

Hu  m  oaroKWiaROcfantf-iM - oouen w. - 

104  Ml  FRANK  KNOWS  40  TSeoflo  011-5 - A  Johnson  £3)  - 

IDS  X  GRAND CRU 58 fBF) Ite U Retcky 5-11-5 - SUafS)  - 

106  40-0  LETS  8E  FRANK  71  C  C  Bar  5-11-6 - P  Holey  - 

10?  36  Ift CHEEKY MAN 20 0 Wrieisoo 5-1 1-5 _ WMareton  - 

IDS  3-  POUTED  RBMRX  258  N  Henderson  5-11-5  .JR  Kwaracfc  - 

109  300-  SAB8A0  353  Ms  S  lamymar  0-11-5 - JUtrtaogttffl  84 

IM  -POO  SWMON  LAB  40  A  Craofl01!-5 . . DMonde  68 

111  0  5UASLEAT 754 Jefleran 6-11-5 - MDwei  - 

11?  TW  PAUfflM  A  TaneB  6-11-5. . SUcfefl  - 

113  0-1P  1MLDE  MUSIC  75  ff)  C  ftoote  6-11-5 - D~ 

114  004  BEL  PRBMSE 19  P  Wetter  7-11-0 - R 

175  00-  LAJC07A  257  C  Jones  6-1 1-0 - 0 

116  3324  MBCLAVE  36  0  ShBwod  6-11-0 - JOsboma  91 

117  OW  TOOMBS? HH Otar 7-11-0 - DOtBTRJL  - 

il-4  Uene&e  4-1  Trra.  5-1  Ur  Qtaf  Ma*  6-1  Ptwfcd  tarart.  8-1  The 
PaU*i  tad  Cro.  Wite  Music.  12-1  often. 


1 .20  0FF080  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(DwH:  £2.723: 2m  110yd)  (17) 

Ml  P13E  WREN  WARBLER  20  (D.S)  Ura  PRoteson  011 -7  MRthanh  9 

202  M  DANCING  RANGER  59  Mss  5  WHoa  5-11-5 —  Bsylma  - 

203  FRSU0TWY  A  Tuned  5-11-5 - S  McfM  - 

204  200  (BOW.  JAWE 14 J Mold 6-11-5  - - PH*  82 

205  1  GRMHffLD 79 (FJRCaice 6-11-5 - RJqtaonffl  - 

206  XSLEYSTARflSnnga0Tt-5 - it  J  teas  - 

207  0  KUMAR) IQNG 64 4 CtoroB 6-11-5 . DMontJ  - 

706  TO-  L0CU GASMAN 375 F Murtby 6-11-5 . PCtobony  - 

209  MUST  MA5TEH  C  £gmn  6-11-5 - ..  J  Osborne  - 

210  0  SULK54  0Snsna> 6-11-5 - S0TtoanM(7)  - 

211  OH  5XVER SUMAL  14 H OTner 7-11-5 - *eta0tar- 

212  00  W00BTOU  59  F  Jordan  011-5 - JLodder  - 

213  0  C00LUUtyrxaPnts5-U4> - PMOen#*  - 

214  OP  LADY KEH  SHEWF 59  T  Forster 6-11-0 - ATtaoftn  - 

715  SO*  EXPRESS  J  8rata  8-114 - UBntar  - 

?W  OOPP  TTECWOiTRY FLYER  65 N Sntft 7-11-0. Mr MRodfe  - 

217  240  GOUTWYN  35  Sab  Jones  4-J0-7 - CltawoByn  97 

7-2  EcROdd.  <-i  ttss  Item.  5-1  General  J rafae.  6-1  Red  Jeftey.  8-t  Wen 
WtoMer  Gertie  10-1  oftes.  _ 

1.50  CLAUDE  BANKS  78TH  BIRTHDAY  NOVICES 
CHASE  (£3^23:  2m  110yd)  (8) 

311  4313  FIERCE  13  rtLFASIJJe*B»e-1M1 - JOstwna  79 

307  6447  «D17e?l®m«  41  |5}FMaj*7 6-U-4—  P Carter?  50 

333  -3FP  BARTON  SANTA  19  {SI  5  &onteha»  7-11-4 - JRMbn  - 

304  2-55  CHKmCCT  16 (GJSJMsEHeaSi 6-11-4  _.  RSeppIn  - 

3*  W  COPPER CABLE  16 CSmft 9-11-4 - — M  Ranger  - 

306  1  02F  HARMAN  SAM  22  (6)  A  Tcaen  6-11-4  . - LUn  87 

S07  4SP  OCHT FANCY 56 USA WtaiwB-1 1-4  .  J  A  McCarthy  E 

306  12  sracffliCJFaftij.S-11-4-  PMeLongMn  @ 

5-4  S ob  Can  7-2  Fast  9-2  Heads  Sin  8-1  Btaui  Sad  10-7  AnAer 
ftntre  i4-i  20-1  crDK 


2.20 


YEUJHG  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDIf 

(0992  2m  110yd)  (15) 

401  4-40  LDKJWB1JKGTW  8  J -Setters MI-lO - Stafi  80 

402  -623  me* Gan 22 Ms l Hess* 6-1 1-6 - MFKwfc  » 

4C3  0-33  OOMnOSRse 9 oemnat  7-11-8 - HBwwan  (S 

4W  P4?4  3CTSQKRN  BARD  7  0  Gandcfb  6-11-4 _ II  Dwyer  92 

«6  F05  Ban AMUSBSmt3WCuniiiishrt> 6-11-9 _ NSratt  SB 

<06  -*f2  BASS9MAU.Y  12 Mfe P S)y 6-11-3 . RltafeV  98 

07  15-1  1*1  tme  RAGS  77  (Dflk^DHBWMi-OG  Horan  P)  32 

403  OH  JACK  LEASER  6T  tts  OtH  5-10- 13 - TKear  S3 

<09  060  IHSPBOK  COURT  22  A  ThwB  6-10-13 _ GCrtM(7)  93 

410  0236  VAU5KY12F  9  lee  6-10-12 _ PUOoert*  S3 

<11  0265  CAPUH  KMHALAOE  Iff  D  Ihan  7-10-6 - - THS  32 

e>2  0523  nOOEMBOSt  52  UBzSQd  6-106 _ PHofcy  99 

«13  IP  tSSBBAY  LKJY  57  Ifcs  A  Eetaos  4-TO-5  J  Ryra  68 

<1<  POO  FSSTrSOSS  16 NTwa5?a«j 4-10-0 _ CLMweam  - 

415  070  UlttttMBaracbusfiA-lIW - -  AmSStt*  - 

9-2  King  s  Cob.  5-1  3cwag  Ran  US  Cite  top.  7-1  Mn  Manor,  B-1 
3*SS*en  3b!.  ‘.C-i  -jxi  HfeOnghn.  Jta  Lerto,  12-1  oftos. 


501  Ml  ACT  TIE  WAG  62  (DP,G)  A  Ttmel  7-11-3 _ PCartwy  94 

m  4-1F  DOB»niY£3KMataft*±7-11-l _ PHcdey  80 

583  01 FF  HSHDEAN  24  (G  j)  D  McMar  9-11-3 —  RJohBSW(3)  93 

504  -45U  CBJTE  A  MAN  8  (F,S)  W  Jeds  5-11-0 - Tjonta  67 

505-PO6  00  BE  HASTE  12(G)  Ms  Jflft*  5-10-10 - Wltakn- 

506  P-P  HJ3TAH0N  IB  John  Beny  9-1 MD - lUwma  - 

507  4F42  60 BALLSIE 12 (SAJOSei 7-10-10 _ ADottta  9 

SOB  OF  MAJORS  LEGACY  BTFenlr  7-10-10 - ATlwifta  - 

509  570F  MJPDOHW BOY 22 f) N Omoct 7-10-10 - DBah&X  - 

510  J4  PALM  COURT 21  {5)  bka  LYfilantsen  5-1HD— S  MrtWI  S7 

511  424J  PHORY  HFBt  7  J  Potartag  7-10-10 _ WWWftfctfnn  50 

512  031-  SIMA  BAY  238  {6)  0  amen  8-10-10 - MBnram  - 

513  P-24  SEDGE  WARBLER  20  Mrs  P  tttrai  9-10-5 _ U  Rkharts  60 

2-1  Go  BMUc,  11-4  AO  Tta  Vtag,  3-1  HeMOen,  7-1  De  Ram.  12-1  Do  Be 
rtan.Sn*i  Vftrtlr,  20-1 


3.20.  SAPLEY  CQMMTHMIAL  JOCKEYS  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (R373: 2m  51 110yd)  (16) 

601  1IM  CAN  CAN  CHARlf  48  fBFfJQ  J  FYrte  6-12-0  ...  LAftsI  88 

602  057  BZADJAN 675(G) IfcMRertlqf 6-11-9 - SUa(3)  - 

EIS  1-15  JOHNS  THE  BW  75  (GA  N  hta*l  10-11-8-  SHwrt1(7)  93 
604  6050  H3f  BY  NORTH  19  (G£)  D  titalU)  5-11-6.  XAdpmpO)  94 
EOS  PGP  NOfmeiiSajRE20(Gn)JJt8non8-11-5HNHta(7)  93 
006  ay  PM0CB(TPRaiGESS66(IVAS)AJm9-11-0 

G  Toney  - 

607  4505  PLATO'S AEHJBUC 47 (Cfl / Jertni 5-10-73 —  Sftnrfl)  80 
flV  1544  PETUUGH 10  (F)  G  Hotted  8-10-12 - K  Graft  (3)  M 

609  RM  Dmiie  0nDC£  14  (Dj6)MiSJaften6-10-12R  Johan  00 

610  061  CAiaa  8  PAS)  MBrfc  10-10-12  M _ LAspd  S8 

611  470  MORE  OF  (T  IQ  (6JS)  M  fcfcote  11-10-10 - .  -  B  Faftat  - 

612  -430  ALASKAN  HBR 14  pa  A  Staftr  5-10^. _ ALndiS 

613  PG0  R9JS  CaemS  ID  M  Robots  6-10-3 - 0Henegra(4)  - 

614  0846  t&SWDOO 6  (V/fl  B la  S-KW. _ PMctn^in  95 

615  0-35  CAPTAM  COE  14  B  Delft  6-ltW. _ B  Crane  (4)  93 

616  5-03  LOFIYOS) 2Q (S) W Mussor 6-1IW _ EHraftnd  00 

9-2  Orafca  5-1  Fly  By  Naft.  5-1  Join  The  Boy.  7-1  Cra  Con  Chata,  8-1 
Mbuift,  Nmtm  H*.  10-1  Oeneg  Bridge.  12-1  often. 

3.50  MAHCH  HAMNCAP  CHASE 

{£4,057: 2m  110yd)  (7) 

1  w-  SUE ICTAL 440 (D£&S} D McCfti  13-124—  Dlldftki  - 

2  034  REKXNUS  63  11-11-6 - MDoyw  9 

3  UPS  m-tmr  35  (DfjBl  T  tear  7-1W - J  H  Knanagh  - 

4  UF1-  IBAM  SPLASH  313  (D.G.S]  S  Fade  9-11-1  - - .C  Abode  94 

5  Ml  WYLAM 6 fnmJGBori 9-10-1 - PHde- 

6  P-3)  PEGUAiat  42  1*5  A  Ataadrcw  13-10-0  J  A  UcCafty  94 

7  -PM  VODKA FDZ 44 (FjS) R Row  11-10-0 - DffSuhna  - 

64  feions.  3-1  Ifita  Sphsh,  M  £®4w y.  8-1  Wrftra.  12-1  Son  IMri. 
Poyram.  16-1  Vadta  Fie. 


4.20  HUNTINGDON  RUUDBI  OPEN  NATIONAL  HUNT 
FLAT  RACE  (£2.06*  2m  110yd)  (22) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
a 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
» 

19 

20 
21 
22 


B0K8UVE  MAN  320  J  DM  6-11-5 - 

BRAMLEY  MAY  20  R  IWtare  6-11-5  _ 

FSVffilS  35  MrsPSly  5-11-5 - 

TOST  INSTANCE  D  Gncn»  6-11-5 - 

FLYWS  FOOBJ  35  M  RMwts  5-11-5- . 

aWBWORDAXE.  304  J  O’Shee  5-11-6 

MUFRSHWg  N  Gaufee  5-11-5 - 

RA77«EAL  M  fesdn^ffl!  5-11-5 - 

ROYAL  RA101 J  Gftort  5-11-5 - 

SB  DANTE  44  R  ha  5-11-5 - 

SMART  UNO  54  J  Bosley  5-11-5 - 

TW  TOSEACH  47  (BF)  JFwtara  5-11-5  - 
COMUTSUOUW  48  RCatt  6-11-0. — 
GOOO G0MG  GAIE 21  W  Jems S-11-0  _ 

ME5P  40  JtTShra  5-11-0. - - 

AYDBUW  21  Gftrasy  4-10-7 - 

t€RN  S?WE  C  WMian  4-1 W - 

R&EAT  tfFER  P  CtnJeS  4-10-7 - -  - 

STARCHY'S  QUEST  T  Jones  4-107 - 

SWYTFORD  PfBDE  J  Bofflmtev  4-107 - 

UieD  MAN  R  Price  4-10-7 - 

SHOT  BiaiA  FJrdra  4-10-2 - 


rr.  5-1  Goww  Dran.  6-1  Reyel  toon.  01 
.  CompUead  Ledy.  12-1  often 


_ J 

_  SKftofttay  - 

_ R  ' 

...  J 

,  BHognp)  - 
_  StkBy  (7)  - 

.Fi 

0 

_ P 

.DO’Sdwn  - 
_  M  Bosley  - 

_ Wltadoo  - 

_ Dlhrfs  - 

_ T  Me  - 

—  ADettra  - 

.  K  Satie  (3)  - 
...  AThcnhn  - 
...Cltaelyn  - 
. JR Ksvmt^i  - 

- DByrae  - 

..  PCatoiy  - 
_ JLodder  - 

Sir  One,  Bmrc« 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAOStS:  J  JeflHsat.  4  atam  tram  10  nnrn  0 
Gendb.  9  tan  a  31.0%:  D  hcneftoa  .l 5  tai  BJBffl.J 
Pears,  6  km  24.  25JA.  Mrt  J  Pnraaa  9  tom  37.  243%.  tto  M 
teerai.  8  Son  33.  Mil:  R  lee.  3  Iran  a  231*.  N  Henderan.  7 

(fKB33.71.ZV 

JOCKEYS:  P  Hide.  12  uvn  ton  «  rides.  2SiR.  _A  JTiaWon,  5 
ham  2ft  2501;  W  Urn tea.  9  ta  40L  ZL St.  D  7  *■ 

37.  IftBV  J  Lfidds.  5  tan  27. 18.9ft;  J  Rysr.  T  from  33. 17.9*:  J 
.  Raltoa  7  hem  C,  156ft.  _ 


Jodami  in  shape  for  Ireland 
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JODAMI  is  in  exceflcnt  shape 
for  his  attempt  to  land  the 
Hennessy  Cognac  Gold  Cup 
for  the  fourth  year  in  a  row. 
Peter  Beaumont,  bis  trainer, 
confirmed  that  the  gelding  is 
ready  (o  run  at  Leopcudstown 
on  Sunday  week. 

The  1993  Gold  Cup  winner 
has  been  off  the  course  since 


winning  at  Kelso  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  A  planned  return  at 
Wetherby  had  to  be  scrapped 
because  of  a  throat  problem. 

But  Beaumont  said  yester¬ 
day:  "Jodami  is  in  good  order 
and  he’s  overall  his  problems. 

He  worked  this  morning  with 
Mark  Dwyer  and  schooled 
over  six  fences." 


f|Y^  r  T  1 

2.50  BET  WITH  THE  TOTE  NOVICES  CHASE 

(Oaafifiar  £4,170: 3ro)  (13) 

THUNDERER 

1.40  Good  So  Fa.  2.10  Spencer's 
Chemcast  3.10  Rawi.  3.40  Perilous 
intimate  Warrior,  -  *  . 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent 
2.10  Spencer's  Revenge. 

GOING:  STANDARD 
DRAW:  5F-1M.  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


1.40  THATCHER  LIMITED  STAKES 
(£2,837: 1m  4f)  (14  runners)  . 

F,G)  CMwiwS-94 - J 

IIP  Wrtta  7-94 —  FLj 


.  2.40 
4.10 


SIS 


50-1  CARROLLS  MARC  7  ( 

•441  R0YK.WCUS51 

00^  KHfTAVRUS  WAY  5BJ  (C.G)  A  Moon  5-9-2.  Candy  1 
MO  KHA MESSENGER  13 (SIN LUrafto 7-4-2  J BanM (7) M 

/M  IHJW1. PRW 12 Ml** 7-02 - JemPknUoalO 

00-6  SASSNSl7jBj(nPKdBMy644. - ACftrtS 

005  THUKROUS  7  p3) J Bndger 09-2 - - - JOnhel 

006-  FAfi ATTRACTION  193 J ToBer 4-8-12 -  MRknner4 

04-0  B000 SOM  12 (VAmCAfcn 4-8-12 - N Adam 7 

000  SEE  YOU  AGAM  12J  M  Bdha  4-8-1Z - RCodnmB 

10-0  DOW  17 AUXGlJLHnft 70-11 - JFEpo2 

aWCBt44ftf}  Warfto— > 5-8-tf  0fid«6iPJ5 
me  12 
(3)11 


HEX', l 


334-  MU.  FARM  OMCBt  44  flflW  84o>owM54-tr  0 

OOf  OMITS  DREAM 457BWftQW.il - SO 

630  BOESS FANTASY 41 C Cyra 407 - -  J! 

4-1  ftoyri  Qrara.  92  HI  Fam  Dancer.  01  Cftafis  hkn.  7-1  Good  So  Fi,  01 
Enh»  Ffteray.  See  YOu  Again.  101  Ciibiu,  12-1  ottun 


2.10 


GLADSTONE  CLAIMING  STAKES 

(£3,118:  im)  (8) 

11-2  MR  NEVEWH)  7  (COi^  G  L  Moot  006  AU5amae(7)6 
32-0  SECOND  COLOURS  15  CAF.G)  It's  M  Rnokr  6-03  J  Foriuw  8 

i-T3  specarsaaaeE  ib icnifF^MRyai  7-013  GBnftrais 

0H  fflHH FJW7 OAKY 21  PlWtar 44-12 -  RCooftaml 

OB0  WHITE  HEAT  106  WGMTiraer  444 _ CMaBson{5}3 

554  THOWY HEHDP 14 J BMger 54-3 - J(kftn4 

384  BUWT  SBMA 16  (YAF)  J  Mara  444 - UBaW(5)7 

046  OR  TIC  Alt  6  B  Uraeijo  544 - HCaMe2 

2-1  Sftrai'j  Remao.  94  Mi  Newnalnd.  01  Fresti  Ruft  Only.  02  Start 
CUoan.  12-1  08  The  Air,  201  Bi  ‘  ~ 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


1RAMRS:  M  BrSftn.  3  nftnera  (ram  10  rums.  30.0%:  Lord 
tetftgdon.  35  Own  155.  212%.  M  Presort.  16  tan  /ft  21.1%;  J 
Bony,  17  tan  67. 193%;  0  Ncholts,  5  tan  27. 115%;  M  Jotrstoo, 
32  tan  192.  78.7%. 

JOCKEYS:  J  Werner,  54  «nien  tan  236  ndes,  229%;  P  Fessey.  3 
tan  17. 176%;  R  Cedm.  43  tan  24ft  175%;  T  Ives,  19  tan 
110. 173%:  AIb  Grenes,  7  tan  41. 17 1%,  U  Rtarw,  9  tan  53. 
17.0%.  . 


2.40 


200 

301 


MACMILLAN  HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0:  £3,164: 5f)  (7) 

GAGAJUUJ 15  P5FF.61  P  Eran  07 - JFotm5 

LAST  BUT  NOT  LEAST  12  |C0.G|  R  J  Houston  01  JWraMB 

3  51-3  S  LA  MGH 23  (C0JS)  J  Bay  94— -  AlkGtoraS 

4  30-2  SUCET HARBOUR 2 OWIssn 011  - RCodm2 

5  00-0  CHBICAST  20  PAD  Mad*  010 -  AftxfenKSI 

6  024  DANCTO  JACK  12jCO£)J  Mp  010 - J  Orton  4 

7  600  DOUBLE  OR  BUST  3B  A  Hacentn  01  ....  PFnsty(S)7 
3-1  Left  Bd  Not  trad.  7-2  Gi  U  MQh.  01  Suset  fertwe.  01  Double  Or  Brai  0 
1  Oranaft  7-1  OaneUQ  Jut;  8-1  Gapaftlu 

3.10  DISRAELI  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(3-Y-0:  £3,673: 7f)  (5) 

1  DOUBLE-O-SBiEN M Jptaftn 94  . . .  JYIftra»5 

2  022  RAM  12  W  Muir  94 - JraePlene  Lops  4 

3  00  AILSHRS  DANCER  38  Tlb«n»  08 - T  Asttey  (7)  1 

4  2-4  CREBMG  M  M  Pwco#  09 _ CNuser2 

5  0  N0RTHSW  WRAGLE  83  C  Ita  09 - W  Lord  3 

04  RM.  74  DmbtaVSmn.  7-2  Crataio.  101  Afetos  Draar.  201  Nortran 


3.40  LLOYD  GEORGE  HANDICAP  (£3.709: 71)  (6) 

x  0104. . .  _  S  Browne  (3)  1 

MMi0iO4(ta)  .  R Cocftsna 3 

nufe«00io  _ Then 5 

CDJF  JF.G)  W  Mrtr  009  .  J  Weaver  6 
i,C0/£)P  Evens  007...  JFortaM 
FJ.G)  L  Uortrara  Hal  407  JFEg»2 
2-1  Mas.  01  Pram  SI.  02  Perte  Plg  lt  01  Ratio  Magic.  7-1  Fas  01 
Spda.  101  AbtaL 


240  A0TAAL  260  (D5)  R  I 
-111  RABSSffiDi^Me 
401-  RWA SU BZm/J 
024  PSOLOUS  PUOfT  7  | 
440  FOUR  OF  SPADES  5  | 
214  ROBOMAOC16{ 


4.10 


WILSON  HANDICAP  (£2.977:  im  20  (13) 

200  CANARY  FALCON  10  (&)  .kba  Bony  0104 ... .  VSro»4 

100  AWESOME  POWER  21  (COG)  J  Hfc  10011 _ ACM 9 

350  UJIAATE WARfeOR  131  (ft6) C Dper 0010 -  JWaamB 

040  ILANDRA 14  S Ow 4-08 _ _ _  RCodnmB 

014  TOTAL  RACH  21  (B,CO/.G}R*enm00r.  TAdd«(7J12 

004  CLAOIC  20  0  Omn  094 - - ACaftm7 

OBI  PWCESS  PARROT  S73  lad  0013 

Atae  CocA  {7)1 

403  LUCKY TUOCY 17 [Gi J Jeakns 54-13 -  JFartmS 

3-20  REAL  MACRO  3  wAsiGEartflK  544  _.  _  N  Adams  10 
152-  LADY  SABMA  11r  {Dftj  W  Mueson  64-5..  PMcG*eP)5 
056  SCEOTOFPOIIIffl  10(F)  NWStaee 644.... _  F Norton  13 

000  ZUN0  FLYER  7  A  Move  *-01 _ _ UFfttra? 

804  HUNZA  STORY  16  PflNUCBBdeo  07-10  J  total  (7)  11 
7-2  Lady  SMilaa.  9-2  TaH  tech.  01  AoEsant  Ptwo.  01  lady  Tacky.  01  tel 
Madrid.  UBknrie  terta.  101  ana  Fiyo.  12-1  often 


Blinkered  first  time 

UNQRELD  PARK;  1 .40  Dane.  Good  So  Fa  WNCANTON:  1  30 
Hutch  Gross.  Zbigbar.  4.00  8liy  Barter. 


Folkestone 

Going:  good  fetes  course):  good  to  soft 
(hurdles) 


1.20  (2m  It  110yd  hde)  1 
Ryan,  B4  lav);  2.  Mead  C 


FftoswaW  (S 


_ _ _  _ _ ri  _ _ Court  (33-1);  3, 

Nahrawafi  (50-1).  19  ran  NR:  Horihiam 
Wnadorn.  30, 3.  R  AkahusL  Tata:  £2.30; 
£l.ia  £1720.  £9.80.  DF;  £6920  Trio: 
not  won  (pod  of  C4670 8  earned  hswwd 
to  320  U  Hutingdon  today).  CSF=- 
ESftia 

1JO  (3m  21  eti)  1.  Ubu  Val  {A  S  Smtti. 
1 1-8  bv.  Richard  Evans’s  nap):  2.  Ocean 
Leader  (7-2);  3.  Oiomyo  (33-11.  13  ran. 
151,  11L  W  Beftwi.  To®:  £120;  El  00. 
£190,  £1290.  DF:  £R50.  Tito:  £73.60. 
CSF:  £6  74. 

290  (2m  S  110yd  hdte)  1.  North 
BanNstcr  (A  P  McCoy.  8-1).  2.  Damcada 
(4-1  tav):  3.  Its  Grand  (01);  4.  Cetoc  Lrtay 
(33-1).  17ian.NKl2LTMcGovom.Tote 
£13.70;  £2.50.  £1  70.  £1.4ft  £1D.B0  DF: 
£7170  Trio:  £13320.  CSF.  £4350. 
Tricast  £17249  No  bkl 
220  (2m  If  110yd  hdte)  1.  Hawthorne 
Gten  (B  Farton.  01);  2  Arctic  Ute  p-2). 
3,  Fteur  Da  Tal  (102)  Brownade  Bna  01 
lav  (pu).  12  ran.  a.  91  Mra  M  Long.  Tote: 
C7.3tt  £260,  £320.  £231  DF.  £15.50 
Trio:  £6720  CSF:  £2855.  Tncasf. 
£181  10. 

350  (2m  ch)  1.  Early  Drtokar  (J  A 
McCarthy.  84  lav).  Z  Dnnculjen  (14-1). 
3.  Preckxis  Wonder  (40-1)  16  ran  ia 
30L  O  Shenwood.  Tote.  £2-20.  £120. 
£740.  £1990.  OF.  £3300  Tno  £26420 
(pert  won.  pool  ot  £26491  camaOlorware 
to  320  at  Huntingdon  today).  CSF 
£2348. 

390  i  an  11 1 10yd  hds)  1.  Hanraat  Vi«r 
(G  Bradley.  13-2):  2.  In  oar  Sunmk  0-2). 
3,  Wtes  The  Jolie  (101)  Da* 
gsla  11-4  t»  (pu)  11  ran  NH:  Fly  in 
Ante  »!.  10L  C  Brooks.  Tow  £10  30. 
£320.  £110.  £2. BO.  DF-  EM90  Tno: 
£72.10.  CSF'  £35  46.  Trice*.  £271 17 
420  pm  SI  cn)  i.  MamtoiyP 
O’Kflefls.20-1);  2,  FdiomanFun(25-1).3. 
Opal's  Tansxf  (101);  ft  Cool  Charsder 
(12-1).  La  Cnai  Neir  01  d-tar  TO  16  rai 
NR-  Tridcane.  Nk,  151  J  Giflord.  Toie- 


£26  80;  £7.1ft  £3  70.  £4.00.  £2.90.  DF: 
£169.50.  Trio  not  won  (pool  o)  £342.74 
canted  forward  to  320  at  HurUngdon 
today).  CSF:  £41024.  Tricast:  E7.1B197 
Jackpot  £67215.10. 

PlaoapaC  £32620.  Quadpot  £3690. 

Sedgefield 

Going:  good  to  Itrm,  good  In  places 

1.10  (2m  11 1 10yd  hde)  i.  Batemoch  0. 
wyar.  2-1);  2.  felsh  Mil  (011  fav);  3. 
General  Jtmbo  (201).  13  ran.  NR: 
FWdand  way.  Nk.  15L  M  H  Eastertw. 
Tefe:  £350:  £1.10.  £120.  £18.70  DF' 
£1  70  Trio.  El 820.  CSF-  £424. 
1-40(2m1l11tydhcJe)  1.  Orchtdairna  (M 
Dwyar.  01):  2.  WUd  Rose  Of  York  &1);  3. 
Wntega  TattBngar  S-2  hwj;  4.  Thomas 
Ftavf(7-1).  17ran  FA  Aunbe Lorca.  31. 71 
JOUnn.  Tote.  £16  30;  £2.40.  £1  80,  £1  70. 
£1  80  DF.  £37.40.  Trio-  £31.60.  CSF: 
£60.44.  Tricasr  £14522. 

2.10  ran  II  1KM  hdte)  1.  Qenand'e 

Orders  {W  Fry.  7-2);  2.  Sunderland  Echo 
(013taY);3,  wy  Boy  (20-1).  14  ran  iw. 
rft  J  Norton.  Tote:  £620:  £1.40,  £1  10. 
£4.70  DF-  £3.50  Trio;  £462ft  CSF  £6.39. 
2.40  (3m  31  ch)  1.  CaO  Tha  Shots  (K 
Janes.  108  bvl;  2.  Go  SBy  (7-2);  3. 
Rnch'e  Gera  (01).  13  ran  2. 30  J  Wade 
Tote:  C2.BO;  £1.40.  £120.  £130.  DF: 
£4.70  Trio:  £2.70  CSF:  £10  06 

3.10  (an  Itch)  1.  TraskMer  (R  Garritty.  7- 
1):  2.  Omfotd  Hut  (01);  3.  Kanndabll 
(12-1).  Brier's  Del^ht  01  jr-tav.  12  ran.  6L 
41.  M  W  Eastertjy  Tote:  £8.00:  £300. 
r?3Q  £290.  DF:  £4120.  Trio.  £146.10. 
CSF- £63.01  TrtcasL  £625.49. 

240  (3m  31 110yd  hde)  t.  New  Charges 
(B  Oram.  01):  2.  Golden  Nugget  (4-1 
s-Jaw);  3.  High  Penhowe  (01  M-favV  10  ran. 
13.  SL  P  Berasnont  Toe-  £7  80;  £2.70. 
£2.40.  d  60.  DF:  £16.10.  Trio-  £1220. 
CSF-  £3059  ThcaSL  £101  75 

4.10  Cm  It  1 10yd  hete)  1.  Meatfowoum 
(T  Reed.  01):  2.  Danys  DeBtfa  (12-1J.  3. 


Miss  LampGQrt  nO-lL  GatoBDrfEhi 
Evens  lav  17  rrai  NR _bwf«f*TO_ 3^- 
14el  W  Reed.  Tote  £320:  £1  40.  C2.30. 
£4.30.  DF:  £9.90.  Tno:  553.10  (part  won: 
rod  ol  £37.40  earned  toward  to  320  ai 
Huwngdon  today).  CSF:  £69  99 
ptacepoC  £25.10.  Ouadpofc  £19.60. 


Wolverhampton 

Going:  standard 
290(001.  Farmost 


4-7  lav);  2. 


ajCNuner. 

Durmer  God  Tme  (3-1);  3,  Coas)  guards 
Hero  (50-1)  13  ran  vn.  a.  M  PresotSL 
Tote  £1  80:  £1.10.  £120.  £6320  OF; 
£3.40.  Trio:  £10330  (part  won,  pool  at 
£728  canted  toward  to  320  &<  Hurting- 
don  today).  CSF:  £3  37. 

220  (71V 1 .  tembo  Vtetoer  (Alex  Greaves. 
01):  2.  Berga  (5-1  lav);  3.  Berea  (3-1).  1 1 
ran.  Nk.  DR  D  Mrttdte  Tola:  £1090: 
£4.10.  £1.10.  £1 90.  DF:EB.30  Trio:  £8.00. 
CSF:  £13.55. 

3.00  (Im  II  79yd)  1.  FMd  Ol  Vision  (J 
Weaver.  01).  2.  Maple  Bay  (5-2  fav).  3. 
KMwyn  (9-2).  12  ran  NR:  Desert  Poiwr 
Hd,  2X1.  M  Johnetoa  Tot*  £10  70,  £320. 
£190.  £330  DF:  £3890.  Trio:  £31  30. 
CSF.  £31  SO.  TricesL  £102.94 
3.30  (im  IfByd)  1.  China  Castle  (J 
Fortune,  9-4,  mundarar’s  nap):  2.  The¬ 
atre  Magic  (7-1);  3.  Lady  ENgnky  (101). 
Doraoor  7-4  law.  9  ran.  1  «l  1  %L  P 
Haslam  Tola:  £3.  BO,  £1.40.  £320  £300 
□F:  £1000  Trio-  £24.60  CSF:  £2093 
Tricaa  £133.07. 

490  (im  a  166ycfl  1.  Stem's  Wbndar  (G 
Bardwel.  Evens  lav);  2.  Fraise  Du  Rci 
ffl-1);  3.  B  Mdo  17-3}  11  ran  NR:  Caste 
Secret  Hd.  201  M  ton  Tote  £2.10: 
£120.  £220.  £190  DF-  £12.70.  Trio 
£4.80.  CSF  £11  78  Nottd 
490  151)  1.  ChadwaB  Hal  (C  Teague.  0 
l).  2.  long  RaroOo  (101):  3.  Faalheistone 
Lane  (01)  Srxshem  Domkwon  7-2  tew  11 
ran.  21. 1*1.  S  Bowmg  Tola:  £8.40.  £2  ID. 
£640.  £2.30.  DF-  £54.40.  Trio  £7300 
CSF:  £56  06.  Trica&i  £38436. 
nacapoC  £18.50.  Quadpot  £14.10 

□  Addington  Boy,  trained  \jy 
Gordon  Richards,  was  well 
supported  to  6-1  (from  8-1)  with 
Ladbrokes  yesterday  for  the 
Great  Yorkshire  Chase  at 
Doncaster  on  Saturday.  Turn¬ 
ing  Trix  remains  the  100-30 

favourite. 


Nicholson’s  stable  jockey  hopes  to  be  back  within  three  weeks 

Maguire  receives  encouraging  bulletin 

Rvlin  (AM  MlKPiT  —I— -I’  ■  '  '  "  "•  '■  '  1  II  1  ..  I— J - . . ■  — — I  . - - - JOHNC¥L5l 


1^0  Touts  BagaiUe 
2.00  Lots  Rumble 
2.30  Morstock  . 


THUNDERER 

300  Sunley  Bay 
3.30  Easthorpe 

4.00  FOXTROT  ROMEO  (nap) 


101  113143  GOOD  TUBS  13  (BF/AS]  (Mn  0  febtan)  B  Kd  17-0  . . . 0  Won  (7)  B8 


flacacacd  ante.  Sb-ague  tm  ff  —  talL  P — 
prtftd  up  U  —  irtsrad  riae  B  —  traugM 
tern.  S— -start  up.  R  — retaed  0  — 
tfcqraHrt).  Hem's  name.  Days  saw  tart 
odne  F  IfltaL  (B— Miters.  V  — «sn  H  — 
haod  E  —  EyedSell  C  —  ODuscMone  0  — 
ikuu  mm.  CD— cause  mi  ftstmee 


atatr  BF  —  beaan  tamrt t  h  tees  «*J 
Gotag  on  rtfcti  ham  tes  aon  (F  —  tarn,  good  b 
Bfra.  tod.  G  —  goad  S  —  soft  good  la  raft 
heavy)  Oran  in  bwtals.  Tatar.  Age  end 
wdgtt  RWer  pha  any  aUoranz.  The  Thres 
Mata  HaiMw'i  ratal 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (CHASE  COURSE);  SOFT  (HURDLES) 


SIS 


1.30  ELITE  RACING  CLUB  JUVENLE  NOVICES  CLAIMING  HURDLE 

(£2,355: 2m)  (11  runners) 

1  35200  AL  CORMCHE  21  (Bf)  fl)  Basel  k  Ctmhgham-Bma  11-7. - MAFttJjpald  B3 

2  003  DISSOLVE  14  (Wertan  Srtwns  Ud)  N  Lureerd  11-7 . . D  Walsh  5}  88 

3  3525  HANDG0M7  IBu7DwReano)BMBfcsen11-4 _ 0  Seta  (5)  73 

4  4  70UTE  BAfiAlLE  20  (XngM  Kata  Patadtel  M  Pfte  11-3 - DBridgwta  S3 

5  055  KE1CHGAN  7  (1  fatal  S  Nnl0t  114). . SBunuift  74 

6  04853  2MGSAR  B  (ftBFI  (D  HsUM)  J  Bnurtey  114) _  _ A  P  McCoy  98 

7  P5POO  HUSH  CROSS  7  fo  F  Wtfte)  S  KnlgK  1013 . suP,on  » 

8  02802  MA6UU. B« 7 IB) (GftflJ Statoy  10-10 . . - . RFaiM  9 

9  0  EM1EYFACE 7  gUmil)R  Hodges  1010.- . .  T  Deecoudw  (5)  - 

10  3  AtMABMMAMIA  180  (405200  RactalM  Poe  104 - JLw  - 

11  FP  PACffK (WBTTUff 48 (R BnelTI C Baerefi  10-5  . Batted  - 

BETTOS:  5-2  Twk  BagrtBe.  7-2  Otaohe.  Zingto.  02  Am  Banana.  7-1  Hnfcan.  Mapcal  Bel.  101 
Kdchcan.  1*-l  ton. 

1995:  MNT  A  MLUON  4-11-2  D  Gifagter  (01)  U  Btaestod  9  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


AL  CORNICHE  MS  rectal  eflon  41  2ad  flMO  to 
Much  Too  Ugh  ft  nmte  ludb  <e.  Foftwl]  (2m  21. 
sot)  Mft  KCTCMCAN  (12  beta  oBl  teout  40  5ft. 
HANOSON  16UI  5ft  oM2  to  A8  CfcB  ie  noWcr 
teftcap  finie  at  teortm  (2m  II.  good  to  sal) 
«tft  WASH  CROSS  12b  beta  rtOSMI  8ft. 
TOUTE  BESA1IE 161 4*  rt9  to  DtawSorse  to 
noutr  ludtoM  Tanrtte  (2m.  set).  KETCWAN 


MlatoUnlZmil, 


lau&ngl 

hSUftEY 


FACE 


2.00  MAURICE  LISTS)  MABJffl  CHASE 

(£3,912:  3m  If  110yd)  (16  lumas) 

1  34-PP8F  BCBffl  HLL  21  (R  Aftep)  R  Ajhq]  7-11-5 — - -  1%  M  tone!  - 

2  24-O30P  DECISIVE  SPICE  8  (H  Wellseart)  fl  After  7-11-5 -  .  W  Ucferienl  - 

3  FW2U5  DURE  OF  LANCASTHt  21  Mrt  Alta  Partnershoi  kte  J  Pftran  7-11-5  R  Feired  84 

4  0PF  FATHSt  TIM  7  (L  BaMes)  J  Bo*y  011-5 . .  W  J  Ry*  (7)  - 

5  MflflP  REDS  MELODY  U  (F  Ti start  f  Tte  11-JM - 6  «aw  - 

6  4&O06U  GO)  SPffl)  YOU  12  <B)JWtftap)  C  Nnh  7-11-5 _  J  F  Tfey  - 

7  20F  6RAMC  DB»Bt  10  (EPS  (Pits)  Ud)  6  Hanwod  7-11-5 - B  Peenl  - 

6  500400  JIMMY'S  FANCY  24  (5  Jones)  lire  5  Nitons  011.5. _ _  .  A  Ton  - 

9  00724  LETS  RUMBLE  35  (S)  (H  Penyj  R  After  7-11-5 .  Ur  P  Henley  ft  S 

10  11/1-  MY  MAH  MAN  3S5P  (FJLS)  Mis  S  Itessef-Bemras  Hi -5  Mr  J  Cutty  (!)  - 

11  IH1PP&  PIWOmAT  B91  (69)  (5  Dradi)  5  Deuh  1011-S_ . — .  Mr  J  Jrtia  - 

T2  2S4  PWCTS  WJ.  21  (E  Stot)  K  Bad*  9-11-5 . .  T  J  Mrajhy  74 

13  R2-22F2  3AMLEE  19  (S  htetto)  P  Hobbs  7-11-5  - - -  A  P  McCoy  - 

M  P6P0M  TEARFUL  PUKE  49  (C  MtdMI)  C  UtChel  12-11-5.  . .  S  Buontfi-  66 

1b  THE  LANCS)  (A  Frog}  0  BandHto  7-11-5 -  - - D  Fort  (5)  - 

18  2/22-  KMGSMU.  QUAY  298P  (Miss  J  du  Pkssls)  Miss  J  ito  Pksst  7-11-0  B  Fteton  (5)  - 

BETTOS:  7-2  Las  ftnftto.  4-1  My  MW  U*.  02  Pitas  HR.  01  Srtra.  01  Dute  01  LancaSa.  101 
ftngarril  Oray.  Designer.  201  afters 

1995:  £5SD0UB(£TOU  7-TT-5  R  Eras*  (4-1)  Ms  J  fenfteetanas  19  rai 

FORM  FOCUS 


BORO  HU  taut  27UI  6ft  o(  14  to  Hm  A 
Nightcap  ft  nonce  ctae  ft  Ludtcro  (2m.  goad)  in 
prarttarte  stel  DtKE  OF  LANCASTBt  29  5b 
of  11  to  Felkv  Ctutownn  to  imice  dsse  to 
Nodftnharo  (3m  110yd.  good).  LETS  RUMBLE  21 
2nd  of  14  b  Ubu  Val  m  nova  erase  to  Wladur 
(3m.  good)  on  pendtantoe  start  MY  MAW  MAN 
beta  FUMecraalll  to  5-nnw  tart  to  WtoMtodgo 


Om.  good  to  soli}.  PRKFS  HU.  10»l  4h  of  12 
to  King  lari*  to  navta  chase  to  NoDmohim  (3m 
11  OpT good]  «*>  BORO  HLL  let  4  out  SAULEE 
azndoftlta  maf]  n»  smy  to  nonce  hutfr 
to  Hrntact  (2m  6L  good  to  soli)  TEARFUL 
PRHQE  <isl  Gti  oMI  to  Certain  Ai®ft«i  handicap 
chase  at  Tauttan  " 

StoedtaiE  LETS 


2.30  TOTE  BETTING  SHOP  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,863:  2m}  (9  runners) 


>  (09)  (P  Lodr)  G  Harwood  0124) . . M  A  Ftzjpnld  97 

(0.F.6.S)  (Gmrtn  Auedrtesl  R  Stonge  0124) —  R  Snoge  W 


120600  AMANC83  12 
232000  THU  JW  7  . 

FP34-40  CABOCHON  24  PAS)  (1  Josqft)  R  Fits  011-12 .  „  J  Frota  94 

250006  5TATAJACK  43  ffl.CDfi)  (Mrt  M  Stade)  D  Bsrarti  011-9—  A  Procter  (3)  91 

534-411  TB«  8  (05)  (S  S*shuy)  T  taster  011-9  (6e>) _  A  P  McCoy  ffl 

5530-FD  SMU6GLBT5  POMT  10  (0 fl  (M  Mctayl  R  O'StoMn  011-8 .  B  PomI  » 

350240  ICB*  HE  1)1  MH>  12  (COJ^)  (P  Toy)  N  MdcMI  7-11-6 _ D  Skynne  92 

402230  MORSTOCK  12  (CD.6)  (Mis  U  Ftortron)  R  Hodges  011-6 .  T  Ducombe  &  96 

3112-04  PETIT  JEAN  44F  (D.S)  (R  mure)  0  tad afl  0114L- . -  D  J  BucM  90 

BETTWfe  04  Tetoeto  4-1  Sttajeck.  01  Mote.  7.1  Amnaa  01  tap  Mr  ft  llftd.  Mtm  101  Teen  Jay 
12-1  toners 

1995:  m  CAUURUE  7-1012  A  P  MiCra  (01)  G  Bahteg  11  can 


FORM  FOCUS 


AtlANCD  bed  effort  tots  tarn  1MI  5ft  to  10 1C 
fenwacer  n  handicap  hurtfls  to  Chepstow  (2m 
1 10yd.  good).  STATAUCX  lGI  Bit  ol  22to  OmTs 

3 m  handteto  huifle  to  Stadow  (Zn  llOtd, 
on  perottome  dart  toti  ICT’ ME  91  MN) 
■a  Defier  ofl)  10  l3ft 
Tafifl  coropteted  dotote  bsil  Saul  Crt  51  tn  12- 
raacr  tend  cap  trade  d  HaOtatoum  (2m.  good  to 
soft)  KEEP  ME  4tftaM7  to  titay 


Blue  ii  hemfleap  ludta  to  Enter  (2m  2L  sort)  on 
pmfeatai  start,  wto  CABOCHON  On  wane  off 
341  lift  TEEN  JAY  251 120  «d  SMUGGLER'S 
POMT  (3to  erne  offl  M  2  oil 
MORSTOCK  291  Bft  to  14  to  Stonb  In  hwidkap 
tutor  to  Ascot  (2m  110yd.  soft)  wdh  AMANCIO 
(1b  beta  oil)  lilBli  anl  KEB*  ME  NMBO  (1b 
beta  toD  51  lift 
Stoectar  7QNBN  (nap) 


3.00  PAT  RUTHVEN  AND  GUY  NDUW  MEMORIAL  VASE 

(Handicap  chase:  amateurs-  £3,730:  3m  It  110yd)  (13  runners) 

1  34422F  SUMEV  BAY  7  (C0.BF.ftS)  Mra  U  Btera]  P  Mdtefc  10124)  Mu  P  Cota  S)  S 

2  HM05P  OVUS  A  BUCK  14  (ftCAF^S)  (h  Cntatal  D  Bsutoh  1011-9  R  Mtoif  0  - 

3  3IF4SP/  POUR  KBCN  730  fAS)  (C  Uanxi)  N  fenteson  1011-8  C  Mgon  0  - 

4  404224  SOME  DAY  SOON  IB  ff)  (X  PohDI  M  Brtsnck  11.11-4 - R  Baton  0  93 

5  38P0P6  BEAU  BAOIARD  19  ®,65)  (Mrs.  C  Ptaeran)  P  Mdnfc  011-4  J  Cutty  0  - 

6  2211-23  RECTORY  GARDBt  14  (S)  (lad  Cteagml  T  taste  7-11-4  „  R  Ihanma  0  90 

7  F31F-15  FUi  OF  f«E  20  (FSi  (J  Gltoft)  K  BaBoy  011-1 - C  Boons  (3)  90 

8  /13F0  STAR  OAR  26ZP(D^)(Wfe9Mn  SoAenS  Ito]  HUipari  10- 1011  FBwman0  - 

9  6SP024  SLVBWO  14  (B.6.S)  (S  Brattd)  S  Earte  10109..  . . U  Rbnel  @  SB 

10  23031 P  ROOD  MSGHT  45  (ftS)  (I  NeS)  C  taoks  0106 .  — .  E  Jams  (7)  98 

11  1114JQ0  ELK  MRAGE  12  (F.SI  (J  Coombe)  M  Coootoo  11-102  Mbs  M  Coontoe  (7)  BO 

12  9PP1PF  CAVALKD  7  (Si  (H  Memos)  H  Moran  7-10D _  A  Wtah  0  - 

13  P61-PK  BLAKFS  MKOBt  24  (F)  (Ihe  Seta  ParBenftfti)  R  Ahe  010-0  P  Hertey  (5)  - 

Long  hmteap.  Ctaatam  012.  Btato-s  Wanda  02 

BETTING:  01  Stacy  B q.  7-2  Rertny  Godot  02  Sdmwn.  01  Ml  Of  Pm.  12-1  Gnus  A  Bud,  Some  Day 
Soon.  Good  hag«.  14-1  ndws 

19ffi.  SUNLEY  BAY  01013  tabs  P  Corftig  (11-4  te)  P  Ntebons  12  on 

FORM  FOCUS 


H»1£Y  flAYO  2nd  oM4  to  Korean 
h—^>  ctax  over  cause  add  to1*”* 
sol)  on  ponrttonle  start.  Mb  RECTORY 
rite  beta  oB)  121 3rt.  SLVBlMO  (4b  bolter  offl 
2W  4b  and  GMJS  A  BUCK  (10b  beta  toQ 
|wtert  IB  3  0UL 

6JVUS  A  BUCK  ton!  421  5b  to  6  to  Bisflops 
bland  to  AenJcap  dsot  to  Baler  On  71  llflw. 
good)  on  pmttrato  start  SOME  DAY  SOON  » 
4b  to  17  to  Ontnnle  n  a  hsidhtop  toiasa  to 
Wvafci  tern  41  llOrt.  good  to  soil)  «»  BEAU 
HARD  (52 


SABI 


i  (5b  beta  oil)  291  etn. 


31 


tal  to  11  a  BAsray  Ftoioa  n  harefaap  chase  a» 
Woreataer  (2m  7L  good  to  torn)  RECTORY 
GARDEN  4?  2nd  to  10  to  Too  Plush  in  hn&op 
ctau  at  Bangor  (2m  41  llOyd,  goodl  on  penuto- 

RftL  OF  RRE  bed  Jason's  Boy  31  ft  0nmr 
amateu  ndos'  hm&cv  ctuse  al  Lodtote  (3m, 
good  to  tnoj  an  penutamtae  start.  SLVERMO  41 
Sid  to  15  to  Hareefl  (ad  ft  handkap  chase  to 
Ertoer  (2m  71 110yd.  good  to  soft)  on  penuftntde 
start,  tob  SWUBr  »Y  10  4ft 
Stoedton:  SUNLEY  BAY 


3.30  TfflBJCE  BRADY  &  CHARLOTTE  BINGHAM  CHASE 

(lirrated  handk^r:  £6,710:  2m)  (4  runners) 

1  1-11111  EASTHORPE  19  (D.F AS)  (M  BraugMoo)  Mbs  H  Knlgtt  011-7  ..  J  F  Tifley  ffl 

2  13602F  BARNA  BOY  6  (L  Vltetn)  H  Hendmon  011-4  .  ._  HA  Ftegeraa  * 

3  301131  N0R7IEMI  SADOLoi  13  (IXF.&S)  Ifl  Evans)  R  Hodges  0101?  T  Dascomte  (5)  B7 

4  22211-3  MtSIER  000Y  13  (O&S)  (Mra  R  HOT)  J  Kftg  10107_. .  Mr  J  Cutty  (7)  91 
Long  handicap:  Mister  Odd/ 101. 

BETIMEt  twnc  EaShnrpe.  02  Noftem  Saddtar,  11-4  Bama  Boy.  01  Lister  Odd/. 

1995:  ITOWAS  SWAN  SONG  7-107  A  To*  (Ml  R  Hodges  6  can 

FORM  FOCUS 


EASTHORPE  wrntatod  fce-tonw  Deal  Storm  Alert 
Ml  in  hanlcan  dose  to  Sandoon  (2u  good  to 
sort)  BARNA  BOY  21  2nd  to  5  to  NORTHERN 
SAOOLER  (4te  Muse  ofl)  n  hnfleap  chase  to 
Wnceta  (2m.  sod)  onpentoionale  start  NORTH¬ 
ERN  SADDLER  but  Zajra  4lln  hamteap  erase  to 


Ascot  tan.  good  ft  soft)  eta  MtSIER  OODY  l3b 
worse  off)  short-head  3rd.  MSTER  ODOY  bed 
Dew  Do  30  mamatee  ridas-  handkap  chase  to 
Lacsstar  (2m  11.  henY)  on  pewOmtoe  stai  tedi 
MHTDfiW  SADDLES  (7b  beta  off)  ded  3rd. 
EASTWRPE 


4.00  punas  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.478:  2m  61)  (17  runners) 


3S05OP  LAJ4SDC WW  64  (OS)  (B 
50O32F  ROYAL  PIPER  B  (CO.SJ  (/ 
P22-1R)  SLYER  STAIOAH)  54 
33PO10  LAM3SXER  PRYDE  308 
S2/P3P1-  ACE  PLAYER  241  (B) 
600002  CARRE  DANCER  14 
13IK1-50  OUST  DAWN  37  V 
5PWP-55  SUKAAB  7  rcj)  ®  I 
03443  FOtmOT  RttEO  12 
323/65  YOUNG  TESS  32  (G 
/PU12M-  THANKS  A  MLUON  51 


Denrwad)  P  licnolb  b-im..  .  _  M  feums  (7)  ® 

QoftigtonI  A  J  IBson  3-fl-IT  . .  A  ToiY  88 

-  (B  Loggi  T  Faster  011-9 -  G  ItCoai  88 

.  (Ms  mi  M  Pipe  7-11-8 ...  0  Brtdgwakr  66 
ttdrtson)  D  Chopocfl  011-2  ..  R  Grou  60 

fearan)  S  9araood  01012 . .  a  P  McCoy  97 

(Ms  P  Ki«)  J  lOng  101011 - G  Upm  SD 

_  i  w  .  .  B  Ryan  11-1010  - -  M  A  FBsgotod  80 

9  3-3443  FOXTROT  RfiMft)  12  «Udy  CoUam)  C  Bronte  010s. _ Mr  E  James  98 

»  323®  YOU*  TESS  22  (G  Taylor)  N  Btoteago  0103 - - - W  Mcfatad  B3 

11  /PU12/4-  THANKS  A  MLUON  514  ff]  (R  StaQ  N  Thorosss  10102 _ R  Davis  - 

12  320243  IR  PLAYRIL  14  (P  tytar)  R  Fred  0100 _ _ J  Frost  B9 

13  135-225  DUNLR  44  (F)  IB  Breremot  P  rioderd  0100 - S  Bainogh  BB 

14  005432  PERStSTBTT  GUMIER  B  (C.Q  |P  Stade)  R  Hodges  0109-  T  Dscomte  «  97 

15  3PO0SO  I4AYFEL0  PARK  7  (OB)  IR  Brawl)  C  Barra®  11-100 _ B  CBTonl  85 

16  a/OPO  BLLY  BARTER  2D  (V)  (the  Crutch  Conrexaonl  G  Btodmg  010-0  B  Fenton  (5)  - 

17  3FPSF0  COBjR  BATTANT  245  ffj  (B  Jones)  R  Bata  0104) -  B  Petal  83 

Long  hentocap:  Drain  013.  ftniaal  Guner  012,  Uaytad  Part  012.  BUi  Barter  010 

BETUB:  01  Carna  Draco.  7-1  lamtata  Pryde.  01  Fraftto  Romeo.  Mr  PlayUl  101  Ara  Ptaro.  Royal  Prat. 
Pentars  txroa.  >2-1  omen 

1995:  ROYAL  PIPBt  010H  A  Tory  (101)  Ms  J  RetoeoOarans  18  no 

FORM  FOCUS 


lANSOOME  test  eta!  He  teimaboto  1BI  tart  to 

5  to  Qoto  Mrapms  ft  lanftMhinflB  to  Netouy 

pn  110yd,  good)  ROYAL  TO&1  head  2nd  to  9  to 

Tow  loader  to  hanicap  taedle  a)  Tsudon  (3m 

on  onurterato  start  SLVEH  STAN- 

i  Ms  term  bear  Muster*  Ml  ft  14- 

.  tantfle  to  Sbadocd  (2m  51 11M. 

wtlh  ROYAL  PIPER  (4b  beta  ol)  )2VSl7b. 

SXEfl  PRIDE  beto  SanM  1MI  ft  20nftnar 

nonce  turtle  oro  tone  and  dctance  (sal)  an 


penubnata  Man  CAflMG  0ANCB1  41  M  to  17 
a  Hafle  Detriog  In  nones  hanficap  hente  mer 
course  and  dsten  (good  to  soft  orb  MR  HAY- 
RJL  (5b  beta  ofl)  131  3rd  FOXTROT  ROMEO 
4*41  M  to  25  to  SprtBni  Yasroft  In  matden 
route  to  Wanrid  Pro  41  flOvd.  good  10  sol) 
EXMJR  7i  did  to  9  u  fttaigb  m  isnfiiap  hide 
to  FoMesbn  Cm  a  nOyo.  good  to  him)  an 
"  ‘  ‘e  sort 

CARRE  DANC8I 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wns 

ftm 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wftoas 

Mb 

1 

Ms  J  Ptenra 

22 

75 

293 

J  Loner 

7 

22 

318 

u  Pipe 

35 

129 

271 

T  Oucontee 

4 

21 

190 

Mss  h  hrign 

5 

28 

21.4 

G  UcCaui 

7 

45 

15G 

R  Ain 

11 

54 

294 

W  Itaatrad 

4 

27 

14J8 

D  Gacdatn 

6 

34 

176 

R  Fatal 

5 

42 

11.9 

S  Showed 

6 

35 

17.1 

B  CMtord 

S 

47 

106 

/ 


42  SPORT  /  RADIO 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  25  1996 


Real  runners  deserve  chance  of  lottery  gold 


|arjx-l  Chariots  of  Fire,  ihc 
inspiration  of  the  gold  medal 
hnpcfu!  these  days  is  mure 
likely  to  he  ScratchcanK  of 
Tire.  "We  are  going  fur  gold.-' 
declared  the  National  Heritage  Sec¬ 
retary.  Virginia  Botlomley.  this  week. 
"VVc  want  to  help  the  stars  of  the 
future."  She  was  announcing  that 
National  Lottery  grants  Worth  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds  could  be  given  to 
help  competitors  to  train,  coach  and 

compete  in  all  sports  —  from  the 

youngster  of  promise  _ 

to  the  champion  in  the 
Olympics. 

It  is  a  fine  idea,  for 
ihuugli  sport  has  bene¬ 
fited  by  more  than  EI7U 
million  in  the  first  year 

of  the  loiter;,  the 
grants  have  rxtn  spent 

on  building  or  improv¬ 
ing  facilities. 

Now  grants  can  be  paid  di reedy  to 
individuals  to  help  them  to  fulfil  their 
potential.  But  the  real  test  Tor  the 
fair;’  godmothers  who  hand  nut  the 
Ini  ten.  gold  (in  this  case  the  spurts 
councils)  will  be  in  make  sure  it  giX'S 
to  the  deserving  Cinderellas  and  not 
the  Ugly  Sisters  already  bloated  with 
sponsorship  and  appearance  money. 

Real  deserv  ing  eases  should  not  lx- 
hard  to  find,  for  they  are  the  true 
heirs  nf  rhe  now  seemingly  lime- 
warpevl  amateur  ethos  that  sn  preoc¬ 
cupied  the  founding  fathers  of  much 


‘There  is  no 
better 

example  of  an 
unsung  sport’ 


of  British  »port.  In  what  was  really  a 
class  division,  sport  was  carved  up  a 
century  and  more  ago  into  gentlemen 
and  players.  These  days,  the  heirs  to 
the  lofty  idealism  of  the  amateur 
Tradition  are  left  to  cel  by  as  best  they 
can. 

Mostly  that  means  relying  on  the 
biggest  army  of  hidden  sponsors  in 
rhe  land  —  their  families  —  who  often 
provide  money,  equipment,  transport 
and  sometimes  even  coaching  up  to 
international  level. 

There  is  nu  better 
example  of  an  unsung. 

under- resourced  and 
literally  grassroots 
sport  than  cro^-coun- 
iry  running.  This  Sat¬ 
urday  afternoon, 
thousands  of  real  run¬ 
ners  {not  your  lycra- 
dad  poseurs  who 
marathon  only  for  the 
cameras)  will  flog  their  way  through 
mud.  grass,  woods  and  ditches  in 
cross-country's  area  championships. 

The  cross-country  season  has  been 
a  fiercely  competitive  feature  of 
British  athletics  for  more  than  a 
century  and  traditionally  helps  to 
account  for  our  strength  in  depth  at 
distance  running.  The  list  of  British 
record-holders  and  medal-winner* 
who  have  shivered  their  winters 
running  on  grim  cross-country 
courses  is  legendary.  Walter  George. 
Svdnev  Wnoderjion,  Gordon  Fine. 


Ron  Hill.  Brendan  Foster.  Dave 
Bedford  —  even  Cram.  Coe  and  Ovett 
—  all  knew  that  you  could  reap 
success  in  the  summer  only  if  you 

had  put  in  rhe  hard  work  in  the 
winter. 

This  tough  sport  evolved  in  the 
early  years  of  the  I'Jth  century  when  it 
was  known  in  the  public  schools  as 
"hare  and  hounds"  —  a  papercha.se. 
with  the  human  hares  laying  a  trail  of 
paper  for  the  runners  behind  to 
follow.  The  father  of  cross-country 
running  at  club  level  was  Walter  Rye. 
a  hardliner,  even  among  his  fellow 
Victorians  nn  ihe  subject  of  gentle¬ 
men  amateurs  —  he  saw  no  place  for 
working  men  or  gambling  in  his 
sport.  He  organised  a  run  in  I8F>7 
which  led  to  the  founding  of  the 
world's  first  club,  the  Thames  Hare 
and  Hounds,  and  the  new  spon  took 
off 


The  climax  of  this  season  will  take 
place  nn  March  23  at  the  world  cross¬ 
country  championships  in  Cape 
Town,  and  despite  a  lamentable  lack 
of  resources  there  is  a  real  chance 
that  the  British  teams  can  get  among 
the  medals.  Since  Dave  Clarke,  one  of 
the  finest  cross-country  runners  pro¬ 
duced  by  Britain,  took  over  as  men's 
team  manager  a  little  more  than  a 
year  ago,  the  British  squad  has  found 
the  spirit  to  take  on  the  world.  Clarke 
has  confidence  and  enthusiasm. 

What  he  and  his  squad  _ 

do  not  have  is  money. 

“Big  sums  aren’t  nec¬ 
essarily  going  to  make 
our  athletes  run  any 
better.”  he  says,  “but  a 
little  would  go  a  very 
long  way  and  buy  a  lot 
of  recognition  and 
goodwill.  What  we  _______ 

really  need  funding  for 
is  a  British  endurance  squad  —  to  get 
the  most  out  of  our  great  distance 
running  tradition." 

Clarke  is  trying  to  match  his  team 
against  the  best  in  the  world  with 
little  more  than  a  token  budget.  He 
has  the  problem  of  asking  some  of  his 
best  prospects  to  pass  up  paid 
appearances  in  favour  of  running  for 
their  country  virtually  at  their  own 
expense.  "We're  asking  some  ath¬ 
letes.  particularly  the  young  ones,  to 
run  for  Britain  with  an  overdraft 
hanging  round  their  necks,"  lie  says. 


The  British 
squad  has  the 
spirit  to  take 
on  the  world’ 


"We  can  beat  plenty  in  Cape  Town, 
including  the  top  European  teams,  if 
we  can  get  our  best  runners  to  turn 
out  there.  We  have  men  like  Paul 
Evans  and  Rob  Denmark  —  and  we 
need  them.  If  our  distance  runners 
can  get  a  taste  of  success  in  South 
Africa,  we  can  follow  it  with  success 
in  the  summer  at  die  Olympics.  If  the 
public  want  losee  our  distance  men 
and  women  winning  medals  on  the 
track,  they  must  realise  that  the 
runners  need  some  encouragement  to 

_  do  the  groundwork 

through  die  British 
winter." 

Thanks  to  the 
changes  in  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery  awards, 
some  badly-needed 
support  could  be  chan¬ 
nelled  into  this  Cinder¬ 
ella  Sport.  What  Walter 
Rye  would  have  made 
of  such  grants  we  can  only  guess,  in 
1876,  the  press  was  full  of  rumours 
that  Rye  was  about  to  resign  because 
there  had  been  some  gambling  over 
cards  in  the  dressing-room  of  the 
Thames  Hare  and  Hounds. 

The  row  passed  and  he  did  not  quit 
after  all.  so  perhaps  a  century  and 
more  later  he  would  have  smiled  at 
lottery  money  coming  to  the  aid  of  his 
beloved  paper-chasing.  But  I 
wouldn't  bet  cm  it. 

John  Bryant 


Business  trip  east 
marks  start  of 
European  venture 


]T 


OF  ALL  the  places  in  which 
the  PGA  European  Tour  could 
open  its  prixeedings  this  your, 
a  tropical  island  near  rhe 
Equator  where  inflation  is 
running  at  12?  per  cent  annual¬ 
ly  is  about  the  oddest.  Singa¬ 
pore.  b.500  miles  from 
London,  is  not  the  first  place 
that  comes  to  mind  when  one 
thinks  of  Europe. 

Golf,  however,  is  a  business 
and  as  Johnnie  Walker  pumps 
Ell  million  annually  into  gulf, 
making  it  the  biggest  sponsor 
in  Europe  and  probably  the 
world,  it  i<  appropriate  that 
one  of  its  tournaments  stuns 
the  year  —  at  the  Tanah 
Mcrah  Country  Club  here  this 
morning. 

Greg  Norman.  Fred  Cou¬ 
ples.  the  defending  champion, 
and  Ernie  Els  have  all  been 
lured  to  this  island  that  Ls 
smaller  in  size  than  Greater 
London  —  and  it  has  taken 
more  than  a  couple  of  bottles 
of  Black  Label  to  do  that.  you 
can  be  sure.  No  sooner  had 
Norman  arrived  than  he  went 
down  with  a  chest  infection 
and  was  said  to  he  an  extreme¬ 
ly  doubtful  srarter. 

It  is  fun  being  a  golf 
supporter  these  days.  The  four 
annual  major  championships 
remain  compelling  watching, 
each  offering  an  individual 
challenge  for  the  professionals 
as  thev  have  done  everv  vear 


John  Hopkins  in  Singapore  on 
the  gripping  contest  launched 
by  the  Johnnie  Walker  Classic 


since  the  US  PGA  became  a 
legitimate  major  champion¬ 
ship  40  years  ago.  They  have 
not  been  devalued  by  the  rise 
of  extravaganzas  with  huge 
financial  purses  at  either  end 
of  the  season.  The  Masters  in 
April,  the  US  Open  in  June, 
the  Open  a  month  later  and 
the  LIS  PGA  in  August  are  as 
much  the  central  features  of 
the  golfing  year  as  spring, 
summer,  autumn  and  winter 
are  of  the  calendar  year. 

Good  as  that  is.  that  is  not 
all.  These  days,  the  rise  in  the 
standards  of  golf  outside  the 
United  States  means  that  it 
has  become  more  of  a  world¬ 
wide  game  and  competitions 
between  teams  from  Europe 
and  the  LJniled  States  are 
evenly  matched  instead  of  the 
one-sided  affairs  they  used  to 
be.  In  BJ95.  for  example,  the 
golf-watcher  who  supported 
Europe  could  have  been  sated 
hv  the  excitement  and  diversi¬ 
ty  i.if  what  was  on  offer.  There 
is  every  reason  to  expect  MWb 
to  be  almost  as  exciting. 

The  Ryder  Cup  started  the 
leveiling-up  of  standards  be¬ 
tween  the  two  continents  and 
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the  thrilling  affair  at  Oak  Hill. 
Rochester,  in  September  was 
possibly  the  best  yet  and 
arguably  the  sporting  —  not 
just  the  golfing  —  event  of  last 
year.  The  teeming  rain  did 
nothing  to  diminish  rhe  excite^ 
men!  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland's  victory  in  the  Walker 
Cup  the  same  month.  That 
meant  that  these  two  trophies 
joined  the  Curtis  Cup  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlanric. 

There  is  a  pleasing  sy  mme¬ 
try  to  the  golfing  calendar  at 
present-  one  that  is  a  lesson  to 
other  sports  w  here  one  impor¬ 
tant  event  clashes  with 
another  and  the  end  result  is  a 
lessening  in  importance  of 
diem  all.  The  seemingly  end¬ 
less  succession  of  strokeplay 
events  among  the  profession¬ 
als  and  leading  amateurs  are 
now  punctuated  by  two 
maichplay  events  each  year. 
Last  year,  it  w  as  the  men  who 
competed  for  the  Ryder  and 
Walker  Cups.  This  year,  rt  is 
the  turn  of  the  women  —  the 
amateurs  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  attempting  to  retain 
the  Curtis  Cup  at  killame;  in 
June  and  the  women  profes¬ 
sionals  from  Europe  hoping  ic 
regain  the  Solheim  Cup  at  St 
Pierre  in  September. 

Here  and  there  are  other 
pleasing  events:  the  eccentric 
President's  Putter,  as  dottilv 
barmy  a.%  swimming  in  the 
Serpentine  on  ChrNtmas  Day: 
the  Amateur  Champimship. 
this  year  to  be  held  at 
Tur.nherry:  the  Halford 
Hewitt,  that  mast-:rp.c-:e  of 
organisation  :hat  takes  place 
each  Easier  and  is  regarded 
by  its  participant*  as  being  far 
more  important  than  :ha: 
small  invitational  even:  :n 
.Augusta.  Georgia,  going  or.  a: 
the  same  time,  ar.cl  the  hone 
internationals,  as  rousing  j 
festival  of  amateur  golf  .*.» 
any. 

In  April,  some  real  amateur 


Jan  25-28 
Feb  1-4 
Feb  8-11 
Feb  15-18 
Feb  22-25 
Feb  29-Mar  3 
Mar  7-10: 
Mar  14-17: 
Mar  21-24: 
Mar  28-31: 
Apr  18-21: 
Apr  25-28: 

May  2-5 
May  9-12: 
May  16-19: 
May  24-27: 
May  30-June  2: 
June  6-9: 
June  13-16: 
June  20-23: 
June  27-30: 

July  4-7: 
July  10-13: 
July  25-28: 
Aug  1-4: 
Aug  8-11: 
Aug  15-18” 
Aug  22-25: 
Aug  29-Sept  1: 
Sept  5-8: 
Sept  12-15: 
Sept  19-22: 
Sept  26-29: 

Oct  3-6: 
Oct  24-27: 


Apr  11-14: 
June  13-16: 
July  18-21: 
Aug  8-11: 
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Heineken  Classic,  The  Vines,  Perth 
Dimension  Data  Pro-Am.  Sun  City  ... 

Alfred  Dunhill  South  Africa  PGA  Championship.  Johannesburg 
FNB  Players  Championship,  Durban 
Catalan  Open,  Tarragona  •  •'• .  *■*.  ’ 

Moroccan  Open,  Agadir  '** 

Dubai  Desert  Classic 

Portuguese  Open,  Lisbon  in 

Madeira  Island  Open  .  ‘V 

Cannes  Open.  Mougins 
Turaspaha  Masters,  Jerez 
Italian  Open,  Milan 
Peugeot  Spanish  Open,  Valencia 

Benson  and  Hedges  International  Open,  The  Oxfordshire,  Thame 
Volvo  PGA  Championship,  Wentworth 
Deutsche  Bank  Open,  Hamburg 
English  Open,  Forest  of  Arden 

Jersey  Open,  La  Moye  " V 

BMW  International  Open,  Munich 
Peugeot  French  Open,  Paris  . 

Murphy’s  Irish  Open,  Dublin  _  '7 

Scottish  Open,  Carnoustie  •  £r*'“V!‘s-r 

Dutch  Open,  HHversum  te^v. 

Volvo  Scandinavian  Masters,  Gothenburg 
Hohe  Brucke  Open,  Utschau.  Austria  J.’ 

Czech  Open,  Marianske  Lazne 
Voh/o  German  Open,  Stuttgart 
British  Masters,  Collingtree  Parfr- 
Canon  European  Masters,  C rans-su r-Sierre ,  Switzerland 
Lancome  Trophy,  St-Nam-la-8r&teche,  Pots 
Loch  Lomond  world  invitational,  Loch  Lomond  ■ 

Smurfit  European  Open,  The  K  Club,  Dublin 
Unde  German  Masters,  Berlin 
Volvo  Masters,  Valdenama 

THE  MAJOR  CHAMPIONSHIPS 

US  Masters.  Augusta 
US  Open,  Oakland  Hills,  Michigan 
Open  Championship.  Royal  Lytham  and  St  Annas 
US  PGA  Championship.  Louisvffle,  Kentucky 


Norman,  left,  who  is  a  doubtful  starter.  Couples  and  Els  have  all  been  lured  to  Singapore 


enthusiasts  will  gather  to  play 
72  rv.»‘e*  in  one  day  a: 
Little- rons;  —  and.  in  25  years 
vf  so  doing,  only  one  man  has 
failed  *r  complete  the  four 
r*-jrds  ~li"5  easy  enough." 
on-.-  of  i her. i  said  recently. 
"Yivj  d.'  r.vn  [rounds |  before 
iur.cb.  Then  you  sit  down  and 
haw  a  decent  meal,  a  knife- 
and-fork  job  and  a  gias»  or 
rwo  .:■!  wine.  .And  then  you  do 
rwvi iher  lunch.  I’m  nut  laying 
it's  j  piece  af  cake,  but  nor 
am  I  sa1  insi  it  is  that  difficult. 


You  sleep  quite  well  after  all 
that." 

Yet  just  as  the  nan  of  the 
FGA  European  Tour  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  act  as  the  starting 
pistol  for  golf  in  Europe,  so  it 
is  the  professionals  on  this 
tour  that  demand  the  greatest 
attention.  Between  the  start  of 
the  first  event,  the  Johnnie 
Walker  Classic  in  Singapore 
today,  and  the  end  of  the  final 
event,  the  Volvo  Masters  at 
Valderrama.  Spain,  on  Octo¬ 
ber  27.  the  travelling  circus  of 


players  will  have  hit  millions 
of  golf  balls  and  visited  dozens 
of  countries 

Last  year  was  dominated  by 
the  week-by  -week  struggle  be¬ 
tween  Sam  Torrance  and  Col¬ 
in  Montgomerie.  which 
became  as  gripping  to  watch 
as  it  must  have  been  exhaust¬ 
ing  iu  play.  That  Mont¬ 
gomerie  only  won  with  his 
final  stroke  of  the  season  in 
Europe  indicates  how  close  it 
all  was.  Would  that  this  year 
will  be  as  exciting. 
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RADIOCHOICE; 


Murder  tram 
back  on  rails 


Cinema  100:  Strangers  on  a  Train.  Radio  4. 2.00pm- 
Too  many  literary  cooks  ihnalened  to  spoil  Hitdhojdc  JbroOi  tn  W5L 
In  the  event,  the  flavour  of  Siraneers  on  a  Train  vras  almwt 
everybody's  taste.  Hitchcock  himself  contributed  to  the  screenplay, 
though  the  credits  named  only  Whitfield  Cook 
Highsmith's  thriller,  and  the  great  Raymond  Chandler  and  Carm 
Ormonde  as  screenwriters.  Like  his  Hollywood  predecebM- rs.  Craig 
Warner  has  used  diis  tale  of  a  double  murder  plot  as  hts  inspiration, 
but  nobody  who  knows  anytliing  about  Warners  remarkable 
inventive  powers  as  a  radio  dramatist  will  expect  his  adaptation  of 
Strangers  on  a  Train  to  be  slavishly  faithful  to  Highsniith. 

The  American  Wife.  Radio  4.  Ih 00pm. 

Except  for  the  odd  flashback.  Richard  Nelson's  short  play  all  take, 
place  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  The  irony  is  that  die  eponyniuuSrSp.w 
(Zoe  Wanamaker)  has  precious  little  to  thank  anybody  tor.  An 
American  in  London,  married  to  an  Englishman  (Anton  Lessen,  she 
hates  England,  its  people,  and  their  obsessions,  especially'  their 
gardens  and  their  holiday  plans.  She  despises  the  husband  who  she 
ts  convinced  is  having  an  adulterous  fling;  and  she  is  scared  that  her 
welt-advanced  pregnancy  is  going  to  end  badly.  All  this  comes  out  in 
her  unspoken  (noughts  as  she  detached ly  serves  a  Thanksgiving  Day 
dinner.  Nelson  has  written  a  subtle,  twin-track  play.  Why  twin-track. 
On  this,  my  Ups  are  sealed.  Peter  pavalk 


RADIO  1 


FB  Swreo  4.00am  C&va  Warren  6430 
Oris  Evans9.00  Simon  Mayo12JX>  Usa 
TAnson,  ind  at  1230-12L4Spm  News- 
beat  and  at  1.15  The  Net  2.09  Nicky 
Campbel  4 JBQ  Mark  Gocdler.  ind  5JO- 
S.45  Newsbeat.  6.15  ttw  Net  7.00 
Evereng  Sesstcn  9.00  Colins  and 
Maccoe’s  Mil  Parade  104)0  Mark 
RadcStle  Mdn^ht  Claire  Sturqess,  rid 
12.15am  The  Net 


FW  Si  area  5.00am  Sarah  Kennedy 
6.15  Pause  for  Thought  7J30  Wake  Up 
to  Wogan  9.15  Pause  tor  Thought  94)0 
Ken  Bruce,  nci  as  10.00  Pick  ol  Ihe  Hits 
1UO  Jmrrry  Young  2.00pm  Debbie 
Thrower  3  JO  Ed  SlewarT  S JOS  John 
Durn  7J»  For  Belief  ol  tor  Worse  7  JO 
David  ABan  9.00  Paul  Jones  10.00 
Latino  N'jevolOJO  The  Jamesons 
12.05am  Sieve  Madden  3.00  Alex 
Lester 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


5.05am  Momng  Repons  6.00  The 
Breahlasi  Programme  BJ5  The  Maga¬ 
zine.  net  10J5  Euronews  11  JO  Gut 
Reaction  12J0  Mdday  whh  Matt,  tnci 
12J4pm  Money check  with  Katie 
Derham  1.15  Enlenanmeni  News  Z05 
Ruscoe  on  Five,  ind  at  3.15  Prime 
M nisi a's  Question  Time  045  Entertain¬ 
ment  News  4.00  John  In/adate  Nanon- 
wlde7J0  News  Extra  7J5  Cricket's 
World  CupB.05  Women  on  Tap  9.05 
SportsAmertca  10.05  News  Tail.  IIjOO 
Night  Extra  12.05am  Night  Moves  2.05 
l.ip  All  N&il 


TALK  RADIO 


WORLD  SERVICE 


All  times  In  GMT.  5.0Oam  NevLS.li/ 
5  JO  Europe  6  JO  Newsday  6.30  Europe 
7.00  News  7.15  Frenchman's  Creek 
7 JO  Network  UK  600  News  610 
Wads  ol  Failh  615  Composer  8>15 
Gxd  Books  600  News  in  German  9.15 
SportS.  45  Sports  10J0  Newsdesl- 
10  JO  BBC  English  10.45  Frenchman's 
Creek  11.00  Newsdesk  11-30  Man. 
Machine  and  Music  12.00  News 
12.05pm  World  Business  12.15  Britain 
Today  12J0  Assrgrvnenl  1.00  News- 
hour  2.00  News  2.05  >Dut)OOV  2.30 
MiAtr.ack3.00  News  n  German  3.15 
Learning  World  3  JO  Network  UK  4.00 
News  4.15  WDrid  Today  4  JO  News  in 
German  5-00  Europe  Today  5.30 
Business  Report  545  SportS.00 
Newsdesk  6  JO  News  ri  German  7.00 
News  7.01  Outlook  7.25  Words  Ot  Faith 
7 JO  John  Peel  8.00  Newshur  9.00 
News  9,05  Business  Report  9.15  Bman 
Today  9.30  Meridian  10.00  Newdesk 
10  JO  World  Today  10.45  Sport  11.00 
News  11.10  Tate  Five  11.15  Network. 
IJK  11-45  Health  Manars  Midnight 
Newsdask  IZJOam  Cxi  the  M-ave  12.45 
Brtam  Today  1.00  News  1.10  Press 
Review  1.15  S>jrvtvmg  the  20th  Ceniuiy 
1.45  Global  Concerns  2.00  Nenvsda. 
2J0  Drama-  The  Vaaflarixis  of  Poppy 
Caen>3JJ0  News  615  Sport  3J0  Failh 
4  JO  Newsdask  4  JO  Europe  Today 


CLASSIC  FM 


4.00am  Mark  Griffiths  600  Nick  Bailey 
600  Henry  Ketty  12.00  Susannah 
Smons  600pm  Lunchtime  Concerto 
3.00  Jamie  Crick  600  fewsnigtv  6  JO 
Sonata  7.00  Travel  600  Evening 
Concert  10.00  Michael  Mappn  1.00am 
Mel  Cooper 


6.00am  Sandy  Wan  7  JO  Simon  Bd%  1 

1600  Jonathan  king  12J0  Tommy  1 

Boyd  600pm  Anna  Raebwn  4.00  Scott 
Chisholm  and  Lowri  Turner  7J»  Sean 
Botger  9.00  Moz  Dee  10.00  James 
Whale  1.00-600om  Ian  Cotons 

VIRGIN  RADIO  1 

600am  Russ  n'  Jo  no  9.00  RirJ-iarrt 
Skttner  1600  Graham  Dene  4.00pm 
Nicky  Home  7J0  Paul  Co  fie  10.00 
Mart.  FoctesI  2.00-6  .OOam  Robiri  Bartz. 

RADIO  3 

6.00am  On  Air  Brahms 

(Symphony  No  1  in  C  minor). 
Carelli(Concerto  Grosso  in 
F):  Bach  (Enghsh  Suite  No  3 
in  G  mnor):  Mackenzie 
(Incidental  music. 

Conolanus):  605  J  P.  Jones 
(Al  son  de  tos  arroyuelos. 
Amores  pasados).  Bgar  (Sea 
Pictures) 

9.00  Morning  Collection  wttti 
Paul  Gambacdnl.  S=artattt 
(Sonatas  n  D:  Trevor 
Pinnock.  harpsichord');  Mozart 
(Oboe  Concerto  in  C); 
Smetana  (String  Quartet  No 
1 .  From  My  Lfle) 

1600  Musical  Encounters. 
Brahms,  orch  Dvorak 
(Hungarian  Dances.  No  21  in 
£  minor.  No  19  m  B  minor): 
Clara  Schumann  (Piano  Trio 
in  G  mnor).  Mahler  iVefofne 
Muh;  Rheuilegendchen:  Der 
Tamboursg  sell.  Des  Kroben 
Wunderhom);  10J0  Mxton 
Gould  tDerivaaons).  11.05 
Gomci.i  (Talus  tuus): 
Schumann,  ed  Mahler 
(Symphony  No  3  in  E  RaL 
Rhenehi 

1600  Composer  o *  the  Week. 

Prokofiev  (Pine  Trees;  Without 
a  Blush.  Pushkm  Songs; 
Cantata.  Alexander  Nevskyl 
1.00pm  City  of  London  Sinfonia 
under  Barry  Tuckwel  Holst 
(Brook  Green  Suite);  Goehr 
(Fugue  on  the  Notes  erf  the 
Fourth  F salmi.  Bnhen 
(Serenade  lor  lenor.  hom  and 
strings)  (r> 

600  Schools  Radio  Showcase 
605  In  the  Ne*.vs  625 
Something  to  Think  About 
2.40  Music  Workshop 
600  The  Road  to  Toledo.  The 
mmey  ol  Philip  the  Fair  fiom 
to  Toledo  i2/4) 


3.30  Ulster  Orchestra  performs 
Hindemith  (Symphonic. 
Metamorphosis  c>l  TTiemes  by 
Carl  Maria  von  Weber). 
Nielsen  (Clarinet  Concerto 
David  Campbed).  H.jlst  (A 
Somereat  Rhapsody). 
Vaughan  Williams  (Symphcttw 
No  4) 

5.00  The  Music  Machine:  Rondo 
Tommy  Pearson  considers 
musical  torrris  (4/5) 

5.15  In  Tune,  nxiudng  live 
performances  hom  the  6BC 
National  Orchestra  ol  Wales 
under  Martyn  Brat-bins  and 
the  pianist  Kathryn  Stott 
7 JO  BBC  Philharmonic  under 
Van  Pascal  Torielier.  Peter 
Maxwell  Davies  Ravel 
(Rapsodie  espagnote): 
Maxwell  Davies  (Symphony 
No  5:  Cross  Lane  Fair)- 
Beethoven  (Symphony  No  7 
in  A) 

9.10  The  Maxton  Festival.  Hu-qh 
Wallets  presents  another 
report  Irom  Madan  Market 
Garden 

9  JO  Faur9  and  the  French 
Connection  Kathryn  Slotl 
piano,  in  a  recital  broadcast 
Iasi  yeai  lo  mark  the  150th 
anrwersary  ol  Fa'jre's  birth  in 
10.45  Night  Waves  Includes 

reviews  of  Ihe  William  Morris 
exhtubon  al  the  Whitworth 
Gallery  in  Manchester,  and 
Opera  North  In  Alan  Jay 
Lemer's  musical.  Loo?  Lie 
1 1  JO-1 2J0am  The  BBC 
Orchestras  Geotlra1, 
BaskervdJe  introduces  the 
BBC  Scottish  Symphony 
Orchestra  under  Martyn 
Brabbms.  Works  by  Ravel. 
LyeC  Cresswell  an-d  Glazunov 
1.00-2.00  Night  School  Tc 
Stories  1  JO  Musi:  lor  I 
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535am  Shipping  Forecast  (LW 
only)  6.00  News  Brielng.  ind 
weather  6.10  Farming  Today 
6  J5  Prayer  for  the  Qav  6J0 
Today,  incf  630.  7.00  7.30 
6.00.  8.30  News  655  7.55 
Weather  7JS.  625  Sport 
7.45  Thought  for  the  Day 
640  Yesterday  in  Parliament 
658  Weather 

9.00  News  9.05  Face  the  Facts. 

with  John  Waite  (n 
9  JO  Rrst  Person  Plural:  Reefing 
the  Kicks.  Last  in  the  senes  of 

audio  daries  Three  single 
mothers-lo-bc  await  the  birtt. 
ol  their  babies 

10.00-10.30  News;  First  Men  In 
the  Moon  (FM  only)  The 
second  al  a  tour-part 
adaptation  bv  Joe  Dunlop  ot 
the  novel  bv  H  G  Waite  With 
James  Botam  and  Donald 
Smden 

10.00  Daily  Service  (LW  onlv) 

10.15  7hl*  SceptKd  Isle  (LW  only) 
The  story  of  Br.tam  from  ihe 
Romans  to  the  20th  century 

10  JO  Woman's  Hour,  introduced 

by  Jenm  Murray  Serial 
Mother  of  Pearl  by  Mary 
Mdrivjy  (6.121 

11  JO  From  Our  Own 

Correspondent 

12.00  News:  You  and  Yours 

12.25pm  To  Boldly  Go  Kevin  Cay 
chavs  the  second  of  iour  sci- 
fi  quezes  1655  Weather 
1.00  The  World  al  One  with  Nick 
Clarke 

1.40  The  Archers  (r)  1.55 
Shipping  Forecast 
600  News;  Strangers  on  a  Train 
See  Choice 

600  News;  The  Afternoon  Shift, 
with  Date  Brahan  Frieda 
Momson  dr  spate  some  al  the 
myths  attached  to  Irving  h  Ihe 
countjy 


4.00  News  4.05  Kaleldosco 

previews  Charwal  4  s  « 
The  Merchant  of  Verne 

4.45  Short  Story:  From 
Marrakech,  by  Cathorin 
Unslmm  Read  t-y  '3arel 
Armstron<d 

5.00  PM  5  JO  Shipping  Forec 
5-55  Weather 
600  Six  O'clock  News 

6.30  The  Airport.  Comedy  sr 
I3MJ 

7.00  News  7.05  The  Archer 
7  JO  Sons  and  Mothers  Nic 

Baker  etpkves  the  ijnea 
relationship  between  fen 
mothers  and  (heir  sons 
600  Asia  Gold  Edward  Slot 
visits  Hanoi  and  Ho  Chi 
City  to  see  hew  rhe  pot* 
beginning  lo  benefit  Iron 
economic  relonn  Last  it 
series 

8.45  Aesthete's  Foot.  The 
Scottish  humoiet  John 
McKay  reminisces  aboul 
adolescence  (3.'E) 

9.00  Does  He  Take  Sugar? 
Fre-Jenck  Dove 

9.30  Kaleidoscope  (r)  9  J9 
Weattier 

10.00  The  World  Tonight,  will 
Rohm  Lusllg 

10.45  Book  at  Bedtime:  Love 
tfie  Time  ot  Cholera,  b 
Gatned  Garcia  Marquez. 

....  ^  Robart  Rowen  il 

11J0  Thirty  Minute  Theatre: 

AmericanWlte  SeeCh 
11^0-12.00  Ad  Lib  (FM  only) 
Robert  Robinson  lalis  ;o 
rrudwives  (r) 

31-®  I0*1®*  f"  PariTament  (L 
N««.  md  1627am  We 
12J0  The  Late  Book:  The 
Drowned  World,  by 

J  G  Ballard  (4/10) 

12*48  Staffs  Forecasi  1.00 1 
World  Service 
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Maxey, 


Let  us  begin  with  a  confes¬ 
sion.  I  have  not  watched  the 
first  round  -  of  University 
Challenge  (BBCZ)  with  anything 
approaching  my  usual  dedication 
and  before  we  go  any  further  1  had 
better  explain  why.  I  cannot  an¬ 
swer  the  questions  any  more. 

Over  the  past  few  weeks,  every 
time  I  have  dipped  in  for  a  quick 
starter  for  ten.  Jeremy  F&xman  has 
asked  the .  sort  of  question  dial 
sends  me  scurrying  over  to  Des 
O'Connor  oh  TTV.  An  almost 
audible  sneer  seems  to  follow: 
“Too  tough  for  you,  huh?"  It  is. 

Now  this  would  be  a  shaming 
enough  admission  for  any  gradu¬ 
ate  but  it  is  doubly  so  for  a 
television  critic.  For  when  Univer¬ 
sity  Challenge  returned  last  year, 
sans  Bamber  and  avec  Jeremy,  my 
how  we  all  scoffed.  Easy,  peasy. 
lemon  squeezy  we  all  said.  They 
don't  make  questions  like  they 
used  to,  we  all  said.  And  my  wasn't 
ft  pitiful,  we  all  said,  how  those 


of  the  academically  challenged 


eager  little  undergraduate  eyes  lit 
up  every  time  a  question  on  pop 
music  came  along?  - 

Last  night  it  was  my  once  eager, 
once  undergraduate  .eyes  that, 
wailed  in  vain  for  a  nice  question 
about  the  Sex  Pistols  or  Spandau 
Ballet  lt  never  came— the  flame  of 
academia,  that,  had- once  burnt  so 
brightly  (well,  I  always  thought 
so),  flickered  and  went  out. 

Paxman  was  .merciless.  “The 
play  by  Aeschylus  entitled  Seven 
Against  Thebes  is  based  on  the 
story  of  which  tragic  hero?"  Er . . . 
“Which  aluminium  oxide  has  the 
gem  stone  varieties  sapphire  and 
ruj?y.  while  ijs  mixture  with  iron 
oxide  arid  spind  sue  called  emery? 
Um . . .  “Which  king  was  buried  in 
Worcester  Cathedral  after  dying  of 
dysentery?"  I  knew  it.  I  knew 
it.  ..I  didn't.  “Which  book  of  the 
Bible  ,  follows  Jeremiah  and  is  an 
account  of  that  prophet's  com¬ 
plaint  that  God  had  rejected  him 
and  his  people?”  Lamentable,  1 


thought  —  apparently  out  loud. 

“Ml  accept  that,"  said  Paxman. 

There  were  other  rare  moments 
of  encouragement  as  Middlesex 
University  took  on  Sclwyn  College, 
Cambridge.  “What  does  the  sym¬ 
bol  PH  stand  for  on  an  Ordnance 
Survey  map?"  Now  I  definitely 
knew  that.  The  woman  reading 
English  at  Sehvyn,  who  earlier 
had  impressively  known  that 
Drambuie  was  Gaelic  for  “pleas¬ 
ing  drink",  seemed  confident  too. 
She  pressed  her  buzzer:  "Phone?" 
Rather  meanly,  I  cheered.  . 

The  result  of  this  onerous  first 
round  is  ah  egalitarian  field 
that  would  gladden  the 
heart  of  even  Harriet  Harman  — 
two  colleges  each  from  Oxford  and 
Cambridge,  three  "new  universi¬ 
ties"  (aka  former  polytechnics)  and 
five  other  well-known  establish¬ 
ments  of  assorted  antiquity  and 
brick  colour.  Middlesex  against 
Selwyn  was  new  against  old  and 


Matthew 

Bond 


produced  a  thrilling  contest  that 
went  right  down  to  the  gang  —  and 
just  past  it. 

Jf  fell  to  the  woman  reading 
herbal  medicine  at  Middlesex, 
who  earlier  had  beaten  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  biochemist  to  “cholesterol”, 
to  press  the  final  buzzer.  With  the 
scores  level,  Paxman  moved  to  the 
sudden  death  tie-break.  “1.732  is  to 
3  decimal  points..."  Buzz.  "E." 
shouted  the  herbalist. 


Students  never  change.  I 
thought ...  before,  in  a  dazzling 
moment  of  mathematical  deja  vu,  I 
realised  she  meant  "e".  Nothing  to 
do  with  drugs,  everything  to  do 
with  natural  logarithms  —  how 
clever.  “Wrong."  said  Paxman, 
deducting  Five  point  for  an  incor¬ 
rect  interruption  and  handing  the 
game  to  Selwyn.  And  so  it  was. 
that  for  the  square  root  of  three  the 
battle  was  lost  If  I  ever  start 
getting  the  answers  right  again.  I 
could  grow  to  like  this'game. 

The  workings  of  die  brain  play  a 
key  role  in  Hetty  Wainthropp 
Investigates  (BBCI)  and  it  is 
driving  me  mad.  The  cod  brass 
band  music  1  can  take,  the  over¬ 
acting  I  might  be  able  to  accept 
but  Hetty  Wainthropp  and  her 
"little  grey  cells"  —  no  way. 
Borrowing  one  fictional  detective's 
caichphra.se  to  raise  the  supposed 
credibility  of  another,  and  an 
infinitely  inferior  one  to  boot . . . 
well,  it's  very  annoying. 


Technically  this  is  an  accom¬ 
plished  and  good-looking  produc¬ 
tion.  Last  night's  episode,  for 
instance,  began  with  Robert 
Trortson  stylishly  setting  the  scene 
for  what  looked  a  promising  tale  of 
witchcraft  and  skulduggery.  Bui 
you  don't  get  sacrificial  virgins  or 
naked  cavorting  in  Hetty 
Wainthropp,  oh  no.  You  get 
handbagged. 

You  get  handbagged  by  the 
enormous  performance  dial 
Patricia  Rout) edge  gives  in 
the  title  role.  It  may  have  succeed¬ 
ed  in  consigning  Hyacinth  Bucket 
to  history  but  it  leaves  the  support¬ 
ing  cast  with  a  bleak  choice:  over¬ 
act  or  disappear.  Understandably, 
most  choose  the  former,  turning 
each  episode  into  a  succession  of 
music-hall  turns  that  makes  me 
long  for  the  delicate  touch  of  the 
equally  implausible  but  far  more 
enjoyable  Pie  in  the  Sky. 

Hetty  Wainthropp,’  who  dis¬ 


penses  platitudes  and  homilies 
with  cueless  abandon,  doesn't 
hold  with  despair.  “Not  for  young 
or  old."  Well,  maybe  not,  but  after 
four  episodes  I'm  coming  close. 

1  began  with  a  confession,  so  let 
me  finish  with  some  advice.  Just 
watch  the  first  20  minutes  of 
Hollywood  Men  (TTV)  and  then 
switch  over.  For,  after  two  epi¬ 
sodes,  a  pattern  has  emerged  —  the 
first  20  minutes  are  meticulously 
assembled,  highly  entertaining, 
highly  undemanding  television  — 
fabulous.  Then  something  hap¬ 
pens  —  the  pace  slows,  the  stars 
fade... and  suddenly  you  find 
yourself  considering,  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  week  running,  mutilations  of 
the  male  organ.  Last  week  it  was 
penis  enlargement,  this  week  H 
was  penis -ectomy  and  John  Wayne 
Bobbitt,  now  carving  out  a  new 
career  as  a  pom  star,  life  is  too 
short  —  but  I  expect  some  Beverly 
Hills  plastic  surgeon  is  working  on 
that.  too. 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (14019) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (29635632) 
S.IOKOroy  (s)  (2771293) 

10.00  News  (Ceefax),  .  regional  news  and 
weather  (6424089)  10.05  Cant  Cook, 
Wont  Cook,  (s)  (6918380) 

10.30  Good  Morning  (e)  (11854)  .  . 

12.00  News  (Ceefax)  (6054361} 

12.05pm  Pebble  MQI  Special  about  the  show 
A  Little  Night  Music  (9292767)  12£0 
Regional  News  (13997922) 

1.00  One  O'clock  News  (Ceefax)  ■  and 
weather  (48477) 

1.30  Neighbours  (Ceefax)  (s)  (64066748) 
130  The  Flying  -  Doctors  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(1124922)  2 35  This  is  Your  Life  (r). 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (4210125)  3.05 

Timekeepers  (b)  (5426477) 

330  The  New  Yogi  Bear  Show  (r)  (7272800) 
335  The  Morph  FUas  (a)  (2764564) 
330  Peter  Pan  and  the  Pirates  (r) 
(Ceetax)  (s)  (1733212)  4.10  Highlander 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (381 1 075}  435  The  Really 
Wild  Show  (Ceefax)  (s)  (9780477) 

5.00  Newsround  (Ceefax)  (4155899) 

5,10  Grange  Hill  (Ceefax)  (s)  (7399090) 

535  Neighbours  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (344583) 
NJ^  535  Inside  Ulster 
6.00  News  (Ceefax)  and  vuaather  (941) 

630  Regional  News  Magazines  (293)  N.L: 

630  Neighbours  637  Inside  Ulster  News 
7.00  Top  of  the  Pops  (Ceefax)  (s)  (9516) 

730  EastEndera.  Pauline  takes  on  the 
council,  and  Roy  arranges  to  meet 
Frank  (Ceetax)  (s)  (477) 

8.00  The  Vet!  Out  of  the  Past  Drama  series 
about  a  Devon  veterinary  practice.  Wfth 
Suzanne  Burden  and  Richard  Hawley 
(Ceefax)  (s)  @64354) 

830  Animal  Hospital  Heroes.  RoB  Harris 
remembers  some  of  the  heart-warning 
stories  from  past  visits  to  the  Harmsworth 
Hospital  n  London  (Ceefax)  (s)  (701380)  - 
9.00  Nino  o'clock  News  (Ceefax),  regional 
news  and  weather  (9361) 

930  French  and  ’  Saunders.  Comedy 
sketches  (Ceefax)  (a)  (46922) 

10.00  Crtmewatch  IK.  Presented  by  Nick 
Ross  and  Jill  Dando  (Ceefax)  (s)  (716106) 
10^45  Question  Time.  With  MPs  Virginia 
Bottomley,  Simon  Hughes  and  Clare 
Short  and  Judge  Stephen  Tumim. 
(Ceefax)  (536651)  N.L-  1045  Spotfight 

11.15  Question  Time  12.15am 
Cnmewatch  Update  1235  Hunger  for 
Faith  12.45  FILM:  Cop  for  the  Ki Eng  2.15 
Weather  WALES:  10.45  The  Slate 
(576019)  11.15  Question  Time  (533564) 
12.15am  Cnmewatch  Update  (5744133) 
1235  Hunger  I or  Faith  (2770292)  12.45 
Bowls  (9962581)  135  News(4234846) 

1 1 A5  Crimewatch  UK  Update  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(744019) 

11.55  Hunger  for  Faffli.  The  writer  Rana 
Kabbeni  discovers  the  heart  and  soul  of 
British  Islam  (1/4)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (497699) 

12.15  FILM:  Sound  of  Love  (1978)  with  John 
Jarrett  and  Celia  de  Burgh.  A  drifter  and  a 
motor  mechanic  are  drawn  together  by 
their  experiences  in  a  clinic  tor  the  deaf. 
Directed  by  John  Power  (7173317) 

135  Weather  (2802862) 


630am  Business- and  Work  (96831) 

7.00  Breakfast  News.  (Ceefax)  (6015767) 

7.15  Lassie  (rj  -  (3139545)  7.40  Teenage 
Mutant  Hero  Turtles  (r)  (71 13800)  8.05 
Blue  Peter >{r).  (Ceefax)  (s)  (5246816) 
835 The  Record  (s)  (9420651)  9.00  For  the 
Love  of  H  (6370361) 

9.05  Daytime  on  Two:  Science  (4020816) 
930  Lamexpress  (3174748)  9x15  Over 
the  .Moon.  (3162903)  10.00  Ptaydays 
(6917651)  1035  Stocytlme  (7175835) 
10.45  Science  Zone  (4123212)  1135 
Space  Ark  (9246019)  11.15  Sex 
Education  (3976598)  1135  Landmarks 
-  (2440038)'  12.00  Christianity  (3942854) 

12.15  Clementine  (4355090)  1230pm 
working  lunch  (51800)  1.00  Ljfeschool 
(32796458)  135  Technology  (28822309) 
1.40  Numbertime  (64071670) 

2.00  Tates  of  the  Tooth  Fairies  (r) 
(61257212)  235  Puppydog  Talas  (r) 
(61256583) 

2.10  The  Andrew  Nell  Show  (s)  (5380800). 
WALES;  2.10-3.00  Bowls  (5380600) 
430-6.00  Bowls  (7545)  *  . 

3.00  News  (Ceefax)  Westminster  (7183564) 
X55  News  (Ceefax)  (5149187) 

4.00  Today's  the  Day  (s)  (106}  430  Ready, 
Steady,  Cook  (s)  (390)  5.00  The  Oprah 
Winfrey  Show,  (a)  (7731564) 

5.40  StiB  in  Business.  (140854). 

535  My  Village  (728629)  ' 

6.00  Star  Trek:  Deep' Space  Nine.  (Ceefax) 

'  -  (a)  (786922)  6.45  They  Who  Dare  (s) 
(389477) 

7.00  Waiting  for  God.  Retirement  home 
comedy  (r).  (Ceefax)  (s)  (8038)  WALES: 
7.00  Pound  for  Pound 

730  RrstSIg^t  Back  to  Plague  Us.  How  the 
health  authorities  in  New  York  have 
managed  to  curb  a  large  tuberculosis 
epidemic  (449).  NORTHERN  IRELAND: 
730 Now  You're  Talking  735  Our  Roving 
Reporter  WALES:  730  Whatever 
.  Happened  to  the  Likely  Lads?  EAST: 
730  Maher  of  Fact;  MIDLANDS:  730 
Midlands  Report  NORTH,  NORTH 
EAST,  NORTH  WEST:  730  Close  Up 
North;  SOUTH:  730  Southern  Eye: 
SOUTH  WEST,  WEST:  730  Close  Up 


Banking  on  Lord  Spens  (8.00pm) 

830  My  Brilliant  Career.  The  banker  Lord 
Spens  talks  about  his  career  and  hts  fight 
to  dear  his  name  in  the  Guinness  affair 
(Ceefax)  (s)  1445B) 

830 Jeremy  Clarkson’s  Motorworld. 

Australia  (Ceefax)  (s)  (6293) 

9-00  WfthRjgg  Traces  of  Guilt:  Dead 
H  Witness!  Ceefax)  (a)  (846090) 
930  Potted  Htatories(Ceefax)  (s)  (399600) 
10.00  Game  On.  Comedy  (r).  (Ceefax)  (59318) 
1030  Newsnlght  (Ceefax)  (41 6212) 

11.15  European  Figure  Skating  Champion¬ 
ships  (382583)  1135  Weather 
12.00  The  Midnight  Hour  (s)  (43442) 
T230atn-6.p0  The  Learning  Zone 


Survival:  Stone  Runner 
I1V.  730pm 

Since  the  stone  curlew  chooses  to  nest  in 
open  country,  exposed  to  danger  from  both 
man  and  fellow  beasts,  its  decline  is  not 
surprising.  In  the  1930s  there  were  some 
1,000 pairs  nesting  in  Britain.  Now  i here  are 
barely  150.  The  good  news  is  that  the  decline 
has  been  arrested  and  even  slightly  reversed. 
Nobody  has  done  more  to  ensure  the  breed's 
survival  than  Chris  Knights,  who  is  both  a 
fanner,  with  2.000  acres  in  Norfolk,  and  a 
distinguished  wildlife  cameraman.  As  a 
-farmer  he  makes  sure  than  any  stone 
curlews  on  his  land  are  protected  as  far  as 
can  be  from  tractors,  faxes  and  sheep.  As  a 
film-maker  he  records  the  curlew’s  annual 
arrival  in  Britain  from  warmer  dimes,  the 
cycle  of  mating  and  breeding  and  the 
autumn  departure.  His  footage  provides  an 
engaging  record  of  a  rare  species. 

Traces  of  GnQfc  Dead  Witness 
BBC2. 9.00pm 

The  forensic  science  series  moves  to 
Guatemala,  where  the  challenge  for  the 
experts  is  to  uncover  the  truth  about  killings 
which  .took  place  12  years  before.  Tne 
location  is  a  small  hillside  village  where 
more  titan  100  people  lie  in  mass  graves.  The 
official  version  is  that  they  were  victims  of 
the  civil  war  between  the  military 
Government  and  left-wing  guerrillas. 
Surviving  villagers  allege -genocide.  Bones 
and  bullets  are  all  the  team  nave  to  go  on.  as 
the  project-  takes  on  the  character  of  an 
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people  dial  and  bullets  are  a  clue  to  the  guns 
which  fired  them.  Dr  Clyde  Snow,  who  leads 
the  team,  says  that  history  is  usually  written 
by  the  victors.  Here  it  is  written  by  science, 
though  the  conclusions  are  nor  welcome  to 
the  current  regime. 

Thief.Takers 
/TV.  9.00pm 

Television's  newest  police  series  has  strong 
echoes  of  an  old  one  and  not  just  because 


than  20  years  ago  on  the  pilot  for  The 
.Sweeney.  Where  The  Sweeney  was  a  John 
Thaw- Dermis  Waterman  double  act.  Thief 
Takers  has  an  ensemble  cast  but  otherwise 
the.  similarities  are  more  striking  than  the 
differences.  Both  shows  feature  Scotland 
Yard’s  Flying  Squad,  a  rough  and  cynical 
bunch  whose  behaviour  is  often  little  better 
than  that  of  the  villains  they  are  chasing. 
Both  shows,  too.  feature  sex  and  violence. 
The  opening  plot  links  a  prison  escape,  a 
security  van  hijack  and  a  detective  who  is 
having  an  affair  with  a  villain's  wife.  It  has 
most  of  the  The  Sweeney  ingredients  except 
one:  a  sense  of  humour. 

NYPD  Blue 
Channel  4, 10. OOpm 

The  much-praised  New  York  cop  show 
returns  for  its  third  season,  though  for  any 
British  viewer  new  to  the  series  there  must  be 
two  warnings.  One  is  to  listen  carefully  to  the 
dialogue,  for  it  is  not  only  economical  but  the 
words  which  do  reach  the  screen  are  thrown 
away  so  quickly  that  it  is  easy  to  miss  them. 
The  second  word  of  caution  is  that  the 
dizzying  camera  pans,  which  the  show 
seemingly  cannot  resist,  are  not  restful  on 
the  eyes.  Otherwise  the  series  can  be 
recommended  to  those  who  like  their 
fictional  detectives  to  be  tough  but  Rawed,  do 
not  flinch  at  the  odd  shooting  or  assault  and 
welcome  the  authenticity  which  comes  from 
taking  the  cameras  out  of  the  studio  and  into 
real  places.  As  usual  the  episode  features  a 
raft  of  overlapping  stories  in  which  [he  cops' 
private  lives  feature  almost  as  strongly  as 
their  professional  ones.  Peter  Waymark 


6.00am  GMTV  (2575564) 

935  Win,  Lose  or  Draw  (s)  (4028458) 

9J55  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (6821800) 
1030  The  Time ...  the  Place  (1775496) 
1035  This  Morning (5791 61 06) 

1230pm  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (6050545) 
1230  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  (6364767) 
1235  Shortiand  Street  (s)  (9333361) 

130  Coronation  Street  (r)  (Teletext) 
(32792632) 

130  Home  and  Away  (Teletext)  (76822632) 
230  Chain  Letters.  Word  game  (Teletext)  (s) 
(18767651) 

230  Vanessa  (Teletext)  (4201477) 

330 News  (Teletext)  (2946651) 

335  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (2945922) 
330 The  Rfddtera  (2776309)  340  Wfeadora 
(r)  (s)  (7350632)  335  Rupert  (3779629) 
430  MBce  and  Angelo  (s)  (9116467) 
445  Reboot  11  (Teletext)  (s)  (9771729) 

5.10  A  Country  Practice.  Medical  drama  set 
in  the  Australian  outback  (s)  (6824632) 
540  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  (860106) 
6.00  Home  and  Away  Selina  accuses 
Damian  of  being  cynical  and  selfish  and 
Shannon  discovers  why  Fisher  wants  to 
transfer  betow^average  students  (r) 
(Teletext)  (237800) 

635  HTV  News  (137380) 

7.00  Emmerdale.  Terry  and  Viv  tnp  the  light 
fantastic  (Teletext)  (5564) 

730  tjYtrgfajff)  Survival:  Stone  Runner. 
rafffPPij  Savinq  the  slone  curlew 
(Teletext)  (s)  (545) 

830  The  BID:  Worst  Fears.  While  Deaton 
Investigates  the  kidnapping  of  a  five-year- 
old  bay,  Conway  gets  some  unsettling 
news  (Teletext)  (4212) 

8.30  Blues  and  Twos:  Taking  Bricks.  A 

police  inspector  is  shown  trying  to 
combat  the  high  drug-related  crime  rate 
plaguing  Chape  (town  in  West  Yorkshire 
(Teletext)  (s)  (4449) 


As  HTV  WEST  except 
635pm-7.oo  Wales  Tonight  (575903) 
730-8.00  Swansea  Festival  (545) 


The  Flying  Squad  is  back  (9.00pm) 

9.00  ['flj&tejjfel  Thief  Takers:  No  One  Likes 
EggftH  to  See  That(Tetetext)  (9800) 
10.00  News  at  Ten  and  weather  (Teletext) 
(24212)  1030  Regional  News  (Teletext) 
(600816) 

1040  FILM:  Extreme  Prejudice  (1987). 
Drugs -bus  ting  thriller  with  an  excess  of 
violence,  starring  Nick  Notte,  Powers 
Boothe  and  Michael  Ironside.  Directed  by 
Walter  Hflf  (Teletext)  (s)  (645 94187) 
1240  Not  Fade  Away:  John  Altman.  His 
music  video  choice  (s)  (4735012) 

140  Shift  (4309152) 

240  The  Crime  Hour  (r)  (7095862) 

335  Late  Night  Romantics  (r)  (s)  (1306201) 
430  The  Time ...  the  Place  (r)  (s)  (7B713) 
5.00  The  New  Mr  &  Mrs  Show  (r)  (20688) 
530  Morning  News  (48 997) 


As  HTV  West  except: 

1235-1230  My  Story  (6068564) 

1235  Chain  Letters  (6349458) 

135  Emmerdale  (32791903) 

135-235  Home  and  Away  (76821903) 
235  Vanessa  (18766922) 

235-330  A  Country  Practice  (1435699) 
5.10-540  Home  and  Away  (6824632) 
6.00-7.00  Westeountry  Live  (36545) 


As  HTV  West  except: 

12.55  Home  and  Away  (6349458) 

135  Chain  Letters  (32791903) 

135  A  Country  Practice  (64054903) 

230  Vanessa  (18767651) 

2.50-330  High  Road  (4201477) 

5.10-540  Shortiand  Street  (6824632) 
635-7.00  Central  News  and  Weather 
(575903) 

1240am  Live  from  the  Lily  drome  (6440607) 
235  Shift  (7115997) 

330  The  Crime  Hour  with  John  StaScer  and 
Mary  Nightingale  (1307930) 

435  Jobflnder  (5506065) 

530  Asian  Eye  (3407404) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235pm-135  Chain  Letters  (6349458) 

135  Home  and  Away  (32791903) 

230  Vanessa  (18767651) 

230-330  Behind  the  Scenes  with 
Penelope  Keith  (4201477) 

5.10  Home  and  Away  (6824632) 

6.00  Meridian  Tonight  (309) 

630-7.00  Getaways  (361) 

5.00am  Freescreen  (20688) 


Starts:  7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (58800) 
•  9.00  Fifteen  to  One  (43201) 

930  Schools  ‘ 

12.00  House  to  House  (21 125) 
1230pm  Hullaballoo  (59496) 

I. 00  Slot  Meithrin  (31187) 

130  Hbn:  Bifly  the  Kid  (13686458) 

3.15  Rlcki  Lake  (5549767) 

4.00  Backdate  (274) 

430  Travelog  (458) 

5.00  5  Pump  Lined  5  (6670) 

5.30  Countdown  (598) 

630  Newyddlon  6/  News  (799670) 

6.15  Heno  (224767) 

730  Pobol  Y  Cwm  (628038) 

735  Pwy  Dt  Pwy?  (886841) 

830  Y  Fereh  Drws  Nesa  (2854) 

830  Newyddlon/  News  (1361) 

930  Or  Galon  (2899) 

9.00  Caru  Ar  YTeH  (2699) 

930  Mewn  Deg  (39632) 

1030  Ftiab  (183854) 

1035  Gin  At  Gam  (418361) 

II. 00  Tra  Bo  Dau  (4816) 

11.30  A  Oes  Carted?  (13293) 

12.00am  Dispatches  (2858317) 

S 


635am  Think  Tank  with  Mickey  Hutton  (r) 
(Teletext)  (s)  (5655729) 

730  The  Bfg  Breakfast  (58800) 

930  Fifteen  to  One  (r)  (Teletext)  (s)  (43201) 
930  Schools:  Middle  English  (3169816)  935 
Place  and  People  (1501767)  10.05 
Scientific  Eye  ( 1325125 )  1035 

Geographical  Eye  Over  Britain  (7160903) 
1(L45  Quest  (1790729)  11.00  History  in 
Action:  Hypotheticais  (7994191)  1130  Ri 
Ra  (8470729)  11.40  The  German 
Programme  (5180212) 

1230  House  to  House  (21125) 

12.30pm  Sesame  Street  with  Carol  Charming. 
Kevin  Kline  and  Phoebe  Cates  (33651) 
130  Hullaballoo  (r)  (s)  (58767) 

230  Sears  mid  Clowns  (86403583) 

2.10  FILM:  The  Easy  Way  (1952.  b/w) 
starting  Cary  Grant  and  Betsy  Drake  as  a 
couple  with  three  children  ol  their  own 
who  become  foster  parents  to  two  other 
youngsters.  Directed  by  Norman  Taurog 
(289980) 

4.00  Backdate.  (Teletext)  (s)  (274) 

430  Countdown.  (Teletext)  (s)  (458) 

5.00  RfekJ  Lake:  You  Got  the  Job  Because 
You  Are  Black  (Teletext)  (s)  (7989854) 
S.457errytoons  (134293) 

6.00  Home  Improvement  Dollars  and 
Sense.  American  comedy  series. 
(Teletext)  (s)  (651) 

630  Movlewatch  (r)  (s)  (903) 

730  Channel  4  News  and  weather  (Teletext) 
(977632)  730  The  Slot  (855800) 

8.00  7he  Pulse.  Shahnaz  Pakravan  reports 
an  irritable  bowel  syndrome.  (Teletext) 
(s)  12854) 

830  A  Taste  of  the  Caribbean:  Curasao. 
Donnda  Hafner  visits  the  former  Dutch 
colony.  (Teletext)  (s)  (1361) 

930  In  Advance  of  the  Landing.  A  journey 
into  the  bizarre  world  ol  starships,  space 
saviours  and  new  branches  of  pseudo¬ 
science  in  America,  meeting  outer  space 
devotees  preparing  tor  the  arrival  of 
aliens  (r)  (Teletext)  (s)  (3670) 


Dennis  Franz  investigates  (1030pm) 

IQ-OOISa&fa  NYPD  Blue:  ER  (Teletext)  (s) 
(449922) 

1035  Whose  Line  Is  tt  Anyway?  (r).  (Tele! ext) 
(s)  (434309) 

1 1 35  Just  for  Laughs  (368903) 

12.05am  Dispatches  (r)  (2847317) 

135  Rebeflkm  of  the  Hanged.  Set  to  Mexico 
In  1900,  this  to  the  story  of  a  drunk  who 
gambled  his  way  through  a  fortune.  In 
Spanish  with  English  subtitles  (r) 
(4408046) 

3.00  FILM:  Backlash  (1986)  starring  David 
Argue  as  a  racist  policeman  who,  with 
probationer  constable  Gia  Carides,  is 
assigned  to  take  a  young  Aboriginal  Irom 
Sydney  to  the  small  outback  town  where 
she  is  to  stand  trial  lor  murder.  Directed 
by  Bill  Bennett  (163997).  Ends  at  4 35 


SATELLITE 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Vision  sup¬ 
plement  published  Saturday 
SKY  ONE _ _ 

7.00am  tie  DJ  Ka!  Shav  (94485)  930 
P»m  Your  Lick.  930  Court  TV 

'.617671  930  The  Oprah  WWrsy  Sew 
M29Z2)  1030  Camtumliw  'SG£Sfj  11.00 
Saay  Jrtty  Rap-ae’  33477)  1200  Jeopar- 
«V  {TOOQ  1230pm  Murphy  Browi 
179274!  130  The  Wa»tt  k7472S  230 
Seta*  {45B161 3J»  Coal  Tv  (7903)  330 
tup  Oprah  IttYrey  9w  2301019)  4.15 
;45872»fl  530  Kar  Trek:  The  Nad 
Gena  atop  16553'  630  The  Simpsons 
1327*1  630  <3354)  730  LAP0 

■6212)  730 WA-5-H  f933S>  830  VaBey  ct 
the  Ancesiora  -37212)  930  The  Commah 
■24749)  tow  Eta:  Tiefc  The  Was  Genera¬ 
tor.  r?783S)  1130  la*  and  Onto  JMBttJ) 
1230  Uto  She*  sclt!  Dead  Leftsmari 
'6806423!  1239m  The '  Urtf&ttfabtco 
:613Q625f  1 30  SBS  ^70811  23O6L00  Hit 

Mr«l0ng?av 

SKY  NEWS  _ 

teas  sr.2»*3jr. 

630am  Surrae  1 067-196}  1030  ABC 
NfcWi*  SS293)  ttJOO  World  News  and 
Sum-css.  $831$)  130pm  CSS  News  T has 
(76167*  230  Parfiament  Lire 
16*37)  330  Parfigncnf  L<ve  (1633  430 
World  Non  are!  {81545}  530 

U»fl!F«  3-35)  630  Toeeghl  .*81  Mot 
Swrton  (143*  830  WartftMde  Report  . 
G 339,  ftJOC  VftfB  News  and  chisswas 
<150%)  1130  CSS  Sraning  News  (£4941) 
1230am  ABC  Wrtf  News  Tcn-^n  (32662) 
130  Torngrt*  «rfr>  as am  Baud  on  Rente* 
B5E261  230  Ncaisnakdf  <363361  330 
Ptertarort  R-jpjy  (77538,  430  CSS 
H-xnnj-  News  .'59713/  530-630  A9C 
Watt  Ntw  Tcn&d  . 

SKYMOWES  _ ■  ■ 

500am  Marfan*  X  (1837)  ,373191  830 
(1934)  63456#  1030  Sanwcal 
0*0*  (1993)  :73a®?  5230  The  Spy 
■**»  My  Fact  {IMS)  (MOIST-  230pm 
tamy  (1979)  (ISIST,  4.00  Attack  on  the 
bre  Oaml  (1K8)  .7157)  KM  Samurai 
CotttegrfWW)  i37330534)  7.40  US  Top 
Ta«i;792gp.'  830  Waakamt  at  BamWaS 
3«s:..  930  The  Mtm  Brief 

r»H)  739ESS351  lUDDattBi  VHsb  V— 
™  ef  Daaah  (1993)  (329616) 


1.25am  BeneS  ol  the  Dote*  (1983) 
1910626)  330-530  Secret  Ceremony 
(1960)  (099693(7) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD _ 

430pm'  Captain  Stood  (193S)  (9729) 
630 Lte’aUekeLflM  (I960)  {81403)830 
The  Hoetage  Tower  (150361 10.00 

Project  X  (1987)  (897816/  1135  Some¬ 
time*  a  Great  Holton  (1*71)  [387309) 
130035am  Tha  MBky  Way  (1968) 
(972591) 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 

630am  The  Ocbh*  Boy  (1058)  [88361) 
830  YosTa  Great  Escape  (1987)  (67U38J 
1030  Alexander  the  Great  (1956) 
TO35EB3)  12.15pm  The  Denver  and  RJo 
Grande  (1052)  (46B545)  2.00  The  Vasa- 
bond  King  (1956)  (167231  430  Yogf* 
Grate  Escape  (1987)  (5723)  630  Major¬ 
ity  Rut*  (1992)  (29293/  030  Thera  Are 
No  Children  Here  (1993)  (522921  9130 
The  Bfloste  Show  182749)  1030  Scanner 
Cop  (1993)  (416090)  1130  Confessions 
of  aWladow  Cleaner  (1974)  (129534) 
1.15am  Scam  (1992)  ('.112631  330 
Without  Warning:  Tenor  In  the  Towers 
(1993)  (427607)  440630  EOg  Wheals 
and  Safer  (1970)  (1401363 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

’•  Sky  Movies  Gold  Item  10pm  to  4am. 
630am  UomreSIa  Tree  (3!733iA5j  630 
Fraggtc  Rack  (44321570)  730  VCnae  tfte 
Pooh  (74377057)  730  Deletes 

(99727354|  830  Chp  W  Date  (455499031 
830  Adventures  tn  Wander  tend  (49548274) 
930  Wak  Disney  Pi  wonts  (31709456) 
1030  Under  ire  Un*ro8a  Tree  (90626362) 
1030  Prague  - Rock  (495680381  1130 
Muppa  Batics 'P99275C2)  1130  Pooh 
Comer  (S9B28651)  1230  Quack  teaHr. 
(495420901  1230pm  Sumtoo'E  Carats 
eceaSBBZ  130  Wnadettard  /7H3?753£» 
130  The  Smbad  Shoe  {21396407,  230 
TnoTgtctears  120537361)  230  PaeneTate 
Theatre  (184866701  330  nratie  Tib  Patel 
(14636570)  430  Quad,  Aback  @381467;. 
430  DucMdes  (33086631)  530  Of?  'n 
Date  (20951941,  530  Denger  Boy 
(15086011)  830  Txzan  >18235534)  530 
Orasarss  (24531926)  730  FILM-  Ffth 
Avenue  GH  (672C23801  830  Zona 
(20K36632)  930-1030 Errerfssrenefl,  Spe. 
cal-  Hftftaock  (20835125) 

EUROSPORT 


Eurosfei  (24%1)  930  Snowtoardteg 
(61380)  1030  Tennis  [9130293)  430pm 
Rowe  Stamrfl  (2203361)  930  Tennis 
(71670)  1 0.00- 1230am  Focubal  (536019) 

SKY  SPORTS  _ 

730am  Sty  Spcrts  Centre  (38038)  730 

Racing  Naas  (17545)  830  Snoetward  Tour 

[49670}  UO  Rugby  (48341)  930  Aerobes 
Or  Style  (392931  930  FurboJ  MunbaJ 
(78212)  1030  Ford  Scorpus  Go8  LEA 
163748)  1230  Aerobes  Cc  Style  (267291 
1230pm  Boob  'n'  All  (75689)  230  Grass- 
Roots  Rugby  (43B1|  330  European  Mss- . 
(era  Poo*  (380187)  630  Sports  Centro 
(5090)  530  Rugby  Lteaan  (9670)  7.00  Tigta 
Lines  I83B380)  735  Sports  Centre  ( 1 2565 1 ) 
830  lee  Wanton;-  Cards  Devils  v  Durham 
Wasps  (77854)  10.00  Sports  Centra 
1274581  1030  tig hi  Lines  (06380)  1130 
Notbusters  (632741  1230am  Ice  Warriors 
(30794)  230-3.  OD  Spens  Centra  (44862) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 _ 

7.00am  The  Rugby  Cteb  (4729729)  830 
Netbu-LWS  (4748477)  930  Ford  Scorpio 
Go#  USA  Uve  (47415641  11 30-1 30am 
Go#  (8010496) 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CHANNEL 

430am  Liwig  WWtd  530  Kenneth  Cope- 
tam)  530  Kids  TV  5.45  Christian  Erttetatn- 
mem  6.15  Cohn  Dye  B. 45-7.00  Mustt 

SKY  SOAP  _ 

730am  GuKttefl  Ltgrt  (7134564)  735  As 
the  World  Turns  (9889583)  830  Peyton 
Place  [4217629)  930  Days  ol  Our  Lives 
10.10-1130  AncBhte  Wald  19228093) 

SKY  TRAVEL  _ 

1130am  Globeti  oner  (4354564)  1130 
Roads  to  Fiwdon  (43552931  1230  Dts- 
ewer  Your  World  (7207962)  1230pm 
FrudEB  Gourmet  Cooks  safari  [5705633 
130  Around  Bie  World  [73379411  130 
Travel  Guide  (5704903)  230  Skr  Special 
(34014211  330  Geiaway  (88GK64).330- 
430  tods  Down  Under  (59B0941) 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

430pm  The  Gieoi  DafS  at  Our  Ccmary- 
The  Spenisn  wa  (4345B1G)  530  ms 
Changing  Face  ot  Bream  (3850616)  «.oo- 
730  Bttgrapty  Nostradamus  (5713651) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 


Stewart  Granger  is  |ust  dandy  in  Bern  Brummel  (TNT,  7.00 pm) 


730em  Figure  SKaung  (77545)  930  130am  Swamp  TVwig  18375210)  130  Ray 


Bradbury  Theatre  (89W04)  23CM30  The 
Day  Mars  invaded  Earth  (5404510) 


9.00am  The  Joy  ol  Pamwg  16349212/ 930 
Grew  wtth  Joe  (77P6564J  1030  Two's 
Courdry  (71968351  1030  Our  Hwrse 
(6345496)  11-00  The  Psomed  House 

[5729477)  1130  Running  Rcpatrs 

15720106)  1230  Jufa  Qt  la  I633C748) 
1230pm  The  Frugal  Gotemat  i7790380t 
130  Yan  Can  Cook  (8862632)  130  On  the 
Edge  f7799651l  230  Dops  with  DuntXtf 
(2223019)  2.30  Secrel  Gardens  (1S93563) 
330  Two's  Country  (2235354)  330430 
'  ThsCHd  House  (14926001 

UK  GOLD _ 

735am  Angels  12427390)  730  Neflhhours 
(8084854)  8-00  Sons  and  Daughters 
(63350191 830  Ees&xtas  |S32TO90|  900 
The  Bin  (6341670)  930  The  SuU>wuns 
(77389221  10-00  All  Crcaluras  Great  and 
Smalt  18600036}  1130  Juli«  Sra.-e 
[8860274)  12.00  Sera  arw  DaugWOT 
(6338106)  1Z30pm  Ne^noorrs  (77C9CG6I 
130  EassCndeis  f8864D90r  130  The  &U 
(7708309)  230  The  SuUnrams.  ;E195C835l 
rw  Arc  You  Ben-3  Served"* 1 II.  (2  '•  79v>38 )  900 
Annuls  (2237212)  330  Elddr«fc  .'T5?Ai&a' 


430  Caauaty  (35358729)  535  Larry 
Grayson's  Generation  Gema  (77258108) 

6.15  Kenny  s  Comic  Cuts  (86079221  635 
FsstEnders  (0490238)  730  Eldorado 
(2229293)  730  Happy  Brer  After  [15831061 
930  Ga  Some  Ini  (2238941)  830  Home 
James  (2224748)  900  Minder  (4591729! 
10.00  The  Bd  (95397481  1035  CfeSOC 
soon  (15663816)  1140  KYTV  (10214581 
1230am  Everybody's  Equal  (4215775) 
1230  FILM:  Suspoor  [32352201  230 
Shopping  at  fagrt 


630em  Swan's  Crossing  (51187)  030 
Pugwail  (72019J  730  Ready  «  Nor  (15928) 
730  Cafitoma  Dreams  (1»i 1)  830  Swete 
Vaftey  rtgh  (83038)  830  tiny  TCC 
(55561212)  1235pm  Tiny  TCC  (49588729) 
SL30  JVn  Hanson's  Arwnal  Show  (8729) 
330  Some  the  Hedgterog  (1 187)  330  The 
New  Prts  Panther  Snow  (3274)  400 
CaMorma  Dreams  [230S)  43O4S.00  Swate 
Vifev'H^n  (12931 

NICKELODEON _ 

630am  Henry's  Cal  [5276458)  6.15  Blue. 
0*3  Ol  ihe  Eann  (590564)  8^5  Toucan  Ten 
1  £©10651)  730  Baflmh  |T&79t02l  735 


(59501 Q)  8.15  AaaWT»  Real  Monsters 
(2965212)  830  Rocfco's  Modem  Lie 
(46583)  930  Ahm  and  the  Otpmunks 
(378351 930  Pee- Wee's  Playhouse  (74654) 
1030  Banana  Sandwich  (44699)  1130 
Chfcken's.  BBC  (248351  1230  Mage 
School  Bus  (57699)  1230pm  Gnmmy 
(70670/  130  Global  Gins  08651)  130 
Irtsronanes  (779411  230  Chgdren's  BSC 
(68274)  330  The  Ldllesl  Pei  Shop  (5816) 
330  Teenage  Mutarn  Hero  Times  (4748) 
430  The  Ferais  (6583)  430  Rugrats  and 
Doug  (27871  530  Sttter  SeJet  (8831)  530 
Nancy  Drew  (3019)  630  Ren  and  SUmpy 
(3832)  630  The  Adventures  a)  Pete  end 
Pek?  (7212)  730  The  Odyssey  (8075)  730- 
830  Dracuta  (3496) 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm  Bush  Tucker  Man  (1584835)  430 
Ambutenoe'  (1580(719)  5 .00  Treasure  Hirt 
ere  (2247699)  530  Terra  X  (1504699)  630 
Invention  (1594212)  630  Beyond  2000 
(1227944)  730  Arthur  C  Clarke  (1501748) 
830  The  Professionals  (4502835)  9.00  Top 
Marques  (5732B41)  930  Science  Detec- 
lives.  (7787816)  1030  Classic  Wheels 
(4592456)  1130-1230  Fangs1  the  Super 
Predalors  (B8e93OT| 

BRAVO _ 

1230  FILM'  The  EJrme  People  (8586583) 
130pm  Death  Vafley  Derys  (7793477)  230 
Danger  Men  77184090)  330  The  Bucca¬ 
neers  (2222380)  330 WBram  Tell  fl 5323541 
430  FILM-  Revolt  at  Fort  Laramie  16576106) 
530  Honey  West  (1591125)  630  Dead  ar 
21  (1598038)  630  Jason  King  (11223901 
730  The  Seen  Hamel  (1578274)  8.00 
Spare  1899  [-1599361/  830  The  Prisoner 
(4519125)  1030-1230  PLM  Last  Ex*  Id 
Brooklyn  (5727019) 

PARAMOUNT _ 

B30pm  Entertain  mem  Tonrghj  (6545]  830 
The  Odd  Couple  [83801  930  Brothers 
(23545)  930  Lavwne  and  Shdey  (65106) 
1030EnBrtasimen1  Tomghl  (45800)  1030 
Dr  Kan  (34748)  11.00  Ren  oral  Snmpy 
(28090)  1130  TheGuyuer  (84723)  1230 1 
Love  Lucy  (25084)  1230am  The  Odd 
Couple  [856781 130  Brothers  (81336)  130 
Laveme  and  Srwley  E1442i  230  Ernananv 
mem  Tonight  1639971 230  Dr  Kan  (42404) 
330  Ren  and  Srmpy  (615721  330-430 
TteGuyuet  (660841 

UK  LIVING _ 

630am  Agony  Hour  (52328351  730  Kfay 


(9354767)  830  Esther  (9975632)  B30  Mae 
From  Gardens  (99749031  930  Gourmet 
hteend  (381374B)  935  Kate  and  A*o 
(2003361)  1035  The  Jerry  Sprayer  Show 
18047670)  1130  The  Youig  and  the 
Ressess  (8468019)  1135  Breakstee 
(60081X1  1230pm  Dangerous  Women 
(4466661)  1.25  CrtBSiteS  (5552534)  230 
Agony  Hour  (2632107)  330  live  «  Three 
(166974B)  430  Hafuaflon  UK  (1104019) 
430  Croeswtts  (3799380)  535  Lnpo 
(820968001  530  Lucky  Ladders  (11175831 
630  Bemtcfled  (1114496)  630  BiocAside 
(2713729)  735  Rhodes  around  Britan 
(25S9670)  7.40  The  Joker's  WM  (1E1 7212) 
635  The  Young  and  me  Restless  157375831 
930  FILM.  Revenge  ol  the  Steptord  Wives 
(741856S1)  1030  Emenammem  Notv* 
(7198816)  1130-1230  The  Erogenous 
Zone  (6343729) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

530pm  Ocean  Odyssey  (6632)  630  The 
Adwmures  ol  timn  [59392?)  S35  Batmen 
(143283)  630  Catchphrase  (3038)  730 
Trivial  Pursuit  [6496)  730  My  Two  Dads 
(2 922)  830  hfckenna  (17496)  930  Ruth 
Rendefl  (97632)  10.00  Treasure  Hurl 
(81449)  T1.00  Neon  Rider  (13854)  1230 
The  Adventures  ol  tintln  [38572)  1230am 
Bordertoun  (21794)  1.00  Barman  (10862) 
130  Rhode  (349301 230  Big  Brother  Jake 
(383411  230  Neon  Rider  (23268)  330 
Rhode  (71990)  430  Big  Brother  Jake 
(92423)  430-S30  Ocean  Odyssey  (31356) 

MTV _ 

830am  Tho  Grind  (74477)  730  3  tram  1 
(9584800)  7.1S  Aurtee  (3490545)  830 
Videos  (749941)  1130  Soul  (65449)  12.00 
Hite  (95361)  130pm  Uusac  Non-Stop 
(6185729)  2.15  3  Irom  1  (20102125)  Z30 
Sports  (4877)  330  Qnemailc  3.15  Hanging 
Out  (1723583)  430  News  4.15  Hanging 
Out  (82449221  430  Dial  MTV  13651)  530 
Top  Ten  Tunes  (7125)  630  hangng  Out 
(91545]  7.00  Greatest  Hrts  (319261  6L00 
The  Wora  te  Most  Wanted  (4274)  830 
Gude  lo  Attematm  Music  (221061  930 
Beams  and  &rft-head  (96090)  1030  News 

10.15  Cinematic  (725941)  1030  Aeon  Flux 
(414961 1130  The  Encrt  il4748)  1230am 
Videos  (9862220) 

VH-1 _ 

TJXimn  Power  BreoHast  (7U6212)  830 
Cate  (8207458)  1230  Hean  and  Soul 
15726125)  130pm  Vinyl  Years  230  Jona¬ 
than  King  (21060391  330  Into  me  fttoen 
(36285641  630  Bruo?  Springsteen 


(5722309)  730  VH-1  tor  You  (47311671 
830  Review  (4740835)  930  Ten  ol  the 
Best  Def  Leppard  (4760699)  1030  Wry! 
Yeats  (4730458)  11.00  Tte  Budge 
(8012854)  130am  Morten  Harket 

(29099781 2.00  Dawn  Patrol 

ZEE  TV _ _ _ 

730om  Asan  Morning  (86861274)  830 
Yuie  Love  Stones  [21BSeg82)  930  Tot* 
FLM  Pudhu  Pudhu  Arthangel  (90315941) 
1230  DeMi  Bhai  Detot  (135515981 
1 230pm  Irate  Show  (53856309)  1 30  rtndi 
Movte- Fyar  Ka  Saaye  (621 736S1 )  430  Zfee 
Top  Ten  (42315019)  530  Zee  Zone 
(37907699)  530  Puifab.  Fen-  (11763458) 
8.00  Countdown  to  Cncfat  (1 1 793699)  630 
Zee  and  U  (11777651)  730  AMashan 
(37BS7835)  730  Gatoaee  (1 1 7738351 830 
News  (37996583)  830  Anda i  (379750601 
930  Urdu  Serial  Kachey  Dhagey 
(57727651)  1030  Zee  Horror  Stew 
(12101057)  1030  Your  ZSndagi  (3010 1877) 
1130  Cotmtander  (423167481  1130- 
1230  Sn  Krishna 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Cartoon*  Irom  Bern  to  7pm;  TNT  One. 
730pm  Beau  Brummel  (1954) 
(90177885)  930  Date  Smith  and  Johnny 
Earn  (1973)  (20816090)  1130  RIngo  mid 
Ht»  Golden  Ptatol  (1966)  (424688221 
1240am  The  SOmd  Stranger  /1 969) 
(80999152)  220-430  Ofcty  Ohmua 

Magaa  (1970) 


CNN/QVC _ 

CNN  provides  24-hour  newaandOVC  Is 
the  home  shopping  channel 

BBC  PRIME _ 

630am  BBC  Newsday  630  Jackonory 
635  The  Secrel  Garden  7.15  Sue  Peter 

7.40  Catchword  B.10  A  Question  ol  Sport 

8.40  The  Bill  9.10  The  Be*  te  hikoy  10.05 
Can't  Code  Won't  Cook  1030  Good 
Morrwtg  1235pm  Ftebbie  MO  130  IMdlte 
130  The  BC  230  Hoi  Chats  2.10  KUrov 
23E  Jockanory  3.10  The  Secrel  Garden 
X40  Blue  Perer  435  Caictwrord  435  Duty 
Men  530  2pom<4  Cn&iren  630  The  Worto 
Todav  630  The  Gres  Antiques  Hunt  7.00 
Fresh  BekJs-  730  EastEndera  830  Tears 
EMare  BadLmeUIO  BBC  Mens  930  Hotel 
Du  Lac  1130  The  Onettti  Uno  1230  Koto 

and  Afle  1236am  Tho  Rrtl  Rafl  Etemeni 

1.15  Btete  s  Seven  2.10  Lyttcn's  Day  33S 
Bruce  Forevthi's  Generation  Game  4,05  The 

m  Raff  EJem^nr  4J&SJX)  BSaha's  Sevan 


SNOOKER  39 

PETULANT  HIGGINS 
MISSES  OUT  ON 
LAST  GREAT  HURRAH 


SPORT 


GOLF  42 

EUROPEAN  TOUR  OPENS 
FOR  BUSINESS 
IN  SINGAPORE 


THURSDAY  JANUARY  25  1996 


Rowell  summons  teenaged  wing 

English  rugby 
trains  eyes 
on  future  talent 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


.  V.-Vr.-.-.-iv  :  v: ■‘■■'Jt  --  •  •  —  ■■ 
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ALL  season.  Jack  Rowell,  the 
manager  of  the  England  rug¬ 
by  union  team,  has  bemoaned 
the  lack  of  young  talent  wor¬ 
thy  of  consideration  for  his 
national  squad.  Yesterday,  he 
did  something  about  it.  by 
calling  a  teenager  from  his 
school  books  in  Yorkshire  to 
join  training  this  weekend  in 
preparation  for  the  five  na¬ 
tions’  championship  match 
against  Wales  on  February  3. 

Paul  Sampson,  from  Wood- 
house  Grove  School,  near 
Bradford,  will  not  play  at 
Twickenham,  but  the  mere 
fad  that  he  will  mingle  with 
such  as  Carting.  Cusco tt  and 
Underwood,  faces  Familiar 
only  from  the  television 
screen,  confirms  the  mood- 
swing  in  the  management 
This  season,  the  squad  has 
already  been  decorated  by  the 
youthful  looks  of  Andy 
GomarsaU.  21.  Now  he  is 
joined  by  Alex  King.  20.  and 
Sampson,  a  mere  IS. 

This  is  all  part  of  the 
familiarisation  programme 
that  Rowell,  in  concert  with 
John  Elliott  the  Rugby  Foot¬ 
ball  Union's  development  of¬ 
ficer,  seeks  to  put  in  place.  The 
ambition  is  to  bring  on  young 
talent  and  introduce  it  to  the 
international  environment  at 
times  despite  the  leading 
clubs,  whose  selections  tend 
towards  the  conservative. 

Rowell  has  been  envious 
that  France  could  introduce 
two  20-year-olds.  Thomas 
Castaignfide  and  the  contro¬ 
versial  Richard  Dourthe. 
against  of  all  opponents.  New 
Zealand  last  autumn.  Austra¬ 


lia’s  ability  to  produce  young 
stars  —  Tim  Horan  and  Jason 
Little  were  19  when  they  made 
their  international  debuts  —  is 
also  well-documented.  Last 
week.  Wales  gave  Leigh  Da¬ 
vies.  19.  his  head  against  Italy, 
and  another  19-year-old.  Jo¬ 
nah  Lomu,  played  for  the  All 
Blacks  against  France  in  1994. 

"There  is  an  excitement  in 
reaching  so  far  down  the 
supply  chain,"  Rowell  said. 
“The  hope  is  that,  when  Samp¬ 
son  develops  and  returns  to 
the  international  squad,  he 
will  not  be  overawed.  England 
are  always  looking  for  young 
players  with  potential.  The 


Richard  Dourthe,  the  France 
centre,  has  been  banned  by  the 
French  Rugby  Federation  for 
two  five  nations’  champion¬ 
ship  matches  for  stamping  on 
the  head  of  Ben  Clarke,  the 
England  No  8.  during  the 
game  in  Paris  last  weekend. 


challenge  is  there  for  the  many 
good  dub  players  around 
England:  are  you  good 
enough  to  play  international 
rugby  successfully?” 

Sampson  is  one  of  nine 
players  added  lo  the  squad 
beaten  15-12  by  France  in  Plans 
last  weekend  and  earns  his 
place  thanks  lo  his  six  appear¬ 
ances  last  season  in  the  Eng¬ 
land  IB-group  schools  team 
and  glowing  reports  from 
Nigel  Melville,  his  mentor  at 
Otley,  where  he  plays  his 
rugby  out  of  term. 

“He  not  only  has  excellent 
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No  687  in  association  with 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 


ACROSS 

1  ftrfecrinn:  furthest  jwint 
(La/.)  12.4.5) 

7  Account  of  the  year  (5) 

8  Harsh,  extreme  (7) 

10  Decorated  with  glittering 
gems  (SI 

11  Artful  lure  (4) 

13  Wealth  (6) 

1 5  Plain;  rigorous;  8  (6) 

17  Lug.  drag  14) 

18  As  flag  flies  out  of  respect 

(4.4) 

21  Open  framework,  crossed 
strips  (7) 

22  Nebraska  dly:  Normandy 
WW2  beach  (5) 

23  Vision-corrector  wnm  in  eye 

(7.4) 


DOWN 

1  Primitive  (tvpe  of  man) 

HD 

2  Chinese  black/white  animal 

15) 

3  Less  polluting  type  of  petrol 
(8) 

4  Give  latest  information  (6) 

5  Cooperating  group  (4) 

6  With  one  leg  nn  each  side 

|7l 

9  Document  confirming 
identity,  claims  etc  (1 1) 

12  Coastal  promenade  (K) 

14  Corrosive;  sarcastic  (7) 

16  Taker  of  pictures  (61 

19  Astound  (5) 

20  One  from  Helsinki  (4) 


!  PRIZES: 

THE  WINNER  will  receive  a  return  ticket 
travelling  economy  dass  to  anywhere  on 
British  Midland’s  domestic  or  International 
network- 

THE  RUNNER-UP  will  receive  a  return 
ticket  to  anywhere  on  British  Midland's  -  . 

domestic  network.  British  Midland  offers 
an  extensive  ranee  of  departure  and  destination  pants 
throughout  the  UK  as  well  as  Europe.  As  the  Uks  second  largest 
scheduled  service  airline  and  Heathrow?  second  biggest  user,  it 
operates  a  fleet  of  35  aircraft  on  over  1200  flights  per  week 


TD  |7«T]  1  «TJ  » I  f 


All  flights  are  subject  to  avaiiabiiiiy. 


Post  your  entry  to  Times  Two  Crossword.  PO  Box  6886. 
London  E28SP  to  arrive  by  next  Monday.  The  winners'  names 
and  solution  will  appear  on  Wednesday. 

Name/Address  - . . 


SOLUTION  TO  No  68b 

ACROSS;  I  Old  hat  5  Chef  9  Genuine  10  At  home  II  Radiator 

12  Basket  >5  Sample  IS  Disclaim  20  Fossil  22  Electrs  23  Kink 
24  Lancet 

DOWN:  2  Logjam  3  Handicap  4  Twist  6  Hush  7  Flambe  8  Nearby 

13  sifCleron  14  Mcdky  16  Anorak  17  Mirage  19  Shell  21  Span 


pace  but  he  has  good  vision, 
can  tackle  superbly  and  place- 
kick  —  he  is  the  complete 
player,"  Melville,  himself  a 
teenager  in  the  England  squad 
of  1979,  said.  “WeVe  been 
playing  him  on  the  wing  to 
give  him  a  bit  of  experience, 
but  I  think  it  is  full  back  which 
will  allow  him  to  have  more 
options." 

Sampson  started  the  1995 
representative  schools  season 
at  full  back  and  finished  on  the 
right  wing.  As  a  wing,  he 
occupies  a  position  where 
England  have  wrestled  all 
season:  Rory  Underwood,  at 
32,  is  nearing  the  end  of  a 
distinguished  career,  his 
brother,  Tony,  is  recovering 
from  a  knee  operation,  and 
Damian  Hopley  —  a  centre  — 
was  pressed  into  service  on  the 
wing  before  the  advent  last 
Saturday  of  Jon  Sleightholme. 

Rory  Underwood,  in  1984. 
and  Kevin  Simms,  a  fortnight 
after  his  twentieth  birthday  in 
1985.  have  been  England’s 
youngest  caps  of  late. 

"I'm  delighted  they  have 
recognised  it  can  be  a  young 
man's  game."  Geoff  Wappett. 
the  England  schools  coach, 
said.  “One  of  the  things  which 
came  out  loud  and  dear  from 
last  year's  World  Cup  was  that 
there  are  opportunities  for 
young  men.  and  we  are  no 
different  to  any  of  die  others. 
Some  of  our  young  men  can 
make  it" 

The  management  spent  the 
best  part  of  four  hours  analys¬ 
ing  video  of  the  defeat  by 
France  before  settling  on  then- 
training  squad  and  the  A  XV 
to  play  New  South  Wales  at 
Leicester  on  January  31.  All 
members  of  the  match  party  of 
21  in  Paris  are  retained,  while 
five  of  the  backs  who  contrib¬ 
uted  towards  a  25-15  victory  in 
the  A  international  with 
France,  plus  Tony  Diprose  of 
the  forwards,  are  added. 

ENGLAND  TRAINING  SQUAD:  Badcs:  J 
CaBanJ  [Baftl.  M  Catt  (Bsft).  A  Adebayo 
IBaft).  J  Stetghftcfmo  (Baftl.  D  Hopley 
(Wasps).  P  Sampson  (Otley).  R  Under¬ 
wood  (LacostoO-  w  Carting  (HariequrtSI, 
P  de  Gbiwik  (Batty.  W  Greenwood 
(Hartequnsi  J  Guscob  (Baft).  P  Grayson 
(Norftampfor).  A  King  iBnsns  Urwenoyi. 
K  Bracken  [BnstoO  M Dawson  (Noiftamp- 
Ion).  A  GomaraaS  (Wasps)  Forwards:  J 
Leonard  tHariequns),  G  Rountree  (Laceo- 
lerj.  VUbogu  (Baftl.  G  OawwtBattn.  M  Re¬ 
gal  (Bnarf).  M  Bayfield  (Nortromffonj.  II 
Johnson  (LeocsJer)  L  Daflacpo  iWaspsl. 
S  Ojpmoti  (Bah).  A  HoMreon  (Baftl.  T 
Rodber  (Northampton).  B  Clarke  (Bath)  A 
Diproso  [Saracens).  D  Richards 
(LVCSSUfj. 

ENGLAND  A  (*  New  South  Watea»  T 
Sfimpaon  (West  Harttepodl:  P  Hr*  iBro- 
roq.  A  Btyft  (West  Hartlepool).  W  Green¬ 
wood  (Hariequns).  A  Adebeyo  iSaft).  A 
King  (Bristol  Unwroly),  A  Healey  (CbreTl- 
R  Ifardwrick  (Cowonnyi.  R  Coefcerri 
(Lecester).  DGariotft  iLoeesteri.  M  Corry 
fBcstoii.G  Archer  (BreftA  J  Fowler  (Sate.. 
R  HU  iSaraocrcl.  A  Diprose  (Saracens, 
capaaii  Replacements:  P  Mensah  iHarte- 
R  Liey  iSate),  A  Gomosal 
IWaaps).  K  Yates  (Baftl  P  Greening 
.Gloucester  i.  C  Shernby  iriaiiwwnsj 
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Agassi  hits  a  powerful  backhand  return  during  his  dramatic  five-set  victory  over  Courier  yesterday.  Photograph:  Julian  Herbert 

Resolute  Agassi  proves  irresistible 


From  Stuart  Jones 

TENNIS  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  MELBOURNE 

THE  elements  played  tricks 
throughout  the  longest  of 
quarter-final  days  at  tire  Aus¬ 
tralian  Open.  A  violent  wind 
blew  through  the  first  match, 
a  storm  erupted  midway 
through  the  second  and  the 
last  three  had  to  be  staged 
indoors  under  the  sliding  roof. 
To  cope  with  the  conditions, 
serenity  and  conviction  were 
required.  Some  were  not  up  to 
the  task. 

Martina  Hingis  has  yet  to 
develop  such  qualities.  Conch- 
ita  Martinez  will  find  any 
excuse.  Yevgeny  Kafelnikov 
was  never  mentally  atoned. 
Nor  was  Thomas  EnqvisL  Of 
the  losers,  therefore,  only 
Jim  Courier  was  properly 
equipped,  but  he  ran  into  a 
tempest  of  such  force  that  he 
could  not  resist  it 

Courier,  twice  a  champion 
here,  not  only  took  the  opening 
two  sets,  as  he  had  at  the  same 
stage  against  Pete  Sampras  a 
year  ago,  but  was  also  a  break 
up  at  die  sian  of  the  third.  He 
had  forced  Andre  Agassi  into  a 
position  where,  as  he  later 
reflected,  he  "didn't  have  too 
many  options". 


The  holder’s  response, 
which  restored  him  to  No  I  in 
the  world  ranking,  may  not 
have  been  “a  mi  rude"  as  be 
claimed,  but  it  qualified  as 
extraordinary.  He  gathered 
such  momentum  during  his 
first  ever  recovery  from  a  two- 
set  deficit  that  Courier  was  on 
the  vergeof  yielding  the  fifth  to 
love. 

“I  don’t  think  he  has  ever 
come  on  that  strongly,"  Couri¬ 
er  said,  "and  that  was  the  best 
I’ve  played  in  the  tourna¬ 
ment."  Better.  in  other  words, 
than  his  own  revivals  against 
Todd  Woodbridge  and  Mar¬ 
cos  Ondruska,  bath  of  wham 
had  been  2-1  ahead  in  sets  in 
the  previous  two  rounds. 

Agassi's  6-7, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 
victoiy  means  that  he  has  now 
come  from  behind  four  times. 
He  has  played  well  in  patches 
and.  even  if  the  dosing  three 
sets  against  Courier  were 
adorned  in  a  richest  purple,  it 
is  as  though  he  has  been 
motivated  only  by  the  revela¬ 
tion  that  his  title  has  been 
about  to  be  taken  from  him. 

He  is  unlikely  to  be  short  of 
inspiration  in  the  semt-fmaL 
He  faces  Michael  Chang, 
whom  he  has  witheringly 
dismissed  as  a  player  who 
"runs  for  a  living".  Nor  was  he 


Brentford  craving  is  hard 
cheese  for  Cup  opponents 


MATCH  of  the  Day  should 
substitute  Delia  Smith  and 
Keith  Floyd  for  Gary  Lineker 
and  Alan  Hansen  on  Satur¬ 
day.  The  Valley,  home  of 
Charlton  Athletic,  will  be 
awash  with  dairy  products  as 
the  cheese-bearing  honks  of 
Brentford  descend  upon  that 
corner  of  south  London  for 
their  team’s  FA  Cup  fourth- 
round  tie. 

Members  of  the  Brentford 
Official  Unofficial  Support¬ 
ers’  Posse  have  hired  a  brat  to 
carry  their  80-strong  party 
and  their  stash  of  edam. 
stilton  and  Dairylea  —  plus 
crackers  —  from  Kew  Pier  to 
the  Thames  Barrier.  They  will 
gorge  on  Cheddar  and  binge 
on  gouda  en  route,  during  the 
match  and  afterwards  as  part 
of  their  anticipated  celebra¬ 
tions. 

One  particularly  ardent  fol¬ 
lower  has  constructed  right 
3ft  high  hats,  including  a 
beret  depicting  two  crackers 
with  a  cheese  filling  and  a  cap 
featuring  a  mouse  nibbling  at 
a  chunk  of  Gruyere. 

There  is  a  proud  tradition 
of  bearing  bizarre  objects  to 
football  stadiums.  The  first 
rattle  was  no  doubt  scoffed  at 
and  it  took  only  a  few  weeks 
for  the  inflatable  banana  to 
become  passi.  And  who  could 
forget  Grimsby  Town’s  boun¬ 
cing  haddock?  However, 


ByAlvson  Rudd 

Brentford  have  always  been 
at  the  cutting  edge. 

Cadbury’s  Chomp  bars 
were  banned  from  Griffin 
Park  after  thousands  were 
thrown  on  to  the  pitch  after  a 
rare  league  victory  three  sea¬ 
sons  ago.  Taking  a  barge  to  a 
match  is  nothing  new,  either 
—  at  least  not  for  Brentford 
followers.  Billy  Grant  has 
been  organising  alternative 
travel  lo  away  fixtures  for  the 
past  six  years.  His  most 
ambitious  project  was  a  magi¬ 
cal  mystery  tour,  where  the 
surprise  factor  was  diluted  for 
anyone  who  had  read  Brent¬ 
ford's  fixture-list  and  saw  they 
were  playing  at  Stoke  City. 

Brentford,  of  the  End  sleigh 

^00  must  be  tty 
Brenbford  -far^s 


Insurance  League  second  dir 
vision,  discovered  die  power 
of  cheese  in  December,  when 
they  played  Bournemouth  in 
the  FA  Cup  first  round.  When 
a  Tom  Jones  record  came  on 
the  jukebox,  one  supporter 
stood  up  and  called,  it 
"cheesy".  The  chant  "cheese, 
cheese,  cheese"  took  over  the 
establishment  and  the  landla¬ 
dy  showed  her  gratitude  by 
presenting  them  with  an  enor¬ 
mous  platter  of  cheeses. 

"It  started  as  a  joke  and 
then  we  won  —  a  dear  omen. 
So  at  the  following  Cup  game 
at  Norwich,  everyone  sponta¬ 
neously  brought  along  cheese 
and  crackers,"  Grant  said. 

Anyone  captivated,  or  just 
feeling  peckish  and  wanting 
to  join  in.  cannot  simply  raid 
their  fridge.  This  is  an 
organised  campaign.  One 
supporter,  when  asked  what 
cheese  she  would  be  taking, 
replied:  "I’m  not  sure  yet.  Ill 
have  to  meet  with  Billy." 

“We  are  a  polttically-correct 
group.  There  wifi  be  no 
Freudi  cheese  a:  the  Chariton 
match.  It  will  be  Somerset 
Brie  and  we  will  try  not  to 
litter  the  river."  Grant  said.. 

And  what  if  Brentford 
reach  Wembley?  The  ultimate 
prize  in  English  football 
would  undoubtedly  be  cele¬ 
brated  in  west  London  with  a 
cheese-and-wine  party. 


complimentary  when,  though 
injured,  he  joined  his  Ameri¬ 
can  colleagues  in  Moscow  for 
the  Davis  Cup  final  last 
month.  The  absent  Chang  was 
lambaste!.  “He  hasn’t  played 
since  1990,"  Agassi  said.  "That 
shows  his  level  of  interest 
Everybody  rise  is  committed 
except  him." 

Courier  would  not  be  drawn 
into  die  domestic,  one-sided 


Flinders  Park  results _ 39 


verbal  warfare.  However,  he 
did  suggest  that  Agassi,  a  rival 
he  had  beaten  every  time  since 
the  French  Open  final  «rf  1991, 
holds  the  edge  in  spite  of  the 
conspicuous  ease  which  with 
Chang  has  progressed.  He  has 
yet  to  drop  a  set,  but  "he 
hasn't  played  anybody  of 
Andre’s  calibre  and.  the  way 
Andre's  hitting  the  ball,  he 
[Chang]  is  going  to  have  to 
play  very,  very  well  to  beat 
him.” 

Kafelnikov  looked  even  fur¬ 
ther  and  predicted  that  as 
long  as  the  event  stays  in¬ 
doors.  Boris  Becker  will  re¬ 
gain  the  title  he  held  five  years 
ago.  However.  Kafelnikov'S 
prophesies  should  be  regard¬ 


Newcastle 
dose  in  on 
Asprilla 

KEVIN  KEEGAN,  the  New¬ 
castle  United  manager,  re¬ 
turned  from  Italy  last  night 
confident  that  he  had  finally 
concluded  negotiations  to 
bring  Faustino  Asprilla  to  the 
dub  (David  Mad  dock  writes). 
Keegan  had  been  involved  in 

protracted  talks  over  the  pay¬ 
ment  structure  of  the  Colom¬ 
bia  international’s  contract 
Asprilla.  the  Parma  for¬ 
ward,  wanted  half  of  the 
money  upfront,  instead  of 
over  the  course  of  the  four- 
year  deal.  He  is  thought  to 
have  negotiated  a  signing-on 
fee  in  the  region  of  £2  million, 
in  addition  to  wages  of  around 
£15,000  a  week.  After  talks 
lasting  two  days,  Keegan  fi¬ 
nally  agreed  a  transfer  that 
wifi  oast  Newcastle  a  total  of 
£6.7  million,  inclusive  of  the 
signing-on  fee.  Asprilla  will 
receive  E1.2  million  a  year. 

The  player  however,  has  yet 
to  sign  the  contract  and  has 
said  he  will  stay  with  Parma 
until  the  end  of  the  month.  It  is 
thought  that  the  delay  is 
because  he  wants  to  negotiate 
a  settlement  with  Parma. . 

Asprilla  said:  "I’m  about  to 
start  oh  a  fascinating  adven¬ 
ture  and  Pm  going  happily. 
Parma  don’t  want  me  while 
Kevin  Keegan  has  shown 
great  interest  Newcastle  will 
be  a  breath  of  fresh  air." 


Gradi’s  goal  page  40 
Venables  prepares,  page  40 


ed  as  dubious.  After  thefourth 
round,  he  forecast  that  he, 
himself,  would  be  the  champi¬ 
on,  a  notion  ridiculed^  by 
Becker  on  court  and  derided 
.off  iL  Nor  was  that  the 
immature  Russian’s  only  of¬ 
fering  adjudged  to  have  been 
ill-considered. 

His  reaction  to  a  favourable 
call,  which  gave  him  a  5-1  lead 
in  the  second  settfe-break.  was 
to  blow  a  kiss  to  the  line  judge, 
"That  was  not  veiy .  clever, 
Becker  observed.  As  retribu¬ 
tion.  Kafelnikov  was  allowed  a 
mere  six  points  in  the  first  five 
gantestrf  die  third  set  "= 

Bedaer  rated  his  perfor¬ 
mance  as  one  of  his  top  three  . 
fn  Australia.  He  struck  28 
aces,  but  Mark  Woodforde, 
his  opponent  in  the  semi¬ 
finals-  the  first  home  represen¬ 
tative  in  the  last  four  since  Fat 
Cash  in  1968.  has  been 


skilfully  turning  to  his  own 
advantage  the  power  of  oppo¬ 
nents  such  as  .Mark  Phllipp- 
oussfs  and  .  the  .  flustered 
EnqviSf  .  ;  • ' 

Martinet  lost  her  footing 
shortly  after  the  roof  had  been 
dosed  and  scraped^ the  skin  off 
her  rackethand:  Inexplicably, 
she  did  not  seek  treatment 
until  'she 'had  conceded  the 
second  set  to  Anke  Huber  and 
effectively  die  match  by  drop¬ 
ping  the  first  .three  games  of 
the  third.  . 

The  conyalratiyely  inexperi¬ 
enced  Hums  earlier  lost 
patience  with-  the  ceaseless 
retrieving  of  the  diminutive 
Amanda  Coetter  and  with  the 
swirling  wind.  The  15-year-old 
was  plainly  unaware  of  the 
common  saying  here.  “If  you 
don't  like  the  weather  in 
Melbourne,  stick  around  for 
five  minutes." 


Ntw  D-Ctasff  UNIX  servers  from 
Hewlett-Packard. 

New  ievel  of  price/performance. 

Very  robust  with  hot-ptug  disks, 
auto-restart,  modem  tar  remote 
servicing. 

Immediately  available.  (A  first  in 
the  computer  industry?) 

Call  for  a  written  briefing. 
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Kohl  and 
unions  set 
goal  of  2m 
more  jobs 

From  Roger  Boves 

IN  BONN 

GERMANY’S  Government, 
trade  unions  and  employers 
vowed  yesterday  to  work  to¬ 
gether  to  cut  by  half  the 
number  of  unemployed  over 
the  next  four  years. 

The  blueprint  was  drawn 
up  after  four  hours  of  negotia¬ 
tions  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Helmut  Kohl,  the  Chancel- 
Iof,  and  sets  out  measures  that 
would  make  the  labour  mar¬ 
ked  more  flexible,  cut  social 
welfare  spending  and  spur 
new  entrepreneurs. 

AD  sides,  while  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  problems  ahead, 
hailed  the  plan  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  first  step.  “Now  things 
can  really  get  going,”  said 
Dieter  Schulte,  the  union  fed¬ 
eration  leader.  “We  are  agreed 
on  the  basic  goal  of  hafving 
unemployment  by  2000.” 

Registered  unemployment 
stands  at  close  to  four  million, 
so  the  commitment  is  to  create 
two  million  jots.  Gunter 
Rexrodt  the  Economics  Min¬ 
ister.  was  more  cautious,  say¬ 
ing  that  they  “had  laid  out 
principles  upon  which  we  can 
work  to  form  a  consensus  and 
create  better  conditions  for 
increasing  employment". 

There  is  no  consensus  on  a 
number  of  crucial  issues.  The 
unions  are  resisting  changes 
to  the  early  retirement  pro¬ 
gramme,  which  is  prosing 
costly  to  the  Government 
Moreover,  their  offer  of  wage 
restraint  may  not  come  into 
effect  until  next  year. 

Employers  want  value-add¬ 
ed  tax  to  be  raised  to  ease  the 
burden  of  soda!  welfare  con¬ 
tributions-  But  Theo  Waigel. 
the  Finance  Minister,  is 
against  the  idea.  So  is  the 
opposition  Social  Democratic 
Party.  Its  chairman.  Oskar 
Lafbntaine,  who  was  not  in¬ 
vited  to  the  talks,  described 
raising  VAT  as  “poison  to  the 
economy”. 

Economists,  analysing  fore¬ 
casts  and  company  plans, 
predict  German  growth  will 
rise  above  2  per  cent  in  1997 
but  unemployment  will  stay 
high  at  9.6per  cent  of  the 
workforce  this  year,  and 
9.4  per  cent  in  1997.  - 
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Poland’s 
::;i  PM  quits 
^  ^  over  spy 
rW  claims 


if® 


Vincent  Begum  Billecocq,  left,  a  former  tenant;  in  front  of  a  stripped-out  fireplace  at~foech&£^^  Barry,  in  Louvedemnes,  outside  Paris;  right,  the  exterior 

Woman  held  over  ‘stripped’  French  properties 


Yokoi:  three  years 
in  Japanese  jaD 


From  Susan  Bell 

IN  PARIS 

KJKO  NAKAHARA,  a  British  resi¬ 
dent  and  the  daughter  of  a  Japanese 
business  magnate,  has  been  arrested 
by  French  police  and  charged  with 
forgery  and  breach  of  trust  after 
allegedly  buying  15  historic  properties 
in  Europe  and  stripping  them  of  their 
contents  for  personal  gain. 

'  Between  1985  and  1989,  Ms 
Nakahara.  who  is  said  to  have 
represented  herself  as  a  protector  of 
French  heritage,  allegedly  bought 
eight  chateaux  in  France,  spending 
almost  100  million  francs  (£13  million). 
During  the  same  period  she  apparent¬ 
ly  bought  seven  other  European 
castles,  mainly  in  Britain  and  Spain. 

Sbe  and  her  husband  are  accused  of 
stripping  the  French  properties  of 
their  contents,  including  priceless 


antique  furniture,  tapestries  and  stat¬ 
ues,  and  selling  them.  It  is  thought 
some  of  the  items  may  have  been  sold 
in  London.  The  couple  allegedly  even 
ripped  out  16tb-centuiy  fireplaces  and 
original  wood  panelling.  The  empty 
chateaux  were  then  allegedly 
abandoned. 

Although  she  barely  speaks  a  word 
of  French,  Ms  Nakahara  was  alleged¬ 
ly  extremely  convincing  in  her  self- 
acclaimed  role  as  the  Japanese  saviour 
of  French  heritage.  Immaculately 
dressed,  sbe  was  described  as  “re¬ 
fined".  “charming”  and  “very  well 
brought-up"  by  former  owners  who 
were  allegedly  persuaded  that  Ms 
Nakahara  would  cherish  and  preserve 
the  family  homes  that  they  could  no 
longer  afford. 

Ms  Nakahara  was  allegedly  aided 
by  her  husband.  Jean-Claude  Perez- 
Vaneste.  49.  an  international  business¬ 


man,  who  prefers  to  be  known  asJean- 
Paul  Renoir.  He  allegedly  accompa¬ 
nied  his  wife  on  her  buying  trips  to 
France,  acting  as  a  translator.  Former 
owners  recall  that  he  was  adept  at 
negotiating  a  good  price,  mentioning 
projects  to  turn  the  castles  into 
museums,  hotels,  or  upmarket  tourist 
attractions. 

One  of  17  children,  Ms  Nakahara  is 
the  favourite  daughter  of  Hideki 
Yokoi,  an  octogenarian  Japanese  mil¬ 
lionaire  who  bought  the  Empire  State 
Building  in  the  late  1980s  and  whose 
business  empire.  Nippon  Sangyo. 
specialises  in  construction,  transport 
bars  and  casinos.  Mr  Yokoi  is  serving 
a  three-year  prison  sentence  rn  Tokyo 
for  manslaughter  and  fraud,  after  a 
fire  in  one  of  his  hotels  in  which  33 
people  died.  The  tragedy  was  attribut¬ 
ed  to  a  lack  of  standard  safety 
provirions. 


French  police  have  sought  to  ques¬ 
tion  the  couple  about  the  ch&leaux 
affair  since  1992  However,  they  found 
their  investigation  blocked  by  long 
legal  battles  with  Nippon  Sangyo's 
powerful  lawyers. 

However,  when  M  Perez-Vaneste 
created  the  company  Chateaux  Hold¬ 
ings  in  1995  with  the  assumed  motive 
of  selling  the  properties,  Nippon 
Sangyo  complained  that  the  couple 
planned  to  sell  the  Japanese  compa¬ 
ny’s  assets  for  their  own  profit  and  a 
warrant  was  issued  for  their  arrest 

M  Renoir  was  not  with  Ms 
Nakahara  when  she  was  arrested  last 
Friday  during  an  appointment  with  a 
property  adviser  set  up  by  fraud 
police.  He  was  still  being  sought  by 
police  yesterday.  Ms  Nakahara  is 
now  being  held  by  the  French  authori¬ 
ties  in  a  women's  prison  near  the 
chateau  of  Versailles. 


Banned  Mitterrand  book  on  Internet  I  Naples  fire  kills  nine 


By  Susan  Bell 

COMPUTER  buffs  can  now 
read  the  banned  book  about 
Francois  Mitterrand.  The  Big 
Secret,  by  the  late  French 
President's  doctor,  but  only  on 
the  Internet 

The  police  said  yesterday 
that  they  had  paid  an  informal 
visit  to  Le  Web,  the  trendy 
cyber-cafe  in  the  eastern 


French  town  of  Besangon 
whose  owner.  Pascal  Bar- 
braud,  put  the  forbidden  book 
on  the  internationally  accessi¬ 
ble  Internet  A  police  inspector 
said  the  visit  was  not  part  of 
legal  proceedings. 

“The  lawyers  I  have  contact¬ 
ed  confirmed  the  legal  loop¬ 
hole  which  surrounds  access 
to  the  Internet"  M  Barbraud 
said.  “In  any  case  I  am  not 


selling  anything."  The  book’s 
publisher.  Editions  Plon. 
which  opposed  the  move  to 
put  the  book  on  the  Internet 
has  taken  no  action. 

Copies  of  the  book  sold  out 
within  two  hours  when  it 
appeared  in  French  book¬ 
shops  last  Wednesday.  The 
next  day  it  was  banned  after  a 
request  from  the  Mitterrand 
family,  including  his  widow 


Danielle  and  his  illegitimate 
daughter.  Stunned  by  the  ban, 
M  Barbraud  transcribed  into 
his  Internet  site  late  on  Tues¬ 
day  the  entire  190-page  bode 
by  Dr  Gaude  Gubler,~the  late 
President's  physician,  who 
claims  that  tne  former  Presi¬ 
dent,  who  died  of  prostate 
cancer  on  January  8.  lied  to  the 
French  public  for  II  years 
about  his  health. 


Naples:  The  death  toll  from  a 
fire,  which  erupted  in  a  Na¬ 
ples  suburb  overnight,  rose  to 
nine  yesterday.  The  dead  in¬ 
cluded  five  construction  work¬ 
ers  working  on  a  slip  road 
linking  the  peripheral  district 
of  Scondigtiano  with  the  city, 
and  a  young  girl. 

The  fire  triggered  blasts, 
which  sent  a  cement-mixer 
and  dozens  of  cars  hurtling 
into  a  crater  about  66ft,  fire¬ 


men  said.  Water  pipes  explod¬ 
ed  after  the  collapse  of  a 
building,  and  the  crater  was 
filled  with  water. 

Residents  of  the  collapsed 
building  said  they  had  repeat¬ 
edly  complained  to  authorities 
that  the  building  was  in 
danger  of  collapse.  Panic 
broke  when  authorities  evacu¬ 
ated  about  a  thousand  people 
from  their  homes,  fearing 
further  explosions.  (AFP) 


By  Roger  Boyes 

JOZEF  OLEKSY,  the  Polish 
Prime  Minister,  announced 
his  resignation  last  night  after 
the  military  prosecutor  said 
there  was  enough  evidence  to 
investigate  the  former  Com¬ 
munist  on  charges  of  spying 
for  the  KGB. 

"In  the  name  of  reasons  of 
state,  I  have  decided  to  re¬ 
sign."  Mr  Oleksy  said  on 
Polish  television.  But  he  firmly 
reiterated  he  is  innocent 

The  decision  has  plunged 
Poland  into  its  worst  political 
crisis  since  the  collapse  of 
Communism.  It  puts  a  ques¬ 
tion  mark  over  the  fuiure  of 
the  whole  Government  domi¬ 
nated  by  former  Communists, 
and  over  Poland's  relationship 
with  Russia. 

The  military  prosecutor  said 
yesterday  that  he  would  be  in¬ 
vestigating  the  role  of  two 
former  Russian  diplomats 
based  in  Warsaw  —  Vladimir 
Alganov  and  Grigori  Yak- 
imishin.  Mr  Oleksy  had  been 
accused  by  Polish  police  offi¬ 
cers  of  passing  documents  to 
his  long-time  next-door  neigh¬ 
bour.  a  KGB  colonel.  The 
Prime  Minister  had  denied 
espionage,  but  admits  enjoy1 
ing  a  friendship  with  the 
agent,  saying  he  took  him  to 
be  an  innocent  diplomat 

He  had  promised  to  resign  if 
the  prosecutor  pressed  char¬ 
ges  or  opened  a  case  against 

The  mere  facr  of  his  friend¬ 
ship  with  a  senior  KGB  agent 
—  they  went  hunting  and 
played  tennis  together  —  was 
enough  to  jeopardise  his 
career  for  many  Poles.  It  is 
now  unthinkable  Mr  Oleksy 
will,  as  planned,  succeed  Pres¬ 
ident  Kwasniewski  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  party. 

Opposition  parties,  with  the 
Freedom  Union  to  the  fore,  are 
demanding  that  a  new  govern¬ 
ment  be  put  together  to  restore 
Poland's  world  credibility. 

The  pivotal  role  is  being 
played  by  the  Polish  Peasant 
Party,  which  represents  the 
farm  lobby.  It  is  in  alliance 
with  Mr  Oleksy'S  former 
Communists,  but  could  make 
common  cause  with  the 
opposition. 


BUILT  WITHOUT 
COMPROMISE 


THE  ONLY  BUMPS  YOU’LL  FEEL 
ARE  GOOSEBUMPS 
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k  One  to  prevent,  the  drivers  making  too  many  pit-stops  for 


refoeffiog.tM'Kh  means  you  too  will  be  malting  less  pit-stops. 


But  What  about  the  bumps  that  there  are  rio  accounting  for? 
That’3  '"bee  e  ft%  im^rated  riffcl  body  shell,  from  and  rear 


crumple  zones,  side  impact  bars  and  dual  SRS  airbags  add  a 


feeling  of  safety  to  that  of  exhilaration. 


Also  as  standard  on  aH  Civics  are  power  steering  and  ECU 
immobiliser,  so  there  are  no  surprise  optional  extras  to  bump  up 
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the  price.  Talking  of  options,  the  Civic  also  comes  in  the  form  of 
an  equally  spine-tingling  3. 4  and  5  door. 

So  if  you'd  like  to  find  out  more,  just  call  into  your  nearest 
Honda  dealer;  or  phone  Honda  UK  on  0345  159  159. 


With  the  new  Honda  Civic  range  starting  at  just  £11.585  on 
the  road,  you  could  almost  be  forgiven  for  thinking  it  was  your 
birthday/  (Minus  the  bumps  of  course.) 
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Utah  execution  may  end 
\  use  of  firing  squads 

<  From  Giles  Whitoll  in  bluffdale,  ittah 


:TWO  minutes  after  midnight 
^tonight,  John  Albert  Taylor  is 
:riue  to  be  strapped  to  a  chair  in 
:a  convened  warehouse  be¬ 
neath  Utah's  Wasatch  Moun- 
. -tains  and  shot  through  the 
heart  by  five  anonymous 
•marksmen. 

•  He  will  eat  pizza  for  his  final 
meal  and  be  allowed  a  cigar¬ 
ette  as  he  walks  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  chamber.  As  a  black  hood 
is  pulled  over  his  face  Taylor, 
who  was  convicted  seven 
years  ago  of  raping  and  mur¬ 
dering  an  1 1-year-old  girl,  will 
have  the  grim  satisfaction  of 
knowing  his  death  may  end 
the  use  of  firing  squads  in 
America. 

The  last  American  prisoner 
to  die  this  way  was  the  first  to 
be  executed  after  the  Supreme 
.  Court  allowed  the  reintroduc¬ 
tion  of  the  death  penalty  in 
1 1977.  Gary  Gilmore,  another 
convicted  murderer,  was  shot 
.at  dawn  in  the  same  state 
'  prison  on  January  21  that  year. 

A  law  is  being  drafted  that 
would  end  Utah's  distinction 

•  as  the  only  stale  to  give  death 
row  inmates  a  choice  between 
lethal  injection  and  the  firing 
squad.  The  law’s  sponsor. 
Sheryl  Allan,  is  anxious  that 
the  world  should  look  on  Utah 
“positively,  as  a  progressive 
state",  as  it  celebrates  its 
centenary  and  prepares  to 
host  the  2002  Winter  Olym¬ 


pics.  But  as  prison  guards 
stack  sandbags  behind  the 
chair,  death  penalty  oppo¬ 
nents  have  descended  on  Salt 
Lake  City  to  find  local  opinion 
largely  against  them  and  a 
prisoner  determined  to  die. 

Taylor.  36.  has  admitted 
breaking  into  the  house  where 
Charia  King  lived  until  1989, 
but  denies  killing  her  even 
though  his  fingerprints  were 
found  near  her  body.  Last 
month  he  dismissed  his  law¬ 
yers,  dropped  all  appeals  and 
demanded  to  be  shot  so  as  not 
to  “flop  around  like  a  dying 
fish"  under  a  lethal  injection. 
The  move  sent  officials  at  the 


Taylor  raped  and 
killed  girl  12 


Utah  Department  or  Correc¬ 
tions  scrambling  to  improvise 
the  building  of  a  firing  range 
and  the  recniitmem  of  five 
marksmen. 

A  disused  warehouse  in  the 
main  state  prison  25  miles 
south  of  Salt  Lake  City  has 
been  equipped  with  one-way 
mirrors  for  observers  and 
plywood  partitions  for  the 
firing  squad.  Officials  were 
deluged  with  offers  from 
marksmen,  including  a  letter 
signal'  by  an  entire  US  Army 
platoon  stationed  at  Fort 
Bragg.  North  Carolina. 

The  firing  squad  will  consist 
of  local  police  volunteers.  One 
rifle  will  be  loaded  with 
blanks.  Yesterday  they  prac¬ 
tised  firing  in  unison  on 
command.  The  gunmen 
appear  to  have  the  support  of 
most  of  this  deeply  conserva¬ 
tive  state. 

Taylor’S  decision  has  never¬ 
theless  proved  awkward  for 
the  Mormon  Church,  which 
dominates  Utah  life.  Crimi¬ 
nologists  have  speculated  that 
behind  his  sudden  demand  for 
a  firing  squad  is  an  andent 
Mormon  belief  in  “blood 
atonement",  without  which 
church  members  who  have 
sinned  cannot  be  forgiven  nor 
rise  through  the  many  levels  of 
heaven  in  the  afterlife.  Church 
elders  have  denied  strongly 
that  blood  atonement  is  a  part 


of  their  theology,  and  have 
pointed  out  that  Taylor  recent¬ 
ly  converted  to  Catholicism. 
He  has  been  a  Mormon  for 
most  of  his  life  however. 

Taylor's  death  warrant  has 
been  signed,  and  only  a  feder¬ 
al  appeal  from  the  prisoner 
can  prevent  his  execution.  He 
has  vowed  to  make  no  further 
appeals,  but  human  rights 
lawyers  are  petitioning  state 
politicians  and  holding  a  se¬ 
ries  of  press  conferences  and 
vigils  in  an  attempt  to  prevent 
what  they  see  as  a  barbaric 
step.  A  firing  squad  “lays  bare 
the  brutality  of  capital  punish¬ 
ment".  Joe  Baker,  of  Amnesty 
International,  said. 

Charia  King's  mother  ech¬ 
oed  more  closely  the  feelings  of 
a  nation  that  has  seldom  been 
less  tolerant  of  violent  crime. 
“I  don't  want  his  execution.” 
she  said  on  national  television 
on  Tuesday.  "1  need  if 
□  Jarratt,  Virginia:  Richard 
Townes.  45.  who  maintained 
his  innocence  to  the  end,  was 
executed  by  injection  for  the 
1985  robbery  and  murder  of  a 
22-year-old  woman  shop  assis¬ 
tant  “I'm  innocent.  That's  all  I 
have  to  say.  I'm  innocent."  he 
said  in  a  last  statement 
Witnesses  said  the  execution 
was  delayed  22  minutes 
because  of  difficulties  in  find¬ 
ing  suitable  veins  for  the 
injection.  (Reuler) 


The  Original 


LAST  4  DAYS 

Ends  Sunday  28th 
January  in  most  stores 

See  below  for  further  details* 

A  FURTHER 
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prices 

Womenswear, 
Childrenswear,  Accessories, 
Menswear  and  Home 


IS 


THE  DIFFERENCE  IS 

DEB  EW  HAMS 


♦Open  Sunday  28th  January  hi  stores  listed  below 

Aberdeen,  Belfast.  Bolton,  Bournemouth,  Bristol,  Bromley,  Cambridge,  Canterbury,  Cardiff,  Chelmsford,  Cheltenham, 
Chester,  Colchester,  Croydon,  Derby,  Dudley,  Eastbourne,  Edinburgh,  Exeter,  Folkestone,  Glasgow,  Gloucester.  Guildford, 
Harrow.  Hull,  Ipswich,  Lakeside,  Leicester,  Leeds.  Manchester.  MeadowhaH  Middlesbrough.  Norwich.  Nottingham, 
Oldham.  Oxford  Street,  Oxford,  Plymouth,  Preston.  Reading.  Romford.  Sheffield.  Southampton.  Southend 
Soufosea,  Stockport.  Swansea,  Swfod(m.Taunton,TeHbrd,V\fa!sall,Wimbiedon. 

Prices  return  to  normal  on  Monday  29ch  January  1996. 
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MOST  OFFERS  AVAILABLE  IN  ALL  DEBENHAMS  DEPARTMENT  STORES  INCLUDING  BROWNS  OF  CHESTER. 

STOCK  SUBJECT  TO  AVAILABILITY 


Britain 
asks  Asia 
for  more 
UN  cash 


Timu,  a  female  gorilla  conceived  in  a  test  tube,  with  Dawn  Strasser,  keeper  of 
Cincinnati  Zoo  nursery.  The  animal  bom  last  October,  is  the  newest  member  of 
the  American  zoo’s  gorilla  family  and  went  on  show  for  the  first  time  on  Tuesday 

Pacific  braces  for  millennium 
storm  over  matter  of  degrees 


From  Quentin  Letts 

rN  NEW  YORK 

PACIFIC  islanders  are  squab¬ 
bling  over  the  International 
Dateline.  They  cannot  agree 
which  far-flung  piece  of  land 
will  be  first  to  see  the  sunrise 
of  the  next  millennium. 

The  argument,  which  has 
involved  the  United  Nations, 
the  Royal  Greenwich  Obser¬ 
vatory  and  much  flexing  of 
beachside  palm  trees,  might 
not  have  happened  but  for 
entrepreneurial  schemes  for 
New  Year's  Eve,  1999.  Travel 
agents  have  delected  a  market 

for  “we-were-firsWo-see-m- 
the-new-miltennium"  parties 
and  are  scouring  the  Pacific 
for  thefirst  landfall  west  of  the 
dateline.  The  agreed  venue 
will  make  a  fortune. 

The  search  has  been  compli¬ 
cated  by  the  decision  of  some 
islanders  to  “move"  the  date¬ 
line.  The  tiny  nation  of 
Kiribati,  formerly  the  Gilbert. 
Phoenix  and  Line  island 
groups,  has  angered  its  Pacific 
neighbours  by  moving  part  of 


the  line  to  its  eastern  extrem¬ 
ity.  Caroline  Island.  The  little- 
noticed  move  was  a  key  item 
in  the  1993  political  manifesto 
of  President  Tte  buroro  Tito 
and  solved  the  problems 
which  beset  Kiribati  when  it 
was  split  by  the  dateline;  It 
was,  formerly,  a  bold  man 
who  used  the  word  “today"  in 
Kirihattan  society. 

Nearby  Tbnga,  which  was 
happily  expecting  to  be  venue 
far  foe  Lucrative  parties,  thinks 
that  Kiribati  has  pulled  a  fast 
one.  The  King  of  Tonga  is  not 
happy.  The  international 
Dateline  Hotel  in  thelbogan 


town  of  Nukualofa  not  only 
feces  an  unwanted  name 
change,  it  may  also  lose  foe 
bookings  it  has  taken  for  the 
turn  of  the  millennium.  There 
is  similar  dismay  in  foe  Chat¬ 
ham  Islands,  and  on  New 
Zealand’s  North  Island,  where 
foe  town  of  Gisborne  was 
limbering  up  for  the  big  night 
with  the  argument  foat  west  of 
.  foe' line  it  is  foe  first  place  wifo 
good  bars.  Gisborne  District 
Council  was  planning  aparty 
atop  a  mountain  which  has 
early  views  of  the- sunrise.  . 

As  a  result  of  foe  presiden¬ 
tial  -manoeuvre,  however, 
Kiribati  will  now  see.  foe 
millennium^  dawn  22  .  mfrF 
utes  before  the  Chafoams.  aM 
a  humiliating  80  minutes  ’ be¬ 
fore  Tonga.  U  • 

The  Royal-  Greenwich  Ol£ 
servatory  and  cartographers 
have  accepted  Kiribati's  line 
change,  and:  appeals  to -foe 
United  Nations  nave  met  with 
foe  response  that  the  dateline, 
decided  by  an  international 
conference  in  1884.  is  beyond 
its  controL,  .  ’• 


From  James  Bone 

IN  NEW  YORK 

WITH  foe  United  Nations 
faring  financial  collapse.  Brit¬ 
ain  unveiled  a  proposal  yester¬ 
day  foal  would  make  emerg¬ 
ing  economic  powers  in  Asia 
and  Latin  America  pay 
a  bigger  share  of  fob 
organisation’s  costs. 

The  British  plan,  which  has 
foe  backing  of  foe  whole 
European  Union,  aims  to  save 
the  UN  from  a  looming  bank¬ 
ruptcy  caused  by  the  refusal  of 

foe  United  States  to  pay  its  full 
share  of  peacekrapmg  costs. 

To  foe  fury  of  other  UN 
members,  the  US  Congress 
has  unilaterally  cut  America’s 
peacekeeping  contribution 
from  31  per  cent  of  the  total  to 
2a  per  cent  —  foe  same  as  it 
pays  to  foe  general  UN 
budget 

UN  officials  predict  that  the 
organisation  will  run  out  of 
cash  some  time  in  April  and 
will  have  to  start  borrowing 
again  -from  peacekeeping 
funds,  which  are  meant  to  be 
distributed  to  countries  that 
send  troops  on  UN  duty 
abroad. 

The  British  plan  calls  for  a 
change  in  foe  scale  of  assess¬ 
ments  foat  fixes  each  country  *$ 
UN  contribution  according  to 
its  gross  national  product  The 
proposal  cuts  foe  UN  contri¬ 
bution  of  about  120  of  its  185 
manbers,  ensuring  it  will 
receive  widespread  support- 

Russia,  for  instance,  would 
see  its  1997  UN  dues  fell  from 
427  per  cent  to  1.96  per  cent  to 
reflect  its  economic  decline.  Its 
peacekeeping  contribution 
would  go  from  53  per  cent  to 
236  per  cent 

America  would  continue  to 
pay  25  per  cent  of  the  regular 
UN  budget,  but  its  peacekeep¬ 
ing  dues  would  fell  from  about 
31  per  cent  to  28.75  per  cent. 

Japan  would  find  its  UN 
contribution  rising  from 
15.65  per  cent  to  17J77  per  cent 
Emerging  economies,  such  as 
those  of  China,  Singapore, 
Thailand^  Mexico.  Chile  and 
Argentina,  would  also  have  a 
sharp  increase  in  UN  dues. 

B roam's  contribution  to  foe 
UN  regular  budget  would 
shrink  slightly  from  532  per 
cent  to  529  per  cent,  with  its 
peacekeeping  dues  felling 
from  6:6  per  cent  to  6.08  per 
oent  Wifo  Btitam  now  payihg 
about  $250  ritiflkai  a  year,  m 
■  UN  ,  dues. . : :  foe  ■ proposed 
changes  could  be  expected  to 
save  foe  -  British  -  taxpayer 
about  $1  million  a  year. 

’  British  officials  hope  -the 
plan  will  help  to  break  foe 
damagjng-jSnmrcfal  deadlock 
betwem  America  and  foe UN 
tiy-  starting  a  negotiation  on 
'  reducing  the  level  df  Washing¬ 
ton*  dues. 

.-•  The  debate,  is  likely  to 
culminate  in  foe  summer  with 
a  foe  UN  ^General  Assembly 
discussing  a  deal  .'.twinning 
financial  rchaiiges  with  cost¬ 
cutting  reforms. 


Soldier 
sacked  for 
refusing 
UN  duty 

From  Tom  Rhodes  • 

IN  WASHINGTON 


A  HERO  to  many  in  the 
American  heartland.  Michael 
New  was  dismissed  yesterday 
in  disgrace  by  the  United 
States  Army  after  refusing  to 
serve  under  any  flag  other 
than  his  own.  . 

Specialist  New,  22.  an  army 
medic  based  in  Germany,  is 
the  first  American  serviceman 
to  be  court- martialled  for  foil¬ 
ing  to  wear  United  Nations 
insignia  on  his  uniform  and 
accept  a  posting  to  Macedonia 
last  year  under  UN  command. 

New  —  who  has  been  busy 
bolstering  the  Republican 
presidential  campaign  of  foe 
commentator  Pat  Buchanan — 
has  staunchly  refused  to 
change  hfs  position  since  the 
unit  was  dispatched  to  the 
Serbian  border.  He  now  faces 
a  maximum  of  six  months  in 
prison,  a  dishonourable  dis¬ 
charge  and  a  loss  of  pay. 

The  tribunal  at  Leighton 
Army  Barracks  in  Wurzburg 
took  only  two  days  to  find  him 
guilty  of  disobeying  an  order. 
His  act  of  resistance  has  been 
foe  staple  diet  of  talk  shows 
and,  although  largely  ignored 
by  foe  mainstream,  foe  case 
has  made  headlines  in  small 
papers  and  conservative  news¬ 
letters  throughout  America. 
Supporters  have  printed 
“Michael  New  For  President" 
stickers,  and  militia  leaders 
celebrate  his  name  as  they 
bum  the  UN  flag. 

On  the  campaign  trail.  Mr 
Buchanan  has  gained  over¬ 
whelming  applause  for  citing 
New  as  an  example  of  an 
individual  fighting  foe  terrors 
of  world  government- 
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State  of  the  Union  speech  praises  ‘a  wonderful  wife,  magnificent  mother  and  great  First  Lady’ 


Clinton  claims  the 


centre  ground  to 
upset  Republicans 


From  Martin  Fletcher  in  Washington 


DISGRUNTLED  Republi¬ 
cans  accused  President  Clin¬ 
ton  of  purloining  their  best 
issues  yesterday  as  opinion 
polls  and  pundits  agreed  he 
had  won  the  first  big  battle  of 
the  1996  election  with  a  mas¬ 
terful  State  of  the  Union 
speech  on  Tuesday  night 

Nearly  half  the  country 
watched  cm  television  as  Mr 
Clinton  used  his  hour-long 
address  to  Congress  to  seize 
the  centre  ground,  blur  his 
ideological  differences  with 
the  Republicans  and  distance 
himself  from  Democratic  or¬ 
thodoxies.  He  twee  declared: 
"The  era  of  big  government  is 
over." 

Robert  Dole.  Mr  Clinton's 
probable  opponent  this  Nov¬ 
ember.  selected  himself  to 
deliver  his  party's  formal  re¬ 
sponse.  He  used  it  to  reinforce 
his  shaky  credentials  as  a 
conservative  "revolutionary'’ 
and  highlight  the  very  ideolog¬ 
ical  differences  Mr  Clinton 
sought  to  minimise. 

"We  have  starkly  different 
philosophies  of  government 
and  profoundly  different  vi¬ 
sions  of  America.”  the  72-year- 
old  Senate  leader  insisted.  Mr 
Clinton  believed  in  “more 
government,  bigger  govern¬ 
ment  and  more  meddlesome 
government”  and  was  “almost 


the  last  public  defender  of  a 
discredited  status  quo”. 

Most  agreed  that  Mr  Clin¬ 
ton  won  this  inaugural  en¬ 
counter.  Even  some  Republi¬ 
cans  criticised  Mr  Dole’s 
unconvincing  delivery. 

“President  Clinton  can  fake 
a  compelling  vision  while 
Senator  Dole  is  too  decent  to 
try  to  fake  a  vision  he  clearly 
does  nor  have.”  said  Lamar 
Alexander,  a  rival  for  the 
presidential  nomination.  Pat 


Clinton:  “The  era  of  big 
government  is  over” 


Buchanan,  another  rival,  said: 
‘To  beat  this  guy  we  had 
better  have  an  authentic  con¬ 
servative.” 

Newt  Gingrich,  the  House 
Speaker,  conceded  it  was  “the 
President’s  night”  but  accused 
Mr  Clinton  of  “talking  like 
Ronald  Reagan"  while  " gov¬ 
erning  like  Lyndon  Johnson". 
President  Johnson  was  the 
architect  of  the  “Great  Society” 
programmes  that  Republicans 
now  seek  to  dismantle. 

A  CBS  television  poll 
showed  69  per  cent  approval 
□f  Mr  Clinton'S  speech,  and  by 
49  per  cent  to  34  per  cent 
respondents  said  that  the  Pres¬ 
ident  understood  their  needs 
best.  An  ABC  television  poll 
gave  the  speech  a  75  per  cent 
approval  rating  with  51  per 
cent  preferring  Mr  Clinton’s 
vision  and  2S  per  cent  backing 
the  Republicans. 

State  of  the  Union  addresses 
always  make  compelling  the¬ 
atre.  and  this  began  with  Mr 
Clinton  handing  Mr  Gingrich 
a  spoof  text  of  his  speech, 
reading:  “Thank  you,  and 
good  night”  That  was  what 
Mr  Gingrich  had  earlier  told 
reporters  he  wanted  to  hear. 

Bur  the  emotional  high 
point  came  when  the  President 
praised  his  embattled  wife. 
Hillary,  who  has  been  subpoe¬ 


President  calls  Hollywood 
summit  on  screen  violence 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


PRESIDENT  CLINTON  has 
called  a  Hollywood  summit  at 
the  White  House  to  improve 
the  moral  content  of  Ameri- 

entertainment.  thus 


can 


wresting  one  of  the  most 
popular  Republican  themes 
from  his  opponents  in 
Congress. 

In  his  State  of  the  Union 
speech.  Mr  Clinton  said  he 
would  invite  film  and  tele¬ 
vision  producers,  as  well  as 
those  involved  in  the  music 
industry,  to  meet  In  Washing¬ 
ton  next  month  and  create  a 
Hollywood  free  of  violence 
and  acceptable  to  young 
America. 

“I  want  media  companies  to 
create  movies.  CDs  and  tele¬ 
vision  shows  you  would  want 
your  own  children  and  grand¬ 
children  to  enjoy,”  he  said.  “I 
want  them  to  work  with  us  on 
concrete  ways  to  improve 
what  our  children  see  on 
television.” 

In  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
steal  the  thunder  from  Robert 
Dole,  the  Republican  current¬ 


ly  Mr  Clinton's  chief  rival  for 
the  presidency  this  year,  the 
President  gained  an  immedi¬ 
ate  response  from  senior  exec¬ 
utives  at  broadcast  networks 
who  said  they  could  not  rum 
down  such  an  opportunity. 

Last  year  Mr  Dole 
launched  a  fierce  attack  on  the 
moral  fabric  of  Hollywood, 
which  he  said  had  shrouded 
America  in  nightmares  of 
depravity,  violence  and  sex. 
“A  line  has  been  crossed."  Mr 
Dole  said  at  a  fundraising 
address  in  Los  Angeles.  “It  is 
crossed  every  time  sexual 
violence  is  given  a  catchy 
tune;  when  teen  suicide  is  set 
to  an  appealing  beak  when 
Hollywood  dream  factories 
turn  out  nightmares  of 
depravity.” 

Citing  the  films  Natural 
Bom  Killers  and  True  Ro¬ 
mance.  as  well  as  the  music  of 
Cannibal  Corpse.  Geto  Boys 
and  2  Live  Crew  for  their 
depictions  of  mindless  vio¬ 
lence  and  loveless  sex.  Mr 
Dole  had  made  particular 


mention  of  the  conglomerate 
Time  Warner  for  its  distribu¬ 
tion  of  gangsta  rap  music. 

The  company  has  long  been 
a  target  of  attack  from  die 
Right  for  its  production  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  of  the  album 
Cop  Killer,  a  violent  rap 
against  the  police  force  by  the 
black  artist.  Ice  T. 

Mr  Clinton's  campaign 
both  in  1992  and  this  year  is 
well  supported  by  the  liberal 
establishment  in  Hollywood. 
The  President  who  counts 
Barbra  Streisand  and  Steven 
Spielberg  as  dose  personal 
friends,  is  likely  to  gain  for 
greater  support 

Bui  TV  executives  were 
sceptical  about  the  long-term 
success  of  the  meeting.  One 
said:  “Of  course,  well  take 
him  up  on  his  offer.  How  can 
you  ever  turn  down  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  discuss  an  important 
issue  with  the  President  But 
say  we  reach  an  accommoda¬ 
tion  with  Bill  Clinton,  would 
that  ever  be  enough  for  Bob 
Dole?” 
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Hillary  and  Chelsea  Clinton  watch  the  arrival  of  President  Clinton  in  the  House  Chamber  on  Capitol  Hill  to  deliver  his  State  of  the  Union  address 


naed  to  appear  before  a  White- 
water  grand  jury  tomorrow. 
Departing  from  his  text,  he 
looked  up  to  the  gallery  and 
called  her  "a  wonderful  wife,  a 
magnificent  mother  and  a 
great  First  Lady”.  Democrats 
cheered.  Republicans  stayed 
mostly  silent  —  the  presence  of 
Chelsea  Clinton,  the  Clintons* 
daughter,  perhaps  deterring 
stronger  signs  of  disapproval. 

Mr  Clinton's  speech  was  a 


brilliant  exercise  in  political 
positioning.  Seeking  to  deny 
the  Republicans'  potent 
“wedge”  issues  in  November, 
he  embraced  their  broad 
themes  of  smaller  govern¬ 
ment  personal  responsibility, 
welfare  reform,  family  values, 
law  and  order,  and  curbs  on 
illegal  immigration. 

With  the  public  disgusted  at 
Washington's  endless  parti¬ 
san  wrangling,  Mr  Clinton 


posed  as  a  concilia ror,  prais¬ 
ing  the  Republicans  for  the 
■‘determination”  with  which 
they  were  battling  to  balance 
the"  budget.  The  Republicans 
refused  to  join  the  applause 
when  he  insisted  a  deal  was  in 
reach,  reinforcing  their  image 
of  rigid  ideologues. 

Mr  Clinton  took  stands  only 
where  he  was  sure  of  public 
support,  condemning  Republi¬ 
can  cuts  in  environmental 


programmes,  demanding  pol¬ 
itical  reform  to  curb  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  big  money,  and  vowing 
to  protect  health  insurance 
programmes  for  the  poor. 

Mr  Dole’s  reply  seemed 
directed  primarily  at  Republi¬ 
can  primary  voters.  Despite  35 
years  in  Washington,  he  blast¬ 
ed  “the  elites  in  charge  |who| 
don’t  believe  what  the  people 
believe  in”,  claimed  America 
had  been  “hijacked  by  liber¬ 


als”.  and  defended  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Right. 

He  laid  out  his  presidential 
platform,  saying  “we  mu>t 
rein  in  our  runaway  Govern¬ 
ment.  return  power  to  the 
people,  reduce  the  tax  burden 
restore  justice  and  put  faith 
once  again  in  the  basic  good¬ 
ness.  widsom  and  self-reliance 
of  our  people”. 
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Spinal  discord  □  Asthma  alert  □  Pregnancy  warning 

Beating  back  pain 


NEIL  SUMMERS  had  been 
commissioned  in  the  Royal  Ma¬ 
rines  and  was  looking  forward 
to  life  as  a  regular  officer  when 
his  career  was  cut  short  by 
ankylosing  spondylitis. 

Ankylosing  spondylitis  is  an 
inflammatory  disease  which  at¬ 
tacks  the  joints  of  the  spine,  the 
sacroiliac  joint  where  the  spine 
joins  the  pelvis,  and  sometimes 
the  larger  limb  joints.  Very 

occasionally  it  involves  other 
joints  too.  The  inflammatory 
process  is  not  confined  to  joints, 
as  the  eyes  are  affected  in  one 
third  of  all  patients  with  anky¬ 
losing  spondylitis,  who  develop 
iritis.  More  rarely,  the  disease 
involves  the  heart  the  aorta. 


MEDICAL 

BRIEFING 

—  ♦  .  . 

Dr  Thomas 

Stuttaford 


and  very 


unusually  causes  fibrosis  in  the  lungs. 

Ankylosing  spondylitis  affeds  men  three 
times  as  often  as  women  and.  as  in  Mr 
Summers's  case,  usually  strikes  when  they 
are  still  young.  The  first  symptoms  have 
nearly  always  become  apparent  before  the 
patient  is  40. 

The  disease  runs  in  families  and  attacks 
those  who  have  a  particular  tissue  type.  HLA 
B27  positive.  These  patients  are  also  liable  to 
suffer  Reiter's  syndrome,  which  has  many 
similar  characteristics. 

When  Mr  Summers,  who  is  now  32,  left  the 
Royal  Marines,  he  obtained  degrees  in 
physical  training  and  physiology  before 
working  in  Japan.  His  back  was  giving  rise 
to  increasing  pain  and.  as  with  many 
patients  with  ankylosing  spondylitis,  he 
found  that  his  spine  was  becoming  fixed, 
inflexible  and  increasingly  bent 

While  in  Japan,  he  was  struck  by  the 
Japanese  habit  of  having  a  stretch  break 
from  the  office  routine.  At  an  appointed  lime; 
the  office  supervisor  rings  a  bell  and  all  the 
staff  desert  their  computers  to  have  a  good 
stretch,  rather  in  the  way  a  cat  or  dog  will 
stretch  in  front  of  a  fire. 

Mr  Summers  started  stretching  himself 
and  noticed  that  when  he  did  so,  his  stoop 
became  less  pronounced  and  the  pain  in  his 


back  was  eased.  The  natural 
tendency  with  ankylosing  spon¬ 
dylitis.  and  many  other  causes 
of  backache,  is  to  lean  forward 
as  this  usually  lessens  die  pain. 
Traditional  physiotherapy  aims 
to  strengthen  the  muscles  which 
maintain  a  straight  bade. 

Haring  discovered  the  value 
of  stretching,  Mr  Summers’s 
next  ambition  was  to  design  a 
curved  rack  on  which  he  could 
lie  on  the  floor  for  a  couple  of 
minutes  a  day.  so  as  to  straight¬ 
en  out  his  spine.  Once  he  started 
to  use  the  bade  stretcher,  he 
noticed  that  the  pain  eased, 
spinal  flexibility  increased  and 
that  he  stood  more  erect 
Mr  Summers’s  wooden  bade  stretcher  is 
now  marketed  in  this  country  as  well  as  in 
Japan,  and  is  claimed  to  have  helped 
sufferers  with  a  wide  variety  of  types  of 
backache.  The  rack  may  look,  Mr  Summers 
admits,  like  an  instrument  of  torture,  but  it  is 
a  well-designed  and  comfortable  bed  rest 
Although  die  back  stretcher  eases  bade, 
pain  for  many  of  those  who  use  it  others  are 
inevitably  left  with  discomfort  of  varying 
severity.  These  people  may  find  relief  by 
using  a  TENS  —  transcutaneous  electrical 
nerve  stimulation  —  machine.  TENS  ma¬ 
chines  supply  tiny  electrical  impulses  to 
subcutaneous  nerves,  creating  impasses 
which  block  the  transmission  of  messages 
conveying  pain  to  the  brain,  so  the  patient's 
discomfort  is  relieved  without  drugs. 

Another  type  of  machine  using  electrical 
impulses  is  the  X  Pain  device,  designed  by 
Dr  Alexander  Macdonald.  With  this  mach¬ 
ine.  Ihe  electrodes  are  applied  to  the  spine 
rather  than  the  peripheral  skin.  One  elec¬ 
trode  is  placed  above  the  top  of  the  shoulders 
at  the  level  of  the  first  thoradc  vertebrae,  the 
other  on  the  level  of  the  10th  to  12th  thoradc 
vertebrae,  just  below  the  level  of  a  bra  strap. 

The  Macdonald  X  Pain  has  the  advantage 
of  giving  longer  relief  from  shorter  periods  of 
treatment.  With  repeated  use.  the  pain-free 
period  increases  in  length. 


•  Details  of  the  different  types  of  TENS  machine  may  be  obtained  from  the  National  Back 
Pain  Association,  16  Elm  Tree  Road,  Teddington,  Middlesex  TWlJ  SAT,  which  also  provides 
comprehensive  advice  on  all  aspects  of  back  pain.  The  Macdonald  X  Pain  machine  is 
marketed  by  APR  Medical  UK.  Castlegare.  Clitheroe  BB7  IAD  (01200  444449)  and  the  back 
stretcher  by  Enanef  and  Co,  63  New  Inn  Lane.  Guildford  GU4  7HT  (01483 33776). 


When  sedation  is  a 
danger  to  asthmatics 

AS  ASTHMA  tends  to  be 
worse  when  a  patient  is  tense 
and  anxiqus  it  always  seemed 
reasonable  to  suppose  that 
some  form  of  sedation  might 
help  them,  and  lessen  the 
danger  of  an  asthmatic 
attack. 

Recent  research,  published  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal  by  doctors  working  at  the 
McGill  University  in  Montreal,  shows  that 
this  is  not  so.  Simple  sedatives  of  the  type 
which  might  be  prescribed  to  help  a  patient 
through  a  transient  crisis  doubled  the  rate  of 
respiratory  collapse  severely  enough  to 
endanger  the  life,  or  even  to  cause  death,  in 
the  patient  with  asthma. 

Even  more  striking  was  the  effect  of  the 
major  tranquillisers  used  in  the  treatment  of 
schizophrenia  or  in  patients  who  have 
schizophrenic-type  symptoms.  When  these 
drugs  —  such  as  Largacril  and  its  successors 
—  were  prescribed,  the  number  of  patients 
who  were  dangerously  ill.  or  died,  as  a 
result  of  the  asthmatic  attack  tripled. 
However.the  use  of  antidepressant  drugs 
did  not  affect  the  death  rate  in  asthmatic 
patients. 


Epilepsy  drug 
danger  to  unborn 

THE  foetal  alcohol  syndrome 
is  well  known.  Women  who 
are  heavy  drinkers  and  who 
have  a  baby  may  find  that 
their  child  is  bom  slightly 
mentally  retarded  and  with, 
classically,  a  pixie-type  face. 
Less  well  known  is  the  effect 
occasionally  seen  of  taking  sodium  valproate 
(Epilim)  when  pregnant  This  drug  is  used 
extensively  to  treat  many  different  types  of 
epilepsy. 

Taking  it  when  pregnant  can  produce 
neural  tube  defects  which  give  rise  in  the 
child  to  a  characteristic  syndrome,  named  the 
foetal  valproate  syndrome.  The  baby  has  an 
unusually  high  forehead,  poor  sight  and 
hearing,  a  flattened  nose  and  usually  displays 
some  mental  retardation. 

General  Practitioner  magazine  reports 
that  15  parents  with  children  affected  by 
sodium  valproate  are  taking  court  action 
against  their  family  doctors,  and  another  45 
against  hospital  specialists-  The  parents 
claim  that  they  were  not  warned  adequately 
of  possible  dangers  to  the  unborn  baby  if  an 
epileptic  takes  sodium  valproate  when  she  is 
pregnant. 
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END. 


SALE  ENDS  SATURDAY  JANUARY  27TH  9AM  TO  7PM. 
Saturday  is  the  last  day  of  the  Harrods  Sale  and  there  will  be  fiirthcr 
reduc lions  on  selected  sale  merchandise  throughout  the  store. 

Pmonal  shoppers  only.  Subject  to  availability. 


SALE  OPENING  HOURS: 

Today  and  Tomorrow  Warn  io  7pm.  Saturday  27th  9am  to  7pm. 
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Burt  Lancaster  and  Deborah  Kerr  in  From  Here  to  Eternity.  Not  only  do  women  benefit  from  promiscuity  but  there  is  a  biological  case  for  affairs 

In  praise  of  infidelity 


Bar-room  chat  will 
never  be  the  same. 
A  new  book  prom¬ 
ises  to  revolutionise 
the  way  we  think  about  sex  in 
general,  and  in  particular  the 
diche  of  the  promiscuous, 
stud-like  male  and  the  more 
docile,  faithful  female. 

In  fact,  female  promiscuity’ 
and  infidelity  lie  at  the  heart  of 
sexual  behaviour,  according  to 
the  biologist  Dr  Robin  Baker, 
a  reader  in  zoology  at 
Manchester  University  and 
author  of  a  book  published 
next  month.  Sperm  Wars: 
infidelity,  sexual  conflict  and 
other  bedroom  battles. 

Not  only  do  women  benefit 
from  a  degree  of  promiscuity, 
but  the  book  also  makes  a 
biological  case  for  women 
having  secret  affairs.  If  a 
woman  has  a  stable  relation¬ 
ship  but  can  become  impreg¬ 
nated  by  a  male  with  better 
genes  than  her  regular  part¬ 
ner.  then  she  increases  the 
chances  of  producing  success¬ 
ful  children. 

Whatever  women  may  say 
when  they  have  an  affair,  they 
do  all  the  things  that  make 
pregnancy  more  possible. 
They  reach  sperm-retaining 
orgasms,  avoid  the  issue  of 
contraception  and  often  have 
sex  when  they  are  most  fertile. 

Sperm-retaining  orgasms 
are  crucial.  Dr  Baker"  says. 
They  are  not  essential  for 
conception  but  in  Dr  Baker's 
new  scenario,  orgasms  are 
rital  in  mating  with  a  success¬ 
ful  male. 


Leading  biologist  Dr  Robin  Baker  tells  Rachel  Kelly 
that  a  desire  to  have  secret  affairs  increases  a  woman’s 
chances  of  producing  successful  children 


How  does  he  know?  By 
reading  a  1989  survey  of  4,000 
women  conducted  jointly  by 
Company  magazine  and  Dr 
Mark  Beilis,  formerly  of 
Manchester  University,  and 
by  more  recent  joint  work 
analysing  the  orgasms  and 
sperm  intake  of  11  couples  over 
several  years. 

His  research  found  that 
when  a  woman  readies  or¬ 
gasm.  the  entrance  of  her 
cervix  dips  down  into  the  area 
at  the  top  of  the  vagina  known 
as  the  seminal  pool.  If  it 
contains  semen,  then  far  more 
of  it  is  likely  to  be  sucked  into 
her  reproductive  tract 

Having  an  orgasm  at  the 
same  time  as  her  partner,  or 
immediately  after  him.  in¬ 
creases  the  intake  of  sperm. 
With  a  regular  partner  a 
woman  is  more  likely  to  reach 
orgasm  first,  so  more  of  ftis 
sperm  are  lost  in  flowback. 
However,  in  an  affair  a  wom¬ 
an's  orgasm  tends  to  be  either 
simultaneous  or  after  the  man, 
both  of  which  entourage  high 
sperm  retention  and  con¬ 
ception. 

Moreover,  she  is  likely  to  be 
impregnated  by  sperm  of  a 
higher  quality,  ff  a  woman  has 
sex  with  two  men  within  a 
week,  both  of  their  ejaculates 
nuy  be  alive  within  her  repro¬ 


ductive  tract  at  the  same  time. 
Which  of  them  will  fertilise 
any  egg  she  produces  will 
depend  on  the  competitive 
ability  of  their  sperm. 

Thus  the  “sperm  war"  of  the 
book's  title.  The  sperm  from 
rival  males  will  compete  to 
fertilise  the  egg  first  and 
prevent  the  other  from  getting 
there.  The  competitive  edge  of 
a  male's  sperm  becomes  a  vital 


The  sperm 
from  rival 
males  will 
compete 
for  the  egg 


part  of  his  overall  reproductive 
ability  and  of  his  biological 
“fitness".  By  provoking  the 
sperm  war  by  her  infidelity,  a 
woman  ensures  that  she  is 
fertilised  by  the  fittest  male. 
Her  children  will  inherit  their 
father's  abilities  so  she  will 
have  fitter  offspring. 

Given  the  potential  biologi¬ 
cal  advantages  of  having  an 
affair,  why  don't  all  women  do 
so?  Blood-group  studies  have 


shown  that  around  10  per  cent 
of  children  are  not  fathered  by 
their  legitimate  lathers,  fig¬ 
ures  which  have  been  en¬ 
dorsed  since  1991  and 
validated  by  the  introduction 
of  the  Child  Support  Agency. 
Cheap  DNA  finger-printing 
was  developed  for  fathers  who 
questioned  whether  a  child 
was  theirs. 

Higher  social  status  women 
with  successful  husbands  are 
less  likely  to  have  affairs.  In 
contrast,  two  studies  in  tower- 
block  communities,  one  in 
Liverpool  and  one  in  the  South 
East,  show  that  30  per  cent  of 
children  are  illegitimate. 

The  reasons  are  obvious. 
Higher  status  women  have 
potentially  more  to  lose  by 
having  an  affair.  They  ccfald 
be  abandoned  by  their  existing 
partner  if  he  were  to  find  out, 
or  face  passible  aggression  if 
he  were  to  stay.  In  addition,  all 
involved  risk  catching  a  sexu¬ 
ally  transmitted  disease.  But 
all  women  can  benefit  from  a 
secret  affair,  which  ensures  all 
the  advantages  and  none  of 
the  disadvantages. 

The  most  hopeful  implica¬ 
tion  is  that  the  work  of  fertilily 
clinics  will  be  revolutionised. 
At  present  10  per  cent  of  men 
and  women  are  sub-fertile  and 
have  problems  conceiving. 


“My  work  on  the  way  that 
sperm  fight  to  fertilise  the  egg 
—  with  some  sperm  designed 
to  sacrifice  themselves  and 
destroy  sperm  from  other 
males  that  may  be  in  the 
woman's  body  —  should  help 
clinics  understand  more  about 
the  ejaculate.”  Dr  Baker  says. 
“Fermily  clinics  find  it  difficult 
to  identify  fertile  and  infertile 
males.  This  could  help.” 

Dr  Baker  is  careful  to  avoid 
any  moral  conclusions.  “I’m 
not  saying  whether  it's  right  or 
wrong  to  have  affairs.”  he 
says.  “I’m  not  trying  to  provide 
a  biological  excuse  for  people 
who  are  having  affairs.  I  am 
just  seeking  to  explain  people's 
behaviour.” 

Has  his  research 
affected  him  per¬ 
sonally?  The  51- 
year-old  aca¬ 
demic  lives  with  his  partner, 
the  writer  Elizabeth  Oram,  in 
MandieStef  and  he  has  five 
children,  three  grown-up  sons 
by  his  first  wife,  and  two 
younger  children  by  his  sec¬ 
ond.  “f  think  char  it  has  made 
me  more  cynical  about  peo¬ 
ple’s  behaviour. 

“People  might  think  having 
an  affair  is  ail  about  romance, 
but  I  tend  to  think.  'Well, 
actually,  what  you're  saying  is 
that  you’re  trying  to  collect 
some  better  sperm  from  some¬ 
body  else'." 

•  Sperm  Wary,  infidelity,  sexual 
conflict  and  other  bedroom  battles 
is  published  by  Fourth  Estate  on 
February  14.  price  £7.99. 


Sandy  Bisp  reports  on  the  saving  of  Alice  Plunkett’s  ear 


Alice  Plunkett  one  of 
our  most  promising 
young  riders,  won 
against  the  odds  in  her  first 
poinHo  point  of  the  season  at 
the  weekend,  even  though  her 
horse  didn't  come  first.  She 
was  just  happy  to  be  riding 
again  eight  weeks  after  a  fall 
in  which  her  left  ear  was 
severed  b>  her  horse's  hoof. 

Alice  had  no  idea  what  had 
happened.  “A  friend  with  me 
saw  it  happen.  She  just  said 
•you've  cut  tout  ear  a  bit',  and 
1  put  her  scared  look  down  to 
the  blood.  (  found  out  later 
that  an  ambulanceman  had 
picked  up  my  ear  and  packed 
it  in  ice.  On  the  way  to  the 
hospital  my  neck  was  taped  to 
the  stretcher." 

Alice  then  underwent  a 
four-hour  operation  to  re¬ 
attach  her  ear  at  the  Raddiffe 
Infirmary.  Oxford,  by  Henke 
Gide.  ah  Australian  plastic 
surgeon,  and  11m  Goodacre. 
a  consultant.  Dr  Gide  recon¬ 
nected  an  artery  a  third  of  a 
millimetre  wide  at  the  back  of 
.Alice’s  ear  to  re-establish  cir¬ 
culation  before,  as  is  custom¬ 
ary  in  micro-surgery,  drafting 
in  the  leeches.  Leech  saliva 
contains  hirudin,  a  powerful 
anti-coagulanL  As  it  feeds,  a 
leech  f aril  hates  drainage  until 
damaged  veins  can  heal  and 
takeover  as  the  circulation  is 
restored. 

A  cohort  of  20  leeches, 
supplied  by  Biopharm,  in 
Wales,  sucked  away  at  the  ear 
while  .Alice’s  horse-riding 


Healing 
habits  of 
leeches 


country  ufe 


Alice  Plunkett:  riding  again 

friends  helped  her  to  over¬ 
come  her  natural  repugnance 
by  giving  the  leeches  pet 
names.  “Becky  BlandfortL 
who  had  a  bad  riding  accident 
herself  a  couple  of  years  ago. 
was  wonderful  and  visited  me 
every  day.”  acknowledges 
Alice. 

“Others,  like  John  Fran¬ 
come  and  Marcus  Armytage. 
came  too.  1  quickly  got  used  to 
the  leeches,  but  did  scream 
when  one  fell  on  my  night¬ 
dress,  which  was  pathetic." 

The  Raddiffe  Infirmary 
stores  leeches  in  a  fridge  to 


slow  them  down:  they  have  a 
life  expectancy  of  five  years. 
When  needed,  they  can  ab¬ 
sorb  a  blood  meal  five  times 
their  three-gram  bodvwdghL 
When  sated,  they  detached 
themselves.  “Once  or  twice  I’d 
hear  a  leech  fall  into  a  box 
attached  to  my  ear  after 
feeding  for  about  15  minutes.  ” 
Alice  said. 

Her  spirits  ebbed  at  one 
point,  but  for  good  reason,  “i 
felt  awfriL  she  says.  “Then  I 
had  a  transfusion  to  replace 
the  blood  the  leeches  had 
drained  from  me." 

Before  leaving  hospital 
she  was  told  not  to 
smoke  and  to  cover  her 
ear  to  protect  it  from  extreme 
cold  for  the  weeks  it  would 
take  to  heal. 

“The  cold  could  send  blood 
vessels  into  spasm,  risking 
frost-bite.  But  even  the  really 
cold  weather  we’ve  had  hasn't 
set  back  my  recovery  or 
stopped  me  riding."  says  Al¬ 
ice.  who  simply  donned  an 
extra  woollen  hat  or  ear 
muffs. 

Now.  her  ear  is  virtually  as 
good  as  new.  “About  half  an 
inch  had  to  be  cut  off  (he  top 
rim.  1  could  have  had  plastic 
surgery,  but  it  would  have 
taken  two  months  to  heal," 
Alice  said. 

Tossing  bad;  her  brown 
mane  of  hair  to  reveal  an  ear 
which,  at  its  worst,  looked 
bruised,  she  maintains:  "I'm 
lucky  to  have  my  ear  at  ail. 
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IMPOTENCE 


CAN  BE  TREATED 
PAINLESSLY 

Heard  medical  advances  now  enable 
Our  speaafist  team  o  cater,  n  con¬ 
fidence.  geruiefy  painless  methods  o> 
treating  ttw4av»sfflg  compi*m 
For  totals  telephone.  0171-49!  &]S 
THE  IIEMCM.  CENTRE 
Weymouth  Street  London.  WIN  3FA 


Back  Pain? 

Painful  Sleep? 

Your  sleeping  posture  is  more 
important  than  you  think. 


Tendon  free  sleep  is  vital  to  your  health. 


The  Tempur  Mattress  and  Pillow  mould  to  the  body, 
resulting  in  optimum  distribution  of  pressure. 


SI.FFTOXH  FOR 
•W  MGUTS  U  I  I  fl  COMPI 
MOM.\  HACK  (A  ARAYi  Ki; 

...  you  can  only  win... 


The  Tempur  Mattress  and  Pillow  are  recommended  bv 
more  than  15.000  medical  professionals. 

_ Asfc  yr  Phydadwapja  CUnprador  or  Osteopath. 

Please  send  me  details  on  the  Tempur  Mattress  &  Pillow 


Name _ 

Address 


Phone 
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ffiumas 
1  PILLS* 


Send  empoo  in  Tempur  -  fledic 
fUM  Ud  FREEPOST  (Ha  4653) 
Qwnfert.  MkUkan  UB6  8BR 

or  call  0800  616  135 
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make 
laugh? 


ohn  Cleese  is  having  to  reshoot  the 
final  scenes  of  the  sequel  to  A  Fish  Called 
Wanda.  Quentin  Letts  explains  the 
American  obsession  with  happy  endings 


MEMO  from  Me!  Brooks  to  John 
Cleese  "Cut  the  words,  mister,  and 
add  the  sound  of  gunfire  or 
smashing  plates."  That  says  the. 
veteran  director  of  Hollywood  com- 
edies,  is  how  to  tickle  the  modem 
American  film  goer. 

Cleese  is  no  mean  comic  talent  - 
himself,  but  It  is  advice  he  may 
want  to  take  after  the  rejection  by 
trial  audiences  in  Los  Angeles  of 
his  new  film.  Fierce  Creatures. 
They  loved  the  first  half,  but  when 
die  Kevin  Kline  character  was 
bumped  off,  and  as  the  movie 
moved  towards  what  Cleese  raric 
his  "fiendishly  clever  ending"  the 
preview  audiences  stopped  laugh¬ 
ing  and  became  restive.  As  a  result 
Cleese  and  his  cast  must  reassem¬ 
ble  and  shoot  a  new  ending  for  the 
film  before  it  can  be  released. 

How  can  Cleese,  veteran  of 
Monty  Python,  Fawlty  Towers  and 
A  Fish  Called  Wanda,  ■ 
to  which  Fierce  Crea¬ 
tures  is  a  sequel,  have 
misjudged  the  comic 
balance  of  this  film? 

Have  American  comic 
tastes  changed?  Can 
fierce  Creatures  be 
salvaged? 

Mel  Brooks,  reclin¬ 
ing  in  his  office  in  Los 
Angeles,  says  "yes"  to 
the  last  two  questions. 

Brooks,  whose  hits 
have  included  The 


Langley.  "A  scene  where  the  mon¬ 
ster  threw  the  girl  into  the  water 
tor  test  audiences." 


‘Americans 
want  action 
— words 
have  no 
weight  for 
them* 


Producers.  History  of  the  World, 
Part  One  and  Blazing  Saddles, 
believes  that  American  cinema  has 
in  recent  years  lost  same  of  its 
intellectual  edge.  “You  have  to 
sugar-coat  your  message  now,”  he 
says.  "American  audiences  feel  that 
if  characters  are  only  talking, 
nothing  is  going  an.  Words  have 
no  weight  any  more."  Woody  Allen 
is  a  brilliant  exception,  but  his 
movies  are  small  beer,  financially. 

America  has  no  shortage  of  law 
common  denominators,  and  in  a 
country  of  mixed  linguistic  abilities 
and  ethnic  variety,  the  scope  for 
subtle  in-jokes  is  smaller  than  in. 
Britain.  In  recent  years  there  has 
been  some  appreciation  of  irony, 
thanks  to  the  Iip-curlingly  sarcastic 
wit  of  Roseanne  and  Frasier  on 
television,  -  but  Americans  still 
grunt  happily  at  stereotypes  and 
toe  stubbing. 

Roger  Langley,  a  rather  grandly 
titled  humour-in-the- workplace 
consultant,  from  Maryland,  says; 
"Guys  like  exploding  lavatories, 
and  women  like  puns  and  riddles. 
But  the  really  crucial  thing  about 
American  audiences  is  that  they . 
don't  want  a  downer  at  the  end  of  a 
film."  It  was  even  true  when  Boris 
Karloff  made  Frankenstein,  says 


was  too  strong 

Mel  Brooks  had  similar  prob¬ 
lems  with  his  1991  movie  Life 
Stinks.  Alan  Ladd  Jnr.  then  head  of 
MGM,  took  a  look  at  the  ending 
and  counselled  a  rethink.  “He  feltit 
was  a  tittle  too  negative,  and  he 
asked  us  to  change  it  before  we  had 
finished  shooting,"  says  Brooks.  “I 
was  happy  to  take  his  advice." 

Preview  audiences,  who  sit  with 
verdict  dials  at  the  ends  of  their 
fingertips,  frequently  make  a  nui¬ 
sance  of  themselves.  Some  direc¬ 
tors  have  questioned  their 
independence,  suspecting  studio 
executives  of  packing  them  with 
flunkeys. 

Frank  Capra  shot  five  endings 
for  his  1941  film  Meet  John  Doe. 
The  preview  audiences  gave  a 
mixed  verdict  so  Capra  ignored 

_ 1_  them  and  chose  his 

own  ending. 

American  cinema- 
goers  have  long  had 
different  tastes  from 
Europeans.  Or  Stran¬ 
ge  love,  Stanley 
Kubrick's  black  com¬ 
edy  about  nuclear  Ar¬ 
mageddon.  wowed 
viewers  in  Europe  and 
in  a  few  East  Coast  art 
house  cinemas,  but  it 
left  Middle  America 
cold.  Robert  Sklar,  the 
of  Cinema  Studies  at 


.Professor 
New  York  University  film  school 
(alumni  include  Martin  Scorsese, 
Oliver  Stone  and  Spike  Lee),  says: 
"British  humour  tends  to  be  a  little 
darker  than  ours.  The  blockbuster 
era,  with  its  cardboard  characters, 
has  softened  audiences  even  more.” 

Sklar  describes  how,  in  1948. 
Preston  Sturges  tried  to  make  a 
joke  out  of  a  conductor  who  wants 
to  murder  his  philandering  wife. 
Unfaithfully  Yours  is  a  meny  little 
film,  but  for  America  in  the  1940s 
the  joke  somehow  fell  flat  America 
in  the  1990s  is  proving  similarly 
tricky,  although  .  this  time  the 
problem  is  lack  of  audience  atten¬ 
tion  aqd  a  constant  demand  for 
noise.  .  Brooks  blames  the  music 
television  channel,  MTV,  and  the 
.  recent  rash  of  explosive  action 
films. 

Of  his  own  handling  of  Fierce 
Creatures.  Geese  has  said,  with 
candour.  "I  have  been  working  on 
this  script  for  eight  years  and  have 
still  made  mistakes  which  I  did  not 
realise  until  now.  All  1  can  say  is 
that  in  this  business  nobody  knows 
.anything.” 

Hie  Kevin  Kline  character,  an 
afly-raarketing  executive,  will,  says 
Geese,  have  to  be  resurrected  in 


Cleese  was  a  smash  hit  in  A  Fish  Called  Wanda  —  but  the  sequel  is  in  trouble  with  test  audiences 


The  Italian 
woman,  passion 
and  Mr  Hurd 


“SIGNORA  AGNELLI  is  very 
proud  of  her  decor."  one  of  the 
minister's  senior  aides  whispered 
as  we  walked  down  the  endless 
corridors  of  the  vast  foreign  minis¬ 
try  on  the  outskirts  of  Rome. 

Decor?  We  were  there  to  discuss 
the  weighty  issues  of  European 
integration:  the  single  currency, 
common  foreign  polity,  enlarge¬ 
ment.  At  73,  Susanna  Agnelli,  sister 
of  the  Fiat  tycoon  Gianni  Agnelli,  is 
Italy's  first  female  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  and  is  in  charge  of  EU  affairs 
for  the  next  six  months. 

But  Signora  Agnelli  has  no  fear 
of  mate  officialdom.  She  grew  up  in 
the  hedonistic  atmosphere  of  1  taly's 
unofficial  Royal  Family,  and  spent 
eight  years  at  the  foreign  ministry 
as  a  senior  official  herself.  If  she 
wants  to  change  the  ministry 
wallpaper  to  startling  sky-blue 
regency  stripes,  that 
is  what  she  will  da 
even  if  it  dashes  a 
little  with  the  great 
Old  Master  paint¬ 
ings*  which  adorn 
her  walls.  "Oh.  it 
was  so  drab,"  Si¬ 
gnora  Agnelli  says 
in  the  breezy  style 
which  is  her  hall¬ 
mark.  "This  is  so 
much  more  cheer¬ 
ful,  don't  you 
think?" 

"Susanna  Agnelli 
is  Italy's  best  hope," 
an  experienced  ob¬ 
server  of  the  Italian 
scene  told  me  when 
1  arrived.  She  has 
certainly  survived 


Susanna  Agnelli 


as  a  reaction  against  her  privileged 
upbringing);  she  became  mayor  of 
the  seaside  resort  of  Argentario  in 
Tuscany  by  crusading  against  local 
building  rackets.  She  then  became 
an  M  P,  and  rose  to  be  both  Senator 
and  Euro  MP. 

But  she  is  also  an  Agnelli.  Her 
memoirs  are  entitled,  with  evoca¬ 
tion  of  a  lost  world.  Vestivamo  alia 
Marinara  (We  Always  Wore  Sailor 
Suits).  The  sailor  suits  were  from 
Bond  Street.  She  was  bom  a  year 
after  Gianni  and  remained  dose  to 
him  as  he  rose  to  become  head  of 
Fiat  {which  their  grandfather 
founded],  and  thereby  the  un¬ 
crowned  "King  nf  Italy". 

As  teenagers  at  the  family’s 
Turin  mansion  and  Riviera  villas, 
she  and  Gianni  drank  champagne 
for  breakfast  and  gambled  and 
flirted  in  Monte  Carlo.  She  still 
speaks  impeccable 
English  in  an  ac¬ 
cent  as  much 
French  as  Italian. 
"Never  forget  you 
are  an  Agnelli,"  was 
Miss  Parker’s  in¬ 
junction  to  her 
charges.  Unlikely: 
the  family  awns 
newspapers,  foot¬ 
ball  teams  and 
banks  as  well  as 
whole  industries. 

In  the  heady  post¬ 
war  atmosphere  of 
liberation  she  me’r 
the  love  of  her  life. 
Count  Urbano 
Ratazzi.  who  was  a 
law  student.  It  was 


some  ingenious  manner,  despite  an 
earlier  demise  in  the  film.  Kline 
will  soon  be  well  qualified  to  play 
Lazarus  in  any  forthcoming  bibli¬ 
cal  effort:  his  • Wanda  character, 
Otto,  also  met  a  grisly  end,  only  to 
be  revived. 

The  regrouping  of  a  now  far- 


flung  cast  for  re-filming  is  a 
logistical  nightmare  (Michael  Palin 
is  incommunicado,  somewhere  in 
Borneo)  and  the  cost  may  rise  to 
£500.000  for  each  new  minute  of 
film  footage. 

To  return  to  a  piece  of  work  you 
thought  finished  is  to  re-encounter 


the  despair  of  a  schoolboy  being 
presented  at  lunch  with  breakfast's 
unfinished  plate  of  kedgeree.  Ma¬ 
tron  used  to  say:  “Come  on.  it  will 
do  you  good."  Geese  and  his 
associates  no  doubt  hope  the  prom¬ 
ise  will  stand  equally  true  for  Fierce 
Creatures  —  Take  Two. 


longer  than 
many  expected;  she  was  “fished 
out"  of  political  retirement  (her 
own  phrase)  just  over  a  year  ago  by 
Lamberto  Dmi.  the  caretaker  “tech¬ 
nocrat"  Prime  Minister  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  the  mercurial  Silvio 
Berlusconi. 

She  has  an  air  of  slight  hauteur, 
rather  like  a  public-school  head¬ 
mistress.  The  impression  is  accen¬ 
tuated  by  her  height;  she  is  an 
imposing  5ft  lOin.  “very  tall  for  an 
Italian  woman",  as  she  observes. 
She  is  a  handsome  woman  with  an 
energy  and  style  which  belie  her  73 
years.  In  her  memoirs  she 
describes  the  “free  love"  which 
marked  the  early  postwar  years  in 
her  set.  and  she  still  has  Larin 
passion,  not  least  for  tall  and 
distinguished  Englishmen. 

She  admits  to  having  been  “very' 
fond"  of  Douglas  Hurd  when  he 
was  Foreign  Secretary.  She  used  to 
take  walks  with  him  in  a  romantic 
garden  near  Rome  when  he  visited 
Italy.  “1  loved  his  sense  of  hum¬ 
our.”  she  says,  reminding  me  that 
as  an  Agnelli  she  had  a  British 
governess  ("Miss  Parker")  and  a 
somewhat  British  lifestyle.  She 
claims  ro  have  "just  as  good  a  time" 
with  Malcolm  Rifkindr 

She  can  certainly  match  her 
European  counterparts  in  experi¬ 
ence  as  both  politician  and  admin¬ 
istrator.  She  was  something  of  a 
left-wing  rebel  in  her  youth,  pro¬ 
fessing  admiration  for  icons  of  the 
Left  such  as  Castro  (no doubt  partly 


love  at  firsi  sight.  They  married 
almost  immediately  to  the  aston¬ 
ishment  of  their  friends,  had  six 
children,  and  went  to  live  in 
Argentina,  but  were  divorced  in 
1971. 

IT  WAS  after  her  return  to  Italy 
that  she  threw  herself  into  local  and 
then  national  politics,  managing  to 
stay  untainted  by  the  backhanders 
and  bribes  ( tangenti )  which  have 
undone  so  many  of  her  contempo¬ 
raries.  Nowadays  Susanna  lives 
alone  in  a  one-bedroom  flat  in 
Rome  full  of  English  chintz.  She 
also  has  a  seaside  house  at 
Argentario  which  fills  with  child¬ 
ren  and  grandchildren  in  the 
holidays.  Unusually  for  a  minister, 
she  offers  advice  to  the  lovdom  in 
an  “agony  aunt"  column  in  the 
magazine  Oggi,  but  keeps  her  own 
private  life  private. 

The  only  hint  that  she  might  feel 
her  age  comes  with  her  assertion  — 
dearly  deeply  felt  —  that  "time  is 
precious,  and  must  not  be  wasted". 

Giving  a  disarming  if  slightly 
wintry  smile,  she  says  she  took  as  a 
compliment  a  reference  1  once 
made  to  her  undisguised  impa¬ 
tience  with  “tedious"  EU  meetings. 

"Why  should  we  sit  for  12  or  15 
hours  when  we  could  achieve 
exactly  the  same  result  in  three  or 
four?  It  is  extremely  silly  to  suppose 
that  if  you  stay  until  midnight  you 
have  somehow  worked  harder." 

Richard  Owen 


Scowling  is  back  in  fashion 


JOHN  PRESCOTT,  the  man 
who  recently  won  the  lovingly 
metred  admiration  of  a 
woman  poet,  has  now  attract¬ 
ed  attention  to  the  very  opp¬ 
osite  end  of  his  emotional 
range.  As  Tony  Blair  bravdy 
tried  to  defend  Harriet 
Harman  from  the  dispatch 
box,  Mr  Prescott’s  face,  gran¬ 
ite-featured  at  the  best  of 
times,  settled  into  what  is 
being  called  the  “scowl  of  (he 
year”. 

Not  since  Medusa  turned 
men  to  stone  with  a  flash  of 
her  fiery  gaze  has  so  much 
damage  been  done  with  a 
single  glance.  Insiders  have 
often  talked  of  Mr  Prescott’s 
antipathy  towards  Ms  Har¬ 
man.  but  until  now  party 
loyalty  has  kept  his  true 
feelings  under  wraps.  Even 
now  he  expresses  nothing  in 
words.  It  is  all  in  the  look— as 
loaded  as  the  Mona  Lisa's. 


but  not  half  so 
enigmatic. 

Seventeenth- 
century  poets, 
convinced  that 
the  eyes  were  the 
mirror  of  the 
soul,  would  have 
made  much  of 
Mr  Prescatfs  per¬ 
sistent  grimace. 

Indeed,  Hamlet’s 
Mousetrap  was 
designed  to  trap 
his  stepfather 
into  giving  some¬ 
thing  away  in  his  face.  The 
expected  scowl  from  Claudius 
was  what  finally  convinced 
Hamlet  to  kill  him. 

Only  tty  an  unfortunate 
typesetting  error  did  Ameri¬ 
can  comics  of  the  1940s  an¬ 
nounce:  “Lawless  men  fear 
more  than  anything  the  terri¬ 
fying  sight  of  Bafman^s  cowl." 
It  was  the  glower,  more  than 


That  Prescott  face 


the  hood,  that 
righted  wrongs. 

And  one  cannot 
help  but  remem¬ 
ber  York’s  words 
as  Richard  11 
faces  his 
downfall: 

“Even  so,  or  with 
much  more  con¬ 
tempt.  men’s 
eyes/ Did  scowl 
on  -gentle  Rich¬ 
ard.  No  man 
cried  'God  save 
him!' "  Is  Ms 
Hannan  to  go  the  way  of  poor 
King  Richard? 

It  is  perhaps  particularly 
unfortunate  for  Mr  Prescott, 
as  a  politician,  that  he  did  not 
live  in  the  19th  century,  that 
golden  age  of  scowling.  Any¬ 
one  who  wore  less  than  the 
grimace  was  considered  too 
frivolous  for  public  office. 
And  even  in  this  century. 


Winston  Churchill  would  not 
have  been  the  man  he  was 
without  the  famous  frown. 

But  tbe  1990s  is  a  happy- 
dappy  time.  Tony  Blair 
smiles  so  hard  thaL  like  the 
Cheshire  cat.  the  grin  is  often 
there  for  some  minutes  after 
the  rest  of  him  has  gone.  Pop 
group  REM  recently  celebrat¬ 
ed  Shiny,  happy  people  and 
rave  culture  demands  the 
wearing  of  a  yellow  smiling 
face  —  the  scowl  was  thus  not 
only  portentous,  but  unfash¬ 
ionable. 

Above  alL  though,  didn't 
John  Prescott's  mother  ever 
tell  him  that  you  shouldn't 
pull  faces,  in  case  the  wind 
changes  and  you  stay  like  that 
forever? 

Does  tire  Hannan  affair 
mean  that  the  wind  has 
changed?  Watch  this  face. 

Giles  Coren 


A 


An  Inaugural  Offer 

7  nights  in  Costa  Rica,  the  Land  of  Wonders,  from  £525.00 


glorious  climate,  beautiful  landscapes, 
lakes,  rivers,  two  coastlines,  exotic  flora,  wild¬ 
life,  friendly  people,  national  parks,  sophisti¬ 
cated  lifestyle,  peaceful,  beaches  beyond  be¬ 
lief  anda  true  paradise  on  earth.  Costa  Rica  is 
without  doubt  the  most  exciting  destination  in 
travel  today. 

The  above  wil  I  be  made  avai  table  to  the  Bri  tish 
traveller  when  we  inaugurate  the  first  ever 
flight  series  to  San  Jose,  the  lovely  capital  of 
Costa  Rica.  Since  the  country  is  small  and 
diverse,  most  places  of  interest  can  be  visited 
in  the  course  of  one  day;  these  include  the 
Pacific  or  Caribbean  ousts,  the  Turtle  chan¬ 
nels,  the  national  parks,  volcanoes,  coffee 
plantations,  orchid  farms,  botanical  gardens, 
lakes  or  San  Jose  with  its  lovely  squares,  thea¬ 
tres  and  museums. 

With  these  attributes  we  have  decided  on  the 
4-star  Hotel  Torre  (or  simi  lar  1  as  our  base  both 
to  relax  and  explore.  It  has  fine  accommoda¬ 
tion  with  full  facilities,  bars,  restaurant,  gar¬ 
den  and  swimming  pool.  Excursions  are  avail¬ 
able  to  all  of  the  sights  mentioned  above. 

We  are  making  available  just  20  places  at  a 


special  inaugural  offer  on  a  first-come  first-reserved 
basis  from  just  £525 for  a  seven-nigh  t  stay.  Remember 
that  Costa  Rica,  although  being  the  third  most  prosper¬ 
ous  country  in  the  western  hemisphere,  is  inexpensive 
and  unspoilt  by  large  tour  operators. 


DEPARTURE  DATES  &  PRICES 

19%  per  percnn  in  a  twin 
Feb  1.15.22,29X525 
Mar7. 14.21. 28£535 
Apr4£565-Apr  11.18. 25X545 
May 2. 9. 16. 23. 30J345 
Single  rwm  supplement  £125 
Supplement  for  the  4  -star  Hotel  Fiesta. 
Puntarenas.  £56  per  person  per  week 

T»itffliidiBtes:renmilTie^rraJiianskrs.TmjJ«j.  atthf 
Hotel  Tomr-mahnl  andhreakmi  basis,  servicnnl  a  local 
flu  riles.  Not  Indudwt;  insurance,  airport  uuet.  excursions. 
All  pike*  are  subject  to  change. 

0171-6161000 

wv 

VOYAGESJULES  VERNE 
21  Dorset  Squa  re,  London  NW1  6GG 

Trawl  PromononsUii  AUTAY166I ATOL883H 
Ouronicesarecpen  tot  Is  kphont  reservations  weekdays 
SamlnTjMu  andjl  vieekendsFramlcSfim 
Fur  personal  cal Im.cnirulficr  hours  are  9am  In  5pm 
uwlulayiunly. 


From  just  £30  the  RAC  covers  you  ui  any  car 


from  just  £30  lor  o  fuff  1 2  months'  ccwer,  no  one  offers 
you  more  security  on  the  rood  Aon  die  SAC: 


■  RAC  Rescue  covers  you,  not  your  am  So  now 
you  can  coll  on  is  whenever  you  need  fast  roadside 
assistance,  even  when  you're  simply  a  passenger  in 
someone  rise's  am 


■  Theft  and  WmdaCsm  Cover.  If  your  ear's  stolen  or 
can't  be  driven  because  of  vandalism,  we'B  remove  it 
to  o  nearby  garage  or  secure  area 

■  Battery  Assist.  A  new  battery  on  the  spot. 


nr  sags 

rmmmsm 


Whatever  service  you  use,  callouts  and  oir  labour  are 
free  -  you  only  pay  for  parts. 

■  Roadside  Rescue.  In  mote  toon  B  out  of  10 
coses,  our  patrols  con  fix  oars  on  tf*  spot. 

Otherwise,  fhe/B  tow  you  to  a  nearby  garage,  free 
of  charge. 

■  Accident  Service.  A  replacement  cor,  fixe  legal 
o&xe,  plus  ded  wito  your  insurers. 

i  £30  iywip^bjCsrtiwocnCradS  Cost  AdhorSr  or  t&wJDefcilAl  prices  indode  os  enraknoi  fee  Awns  Sn»  open  Monday -Fndor  Go*  -8pm.  Sotu*d^r9i»"-SpnvSi»xfay 


You  con  also  tailor  your  cover  to  meet  your  needs,  with 
the  option  to  lake  out  Joint  and  Family  Cover  or  add  our 
’A)  Home'  service. 

Don’t  wait  unti  you  break  down  Find  oul  how  to  join  tho 

RAC  today. 


j  YES  - 1  want  to  join  the  RAC  Please  tell  me  how  I  can  join 
I  from  just  £30! 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


Address 


Postcode 


I  Heptane 


j  Send  to:  RAC  Rescue,  FREEPOST,  Bristol  BS38  7AU.  (No  stump  neededj 
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A  turning 
point  for 
the  Tories 

Kenneth  Baker  counts  the 


victims  of  the  Harman  affair 


This  was  die  week  when 
hope  returned  to  the 
Conservative  Party. 
Tory  Mfr,  buffeted  by 
polls  and  defections, 
started  to  walk  talL  The  cheers 
that  accompanied  the  Prime 
Minister's  devastating  and 
witty  destruction  of  Tony  Blair 
at  the  dispatch  box  on  Tuesday 
were  heartfelt. 

In  politics  there  are  some  de¬ 
fining  moments:  what  follows 
them  is  different  from  what 
went  before.  This  week  we  saw 
such  a  defining  moment  For 
more  than  two  years.  Tony 
Blair  has  carefully  crafted  the 
image  of  a  new.  reformed 
Labour  Party  with  high- 
sounding  objectives  and  laud¬ 
able  motives.  He  almost  got 
away  with  it.  But  this  was  the 
week  when  Old  Labour  shat¬ 
tered  the  new.  and  two  years  of 
reform  were  shipped  bare. 

This  week  showed  that  die 
Labour  Party  is  still  a  snarl¬ 
ing.  jealous,  vindictive  pack  of 
class-ridden  bigots.  A  grant- 
maintained  school  for  Blair’s 
son  was  swallowed  only  be¬ 
cause  of  tiie  prospect  of  of¬ 
fice.  But  a  grammar  school  for 
a  Shadow  Cabinet  member's 
son  made  the  party’s  gorge 
rise  —  John  Prescott's  pugna¬ 
cious.  contemptuous  scowl 
said  italL 
The  casualties  of 
this  week  begin 
with  Tony  Blair  — 
there  he  stands,  bat¬ 
tered  but  unbuck¬ 
led.  His  party  does 
not  want  to  follow 
him  on  education  — 
the  very  subject 
which  he  says  is  at 
the  heart  of  new  _____ _ 

Labours  policies.  n 
Labour's  tribalism  has 
swamped  the  progressive 
soundbite.  The  soundbite  man 
was  at  a  loss  for  words.  Indeed 
the  Prime  Minister,  so  often 
dismissed  as  mute  and  inglori¬ 
ous.  drove  a  stake  into  Tony 
Blair's  credibility  when  he 
said.  “I  want  to  be  tough  on 
hypocrisy  and  tough  on  the 
causes  of  hypocrisy”  —  the 
bitten  was  biting  back. 

The  second  casualty  is  Har¬ 
riet  Harman,  for  she  is  going 
to  remain  in  office.  Tony  Blair 
cannot  afford  to  lose  her.  for 
he  would  then  stand  isolated, 
as  a  Labour  Party  member 
who  has  rejected  the  local 
comprehensive  school.  Harri¬ 
et  Hannan  is  like  Captain 
Ahab.  lashed  to  the  stricken 
body  of  Moby  Dick.  She.  in  an 
act  of  inhuman  cruelty,  has 
been  given  a  suspended  sen¬ 
tence.  for  she  will  be  tortured 
for  nine  months  and  then 
rejected  at  the  Labour  Party 
conference. 

The  third  casualty  is,  unfor¬ 
tunately.  Harriet  Harman's 
son.  Joe.  I  have  little  sympathy 
for  a  mother  who.  knowing 
foil  well  how  her  party  would 
react  exposes  her  son  to  such 
unwelcome  publicity.  He  has 
become  the  guilty  me  who 
bears  on  his  young  shoulders 
the  sins  of  his  parents.  Donald 
Dewar  was  forced  to  say  that 
the  boy  should  not  be  victim¬ 
ised.  I  think  that  many  Labour 
activists  at  the  grassroots 
across  the  country  would  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  child¬ 
ren  who  did  not  go  to  the  local 
comprehensive  school  were 
being  victimised. 


Blair,  the 
soundbite 
man,  was 
at  a  loss 
for  words 


The  fourth  casualty  is  truth. 
David  Blunfcett.  Labours  edu¬ 
cation  spokesman,  was  twist¬ 
ing  words  to  make  a  trap  for 
fools  when  he  said:  “Of  course 
we  believe  in  parental  choice, 
and  that  choice  will  not  be 
distorted  by  tests  or  inter¬ 
views."  What  this  means  is 
that  there  will  be  no  distinc¬ 
tion  between  a  grammar 
school,  a  grant-maintained 
school  and  a  comprehensive. 
Collective  uniformity  and  not 
individual  choice  is  still  at  the 
heart  of  Labour  thinking.  To 
adapt  Henry  {ford's  famous 
dictum.  “You  can  have  any 
school  you  want,  as  long  as  ifs 
the  same  as  the  next  one.” 

The  fifth  casualty  is  the 
“stakeholder”  slogan.  The  par¬ 
ents  of  children  who  go  to 
grant-maintained  or  grammar 
schools  are  stakeholders.  They 
have  a  stake  in  the  education 
of  their  children,  but  if  the  only 
choice  is  the  comprehensive 
school  provided  by  the  local 
education  authority,  then  the 
real  stakeholder  is  the  LEA  it¬ 
self.  At  the  very  first  test. 
Blairs  big  idea  is  shown  to 
be  hoOow.  brittle  and 
meaningless. 

The  sixth  casualty  is  the 
integrity  of  public  life.  The  veil 
over  Labour's  sleazy  morals 
has  fallen  away.  And  let  there 

_  be  no  doubt  this  is  a 

moral  issue.  It  is 
simply  wrong  to 
grab  privileges  for 
one’s  own  children 
and  then  deny  them 
to  (Miters. 

In  politics,  virtue 
is  often  eventually 
rewarded  by  see- 
mg  one's  opponent 
_l  make  a  mistake. 

Labour's  mistake  tills  week  is 
huge.  The  Tories  are  divided 
on  European  economic  and 
monetary  union,  but  that  is  an 
economic  issue:  Labour  is 
divided  on  choice  in  education, 
and  that  is  a  moral  issue. 
Economic  issues  are  about  the 
thinking  head  of  a  party, 
moral  issues  are  about  its  soul. 
Labour  taunts  about  a  divided 
Tfory  party  will  now  be  thrown 
back  at  them. 

boost  for  the  first  time 
in  three  years,  this  epi- 
.sode  has  allowed  the 
Tories  to  go  (xi  to  the  attack. 
That  is  a  lesson  which  the 
party  and  the  Government 
should  take  to  heart  They 
should  not  be  put  on  the  back 
foot  by  having  to  defend  their 
own  record  again  and  again. 

My  advice  to  ministers  is  to 
tear  up  ail  those  defensive 
briefs  lovingly  prepared  by 
government  departments  and 
Central  Office.  Follow  Dan- 
ton's  advice,  when  the  French 
army  seemed  to  be  faring 
almost  inevitable  defeat 
“L’audace.  L’audare.  Toujours 
I'audace.”  On  to  the  attack. 
Act  if  you  like,  like  an  Opposi¬ 
tion.  Forget  the  shadow-box¬ 
ing  and  aim  to  leave  bruises. 

When  the  history  of  the  next 
election  is  written.  I  suspect 
that  people  will  tum  back  to 
the  events  of  this  week,  and 
particularly  to  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister's  performance  at  Ques¬ 
tion  Tune,  and  say,  “That  was 
the  turning  point” 

The  author  was  Chairman 
of  the  Conservative  Party. 
198940 
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Mitchell’s  snub  to  Major 


So  the  "peace  process”  stag¬ 
gers  forward;  once  again  a 
meltdown  has  been  avoided. 
Why.  though,  did  the  Mitch¬ 
ell  commission  not  resolutely  back 
John  Major’s  weO-known  stand  on 
the  arms  issue? 

There  is  a  fading  in  some  quar¬ 
ters  in  Belfast  that  the  evidence 
given  by  the  RUC  may  have  played  a 
role  in  weakening  the  British  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  position.  If  the  Mitchell 
commission  heard  from  the  RUC  that 
the  British  Government’s  insistence 
that  at  least  some  arms  should  be 
decommissioned  by  the  IRA  before 
any  all-party  talks,  this  evidence  may 
have  had  an  impart  on  the  commis¬ 
sion's  findings.  But  the  real  problem 
for  the  Government  lies  not  in  the 
apparent  waiving  of  its  preconditions 
—  Sir  Patrick  Mayhew  had  already 
opened  the  door  to  this  possibility  — 
but  in  tiie  substitute  confidence¬ 
building  measures  now  proposed. 

There  is  much  noble  assertion  of 
peaceful  and  democratic  principle  in 
the  Mitchell  report,  but  it  should  be 
noted,  in  particular,  that  the  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  need  for  all  parties  to 
“abide  by  the  terms  of  any  agreement 
readied  in  all-party  negotiations”  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  much  firmer 
statement  of  the  principle  of  consent 
which  was  to  be  found  in  the 
Downing  Street  declaration-  It  is 
quite  likely  that  Sinn  Fein  will  soon 
sign  up  at  the  Forum  for  Peace  and 
Reconciliation  in  Dublin,  in  support 
of  this  rather  more  vague  principle  of 
agreement. 

Sinn  Fein’s  Gerry  Adams  has  been 
spared  the  immediate  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  having  to  accept  that  the 
present  partition  of  the  island  has  a 
democratic  basis.  To  that  extent,  his 
leadership  has  been  strengthened. 
But  tills  is  only  a  postponement  of 
what  will  be  for  him  an  evil  day. 
when  he  is  forced  to  face  the  implica¬ 
tion  that  the  status  of  Northern 
Ireland  cannot  change  without  the 
consent  of  the  majority  of  its  people. 

There  are  those  in  Belfast  who 
believe  that  exactly  the  same  thing 
has  happened  with  decommission¬ 
ing.  It  too  is  only  postponed  until  the 
start  of  all-party  talks.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  difficulties  faced  by  Mr 
Adams  have  been  eased,  but  only  in 
tiie  meantime. 

fn  particular,  attention  should  be 
paid  to  die  notion  in  the  report  that 


The  British  Government  is  putting  a 
brave  face  on  a  report  which  ignores 
the  Ulster  majority,  writes  Paul  Bew 


confrontational  stance:  Nevertheless, 
as  an  official  said,  “eighty-five  per 
cent  of  the  play  lies  with  London”;  the 
long-term  historical  and  economic 


commitments  to  exclusively  peaceful 
methods  will  have  to  be  honoured.  As 
it  stands.  Sinn  Fein  would  daim  it 
has  already  agreed  to  much  of  the 
Mitchell  formula  (tiie  most  pressing 
difficulty  will  be  with  the  condem¬ 
nation  of  punishment  shootings  and 
beatings).  But  tiie  real  problem  lies 
not  with  the  political  wing  of  Sinn 
Fein,  but  with  the  IRA.  and  this  is  the 
due  to  significance  of  the  word  “hon¬ 
oured”.  The  rhetoric  has  to  be 
followed  fay  action 
to  remove  the  de¬ 
ment  of  threat  and 
blackmaiL 

There  are  other 
places  where  the 
Mitchell  document 
is  less  derisive.  The 
reference  to  the 
practice  of  “target¬ 
ing”  —  the  harass¬ 
ment  of  members  of 
the  security  forces, 

for  example— is  not  _ 

unambiguous.  The 
international  body's  report  outlines 
two  well  known  views.  The  first 
expresses  the  position  of  the  British 
Government  that  “all  parties  [are} 
aware  of  the  need  of  prior  decom¬ 
missioning  before  the  ceasefires  were 
announced  and  should  not  now  be 
able  to  avoid  that  requirement".  On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  the  daim  of 
the  former  Irish  Prime  Minister 
Albert  Reynolds  and  of  the  Sinn  Fein 
leaders:  “We  were  told  that  decom¬ 
missioning  of  arms  prior  to  all  party 
negotiations  was  not  requested  before 
tiie  announcement  of  the  ceasefires.” 

The  report  continues:  “We  bdiew 
that  each  ride  of  this  argument 
reflects  a  core  of  reasonable  concern 
which  deserves  to  be  understood  and 
addressed  by  the  other  side.”  Now  of 
course  this  does  not  constitute  a 
resolution  of  tiie  issue:  which  side  is 
right  here  is  a  matter  of  easily 
ascertainable  historical  fart  and  pub¬ 
lic  record,  and  it  is  the  British 
Government  It  can  be  argued  that  in 
many  places  the  commission  had  no 


For  Gerry  Adams, 
this  report 
comesas 
good  news  — 
but  only  in  the 
meantime 


alternative  but  to  fudge,  but  here  it 
chose  to  fudge  largely  for  the  sake  of 
placating  nationalist  amour propre. 

But  although  Ulster  Unionist  MPs 
were  irritated  by  this  and  on  other 
scores,  their  response  yesterday  was 
carefully  modulated  They  cannot 
have  been  delighted  by  the  commis¬ 
sion's  stance,  but  they  were  hardly 
surprised 

The  speech  by  the  Ulster  Unionists' 
deputy  leader.  John  Taylor,  in  his 
_  constituency  antici¬ 
pated  yesterday^ 
events  quite  precise¬ 
ly.  The  unionists, 
including  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  ;  Unionists* 
Peter  Robinson, 
have  clearly  learnt 
the  lessons  of  the 
past.  Ower-emotian- 
al  responses  to  the 
Anglo-frish  Agree¬ 
ment  of  1995  and 
_  the  framework  doc¬ 
ument  of  1994 
served  absolutely  no  purpose.  This 
time,  the  unionists,  like  die  Govern¬ 
ment.  are  determined  to  build  on  the 
positive. 
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n  the  end  it  was  John  Hume 
who  lost  his  temper  in  the 
House,  but  this  should  not 
detract  attention  from  the  risks 
taken  by  the  Ulster  Unionists.  In  Bel¬ 
fast.  Ian  Paisley  Jr —in  the  absence  of 
his  father,  who  is  in  poor  health  after 
a  trip  to  the  Cameroons  —  angrily 
pushed  the  conventional  Democratic 
Unionist  Party  line  that  tiie  com¬ 
missions  report  was  a  predictable 
betrayal  of  the  unionist  majority. 

The  DUP  is  currently  at  a  low  ebb 
in  the  polls,  having  fallen  to  a  mere  7 
per  cent  But  nobody  should  doubt  its 
ability  to  regain  support  if  the  British 
Government  were  to  call  all-party 
talks  at  which  some  unionist  chairs 
would  unavoidably  be  empty. 

In  the  modem  history  of  Anglo- 
Irish  relations,  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  has  quite  deliberately  avoided  a 


responsibility  for  the  Province  lies 
with  Mr  Major,  as  he  eloquently 
affirmed  yesterday. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr 
Major  moved  to  regain  the  initiative 
by  promoting  very  much  more 
warmly  than  he  bad  done  before  tiie 
idea  of  an  elected  body.  Crucially. 
John  Bruton,  tiie  Irish  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  helped  him  by  using  restrained 
language  on  this  topic 

It  now  seems  dear  that  tiie  British 
Government's  view  isthat  in  the 
absence  of  a  first  move  (to  arms  by 
tiie  paramilitaries,  the  onty  other 
possible  route  to  ttil-party  talks  is 
through  the  electoral  process. 

The  truth  remains,' however,  that 
the  Government  itself  needs  to  do 
more  in  foe  field  tjf  confidence- 
building.  It  needs  to  discuss  with  tiie 
unionists  much  more  frankly  and 
realistically  than  it  has  in  the  past  its 
broad  vision  of  the  political  future  forJ 
the  Province.  If  it  can  do  so.  the  time 
won  for  the  “peace  process”  this 
week,  will  not  be  in  vain. 

“There  are  challenges  for  every¬ 
one"  —  this  was  the  vogue  phrase  of 
the  day.  as  officials  strove  yesterday 
to  pat  the  best  lace  on  fee  Mhchefl 
repwt  The  overwhelming  nugority 
in  Northern  Ireland  —  83  per  oent 
according  to  the  latest  poll  —  have 
been  asked  to  accept  what  they  have 
hitherto  rejected:  talks  before  any 
decommissioning  gets  under  way.  “I 
cannot  see  how  an  election  can  be 
regarded  as  a  Mode  to  progress,”  said 
Mr  Major. 

.  By  supporting  the  election  propos¬ 
al  the  Prime  Minister  has  made  sure 
that  the  challenge  is  extended  to  tiie 
leaders  of  the  Northern  nationalists. 
The  British  Government  win  be 
reluctant  to  take  an  irrevocable 
derision,  unless  it  sees  file  Northern 
nationafists’  opposition  to  an  election 
somewhat  reduced. 

The  Ulster  Unionists  wefe  at  their 
most  placatory  yesterday,  whim  they 
said  that  .they  have  no  intention  of 
seeking  the  return  of  Stormont  or 
indeed  any  purely  internal  settle¬ 
ment  Mr  Major  seemed  to  be  saying 
in  the  House  that  much  w£Q  now 
depend  on  Mr  Hume’s  capacity  for 
generosity  and  fiedbflity.  He  was 
quite  right  •  ■ 


Worthy  prize 


TWO  MEN  m  Virginia  Bot- 
tomley's  life  are  locked  in  combat 
The  Heritage  Ministers  husband. 
Peter,  is  fighting  her  special  advis¬ 
er,  John  Berkow.  for  a  new 
parliamentary  seat. 

Berkow  versus  Boflomley  takes 
place  in  the  blue-rinse  constituency 
of  West  Worthing.  Both  men  are  on 
the  shortlist  to  be  selected  as  the 
candidate.  But  Bottom! ey  is  tiie 
chicken,  running  from  his  margin¬ 
al  Eltham  constituency  in  the 
desperate  hope  erf  a  safe  new  perch. 

The  scrap  could  be  unsavoury. 
Despite  the  appalling  mess  in 
which  Labour  now  finds  itself  over 
education,  the  two  are  looking  at  a 
constituency  with  a  notional  ma¬ 
jority  of  nearly  20,000  —  a  prize 
worth  baring  the  knuckles  for. 

The  constituency’s  shortlist  of  six 
also  includes  Michael  Fallon,  the 
former  Education  Minister,  and 
Michael  Stevens,  who  is  running 
from  his  Shoreham  seat.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  local  activists  —  a  tight-lipped 
bunch  who  primJy  refuse  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  matter — will  be  choosing 
the  final  three.  The  odds  are  mat 
Botfomley  wont  make  it  without 
his  wife's  support  But  where  will 
her  loyalty  lie? 

•  Could  the  cantankerous  colum¬ 
nist  Sir  John  Junor  be  considering 
a  return  to  his  holed  warship,  the 
Sunday  Express?  Sir  John  was 


lunching  yesterday  at  the  Howard 
hotel  with  the  paper's  Editor.  Sue 
Douglas.  A  supposedly  discreet 
venue,  the  Howard  was  heaving 
with  newspaper  executives,  not 
least  Sir  David  English ,  Juror's 
boss  at  The  Mail  on  Sunday. 


Bard  debt 

THERE  WILL  be  a  shadow  across 
supper  tables  tonight  as  Scotsmen 
wash  down  their  haggis  and  neeps 
with  a  few  wee  swallies  to  mark 
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Bums  Night.  The  International 
Bums  Festival  a  year-long  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  bicentenary  of  the 
bard's  death,  is  descending  into 
farce  and  penury. 

The  festival's  chairman  disap¬ 
peared  last  year.  Plans  for  a  global 
Bums  Night  supper  and  appear¬ 
ances  by  Pavarotti  and  Dame  Kiri 
Te  Kanawa  have  been  scrapped. 
And  now  the  Bank  of  Scotland  has 
scotched  a  scheme  for  a  Bums 
credit  card,  which  would  have 
raised  £300,000  for  the  increasing¬ 
ly  lacklustre  event 


■  ' 


“So  much  for  romance  —  she 
was  looking  for  stuff 


Bad  apple 

M ICHAEL  HOWARD  worked  his 
way  round  his  heroes  in  The  Ar¬ 
chers  at  the  45th  birthday  party  in 
London  of  the  Borsetshire  soap  on 
Tuesday,  professing  himself  a  reg¬ 
ular  listener.  It  was  he.  after  all 
who  in  1994  intervened  in  the  case 
of  Susan  Carter,  who  was  jailed 
after  trying  to  protect  her  brother 
from  the  police. 


by  Edward  Kelsey,  who  looks  like 
Sean  Connery’s  bank-robbing 
brother)  tried  to  enlist  tiie  Home 
Secretary's  support  in  saving  Joe's 
eldest  son  All,  a  petty  thief.  *! 
thought  he  might  be  able  to  do 
sometiting  for  Alf,”  rasped  Kelsey 
in  his  Borsetshire  burr.  "But  he 
just  didn’t  want  to  know." 


It’s  a  crime 

THERE’S  tittle  chance  that  Peter 
Cadbury  is  about  to  rejoin  the  Tory 
party  which  he  abandoned  in  a 
blare  of  publicity  because  of  the 
Government’s  pitiable  record  on 
law  and  order.  His  Hampshire 
home  was  burgled  again  yester¬ 
day.  and  he  lost  £15.000  of  chattels. 

Cadbury  was  screaming  blue 
murder.  “1  would  have  shot  the 
thieves  if  1  had  been  there.  This  is 
just  another  example  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  failure  to  provide  suffi¬ 
cient  funds  for  local  policing.” 


The  Princess  of  Wales 


But  he  gave  short  shrift  to  the  old 
curmudgeon  of  the  series,  Joe 
Grundy,  who  has  been  embroiled 
recently  in  an  illegal  cider-making 
operation.  At  the  party.  Joe  (played 


Kitted  out 

THE  PRINCESS  of  Wales  may 
have  lost  her  staff  but  she  has 
found  friends  in  the  world  of  Lycra 
leisure  wear  —  she  has  agreed  to 
endorse  the  kit  she  wears  on  her 
daily  jaunts  to  the  gym. 

The  Princess  has  been  wearing 
the  leotards  and  shorts  manufac¬ 
tured  by  Fit  Kit.  a  Northampton¬ 
shire  company  run  by  Sharon  and 
Andrew  Leading,  who  refrained 
from  spilling  the  beans.  They  went 


Edward  ‘Joe  Gnmdy*  Kelsey 


to  Kensington  Palace  to  discuss 
their  new  range  on  Riday  and  in  a 
one-hour  meeting  with  the  Prin¬ 
cess,  she  said  she  would  be  happy 
for  them  to  publicise  that  she  wears 
their  thigh-gripping  shorts.  Their 
logo  will  now  be  visible,  but  An¬ 
drew  refuses  to  say  whether  any 
money  has  changed  hands. 

•  Does  Granada  know  what  it  a 
taking  on?  The  executive  chief  at-a 
Forte  hotel  in  Ascot,  the  Betystede, 
will  be  wearing  a  luckycharm  dar¬ 
ing  the  National  Chef  of  the  feat* 
competition.  " TU  be  wearing  not 
wife’s  underwear  for  good  luckm 
the  finals,"  lain  McCormack  says, ;■ 


PHS 


passion 

Rachel  Cusk  on 

judging  the 
Whitbread  Prize 


be  Whitbread  Book  of  the  Year 
is  a  bit  more  fun  than  most 
other  book  prizes.  Perhaps  this 
is  mils  essaftialiature.  Brewers,  one 
feels,  operate  in  a  sphere  as  opposed 
in  fts  friendly.  Ftfar-Tadrishness,  its 
ethos  of  oomifrunality  and  convivial- 
ity,  to  the  solitary  peaks  of  artistic 
endeavour  as  it  passible  to  be. 
Although  tins  partnership  of  liquor 
arid  literature  has  had  a  destructive 
history*  its  endurance  testifies  to  a 
fundamental  attraction.  But  it  is  hard 
to  get  the  boorishness  of  beer  out  of 
tiie  Book  of  the  Year.  If  Whitbread 
Itoew  anything  abaft  books,  it  surely 
would  riot  line  them  up  like  so  mahy 
beauty  queens  in  a  judging  process 
by  necessity  unfair  and  by  implica- 


In  bis  prize-giving  speech.  Sir 
Richard  Hoggart.  the  chairman  this 
year  of  the  judging  panel  rightly 
found  in  favour  or the  brewers'  record 
on  sponsorship.  Whitbread  makes  no 
claim  to  erudition;  indeed ,  its  only 
invotvemenf  is  to  do what  it  does  best, 
namely  administering  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  alcohol  in  comfortable  sur¬ 
roundings.  The  business  of 
comparing  things  which  cannot  be 
compared  —  a  biography  with  a 
children’s  book  or  a  volume  of  poetry, 
a  mature  novel  with  a  first  novel — is 
harder  to  dispatch.  According  to 
Hoggart,  the  chairman  of  Whitbread, 
Sir  Michael  Angus,  cheerily  likened 
the  competition  to  Crufts.  That 
perhaps,  marks  the  point  at  which  an 
innocence  of  literary  politics  becomes 
a  troubling  disregard  for  iL 
If  is  one  of  the  difficulties  of 
financial  largesse;  particularly  where 
it  touches  nerves  as  acute  as  those  of 
the  literary  sensibility;  that  it  repre¬ 
sents  a  collision  of  irreconcilable 
interests.  Wilboat  sounding  ungrate¬ 
ful,  the  charitable  impulse  is  hard  to 
argue  with.  It  is  an  art  of  self- 
articulation  on  the  part  of  the  giver, 
yet  writers,  more  than  most,  mid  it 
hard  to  surrender  that  privilege. 

H  oggarfs  advice  to  us  was  to 
compare  the  books  not  so 
much  wife  eadr- other  as 
wife  themselves.  How  far  had  each 
book  fulfilled  the  requirements  of  its 
form?  Which  of  them  had  surpassed 
these  requirements,  to  reach  the 
magical  place  where  tire  form  is 
actually  being  advanced  before  one’s 
eyes?  Was  'Salman- Rushdie ■$-  The 
MoorsLastSigk*.  better  novel  than 
Kate  ASanson’sBehindthe  Scenes  at 
the  Museum  was  a  first  novel? 

Inthevotable  (and  highly  partisan) 
rabble  that  was  the  final  judging 
meeting,  literary  criticism  just  rolled 
up  its  sleeves  and  fought  dirty.  But 
die  sheer  luxury  of  discussing  books 
wife  a  fantasy-foodoati-styie  team  of 
intellectual  grandees  could -not  be 
forgotten.  There  can  be  few  conversa¬ 
tions  more  dignifying  titan  those 
about  books;  jt  is  one  of  fliegreat  gifts 
of  writers  that  they  teach  us  how  to 
talk  about  them. 

Julian  Critchley  spoke  movingly  — 
and  at  a.  mature  politirianls 
unbreachabie  length  —  about  Glad¬ 
stone ;  Candia  McWiUiam  was  illum¬ 
inating  on  the  subject  of  Rushdie. 
Simon  Tair  gallantly  defended  the 
neglected  outpost  of  children's  litera- 
ture;  although  we  all  had  sorrowfully 
to.  admit  that  here  it  was  fee  form 
itself,  rather  titan  Michael  Mor- 
pugo’s  practice  of  ft,  which  was 
disadvantaged.  Oddly,  poetry  was 
similarly  suspected  of  slightness, 
despite  being  the  noblest  form  of  aff. 

It  is  hare  that  fee  philistinism  of 
tiie  Whitbread  seemed  most  ap¬ 
parent,  as  if,  for  want  of  any 
better  criteria,  the  judges  merely  set 
to  weighing  and  measuring  tiie  vol¬ 
umes  rather  than  discussing  them.  In 
fart  it  seems  to  have  been  the  intim¬ 
acy  of  poefry  rather  than  its  insub- 
stantiafity  which  denied  ft  the  brew- 

ays  blaze  of  glory;  added  to  which,  a 

love  for  poetry  arises  partly  out  of 
familiarity  and  repetition,  giving  an 
unwonted  feeling  of  rawness  to  the 
unfamiliar.  Later,  though,  when  one 
of  Bernard  O’Donogftue’s  poems  was 
read  out,  the  whole  packed  dining 
hall  was  rapt  in  silence. 

The  two  categories  which  bear 
most  comparison  —  novel  and  first 
novel  —  amassed  between  them 
enough  similarities  to  be  pined 
against  the  stentorian  eloquence  of 
RW  Jenkins,  rather  than  each  other. 

L&e  The  Moors  Last  Sigh,  Kate 
Atkinson's  Behind  the  Scenes  at  the 
Museum  is  an  epic  family  saga,  a 
great  comic  novel,  a  book  alive  wife 
stories.  In  both  of  them  we  found  the 
joyful  articulation  of  the  modem  age; 
in  Gladstone,  a  polished  monument 
to  fee  past.  Hoggart  advised  that 
sapfe  of  democracy,  a  secret  ballot, 
from  which  Atkinson's  book,  to  his, 
ofrKsnd  later  her  complete  surprise, 

emerged  the  dear  winner. 

R  Is  hand  to  award  such  an 

accolade  to  a  writer  at  the  beginning 


,  - — —  — — .ovuunj 

It  is  hard,  too.  to  explain  wh> 
Rushdie  and  Jenkins  at  their  p 
producing  work  of  whose  tt 
cence  we  can  be  proud,  a  \ 
novke  should  be  permitted  t 
mand  the  field.  Books,  howe 
Whiferead  inadvertently  but  i 
reminds  us  every  year,  do  no 
easy  competitors;  and  it  is  kf 
judges  merely  to  be  pereuac 
whatever  means  the  write 
devise;  to  fall  in  lore.  Wher 
Atkinson’s  novel  seduced  u 
rivals  were  just  good  friends. 
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;  •  :  New  Labour  needs  new  policies  for  survival 
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This  week  has  beCT  the  most  testing  ftjr  Tony 

Blair  since  he  came  to  power.  It  has  exposed 
L  the  divisions  in  his  party,  the  speed  with 
which  its  new-found  discipline  ran  disinte¬ 
grate,  and  die  incoherence  of  its  education 
:r./  policy.  But  the  force  with  which  Mr.  Blair 
faced  his  critics — and  those  of  Harriet  Har¬ 
man  —  has  also  given  a  glimpse -of  his 
personal  tenacity  under  pressure. 

Politicians  differ  in  their  responses  to 
difficult  times.  Some,  such  as  Neil  Kinnock, 
crumple  almost  visibly  in  the  face  of  a  storm: 

■  :}  Others,  such  as  Margaret  Thatcher,  rise 
powerfully  to  the  occasion.  Who  can  forget 
her  electric  performance  in  the  House  before 
-  the  election  that  forced  her  out  of  Downing 
Street?  Mr  Blair,  who  seems  actively  to  court 
comparison  with  the  last  Tory  Prime 
o  -  Minister,  has  something  of  her  inner  steel. 
\  ■'  Even  according  to  his  critics,  the  speech  that 
he  gave  to  his  parliamentary  party  yesterday 
:  was  one  of  his  most  effective. 

His  intention,  it  seems,  was  to  set  a 

precedent  for  future  political  debacles,  in  or 
...  out  of  office.  He  was  not  prepared  to  allow 
■i .  his  party  to  force  a  perfectly  competent 
•  colleague  out  of  his  Shadow  Cabinet.  Nor 
..  was  he  going  to  let  the  Tories  hound  her  out 
One  of  the  factors  that  propelled  his  MIPS 
back  towards  a  sullen  unity  was  the 
comparison  that  Mr  Blair  drew  with  John 
"  /•  Major’s  propensity  to  buckle  under  pressure 

when  his  colleagues  were  in  trouble. 

Immediate  danger  has  been  averted.  Ms 
Harman  spoke  with  some  composure  in  the 
•  ;.v  health  delate,  mid  the  Shadow  Cabinet  ral- 
- '  ■  lied  round  herj  But  the  wounds  will  take 
much  longer  to  heal  in  this  peculiarly  hu¬ 
man  political  saga.  Most  unforgiving  will  be 
.  those  MPs  and  activists  who  were  faced  with 

the  same  educational  dilemma  for  their 
children  and  yes  opted  on  principle  for  less 
a|ademkally  successful  local  schools. 

Ms  Harman’s  many  opponents  lost  nd 
chance  to  speak  out  against  her.  Labour’s 
carefully  nurtured  unity  was  fractured  for  48 
hours  —  an  indication  of  what  is  likely  to 


l  « 


THE  STATE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

Clinton  spoke  more  about  himself  than  the  nation 


The  State  of  the  Union  address  is  one  of  the 
great  brents  of  the  American  political 
calendar.  It  has  traditionally  been  the 
opportunity  for  Presidents  to  mobilise 
Congress  and  public  alike  in  favour  of  new 
legislative  programmes.  Mr  Clinton’s  ad¬ 
dress  on  Tuesday  evening  was  rather 
different  in  tone  andambition.  Instead  of 
policies  for  die  present  it  concentrated  cm  ' 
themes  for  American  society  and  its  future. 

This  philosophical  time  was  deliberate. 
Over  tire  last  few  weekends  dozens  of  his- 
torians  and  political  scientists  have  been 
ushered  into  Sunday  evening  supper  with 
Mr  Clinton.  All  have  been  given  five  min¬ 
utes  to  offer  their  views  on  toe  country  and 
its  challenges.  The  President  then  led  them 
in  discourse  that  frequently  lasted  late  into 
the  Washington  night 

The  product  of  ail  this  thinking  was  un-  . 
veiled  in  his  text  The  President  recognised 
jhal  ‘the  era  of  big  government  is  o vet*:  this 
is  almost  certainly  true.  Instead  America 
faced  an  uplifting  future,  “an  age  of 
possibilities*’,  that  progress  had  ushered  in. 

In  this  Mr  Clinton  echoed  themes  associated 
with  his  chief  antagonist  Newt  Gingrich. 

FTom  this  lofty  terrain  the  President  then 
informed  fellow  citizens  where  he  stood  cm 
the  issues.  The  ongoing  budget  dispute  was 
largely  ignored.  Instead  we  learnt  that  Mr 
Clinton  favoured  lower  teenage  pregnancy 
rates,  ‘character’  values  in  education,  school 
uniforms,  homework  conducted  with  the  te¬ 
levision  off,  dean  air  and  world  peace.  He 
was  militantly  opposed  to  violence  in  the 
media,  drugs,  disturbed  families,  gang-war¬ 
fare,  pollution,  and  ethnic  conflict. 

In  reality,  Mr  Clinton’s  list  of  platitudes 
reflected  hard  political  reality.  With  Repub¬ 
licans  in  firm  control  of  both  branches  of 
Congress  there,  was  little  point  in  offering 
detailed  'programmes.  He  knew  that  if  he 
campaigned  as  a  Trig  government*  candidate 
there  would  be  minimal  chance  of  re- 


dection.  The  Clinton  strategy  for  1996  is 
dear.  He  will  endorse  everything  popular 
that  his  opponents  pass  and,  as  in  the 
present  budget  crisis,  sit  out  the  difficult  and 
unpopular  derisions  which,  curiously,  this 
particular  set  of  politicians  seem  willing  to 
taka  He  will  portray  himself  as  an  above- 
politics  poMrian,  standing  resolutely  for  the 
shared  values  of  all  Americans. 

In  that  sense  the  State  of  the  Union  was 
his  campaign  opener.  His  strategy  may  well 
work.  Ronald  Reagan’s  ‘Morning  Again  in 
America’  rejection  drive  in  1984  was  sim¬ 
ilarly  themeless  yet  delivered  him  49  states. 
However,  it  also  produced  a  second  term 
that  was  disappointing  compared  with  the 
achievements  of  his  first  That  may  not 
matter  much  to  the  President  especially  if, 
as  seems  likdy^  a  Republican  Congress  is 
also  re-dected  this  year. 

Nonetheless,  this  speech  and  its  strategy 
carry  real  risks.  Mrs  Clinton’s  impending 
visit  to  the  Whitewater  Grand  Jury  is  part  of 
those  dangers.  Through  inept  public  rela¬ 
tions  and  appalling  conduct  in  the  whole 
controversy  the  first  couple  have  created  a 
scandal  that  may  erupt  in  uncontrollable 
fashion.  It  is  difficult  to  run  a  campaign 
based  on  shared  values  when  one  of  the 
most  sacred  of  these  —  personal  honesty  — 
has  been  brought  into  public  question. 

More  fundamentally,  Mr  Clinton  and  his 
advisers  may  have  misjudged  the  mood  of 
Americans.  The  Republican  takeover  of 
Capitol  Hill  in  1994  was  based  on  the  most 
detailed  and  program  atic  election  strategy 
in  the  history  of  congressional  contests. 
Whoever  emerges  as  the  Republican  nomi¬ 
nee,  while  he  wifi  doubtless  enjoy  using  the 
character  issue  against  the  Clintons,  will 
speak  u  similarly  detailed  terms  as  Senator 
Dole  did  in  his  official  reply  on  Tuesday.  The 
lines  are  drawn  between  two  strikingly 
different  political  visions.  Americans  seem 
destined  for  a  fascinating  presidential  battle. 


RIN  TIN  TIN’S  TIN 

Cats  are  gourmets,  but  give  your  dog  a  bone 


It’s  war!  irs  wari  As  we  report  today  on  page 
4,  British  supermarkets  and  independent 
manufacturers  are  baring  their,  fangs, 
pawing  foe  litter  furiously  .and  growling  like 
fun  at  each  other  over  the  major  matter  of 
pabulum  for  pets.  As  the  fur  flies,  and  the 
cans  of  compressed  meat  whizz  through  the 
air.  British  pet-keepers  are  set  to  reap  a  lip- 
smacking  reward  for  their  mogs,  poodles, 
rabbits,  pot-bellied  Vietnamese  pigs  in  a 
muddle,  ocelots  and  budgerigars. 

The  consumer  —  hr  this  case,  happily, 
vkarious  ■— has  never  been  ntore  spoilt  for 
choice:  and  equally,  the  consumer's  pet  has 
never  been  more  spoilt.  Winston  Churchill 
may  once  have  sat  the  poodle  Rufus,  bibbed- 
up  for  dinner,  mi  a  Persian  rug,  but  the 
modern  ChurdiflEans  leave  ho  bane  un¬ 
turned.  There  is  now  food  for  dieting  dogs, 
dowager  dogs,  fidgety  kittens  and  hamsters 
that  go  gloop  in  foe  daric  .  There  is  even 
separate  food  :for  budgies  and  canaries, 
though  how  the  little  whistlers  can.  tell  the 
difference  remains  shrouded  in  mystery. 

Yet  the  main  battle  —  the  Somme;  if  you 
like,  of  the  petfood  weald  —  is  being  fought 
over  the  four-legged  eaters.  The  days  when 
dogs  were  fed  bowls  of  mush,,made  fay  bai¬ 
ling  offal  for  hours,  are  now ^soraetfaingraily 


grandma  can  recall  Dogs  now  eat  from 
cans,  boxes,  tubes  and  cartons.  They  eat 
jellied  chunks,  meat  lumps,  flavoured 
dollops,  coloured  pellets  and  fragrant  bis¬ 
cuits.  Why,  some  of  it  looks  good  enough  for 
us  to  taste:  pass  the  haggis-flavoured  pooch- 
paste,  dear  girl,  irt  Burns’s  night 
Catfood  is  more  expensive,  commensurate 
with  a  cat’s  inflated  sense  of  its  own  worth. 
But  cat-keepers  are,  as  a  rule,  richer  and 
more  finicky  than  those  who  live  with  dogs: 
they  are  readier  to  pay  the  extra  whack  for  a 
“gourmet"  tin  of  rabbit  shavings,  or  zander 
ravidfi-for-cats.  In  tussling  for  the  right  to  fill 
fhe~bowls,of  foe  nation’s  cats,  foe  petfood 
people  are  quite  alert  to  the  money  that  can 
be  made  from  feline  hunger  —  and  from  foe 
soppiness  of  cat-owners. 

•  But  in  the  midst  of  this  tug  of  War  —  said 
to  be  worfo  over  a  billion  pounds  a  year — lei 
us  not  forget  that  the  happiest  pets,  whether 
dog,  cat  or  white  rat,  are  those  foat  are  fed  on 
scraps  from  the  kitchen.  The  next  time  little 
Caesar  is  hungry,  consider  whether  he 
would  not  'prefer  a  nice  bowl  of  chopped 
sausage,  carrots,  bread  and  milk.  That,  for 
foi  axdmal,  is  gounxiet  After  all,  one  man's 
swill  is  another  pets  feast . . .  and  there  is 
not  even  a  tin-opener  to  grapple  with. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


happen  in  Government  when  unpopular 
derisions  have  to  be  taken.  And  foe  public 
has  seen  how  thin  is  “new"  Labour’s 
professed  attachment  to  consumer,  rather 
than  producer,  interests. 

For  what  greater  evidence  could  there  be 
that  Labour  is  out  of  touch  with  ordinary 
parents  than  that  a  member  of  its  own 
leadership  team  could  not  abide  by  its 
policy?  If  parents  wanr  selection  m  education 
for  their  children,  they  should  have  it  It 
should  not  be  foe  business  of  central 
government  to  lay  down  every  law. 

Labour  has  already  conceded  a  small  de¬ 
ment  of  parent  power  in  its  promise  not  to 
abolish  existing  grammar  schools  unless 
parents  of  prospective  pupils  want  this  to 
happen.  Here  lie  tire  seeds  of  a  policy  that 
could  rid  Labour  of  its  incoherence  over 
selection.  For,  after  Ms  Hannan’s  actions. 
Mr  Blair  cannot  continue  to  pretend  that  his 
current  policy  makes  any  sense. 

If  Labour  is  serious  about  decen¬ 
tralisation,  it  should  allow  parents  in  every 
education  authority  to  decide  periodically 
for  themselves  whether  they  want  com¬ 
prehensive  schools  or  selection.  What  better 
way  is  there  both  of  offering  them  a  stake  in 
their  children's  education  and  erf  wooing  the 
middle  classes  back  into  state  schools  in  foe 
South  East?  Some  areas  will  opt  for  one 
system,  others  for  foe  other,  providing  foe 
diversity  that  most  educationists  agree  to  be 
a  good  thing.  Worries  about  secondary 
modems  being  deserted  fay  good  teachers 
could  be  remedied  by  allocating  them  more 
money  per  pupil,  following  the  example  of 
“magnet"  schools  in  America. 

The  Labour  Party  may  not  be  in  the  mood 
fen1  such  radicalism  in  education  policy.  But 
what  the  Harman  row  has  done  is  to  make 
Labour  free  up  to  foe  fact  that  many 
inner-city  comprehensives  are  abysmal  and 
that  something  has  to  change.  If  the  debate 
an  education  becomes  more  realistic  within 
foe  party,  then  something  more  than  Tory 
smiles  will  have  emerged  from  this  wreck. 


Inflation  dangers 
of  ‘short-termism’ 

From  Professor  Emeritus  Alan  Day 

■  Sir,  It  is  disturbing  that  as  influential 
and  distinguished  an  economic  com¬ 
mentator  as  Anatole  Kaletsky  is  advo¬ 
cating  (Economic  View.  January  18) 
expansionary  policies  which,  if  imple¬ 
mented.  would  yet  again  repeat  the 
follies  of  “boom-bust”. 

He  is  probabiy  right  in  identifying 
that  public  opinion  is  increasingly  re¬ 
alising  the  disadvantages  of  a  slow- 
inflatum  economy  and  forgetting 
those  of  rapid  and  accelerating  infla¬ 
tion.  tt  is,  however,  the  duty  of 
sophisticated  commentators  to  inform 
the  public  of  the  real  choices  rather 
than  to  accept  its  understandable 
tendency  to  short-termism. 

Three  things  have  to  be  accepted. 
One  is  that  average  real  incomes  can¬ 
not.  in  the  long  run.  rise  faster  than 
productivity  —  optimistically  2J5  per 
cent  a  year  in  the  UK.  Secondly,  they 
can  rise  faster  than  tills  for  a  time,  by 
using  up  some  of  the  margin  of  spare 
capacity.  Thirdly,  no  one  today  knows 
bow  to  run  a  major  industrial  econ¬ 
omy  without  some  such  margin  —  in 
the  UK  broadly  around  8  per  cent  un¬ 
employment.  Any  attempt  to  push  ex¬ 
pansion  of  demand  beyond  this  is  like¬ 
ly  to  lead  to  steadily  accelerating  infla¬ 
tion  — ie,  not  merely  to  faster  inflation 
but  to  ever-faster. 

For  a  time,  the  majority  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  could  undoubtedly  be  made  to 
feel  better-off  if  these  three  factor? 
were  ignored.  To  the  credit  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  it  is  doing  its  best  to  learn  the 
lessons  and  to  ignore  calls  to  adopt 
shorMermist  strategies.  To  Mr  Blair’s 
credit  he  appears  to  agree. 

If  either  were  to  follow  Mr  Kalet- 
.  sky’s  policies  of  “several  consecutive 
years  of  4  or  5  per  cent  growth”  most 
of  us  would  fed  good  for  a  time,  but 
the  erosion  of  the  margin  of  spare  cap¬ 
acity  would  lead  to  rapidly  accelera¬ 
ting  inflation  and  so  unavoidably  to 
sharp  increases  in  taxes  and  interest 
rates — repeating  the  unhappy  conse¬ 
quences  when  another  eminent  econo¬ 
mic  commentator  (Nigel  Lawson)  was 
.given  his  head 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALAN  DAY. 

Chart  Place, 

Chart  Sutton,  Maidstone,  Kent 
January  19. 


BBC  chairmanship 

From  Dr  J.  M.  Wober 

Sir,  John  Wilkinson  (letter,  January 
IS:  also  see  letters  January  11)  rightly 
points  out  that  in  the  current  circum¬ 
stances  it  will  be  felt  that  the  new 
chairman  of  the  BBC  is  a  political 
appointee;  the  strains  arising  from 
this  will  disserve  both  the  public  and 
the  BBC. 

A  way  out  of  this  difficulty  would  be 
to  reestablish  the  governors  outside 
the  BBC.  They  would  have  a  role  sim¬ 
ilar  to  that  of  the  Independent  Tele¬ 
vision  Commission  vis-4-vis  Channels 
3, 4  and  5,  in  which  the  responsibilitjes 
of  the  body,  informed  by  its  staff  and 
research  unit,  are  to  the  public  via 
Parliament  instead  of,  as  now,  being  a 
duplicate  alongside  the  existing  board 
erf  management  facing  the  public  as 
BBC  insiders. 

The  “outed”  body  would  be  fin¬ 
anced  (as  also  should  the  ITC)  by  a 
tiny  fragment  of  the  licence  revenue; 
this  would  show  that  it  and  they  are 
essential  parts  of  the  mechanism  pro¬ 
tecting  public  service  broadcasting. 

Yours  sincerely, 

MALLORY  WOBER 
(Principal  lecturer), 

School  of  Media  Arts  and 
Communication, 

Bournemouth  University, 

Poole  House.  Talbot  Campus. 

Fern  Barrow,  Pbde.  Dorset 
January  15. 


Fogbound  airports 

From  Lord  Berkeley 

Sir,  On  January  17  you  reported  one- 
hour  delays  to  all  flights  at  Heathrow, 
due  to  fog  on  the  previous  day.  This 
must  have  been  a  minimum  figure. 

I  was  booked  that  day  on  the  BA 
shuttle  to  Glasgow.  The  1415  was 
cancelled  due  to  fog  and  and  we 
finally  got  on  a  plane  at  1630,  to  be 
greeted  fay  an  announcement  that, 
now  we  were  all  on  board,  the  captain 
had  applied  for  a  take-off  slot  and 
there  was  a  90-minute  delay;  rather 
more  than  the  one  hour  quoted.  At 
this  stage,  I  jumped  plane,  wishing  we 
had  been  told  the  truth  about  the 
problems  and  that  I  had  gone  by 
train. 

These  delays  were  apparently  not 
due  to  problems  with  take-off  or 
landing  but  to  difficulties  of  aircraft 
ground  movement,  which  is  still 
visual — and  if  you  can’t  see  the  end  of 
your  wing  it  must  be  difficult  seeing 
the  next  plane!  Oh  yes,  and  tiie 
runway  lights  also  failed.  The  general 
view  of  passengers  and  staff  that  I  met 
was  of  absolute  chaos,  both  in  the 
airports  and  on  the  roads  around. 

With  capacity  at  Heathrow  due  to 
increase  dramatically  if  Terminal  5 
comes  into  operation,  there  is  an 
obvious  need  to  have  a  foolproof 
ground-movement  system  for  aircraft 
m  fog  and  a  full  range  of  new  public 
transport  links  in  place  before  it 
opens.  Otherwise,  this  week’s  chaos 
will,  sooner  or  later,  be  repeated  on  a 
much  grander  scale. 

Yours. 

TONY  BERKELEY 

(Public  Affairs  Adviser,  Eurotunnel), 

House  of  Lords. 

January  18. 


1  Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-78Z  5000 


Support  for  Newbury  bypass 


From  Councillor  Simon  MelviUe 

Sir,  Mr  Adrian  Fisher  (letter.  January 
19)  got  it  wrong  when  he  said:  “These 
self-appointed  environmental  pres¬ 
sure  groups  . . .  lost  the  argument  at 
Newbury  after  20  years  of  lobbying 
and  ...  public  consultation  proce¬ 
dures."  They  didn't  take  part  in  it 

I  read  with  increasing  anger  the  let¬ 
ter  from  Simon  Lyster  et  al  (the  heads 
of  the  Wildlife  Trusts.  Greenpeace 
UK.  Counal  for  British  Archaeology, 
World  Wide  Fund  for  Nature  —  UK 
Friends  of  tire  Earth  and  Royal  Socie¬ 
ty  for  the  Protection  of  Birds)  on  the 
same  day. 

Not  one  of  these  organisations  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  public  inquiry  in  1988.  If 
they  had  a  point  to  make  they  should 
have  taken  part  in  the  democratic 
public  consultation  process.  The  pub¬ 
lic  inquiry  looked  at  more  than  30  dif¬ 
ferent  route  options,  lasted  many 
weeks  and  several  hundred  submis¬ 
sions  were  made  either  in  person  or  in 
writing. 

Newbury  can  only  solve  its  local 
traffic  problems  once  the  through  traf¬ 
fic  has  been  removed  from  the  town. 
The  bypass  currently  tinder  construc¬ 
tion  will  achieve  this  and  bring  relief 
to  the  environment  of  Newbury  itself. 
The  sooner  it  is  completed,  the  better. 

Yours  faithfully. 

SIMON  MELVILLE, 

Councillor,  Burghdere  Ward, 
Basingstoke  ana  Deane 
Borough  Council. 

Civic  Offices,  London  Road, 
Basingstoke.  Hampshire. 

January  19. 

From  Mr  George  Darwall 

Sir,  A  depressing  aspect  of  this  dis¬ 
pute  is  the  sheer  waste.  Caring  for  the 
countryside  requires  manpower  and 
money,  both  of  which  are  bring 
squandered  in  protests  and  counter¬ 
measures.  Meanwhile,  an  estimated 
80  per  cent  of  our  small  woods  are  un- 
managed,  with  serious  implications 
for  rare  species,  like  the  dormouse,  at 
Newbury. 

If  just  100  ablefaodied  participants 
(on  whichever  side  of  the  protest)  were 
to  lay  hedges  instead,  they  might  res¬ 
tore  to  rigour,  before  it  is  too  late,  over 
one  mile  of  deteriorating  hedgerow 
per  day.  The  bonus  for  landscape  and 
nature  might  soon  outweigh  the  im¬ 
pact  of  a  bypass  which  many  will  wel¬ 
come. 

Yours  etc, 

GEORGE  DARWALL 
116  Bradenstoke, 

Chippenham,  Wiltshire. 

From  the  Director  General  of  the 
Freight  Transport  Association 

Sir,  No  right-minded  person  or  organ¬ 
isation  should  fail  to  cherish  the  beau¬ 
ty  and  wildlife  of  the  English  couniry- 


Occupational  health 

From  the  Director  General  of  the 
British  Occupational  Health 
Research  Foundation 

Sir,  Your  report  panuaiy  16)  of  Judge 
John  Stephenson  finding  for  a  group 
of  coal-miners  wishing  to  pursue 
claims  for  industrial  injury  against 
British  Coal  for  vibration  white  finger 
(VWF)  draws  attention  to  die  overall 
issue  of  occupational  01-health. 

VWF  and  other  occupation-related 
diseases  account  for  astounding  levels 
of  financial  cost  and  personal  misery, 
estimated  in  the  UK  alone  to  affect  two 
million  people  every  year,  to  be  res¬ 
ponsible  for  up  to  25  per  cent  of  all 
absences  from  work  (or  13  million  lost 
working  days)  and  to  cost  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  5  per  cent  of  all  UK  company 
profits. 

VWF  is  a  distressing  physical  illness 
suffered  by  many  past  and  present- 
users  of  vibrating  machinery.  It  is  one 
of  several  occupational  illnesses  into 
which  research,  sponsored  by  this 


Hospital  future 

From  the  Chairman  of  Ealing. 
Hammersmith  and  Hounslow 
Health  Authority 

Sir,  The  plans  for  Queen  Charlotte's 
and  Chelsea  Hospital  to  build  a  unit  at 
Hammersmith  Hospital  and  combine 
it  with  the  latter’s  maternity  unit 
(article,  January  16;  letter.  January  19) 
are  intended  to  protect  and  enhance 
Queen  Charlotte’s. 

Many  less  prestigious  maternity 
centres  now  offer  accommodation 
which  is  more  modern  and  comfort¬ 
able  than  Queen  Charlotte’s. 

By  moving  onto  the  Hammersmith 
Hospital  site  Queen  Charlotte’s  re¬ 
search  opportunities  will  be  enhanced. 


As  seen  on  . . . 

From  Mrs  Kathy  Stevenson 

Sir,  Far  from  being  a  matter  for  praise 
and  congratulations  (report  and  lead¬ 
ing  article.  January  22).  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  National  Trust  (and 
others)  of  using  the  buildings  and 
locations  that  “star”  in  film  and 
television  to  bolster  their  income 
through  the  tourist  industry  should  in 
fact  be  of  great  concern. 

It  is  alarming  enough  that  people 
can  frequently  only  be  encouraged  to 
read  works  of  literature  once  they 
have  had  a  visual  image  firmly  im¬ 
planted  in  their  minds,  thus  depriving 
them  of  the  pleasure  of  intimacy  which 
Only  their  awn  imaginations  can  bring 
to  these  works  but  increasingly  the 
parameters  between  fact  and  fiction  — 


side.  The  protesters  at  the  site  of  the 
Newbury  bypass  do  not  have  an  ex¬ 
clusive  appreciation  of  these  issues. 
But  sometimes  a  compromise  with 
our  natural  environment  is  necessary. 

Comfort,  prosperity,  and  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  a  pleasant  environment  are 
heavily  dependent  on  a  prosperous 
and  dynamic  economy.  British  indus¬ 
try  is  dependent  on  efficient  and  eco¬ 
nomic  transport  and  distribution  if  it 
is  to  compete  with  its  European  neigh- 
hours. 

Newbury  is  a  strategic  bottleneck  — 
with  die  vast  majority  of  the  local  com¬ 
munity  suffering  the  consequences 
and  wanting  an  early  resolution.  The 
consultative  process  has  been  pursued 
to  the  utmost  and  every  aspect  of  the 
problem  considered  long  and  hard. 

The  decision  has  been  made  and  the 
road  should  be  built  without  further 
wasteful  and  costly  delay. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DAVID  C.  GREEN. 

Director  General. 

The  Freight  Transport  Association, 
Hermes  House,  St  John’s  Road, 
Tunbridge  Wells.  Kent 
January  19. 

From  MrJ.  A  Castle 

Sir,  You  appear  to  imply  (report. 
January  17)  that  businesses  in  New¬ 
bury  are  against  building  the  bypass. 
In  fact  many,  particularly  the  larger 
ones,  support  fa¬ 
it  is  hardly  surprising  that  the  pro¬ 
testers  are  being  rewarded  with  most 
of  the  media  coverage,  when  the  daily 
events  around  this  town  are  little 
more  than  a  co-ordinated  circus  acL 
This  comer  of  Berkshire  and  Hamp¬ 
shire  is  being  turned  into  a  rural  en¬ 
vironmental  slum  by  the  hordes  of  un¬ 
wanted  visitors  whose  only  intention 
is  to  cause  trouble.  The  great  majority 
of  us  would  like  to  see  the  bypass  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  area  relumed  to  a  nor¬ 
mal  existence. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JACK  CASTLE. 

The  Grove, 

North  End,  Newbury.  Berkshire. 


Styles  of  protest 

From  Mr  Alasdair Mitchell 

Sir,  While  contrasting  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  willingness  to  defy  Brussels 
over  a  drug  for  gamebirds,  but  not 
live  animal  exports,  Leonora  Digby 
Smith  (letter.  January  18)  might  like  to 
ponder  the  apparent  effectiveness  of 
reasoned  argument  in  comparison 
with  violent  protest 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALASDAIR  MITCHELL 
50  Northumberland  Avenue, 
Gosforth,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
January  19. 


foundation  and  others,  is  currently 
being  undertaken. 

Repetitive  strain  injury,  noise-in¬ 
duced  hearing  toss  and  now  VWF 
have  achieved  high  levels  of  recog¬ 
nition,  but  other  occupational  hazards 
such  as  asthma,  eczema,  musculo¬ 
skeletal  disorders  and,  increasingly, 
stress,  are  equally  serious. 

The  general  wellbeing,  health  and 
safely  of  employees  are  now  funda¬ 
mental  objectives  of  all  conscientious 
employers.  With  the  support  of  a 
growing  number  of  companies  this 
foundation  aims  —  through  improved 
knowledge,  education  and  screening 
—  to  minimise  or  eliminate  risk,  to 
overcome  many  aspects  of  work-re¬ 
lated  sickness  and  to  make  tomor¬ 
row's  workplace  safer. 

Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  McWILUAM. 

Director  General. 

British  Occupational  Health 
Research  Foundation, 

9  Mill  bank,  SW1, 

January  19. 


This  will  increase  the  opportunities  to 
tackle  complex  problems  and  bring 
important  benefits  in  the  NHS  and 
internationally. 

The  plan  has  the  strong  support  of 
medical  and  other  senior  staff  of  both 
Queen  Charlotte's  and  Hammersmith 
Hospital.  They  recognise  that  this 
change  is  needed  if  the  pre-eminence 
of  the  hospital’s  services,  teaching  and 
research  are  to  be  maintained. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ECCLES  of  MOULTON. 

Chairman. 

Ealing.  Hammersmith  and 
Hounslow  Health  Authority, 

1  Armstrong  Way, 

Southall.  Middlesex. 

January  19. 


the  "new  marriage”  you  refer  to  —  are 
becoming  ever  more  hazy. 

Escapism  is  one  thing,  but  losing 
sight  of  die  reality  of  our  historical  and 
literary  inheritance  is  another. 

Instead  of  protecting  this  inheri¬ 
tance,  the  National  Trust  is  in  effect 
creating  theme  parks:  surely  a  task 
better  left  to  Disney? 

Yours  faithfully, 

KATHY  STEVENSON, 

74  Kensington  Park  Road, 

Notting  Hfll,  WU. 

January  22. 


Letters  that  are  intended 
for  publication  should  carry  a 
daytime  telephone  number.  They 
may  be  sent  to  a  fax  number  — 
0171-782  5046. 


Data  protection 
rules  at  fault 

From  Dr  Brian  D.  Keighley 

Sir,  I  cannot  be  the  only  representa¬ 
tive  of  a  small  organisation  who  is  in¬ 
furiated  by  the  three-yearly  demand 
from  the  Data  Protection  agency  for  a 
fee  of  CTO  to  continue  registration.  1 
understand  totally  that  there  needs  to 
be  regular  income  for  fulfilment  of 
statutory  functions,  but  it  is  patently 
unfair  for  my  medical  practice  of  two 
doctors  to  pay  the  same  unified  fee  as 
major  companies  or  large  govern¬ 
ment  agencies. 

The  DP  registrar,  Elizabeth  France, 
and  her  predecessor,  have  been  un¬ 
able  to  implement  reform  in  the  shape 
of  a  stratified  fee  because  of  flaws  in 
the  primary  legislation  conferring  the 
agency’s  powers.  However,  in  July 
1995  the  EU  General  Data  Protection 
Directive  came  into  force  and  fresh 
legislation  must  be  enacted  in  each 
member  state  within  three  years  of 
that  date. 

This  gives  the  UK  an  opportunity  to 
change  the  arrangements  so  that  my 
practice  will  not  be  charged  the  same 
fee  as  Marks  &  Spencer  or  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Defence.  I  believe  such  a  change 
would  be  welcomed  by  all  small  or¬ 
ganisations,  the  registrar  herself,  and 
all  those  interested  in  fairness  in  the 
application  of  a  necessary  charge. 

Yours  etc, 

BRIAN  D.  KEIGHLEY, 

The  Clinic,  Buchanan  Street. 

Balfron,  Stirlingshire. 

January  14. 


Auld  and  true 

From  Mr  Alistair  Sharp 

Sir.  Robert  Burns,  a  prolific  letter- 
writer,  would  surely  have  been  de¬ 
lighted  that  the  Royal  Mail’s  spedal 
set  of  stamps  being  issued  on  January 
25  to  celebrate  his  work  are  prompting 
letters  to  The  Times  (January  23), 

The  Royal  Mail  recognises  the  fact 
that  Bums  was  not  the  originator  of 
the  song.  Auld  Lang  Syne.  Probably 
the  earliest  version  of  the  song.  Auld 
Kvndnes  foryett.  was  published  in 
1568. 

However,  no  version  that  comes 
dose  to  Bums's  has  ever  been  found, 
so  it  is  generally  agreed  it  should  be 
attributed  to  him.  The  letter  to  George 
Thomson  (September  1793)  does  make 
it  clear  that  Bums  took  the  words 
down  from  “an  old  man  singing",  as 
your  correspondent,  Mr  Mitchell, 
says,  but  virtually  every  line  was  re¬ 
worked.  Ironically,  however,  the 
opening  line  used  on  the  60p  stamp. 
“Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot", 
is  one  of  the  few  which  remained  un¬ 
changed. 

The  concept  of  the  set  of  four  stumps 
is  to  use  the  first  lines  of  works  made 
famous  by  Bums,  to  illustrate  the  di¬ 
versity  of  his  legacy.  By  reworking  a 
traditional  song  Bums  created  what 
has  become  a  universal  anthem,  and 
we  think  it  is  fitting  for  the  sang  to  be 
featured  rat  a  stamp  which  has  an 
overseas  postage  rate.  t 

Yours  faithfully. 

ALISTAIR  SHARP 

(Head  of  Philatelic  Marketing). 

Royal  Mail, 

Finsbury  Square,  EC2A  1NL 
January  23. 


Snowboarding  princes 

From  Mr  Robi  Sonderegger 

Sir,  Snowboarders  here  in  Klosters 
were  most  impressed  that  the  Prince 
of  Wales  and  Prince  Harry  broke 
away  from  the  tradition  of  skiing  to 
try  snowboarding  (“All  aboard  for  the 
new  sensation".  Weekend,  January 
13).  As  their  instructor  that  day  1 
would  dispute  that  "snowboarders 
were  appalled"  that  they  did  it  in  ski 
boots. 

It  is  true  that  most  experienced 
snowboarders  wear  soft  boots,  but  1 
and  many  other  professionals  urge 
most  beginners  to  start  with  hard 
boots  or  ski  boots. 

At  that  level  the  difference  is  prac¬ 
tically  unnoticeable.  and  hard  boots 
offer  beginners  more  support,  more 
control  and  less  risk  of  ankle  injury. 
Leaning  forward  on  snowboards  is 
one  of  the  hardest  things  for  begin¬ 
ners  and  the  design  of  ski  boots  can 
help  with  this. 

The  ski  boots  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
hardly  hindered  him  from  picking  up 
the  sport.  I  was  most  impressed  at  his 
confidence  and  posture. 

Riding  snowboards  which,  contrary 
to  your  report,  can  go  much  faster 
than  skis,  requires  guts  and  a  sense  of 
adventure,  especially  for  the  not  so 
young.  I  give  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
his  incredibly  fast-leaming  son  (who 
was  also  wearing  ski  boots)  great 
praise  for  their  performance. 

Thank  you,  and  very  best  wishes, 
ROBI  SONDEREGGER. 

Ski  and  Snowboard schule  Saas. 
Landstrasse  15. 

7252  Klosters  Dorf, 

Switzerland. 

January  19. 

Back  soon? 

From  Mr  Norman  E.  Bagshaw 

Sir,  My  geography  teacher  used  to  say 
that  the  sirocco  returns  every  year.  As 
a  loyal  customer  and  shareholder  of 
Forte,  l  look  forward  to  Sir  Rocco's 
return  to  the  hotel  scene. 

Yours  etc, 

NORMAN  BAGSHAW. 

59  Clement  Road,  Marple  Bridge. 
Stockport  Greater  Manchester. 
January  23. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


SANDRINGHAM.  NORFOLK 
January  24:  The  Queen.  Honorary 
Air  Commodore,  this  morning 
visited  Royal  Air  Force  Marham 
and  was  received  by  the  Station 
Commander  (Group  Captain  John 
Broad  hem). 

Her  Majesty  mer  station  person¬ 
nel  and  their  families  and  Incnl 

schoolchildren  before  opening  the 
new  Aireraft  Refinishing  Fadlily. 

The  Queen  afterwards  attended 
a  Reception  for  All  Ranks  nnd 
civilians  in  the  Sergeants'  Mess 

and  honoured  the  Station  Com¬ 
mander  with  her  presence  at 
Luncheon  in  the  Officers'  Mess. 

This  afternoon  Her  Majesty 
observed  station  personnel  carry¬ 
ing  out  exercises  in  response  to  a 
simulated  attack. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
January  24:  The  Prince  Edward. 
Chairman.  The  Duke  of  Edin¬ 
burgh's  Award  Special  Projects 
Group,  this  evening  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Buckingham  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Past  Presi¬ 
dent.  the  Lord'S  Taverners,  later 
attended  the  Umpires'  Dinner  at 
the  London  Hilton.  Park  Lane. 
London  Wl. 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
January  24:  The  Princess  Royal, 
ColoneHn-Chicf,  The  Worcester¬ 
shire  and  Sherwood  Foresters 
Regiment,  today  visited  the  1st 
Battalion  at  Lucknow  Barracks, 
Tidworth.  Hampshire. 

Pier  Royal  Highness  this  after¬ 
noon  arrived  at  Royal  Air  Force 
AJdergmve  and  was  received  by 
the  Head  of  the  Northern  Ireland 
Civil  Service  (Sir  David  Fell). 

The  Princess  Royal.  President. 
Saw  the  Children  Fund,  this 
evening  attended  a  Private  Appeal 

Dinner  at  Hillsborough  Castle. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
January  24:  The  Princess  Mar¬ 
garet.  Countess  of  Snowdon.  Pa¬ 
tron.  tnday  visited  London 
Ugh  it  muse.  Lancaster  Road. 
London,  WH,  for  the  launch  of  the 
programme  of  events  to  mark  its 
tenth  anniversary  year. 

YORK  HOUSE 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
January  24:  Tlie  Duke  of  Kent. 
Vice-Chairman.  British  Overseas 
Trade  Board,  today  presented  die 
British  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Scroll  (A  Appreciation  to  Mr  Paul 
CcuvorM  at  York  House.  Si 
James’s  Palace.  London  SWI. 


Birthdays  today  Lectures 


The  Rev  Professor  G.W.  Anderwn. 
theologian.  83:  Mrs  Cory  Aquino, 
former  President  of  the  Phil¬ 
ippines.  63:  Sir  Tom  Arnold,  MP. 
44;  Mr  Raymond  Baxter,  writer 
and  bmadcLStcr,  74;  Viscount 
Blakenham.  53:  the  Most  Rev 
Dermot  Clifford.  Archbishop  of 
Cashel  and  EmJy,  57:  Vice-Admiral 
Sir  David  Cluncrbudc.  83:  the  Earl 
of  Coventry.  t>2:  Miss  Emma 
Freud,  broadcaster.  34.  Sir  Paul 
Girolami.  former  chairman.  Glaxo 
Holdings.  70,  Mr  Brian  Hayes, 
Deputy  Commissioner.  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Mice.  56:  bird  lliffe.  88; 
Professor  G.E.R.  Lloyd,  Master. 
Darwin  College.  Cambridge.  63: 
Sir  James  Mellon,  diplomat.  67: 
Sir  David  Nicholas,  former  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive.  ITN.  66; 
Lord  NkholEs  of  Birkenhead.  63: 
Mr  William  O'Brien.  MP.  67:  Air 
Commodore  AjV.  Reed,  former 
director.  RAF  Nursing  Services. 
66:  Mr  David  ShaUodc.  Chief 
Constable.  Awn  and  Somerset.  6P: 
Mr  Tom  Shebbeare.  director,  the 
Prince's  Trust  and  the  Royal 
Jubilee  Trusts.  44:  Miss  Angela 
Thorne,  actress.  57;  Professor 
Edward  UHendorff.  former  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Ethiopian  Studies.  76:  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  frier  While.  77. 


Royal  engagements 

The  Princess  Royal,  as  President  of 
the  British  Olympic  Association, 
will  attend  the  Midlands  division 
dinner  for  the  British  Olympic 
appeal  at  the  Sports  and  Social 
complex  of  VauxhaU  Motors.  Lu¬ 
ton.  at  7  JO. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester,  as  Patron 
of  the  Panen makers'  Company, 
vrili  attend  the  annual  dinner  at  the 
Mansion  House  at  7.20. 

The  Duchess  of  Gloucester  will 
attend  a  reception  given  by  the 
British  College  of  Optometrists  at 
Guildhall. .at  7.15.  to  mark  the 
granting  of  a  Royal  Charter  of 
Incorporation. 


Luncheon 

Lord  Gookl 

Urn!  Gookl.  President  of  the 
International  Corporate  Identity 
Group  and  Chairman  of  Court 
Strathclyde  University,  was  the 
host  at  a  luncheon  held  yesterday 
at  the  House  of  bards  to  mark  the 
launch  of  ICIG.  Mr  Clive  Chajet 
and  Professor  Stephen  Greyser  of 
Harvard  Business  School  also 
spoke. 


Barbers'  Company 
Professor  Henry  Roseveare  deliv¬ 
ered  the  Sir  Licmel  Denny  lecture, 
sponsored  hy  the  Barbers'  Com¬ 
pany.  al  the  Museum  of  London 
last  night.  Professor  Donald 
Barit rop.  Master,  presided,  as¬ 
sisted  bv  Mr  R.R.C.  Bloomfield. 
Upper  Warden,  and  Mr  AJ.B. 
Missen.  Middle  Warden. 

Institution  of  Mechanical 
Engineers 

Mr  Charles  Betts  delivered  the 
annual  Thomas  Lowe  Gray  lecture 
yesterday  at  the  Institution  of 
Mechanical  Engineers.  Mr  F. 
Chris  Price,  president,  was  in  the 
chair. 


Dinner 

Chartered  Accountants' 
Company 

Mr  J.M.  Renshall.  Master  of  the 
Chartered  Accountants'  Company, 
assisted  by  Mr  W.S.C.  Richards. 
Senior  Warden,  and  Mr  G.H. 
KJngsnull.  Junior  Warden,  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  winter  dinner  held  last 
night  at  Drapers’  Hall.  Sir  David 
Walker,  the  Senior  Warden  and 
Mr  Daniel  Hudson  also  spoke. 
The  Town  Clerk  and  Chamber- 
lain.  City  of  London  Corporation, 
and  the  Masters  of  the  Solicitors'. 
Master  Mariners'  and  Upholders' 
Companies  were  among  the 
guests. 


Coningsby  Chib 

The  Hon  Peter  Brooke,  CH.  MP. 
presided  at  a  dinner  of  the 
Coningsby  Club  held  last  night  at 
the  Carlton  Club.  Mr  Jeremy 
Hunt,  chairman,  and  members  of 
the  committee,  were  the  hosts.  Mr 
Max  Hastings.  Editor  of  the 
Evening  Standard,  was  the  guest 
of  honour  and  speaker. 


Uppingham  School 

The  Chapel  Choir  will  perform  the 
Durufle  Requiem  in  Westminster 
Abbey  un  Sunday.  February  4.  at 
5.30pm.  Former  pupils  and  other 
friends  of  the  school  are  welcome 
to  attend.  Tickets  are  not  required. 


Today’s  events 

The  Queen's  Life  Guard  mounts  at 
Hnr*e  Guards  al  ll.UO. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Trafalgar  Park,  once  under  threat  from  dry  rot  and  developers,  will  become  a  venue  for  rehearsal  and  concerts 

Country  house  reborn  as  home  of  opera 


Bv  Marcus  Biivney 

ARCHITECTURE 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE  country  house  a  grate¬ 
ful  nation  gave  to  the  family 
of  the  hero  of  Trafalgar  has 
been  bought  by  an  opera 
impresario.  Michael  Wade 
plans  to  use  Trafalgar  Park, 
near  Salisbury,  as  a  centre  to 
nurture  young  singers  and 
musicians  after  they  leave 
college. 

Mr  Wade  said:  “My  plan  is 
to  encourage  companies  to 
use  the  house  for  theirannual 
weekend  retreats  and  to 
sponsor  public  concerts.  This 
way  the  sponsors  will  meet 
the  singers  and  musicians 
which  they  rarely  do  and 
ticket  prices  mil  be  kept 
down." 

Mr  Wade  wants  to  create  a 
250-seat  concert  hall  in  the 
north  wing  and  eventually  to 


vest  the  bouse  in  a  music 
trust.  An  inaugural  concert  at 
the  weekend  by  Opera  Inter¬ 
ludes  in  the  rococo  hall  was 
attended  by  guests  including 
Sir  Edward  Heath.  Richard 
Baker  and  Jilly  Cooper. 

On  Nelson's  death  in  1805, 


Wade:  hopes  to  create 
250-seat  concert  hall 


his  immediate  heir  was  his 
elder  brother  the  Rev  William 
Nelson,  who  succeeded  him 
as  Duke  of  Bronte  and  was 
created  Eari  Nelson  ofT rafai- 
gar.  The  gift  of  Trafalgar  to 
the  Nelson  family  in  1814 
parallels  the  grant  of  the 
royal  manor  of  Woodstock  to 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
and  the  Stratfirid  Saye  estate 
to  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

After  the  ruinous  expense 
of  building  Blenheim  Palace 
at  Woodstock.  Parliament 
shied  away  from  providing  a 
grand  new  mansion  for  either 
Wellington  or  Nelson  and 
instead  purchased  the  Stand- 
lynch  estate  south  of  Safis- 
bury.  with  an  imposing  mid- 
18th  century  pink  brick  boose 
with  large  flanking  wings  in 
the  manner  of  the  architect 
Janies  Gibbs. 

According  to  Country  Life: 
“No  lovelier  situation  could 


Child  cemetery  tells  grim  tale 

By  Norman  Hammond,  archaeology  correspondent 


DOZENS  of  dead  babies. 
Found  among  the  ruins  of  a 
Roman  villa,  may  have  been 
victims  of  an  ancient  epidem¬ 
ic.  Anaemia  and  malaria  are 
both  possible  causes  of  the 
deaths,  which  occurred  1500 
years  ago  in  central  Italy. 

The  villa,  at  Lugnano  in 
Umbria,  was  built  in  the  2nd 
century  and  abandoned  in  the 
3rd.  Two  centuries  later  its 
collapsing  rooms  were  used  as 
an  infant  cemetery,  according 
to  Professor  David  Soren  of 
the  University  of  Arizona  and 
his  wife  Noelle. 

“Forty-seven  children  were 
buried  amid  the  partly  col¬ 
lapsed  walls  of  five  rooms,” 
they  say  in  Archaeology. 
“Twenty-two  were  foetuses, 
probably  miscarriages,  eigh¬ 
teen  were  newborn,  six  were 
four  to  six  months  and  one 
was  two  or  three  years  old." 

Some  of  the  babies  were 
buried  in  old  wine  amphorae, 
others  on  reused  roof  tiles. 
Infant  mortality  was  probably 
25-30  per  cent  in  normal  times. 


and  would  have  soared  during 
epidemics. 

“Ptemature  infants  appear 
to  have  been  buried  with  little 
or  no  care,"  the  Sorens  say. 
"Romans  believed  that  child¬ 
ren  who  died  before  nine  days 
should  not  be  lamented  or 
buried  with  great  ceremony." 
Most  of  the  babies  seem  to 
have  been  buried  within  a 
short  period,  perhaps  only  a 
few  days  or  weeks.  The  pat¬ 
tern  of  inrerment.  with  single 
bodies  being  followed  by 
groups  of  up  to  seven,  "leads 
us  to  believe  that  a  few  deaths 
led  to  the  creation  of  the 
cemetery'",  they  say. 

"Then  more  babies  died  or 
were  miscarried:  an  epidemic 
that  first  struck  a  few  infants 
and  then  spread  rapidly,  kill¬ 
ing  many  and  causing  women 
to  miscarry.  We  will  know 
how  the  adults  were  affected 
when  we  find  their  cemereiy." 

Puppies  found  with  some  of 
the  burials  may  have  been 
sacrificed  in  a  ritual  intended 
to  calm  evil  forces:  in  Roman 


times  the  bereft  mother  was 
considered  unclean,  and  the 
child’s  soul  a  dangerous  force. 
A  raven’s  daw  and  a  toad 
found  with  other  children  may 
have  also  been  intended  to 
ward  off  spirits. 

Study  of  the  bones  has 
shown  traces  of  parotic  hyper¬ 
ostosis,  a  response  to  anaemia. 
But  malaria  was  widespread 
in  the  5th  century  AD  —  and 
was  still  a  problem  in  parts  of 
Italy  until  the  1950s. 

Burnt  honeysuckle  seeds  in 
the  cemetery  support  the  the¬ 
sis  that  malaria  was  the  killer. 
These  suggest  that  the  epidem¬ 
ic  tod;  place  in  summer,  the 
peak  season  for  malaria.  The 
herb  could  have  been  used  in 
treatment. 

“There  may  be  no  way  to 
prove  our  malaria  hypothesis 
with  present  technology,”  the 
Sorens  say.  "Yet  it  is  dear  that 
something  terrible  happened 
to  those  Umbrian  infants  that 
summer  in  the  5th  century.” 

□  Source:  Archaeology  48  No 
5:  43-48. 


have  been  chosen."  Pro¬ 
nouncing  the  name  of  the 
house  in  the  same  way  as 
Trafalgar  Square  in  London 
raises  eyebrows  in  Wiltshire 
where  the  gar  rhymes  with, 
car.  After  the  Nelson,  family 
sold  Trafalgar  in  1948,  the 
house  was  separated  from  the 
surrounding  estate  and  left 
with  only  seven  acres  of  land. 
The  north  wing  was  eaten  up 
by  dry  rot  and  developers 
were  seeking  permission  to 
build  in  the  grounds  when 
Mr  Wade  bought  the  house 
late  last  year. 

Proposing  a  vote  of  thanks 
at  the  inaugural  concert  Sir 
Edward  Heath  recalled:  “My 
love  of  opera  was  bom  when 
1  first  saw  Carmen  in  Paris 
aged  13.  In  the  next  box  was  a 
very  beautiful  lady  whose 
shoulder  strap  slipped  a  little 
further  with  every  dramatic 
turn  in  the  plot" 


I  Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  St  Edmund  Campion, 
Jesuit  martyr.  London.  1540;  Rob¬ 
ert  Boyle,  chemist.  Lissmore,  Co 
Waterford,  1627;  Joseph  Lagrange, 
mathematician,  Turin.  1736;  Rob¬ 
ert  Bums,  poet  Alknvay.  1759:  Sir 
Francis  Burden,  politician.  1770: 
William  McGllUvrsy,  naturalist. 
Old  Aberdeen.  1796;  John  Arbuth- 
not  Fisher.  1st  Baron  Fisher, 
admiral  of  the  fleet.  Ceylon.  1841; 
William  Somerset  Maugham,  nov¬ 
elist  and  dramatist,  Paris.  1874; 
Virginia  Woolf,  novelist  and  critic. 
London.  1882;  Wilhelm  Furt- . 
wangkr.  conductor.  Berlin,  1886,- 
Witold  Lutnslawski.  composer. 
Warsaw.  1913. 

DEATHS:  Robert  Burton,  author 
of  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  Ox¬ 
ford,  1640;  William  Shield,  com¬ 
poser.  London.  1829;  Dorothy 
Wordsworth,  writer.  RydaL  Cum¬ 
bria.  1855;  Frederic  Leighton. 
President  of  the  Royal  Academy 
187896.  Kensington.  1896. 

King  Edward  III  acceded '  to  the 
throne.  1327. 

The  League  of  Nations  was  ' 
founded.  1919. 


Legal  appointments 

John  Graham  Boggis.  QC.  and 
Fergus  Irvine  Mitchell  to  be  circuit 
Judges,  assigned  to  the  Midland 
and  Oxford  Circuit  and  the  South 
Eastern  Circuit  respectively. 


Mr  J.C.D.  Ash 

and  Miss  H.C.  Briggs  . 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jtdyon,  son  of  Mr  Brian 
Ash.  of  Reading,  and  Mrs  Marie 
Ash,  of  East  Sheen,  and  Hilary, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Michael 
Briggs,  of  Eynsham,  Oxfordshire. 

Mr  R.P.C  Bridgeman ' 
aad  Miss  A.M.  Monaster 
.The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard-  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Robert  Bridgeman.  of 
Harpenderi,  Hertfordshire,  and 
Alice,  elder  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Anthony  Moncasrer.  of  Layer 
Mamey.  Essex. 

Mr  J.E.  Buckley 
and  Miss  EJv.  Pyfras 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  John,  elder  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Roger  Buckley,  of  Willaston, 
■Wrrrai.  and  Kate,  younger 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  'William 
fybus,  of ThrowUagh.  Devon. 

Mr  D.N.S.  Chapman  . 
aad  Miss  CR.  Brodie 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  NevHJe,  son  of  Canon  and 
Mrs  Derek  Chapman,  of  Scdles- 
corabe.  -  East  Sussex,  and 
Charmian.  daughter  of  the  late  Mr 
Stuart  Brodie  and  of  Mrs  Gillian 
Brodie.  of  Little  Hedgeholme,  Co 
Durham.' 

Mr  N.  Cox 

and  Miss  K.R.  Seeker  ' 

The  'engagement  is  announced 

between  Nicholas,  son  of  Professor 
and  Mrs  Antony  Cox,  of  Wensfcy. 
Derbyshire,  and  Kitty,  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Adrian  Seeker,  of 
Iver,  Buckinghamshire. 

Dr  DA.  Cruse 
and  Mrs  J.C.  Latter 
Dr  Denis  Cruse  of  Hafleybuiy  in 
Hertfordshire  and  Mrs  Julia 
Latter  (rate  Tibbs)  of  Lamberhurst 
in  Kent  are  delighted  to  announce 
that  they  will  be  marrying  in  April. 

Mr  P.R.  GiD 
and  Miss  S.M-  Keane 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Peter,  son  of  the  late  Mr 
David  Gill  and  of  Mrs  Kenneth- 
Smi  th,  of  Melbourne,  Victoria,  and 
Susan,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr 
John  Keane  and  of  Mrs  Keane;  of 
Medstead.  Hampshire  . 


Mr  SJL  Hastifaw 
and  Miss  LS.K.  Pride 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon,  eider  son  of 
Captain  R.G.  Hasfikw.  CBE;  RN, 
and  Mis  Hasolow.  of  Liss. 
Hampshire,  and  Louisa,  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  B.W.  Pride,  of 
Sione-in-Oxney.  Tenterden,  Kent 
MrV.C.  Jws 
and  Mis  R-M.  Tcesdak 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Vaughan,  eider  son  of  the 
late  Mr  and  Mrs  Lewis  Ives,  of 
Poole.-  Dorset,  and  Rosalind, 
second  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
John  Tresdafoi  of  Whitminster, 

Gloucestershire. 

Mr  N.P.  Sforer 
and  Miss  C.E.  Dove 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Nicholas,  son  of  Dr  and 
Mrs  John  Storer,  of  Blewbury. 
Oxfordshire,  and.  Carrie,  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  R.  Dove,  of  Falls 
Church.  Virginia,  USA. 

MrW.D.  Symington 
and  Miss  J.P.  Booth 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  William,  deter  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  DA  Symington,  and 
Juliet,  daughter  of  Sir  Christopher 
Booth  and  -  of  Dr  Lavtnia 
Loughridge.  .  _ 

Mr  CJ.  Wilkins 
aad  Miss  M-S.  Hamilton 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Christopher,  son  of  Mis 
Claire.  Wilkins,  of  Hastemere, 
Surrey,  and  Madeleine,  elder 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Stewart 
Hamilton,  of  Hollow  Meadows. 
Sheffield. 

Mr  P.S.  WoUocombe 
aod  Miss  S.L  Harrison 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Paul,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Martin  Woflocombe.  of  Quito. 
Ecuador,  and  Sophie,  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Roger  Harrison,  of 
lichen  Stoke  -  Mill.  Alresford, . 
Hampshire 


Marriage 


Mr  RAD.  Broad  head 
and  Mrs  J.H.  Smith 
The  marriage  took  place  jn 
London,  on  January  24.  19%, 
between  Anthony  Broad  head  and 
Till  Smith.  (n*e  Proud  love). 


Church  news 


Appointments 

The  Rev  Robert  Bashford,  Assis¬ 
tant  Cura  re.  Gafleywuod.  St  Mich¬ 
ael  and  All  Angels  (Chelmsford):  to 
be  the  incumbent.  Cfapham  iSt 
.  Albans). 

The  Rev  Julia  Buitenuorth,  Team 
Vicar,  Whitstable  St  Andrew 
(Canterbury):  to  be  also  an  Honor¬ 
ary  Canon  of  Canterbury 
Cathedral. 

The:  Rev  Quentin  Chandler,  Assis¬ 
tant  Curate,  poldington  (St  .Al- . 
bans):  to  be.Minister  of  St  frier's. 
Rushden  (Peterborough). 

The  Rev  Jeremy  Oark-King.  Cu¬ 
rate.  Ledbury  parish  church  (Her¬ 
eford):  to  be  parHinw  Curate, 
Great  St  Mary  Is  Church.  Cam¬ 
bridge.  and  Chaplain  of  Gtrton 
College,  Cambridge  (Ely). 

The  Rev  Dr  Michael  Cooke.  NSM. 
Christ  church,  Beckenham:  to  be 
Priest-uvcharge.  St  Lawrence,  Seal 
and  St  Margaret.  Underriver 
(Rochester). 

The  Rev  Deni  Dawes,  Assistant 
Curate.  Watford.  St  Mary:  to  be 
Priest-in-charge,  Dunton  w. 
Wresdingwdrth  and  Eyeworth  (St 
Albans). 

The  Rev  Canon  Christine 
Farrington,  Assistant  Curate.  St 
Mary  the  Great.  Cambridge:  to  be 
Vicar.  St  Mark's,  Cambridge  and 
continue  as  Diocesan  Co-Director 
of  Ordinands  and  Women's  Min¬ 
istry  (Ely).  • 

The  Rev  Gordon  Fisher.  Vicar, 
Marton-in-Ctevehmd  (York)-'  to  be . 
Rector.  St  frier  and  St  Paul, 
Kettering  (Peterborough). 

The  Rev  George  Fryer,  Priest-in- 
.  charge.  St  frtens.  Waisden:  to  be  . 
also  Priest-in-charge.  St  Michael 
and  All  Angels.  Cbrnholme 
(Wakefield). 


The  Rev  Brendan  Giblin,  Assistant 
Curate;  Tadcaster  w.  Newton 
Kyrne  to  be  Rector,  Stocktnn-on- 
the-Forest  w.  Holtby  and  Warthili 
(York).  . 

•The  Rev  frnelope  Graysmich. 
Assistant  Curate,  Cannock  Team 
Ministry:  to  be  Assistant  Chaplain. 
Stafford  District  General  Hospital 
(Lichfield). 

The  Rev  Keith  Hale,  Priest-in- 
charge.  Tankersley  and  of 
ThurgoEand  and  Worthy:  to  be 
Vicar;  Tankersley,  Thurgoland 
.  and  Worriey  (Sheffield). 

The  Rev  Noelle  Hall,  Priest-m- 
charge,  St  Mary,  Sittingboume 
.  and  Assistant  Director  of  Post 
Ordination  Training  (Canterbury): 
.to  be  also  an  Honorary  Canon  of 
.  Canterbury  Cathedral. 

The  Rev  John  Hargreaves.  Assis- 
.  tant  Chaplain  General.  HM 
Prison  Service:  to  be  Rector,  Stone 
St  Michael  (Lichfield). 

The  Rev  Glen  Hocken.  Assistant 
Curate,  Sr  Mary.  COgges  and  St 
James,  South  Leigh  (Oxford)-,  to  be 
Assistant  Curate.  St  Michael, 
Bokhnere  (Birmingham). 

The  Rev  Christopher  Hughes. 
Team  Vicar,  Womboume  Team 
Ministry:  to  be  Team  Rector. 
Womboume  Team  Ministry. 

(Lichfield). 

The  Rev  (an  Johnson.  Curate. 
Eymgton.  Leicester  to  be  Assistant 
Priest,  w.  special  responsibility  for 
Fbxion  and  Gumley;  and  Sub¬ 
stitute  Chaplain  to  HM  Prison. 
Gartree  (Leicester).  - 
The  Rev  David  Lavender.  Method¬ 
ist  Member  of  the  Central  Telford 
Team  Ministry:  to  be  Churches 
Development  Officer  and 
Ecumenical  Officer.  Central 
Telford  Team  Ministry  (Lichfield). 
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I  tUd  not  know  him:  bat  hr 
wt«  sent  me  to  baptize  to 
water  had  low  me.  "The 
man  on  whom  you  see  the 
SoOH  came  down  and  rest  is 
the  one  who  Is  to  baattze  tn 
Holy  Stum”. 

John  1  :  35  <RESX 
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ERIC  BRIAULT 
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Eric  Briaub,  CBE,  Education 
Officer  of  the  Inner  London 

Education  Authority,  J 971-76,  died 
on  January  14  aged  84.  He  was 
born  on  December  24, 1911. 

ERIC  BRIAULTS  career  In  education 
led  him  from  teaching  to  inspecting  to 
administrating,  and  culminated  in  five 
years,  during  the  early  1970s,  as 
Education  Officer  of  the  Inner  London 
Education  Authority  (ILEA).  Those 
who  met  him  were  struck  by  his 
intelligence  and  cool  logic.  But  beneath 
this  he  was  a  warm  man,  and ,  he 
promoted  the  needs  of  handicapped 
children  and  the  careers  of  numerous 
young  men' and  women.  His  influence 
on  teaching  stretched  far  beyond  the 
confines  of  London. 

Briault  was  a  visionary,  but  while  he 
was  unafraid  of  controversy,  and 
actively  pursued  his  ideal  of  the  large 
comprehensive  school,  he  never  failed 
to  offer  consultation.  He  played  a 
central  role  at  the  London  County 
Council  and  ILEA  from  the  1940s  to  the 
1970s.  during  what  some  have 
described  as  the  golden  age  in 
London's  educational  story  —  one 
marked  by  the  harmonious  working 
together  of  education  officers,  inspec¬ 
tors  and  teachers.  Later  he  sought  to 
extend  this  partnership  to  parents. 

Eric  William  Henry  Briault  was  the 
son  of  a  master  jeweller.  Brought  up  in 
Brighton,  he  won  a  scholarship  from 
Brighton  and  Hove  Grammar  School 
to  Ptterhouse,  Cambridge.  He  read 
history,  before  switching  to  geography, 
and  got  a  first.  He  was  also  an  excellent 
athlete.  In  1933  he  won  a  Blue,  being 
placed  second  in  the  Varsity  three- 
miles.  and  in  the  previous  two  years  he 
won  half-blues  for  cross-country 
running. 

From  Cambridge  he  went  straight 
into  teaching,  counting  himself  fortu¬ 
nate  to  get  a  job  at  Queen  Elizabeth 
Grammar  School,  Barnet  —  even 
thongb  that  school  could  not  afford  to 
pay  the  allowance  normally  given  to 
those  holding  first-class  degrees.  Here 
he  proved  a  natural  teacher,  inspiring 
children  not  only  in  the  classroom,  but 
in  athletics  and  cross-country  running. 
He  persuaded  the  headmaster,  gover¬ 
nors  and  groundsman  to  build  a 
steeplechase  water-jump  for  pupils. 

In  1935  Briault  married  his  teenage 


sweetheart,  Marie  Knight  At  this  time' 
he  was  spending  many  hours  walking 
the  Sussex  countryside,  researching 
the  land  utilisation.  He  was  awarded  a 
PhD  in  1939,  being  partly  responsible 
for  the  Sussex  edition  of  Dudley 
Stamp's  original  series  of  county 
books,  which  for  die  first  time 
studied  all  aspects  from  geology 
through  to  present  day  usage  of  die 
land. 

In  1937  he  left  Queen  Elizabeth 
Grammar  School  to  become  head  of. 
geography  at  Latymer  Upper  School. 
Hammersmith.  There,  too,  •  he 
revolutionised  not  only  geography 
teaching  but  athletics  and  cross-coun¬ 
try  running. 

He  was  a  convinced  Christian 
pacifist,  and  he  led  pupils  on  “farming 
camps"  during  the  war  years.  By  1947 
he  had  become  one  of  the  most 
respected  schoolboy  athletics  coaches 
in  the  South  East  of  England. 


His  ambition  had  originally  been  to 
become  a  headmaster.  Many  of  his 
former  pupils  from  these  years  thought 
that  he  should  never  have  left  teaching. 
But.  as  he  was  now  recognising,  the 
fact  of  having  registered  as  a  conscien¬ 
tious  objector  effectively  dosed  the 
door  on  any  such  prospect  When  in 
194S  one  of  his  colleagues  drew  his 
attention  to  an  advertisement  for  an 
inspector  of  geography  in  the  service  of 
the  London  County  Council,  he  applied 
for  it  and.  rather  to  his  surprise,  found 
himself  appointed.  Being  initially  also 
district  inspector  for  Lambeth  brought 
him  into  contact  with  underprivileged 
children. 

He  was  honorary  secretajy  of  the 
Royal  Geographical  Society  for  ten 
years,  1953-63,  and  increasingly  be¬ 
came  one  oF  the  country’s  field-work 
experts.  Having  started  with  pupils,  he 
now  led  expeditions  and  courses  for 
teachers.  His  speed  of  walking,  espe¬ 


cially  in  mountains,  began  to  provide 
the  stuff  of  legends. 

In  J956  he  was  promoted  to  Deputy 
Education  Officer  of  the  LCC.  much  to 
the  annoyance  of  those  who  had  come 
up  a  purely  administrative  route. 
Having  previously  been  asked  to  chair 
the  relevant  committee,  he  was  obvi¬ 
ously  already  interested  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  comprehensive  schools  and  his 
own  extensive  experience  as  a  teacher, 
and  knowledge  of  the  education  sys¬ 
tem.  made  him  the  ideal  figure  to  have 
charge  of  the  reorganisation  of  inner 
London’s  secondary  schools. 

After  he  became  Education  Officer 
in  1971  of  what  by  then  had  become  the 
Inner  London  Education  Authority,  he 
was  responsible  for  a  number  of 
important  initiatives  which  were  in 
some  ways  ahead  of  their  time.  His 
efforts  to  weaken  the  barriers  between 
the  different  levels  of  the  educational 
system  culminated  in  the  publication 
of  an  influential  report.  An  Education¬ 
al  .Service  for  the  Whole  Community. 
some  tenets  of  which  are  still  relevant 
to  educational  policy  today. 

Briault  was  a  superb  juggler  of 
projects.  He. would  still  find  rime,  in  the 
thick  of  whatever  problem  he  was 
tussling  with,  to  visit  a  couple  of  play 
centres.  And  if.  later  that  same  day,  he 
was  missing  from  some  prizegiving,  it 
was  often  because  he  was  a  mile  down 
the  road  attending  a  brass  band 
concert  given  by  a  boys’  school. 

Just  before  his  retirement  in  1976. 
Briault  was  appointed  CBE.  Moving  lo 
Storringtcm  in  Sussex,  he  got  involved 
with  the  education  department  at 
Sussex  University,  and  accepted  a  post 
as  Visiting  Professor  of  Education. 
There,  together  with  the  research  team, 
he  published  Falling  Rolls  in  Second¬ 
ary  Schools  (1980)  and  Primary  School 
Management  (1990).  During  his  hectic 
years  as  a  staff  inspector,  he  had  found 
time  to  co-author  the  much  used  A- 
level  textbook  An  Introduction  to 
Advanced  Geography  (1957),  which 
pioneered  a  new  way  of  introducing 
concepts  through  specific  examples. 
Geography  in  and  out  of  Schools 
followed  In  1960. 

He  and  his  wife,  Marie,  who 
survived  him  for  just  six  days,  celebrat¬ 
ed  their  diamond  wedding  last  sum¬ 
mer.  He  is  survived  by  two  sons  and  a 
daughter. 


CHARLES  MADGE 


Charles  Madge,  poet  and 
sociologist,  died  in 
London  on  January  17 
aged  83.  He  was  born  in 
Johannesburg  on 
October  10. 1912. 

THOUGH  modest  —  some¬ 
times  to  the  point  of  self 
effo cement  —  Charles  Madge 
was  a  man  of  considerable 
talent  The  variety  of  his 
accomplishment  was  reflected 
in  the  diversity  of  his  life’s 
work:  first  as  a  poet  then  as  a 
pioneer  and  leading  practitio¬ 
ner  in  the  field  of  social 
research,  and  thirdly  as  a 
Professor  of  Sociology  who 
also  carried  out  UN  projects  in 
the  developing  world. 

Charles  Henry  Madge’s 
first  claim  to  public  recogni¬ 
tion  was  as  one  of  a  generation 
of  Iefr-teaning  1930s  poets.  A 
selection  of  his  verse,  chosen 
by  W.  B.  Yeats,  can  be  found 
alongside  that  of  Auden. 
Spender.  MacNeice  and  Day 
Lewis  In  the  Oxford  Book  of 
Modem  English  Verse  (19389. 
His  style  was  influenced  by 
his  interest  in  science,  by 
surrealism  and  by  the  trau¬ 


matic  impact  on  the  left-wing 
Thirties  generation  of.  the 
Spanish  Civil  War. 

-  Madge's  poetic  output  grad¬ 
ually  dwindled  over  the  de¬ 
cades  and  little  of  what  he 
wrote  readied  new  genera¬ 
tions  of  readers  in  the  1960s 
and  1970s.  However,  in  the 
early  1990s  he  regained  some¬ 
thing  qf  his  former  reputation 
when  The  Independent  print¬ 
ed  five  of  his  prewar  poems, 
and  in  1995  his  collected  works 
were  published  under  the  title  . 
Oflove,  Time  and  Places. 

Madge  left  Cambridge 
without  having  completed  his 
degree,  and  worked  for  a 
while  as  a  reporter  for  the 
Daily  Mirror.  His  discovery 
that  what  “ordinary"  people 
really  thought. was  different 
from  that  which  the  elite 
believed  they  thought,  led  him 
in  1937  to  join  in  partnership  • 
with  the  anthropologist  Tom 
Harrisson  to  set  up  an  organ¬ 
isation  called  Mass  Observa¬ 
tion  —  to  conduct  one  of  the 
first  major  systematic  inqui¬ 
ries  into  public  opinion.  With¬ 
in  two  years  this  organisation 
had  grown  to  embrace  more 


than  2.000  voluntary  observ¬ 
ers  all  over  Britain.  A  uniquely 
rich  store  of  data  on  the 
everyday  lives  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  at  that  time  was  built  up 
and  a  compilation  of  some  of  it 
published  in  1939  in  a  book 
Britain  by  Moss  Observation. 

Madge'  next  worked  with 
Keynes  at  the  National  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Social  and  Economic 
Research  before  moving  an  to 
Political  and  Economic  Plan¬ 
ning  —  an  independent  medi¬ 


cal  and  social  research  organ- 
_  isation.  He  then  became  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Riot  Press.  These 
jobs  were  to  form  the  basis 
from  which  he  was  to  continue 
his  output  of  papers  on  plan¬ 
ning  for  the  economic  and 
social  future  of  postwar 
Britain. 

His  next  role  was  a  fresh 
departure.  He  became  social 
development  officer  for  the 
then  embryonic  Stevenage 
New  Town.  However,  the 
bureaucratic  aspects  of  this 
job  were  uncongenial  and  in 
1950  he  accepted  a  post  as 
Professor  of  Sociology  at 
Birmingham  University. 

At  that  time,  in  the  minds  of 
many  conservative  academics, 
sociology  was  something  of  a 
suspect  discipline.  Yet  Madge 
soon  established  himself  as  a 
respected  member  of  staff  and 
was  several  times  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  UN  to  work  for 
its  agencies  in  Asia  and  Africa. 
However,  with  the  student 
disruptions  of  the  1960s,  he 
began  to  fed  an  unease  with 
die  administrative  aspects  of 
his  role  and  in  1970  he  retired 
from  university  life. 
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Madge  went  on  to  publish 
research  findings  on  art  stu¬ 
dents’  experiences  and  on 
inner  city  poverty.  But  per¬ 
haps  his  greatest  achievement 
in  later  years  was  his  crucial 
role  in  bringing  to  publication 
the  work  of  his  Cambridge 
friend,  the  documentary  film¬ 
maker  Humphrey  Jennings. 
Jennings  had  worked  briefly 
with  Madge  at  the  start  of 
Mass  Observation,  and  had 
drawn  on  that  experience 
when  he  went  on  to  join  the 
Crown  Rim  Unit.  He  had, 
over  the  span  of  many  years, 
been  compiling  a  collection  of 
texts,  covering  the  period  1660- 
1886.  which  chronicled  the 
reactions  of  contemporary 
imaginary  writers  and  think¬ 
ers  to  the  coming  of  the 
machine. 

When  Jennings  died, 
Madge  took  on  the  task  of 
editing  this  material.  After 
long  efforts  to  find  a  publisher 
and  much  re-editing  of  the 
texts,  in  collaboration  with 
Jennings's  daughter,  this  im¬ 
portant  work  was  published 
under  rhe  title  Pandemonium 
in  19S5. 

Madge's  final  years  were 
overshadowed  by  declining 
health,  but  he  never  lost  his 
intellectual  edge  or  his  con¬ 
cern  for  the  future  of  human¬ 
ity.  Though  youthful  ideals 
had  been  tempered  by  an 
awareness  of  how  human 
imperfections  often  frustrate 
social  progress,  this  aware¬ 
ness  never  discouraged  him 
from  proposing  ways  to  im¬ 
prove  on  what  he  saw  as 
avoidably  squalid  or  harmful 
social  and  political 
developments. 

Madge  married  in  1938  the 
poet  Kathleen  Raine.  This 
marriage  was  dissolved.  In 
1942  he  married  the  novelist 
Enes  Peam  who  died  in  1976, 
and  in  1979  he  married  for  a 
third  time  Evelyn  Brown,  in 
1984  she  also  died.  He  is 
survived  by  a  son  and  daugh¬ 
ter  from  his  first  marriage, 
and  by  a  son  and  a  daughter 
from  his  second. 


THE  EARL  OF  WARWICK 


The  8th  Earl  of  Warwick 

died  on  January  20  aged 

61.  He  was  bora  on  May 
15.1934. 

THE  Earl  of  Warwick  lived 
most  of  his  later  years  as  a  tax 
exile  in  Paris  and  Spain.  Very 
little  was  known  of  his 
Garboesque  existence  abroad, 
although  he  was  thought  to  be 
immensely  wealthy  and  to  live 
a  playboy  lifestyle. 

But  as  Lord  Brooke  —  the 
title  by  which  he  was  known  in 
younger  days  —  he  had 
sparked  off  a  lively  debate 
among  stately  home  owners  in 
Britain  for  what  many  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  a  cavalier  attitude 
towards  his  inheritance. 
Brooke  sold  Warwick  Castle, 
the  finest  medieval  example  of 
its  kind  in  Britain,  to  Madame 
Tussaud's  in  1978.  But  long 
before  this,  he  had  been  sell¬ 
ing  off  magnificent  paintings 
from  the  family  collection. 

The  dispersal  of  Warwick 
Castle’s  contents  began  in 
1968,  after  the  7th  Earl  of 
Warwick  resettled  the  castle 
and  its  contents  on  his  son. 
Because  the  6th  Earl's  death 
duties  had  been  paid  in  full 
and  the  family  had  not 
claimed  exemption,  Brooke 
could  legally  sell  what  he  liked 
without 'having  to  meet  large 
estate  duty  bills. 

Brooke's  own  son  had  no 
interest  in  running  the  castle 
after  his  father's  death,  but 
could  not  avoid  paying  heavy 
tax  on  any  portion  of  the 
family  fortune  left  in  Britain. 
At  the  same  time,  Brooke 
feared  that  Britain  would  im¬ 
minently  fall  under  an  ex¬ 
treme  left-wing  socialist 
government,  with  dire  conse¬ 
quences  for  his  own  class.  For 
a  combination  of  these  rea¬ 
sons,  Brooke  thought  it  advis¬ 
able  to  liquidate  the  family's 
assets  in  Britain,  and  to  re¬ 
build  the  family  fortune 
abroad.  Much  amusement 
was  had  by  the  press  at  the 
expense  of  the  family  motto, 
Vix  ea  nostra  voco  (1  scarcely 
call  these  things  our  own). 


David  Robin  Francis  Guy 
Greville  was  barn  in  Warwick 
Castle,  the  son  of  the  7th  Earl 
and  his  first  wife.  His  father 
had  been  a  romantic  society 
figure,  with  dashing,  dark 
good  looks,  and  he  had  briefly 
lived  in  Hollywood  with  the 
intention  of  making  a  film 
career.  His  son  —  given  the 
courtesy  title  of  Lord  Brooke, 
and  forever  after  known  as 
Brookie  —  followed  his  father 
to  Eton-  He  inherited  the  7th 
Earl’s  looks  and  charm,  and 
his  name  regularly  appeared 
in  the  gossip  columns  of  the 
1950s.  Princess  Margaret  at¬ 
tended  his  21st  birthday  party 
in  1955  at  Warwick,  when  the 
entire  castle  was  lit  by  flicker¬ 
ing  candles.  Every  artificial 
light  from  the  battlements  to 
the  moat  was  switched  off. 

Brooke  studied  accounting 
in  the  City  as  a  young  man. 
and  in  1956  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  the  copper  mag¬ 
nate  Alfred  Chester  Beatty. 
They  had  a  son  and  daughter, 
before  the  marriage  was  dis¬ 
solved  in  1967.  The  following 
year,  almost  a  decade  after  his 
father  had  made  the  castle 
over  to  him  and  left  the 
country  as  a  tax  exile,  Brooke 
moved  into  the  castle.  Up  until 
that  point  the  castle's  visitors 
had  had  the  run  of  the  place 
almost  to  themselves. 

The  issue  of  visitors  was  one 
of  the  most  reasonable  argu¬ 


ments  against  Brooke'S  subse¬ 
quent  behaviour.  Warwick 
Castle  was  a  thriving  tourist 
attraction  in  those  days, 
equipped  with  ghost  towers, 
grisly  torture  dungeons  and 
medieval  banqueting  facili¬ 
ties.  It  more  than  paid  for  its 
own  upkeep,  and  Brooke 
could  not  seriously  claim  pov¬ 
erty.  But  he  was  alarmed  by 
the  draconian  tax  measures  of 
the  mid-1970s,  and  by  1975. 
had  decamped  to  Paris  as  a  tax 
exile.  He  spent  his  days  learn¬ 
ing  French,  and  in  long 
lunches  at  the  Travellers  Club. 

Two  years  later,  Brooke 
fared  an  avalanche  of  _  criti¬ 
cism  —  much  of  ft  from  distant 
branches  of  the  Greville  fam¬ 
ily  —  when  it  was  discovered 
that  he  had  been  quietly 
breaking  up  his  castieTs  fine 
art  collection.  A  painting  of 
Elizabeth  I  and  four  Can  ale- 
nos  were  sold  that  year,  and 
many  more  excellent  works 
followed. 

Then,  in  1978,  Brooke  sold 
Lhe  actual  castle  to  Madame 
Tussaud's.  The  fine  state 
rooms,  which  once  entertained 
the  Warwicks'  houseguests, 
were  now  filled  with  waxwork 
models  of  Edwardian  society 
figures. 

Brooke  refused  to  discuss 
his  actions,  arguing  that  it  was 
his  property  to  do  with  as  he 
liked:  “It’s  a  lot  of  bother 
looking  after  a  castle,  you 
know.”  Those  who  knew  him 
well,  however,  said  that  he 
cared  deeply  about  the  family 
home.  He  inherited  the  title  on 
his  father's  death  in  1984. 

He  never  remarried,  though 
after  his  divorce  his  name  was 
linked  with  some  glamorous 
women.  Among  these,  in  the 
early  1970s,  was  the  Nigerian 
model  Mynah  Bird.  The  earl 
is  survived  by  his  daughter 
Charlotte,  whose  husband, 
Andrew  Fraser,  son  of  Lord 
Lovat,  died  in  1994  after  being 
gored  by  a  buffalo  in  Tanza¬ 
nia:  and  by  a  son,  Guy  David 
Greville,  the  present  Lord 
Brooke,  who  succeeds  to  the 
earldom. 


SULTAN  RAHI 


Saltan  Ratal.  Pakistani 

film  actor,  was  shot  dead 
near  Gujranwalla  on 
January  9  aged  SI.  He 
was  born  in  1938. 

IN  A  country  largely  bereft  of 
heroes.  Sultan  Rahi  was  a 
tiian.  Loved  as  much  for  his 
moustache  as  for  his  simplic¬ 
ity,  the  burly  Rahi  personified 
all  that  was  popular  and 
cheering  in  the  Punjabi  cine¬ 
ma  of  Pakistan.  His  contribu¬ 
tion  to  Pakistani  vernacular 
culture  could  be  gauged  in  the 
outbreak  of  grief  across  the 
country  when  news  of  his 
death  first  broke:  Buried  in 
Lahore,  the  city  of  his  adop¬ 
tion,  Rahi  attracted  to  his 
funeral  the  same  milling 
crowds  as  had  flocked  earlier 
to  watch  him,  alive,  on  screen. 

The  Elm  star  met  his  death 
in  a  manner  that  was  never 
seen  in  any  of  the  films  in 
which  he  had  starred:  and 
there  were  approximately  700 
of  them.  Travelling  by  road 
from  Islamabad  to  Lahore, 
Rahi's  car  was  stopped  — 
apparently  by  bandits,  al¬ 
though  the  police  seem  not  yet 
to  be  satisfied  of  this  —  and  he 
was  shot  in  the  face  by  the 
assailants.  He  died  within 
minutes  of  the  incident 

On  screen  this  would  not 
have  happened.  Rahi  would 
almost  certainly  have  growled 
his  trademark  oaqy— demotic 
Punjabi  for  "watch  it”  — 
disarmed  the  pistol-packers, 
and  beaten  them  to  a  chutney. 
He  performed  routines  like 
that  in  film  after  film,  and  his 
macho  or  mardana  style  was 
adored  by  Pakistan's  Punjabi 
masses. 

Punjab’s  finest  son  was  in 
fact  born  in  Saharanpur.  now 
in  the  Indian  state  of  Uttar 
Pradesh.  In  1947.  the  year  of 
India's  partition,  he  migrated 
with  his  parents  to  Pakistan. 
The  family  settled  in  Karachi, 
in  the  area  of  LaJukhet,  today 
the  epicentre  of  that  city's  civil 
strife. 


The  young  Muhammad 
Sultan  —  he  changed  his  name 
to  Sultan  Rahi  only  later  — 
had  a  cinematic  passion  that 
was  quite  unstoppable.  After 
finishing  school,  he  ventured 
to  Lahore,  the  home  of  Paki¬ 
stani  cinema,  in  the  hope  of 
finding  the  employment  of  his 
choice.  There,  he  spent  15 
years  doing  odd  jobs  for  fibn- 
wailahs  and  sometimes  land¬ 
ing  the  pan  of  an  extra. 

It  was  not  until  1971,  when 
he  was  33,  that  he  secured  the 
sort  of  role  for  which  he  had 
come  to  Lahore,  in  Iqbal 
Kashmiri’s  Babul.  A  year 
later,  Rahi  took  the  country  by 
storm:  in  a  film  called 
Bashira.  he  played  a  rural 
thug  who  in  the  end  redeems 
himself,  in  a  scene  which 
ordinary  Punjabis  greatly  en¬ 
joyed,  by  stabbing  to  death  a 
brutal  landlord. 

If  that  film  won  for  Rahi  the 
following  of  the  Punjabi  peas¬ 
antry,  Maula  Jat  (1979)  se¬ 
cured  their  adoration  forever. 
This  film,  perhaps  the  most 
important  in  the  history  of 


Pakistani  cinema  —  for  it 
ensured  that  the  Punjabi  lan¬ 
guage  eclipsed  Urdu  as  the 
major  cinematic  medium  — 
broke  every  existing  record  at 
the  box  office.  It  ran  in  Lahore 
cinemas  for  five  years. 

Rahi  played  the  eponymous 
character,  who  represents  all 
that  is  good  and  honest;  his 
duels  in  the  film  with  the 
Sindhi  actor  Mustafa 
Qureshi.  who  here  played  the 
evil  "Nuri  Nath",  have  passed 
into  Pakistani  folklore.  One  of 
Rahi's  lines  from  the  film  was 
recited  by  many  of  those  who 
mourned  his  death:  “Mau/e 
nu  maula  na  mare  te  maula 
nai  mania". 

Playing  on  the  word 
"Mauia”.  which,  in  addition  to 
being  the  character's  name,  is 
also  the  Punjabi  synonym  for 
God,  the  line  says  that  “Only 
God  can  kfll  Maula”.  It  was 
this  indestructibility  that  won 
him  his  legions,  as  well  as  his 
charitable  work  and  lifelong 
devotion  to  Islam. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
two  sons  and  a  daughter. 


BATTLE  IN  THE  NORTH  SEA.  THIS  DAY 


GERMAN  RAIDERS  FOILED. 

The  Secretary  of  lhe  Admiralty  makes  the 
following  announcement: - 

Early  this  morning  a  British  patrolling 
squadron  of  ban  (e-cruisers  and  light  cruisers 
under  Vice-Admiral  Sir  David  Beatty,  with  a 
destroyer  flotilla  under  Commodore  Tyrwhht. 
sighted  four  German  batde-cruisers.  several 
light  cruisers,  and  a  number  of  destroyers, 
steering  westward,  and  apparently  making 
for  the  English  coast. 

The  enemy  made  for  home  at  high  speed. 
They  were  ar  once  pursued,  and  at  about  9  JO 
ajrt.  action  was  joined  between  the  battle¬ 
cruisers  Lion,  Tiger.  Princess  Royal.  New 
Zealand,  and  Indomitable  on  the  one  hand, 
and  Derfllinge.  Seydlitz.  Mol  ike.  and  BlOcher 
on  the  other. 

A  well-contested  running  fight  ensued. 

Shortly  after  J  o'clock  Bliicher,  which  had 
previously  fallen  out  of  the  line,  capsized  and 
sank. 

(By  Our  Naval  Correspondent.) 

The  news  which  has  come  from  the  North  Sea 
of  die  doings  of  the  squadrons  under  Vice- 
Admiral  Beatty  and  Commodore  Tyrwhitt  is 
most  welcome  and  inspiriting.  It  will  be  some 
consolation  to  our  seamen  for  the  disappoinl- 


January  25, 1915 


The  German  Navy  had  hoped  to  repeat 
its  bombardment  of  rhe  East  Coast  in 
December  1914.  HMS  Lion  carried 
13 Jin  guns  which  hammered  the  battle¬ 
cruiser  Blucher .finally  sinking  her. 

ment  they  experienced  on  the  last  occasion 
that  Germany  sent  out  her  bank -cruisers  for 
a  raid.  The  pitcher  may  go  once  loo  often  to 
the  well.  Grand  Admiral  von  Tirpitz  cannot 
say  he  had  mu  warning  of  what  might  happen 
if  hededded  to  repeat  the  tactics  of  December 
16  when  he  sent  his  cruisers  to  shell 
Scarborough  and  the  Hartlepools. 

On  this  occasion  they  appear  to  have  been 
on  thdrway  to  repeat  the  operation  when  they 
were  so  fortunately  sighted  by  our  patrol  ling 
squadron*.  From  the  composition  of  the 
German  force,  which  included  battle-cruisers, 
light  cruisers,  and  destroyers,  it  is  evident  that 


the  adventure  was  to  be  made  on  a  large  scale 
and  possibly  at  a  longer  distance  from  their 
base. 

After  this  a  Bair  the  German  newspapers 
and  their  naval  critics  will  cease  their  gibes 
about  the  British  Fleet  being  condemned  to 
inactivity  and  afraid  to  leave  its  ports.  One 
large  armoured  cruiser  sunk  and  two  battle¬ 
cruisers  seriously  damaged  are  fairly  good 
evidence  that  our  seamen  are  on  the  alert  and 
are  quite  ready  to  give  the  enemy  an 
opportunity  for  showing  what  they  are  made 
of  whenever  he  cares  to  seize  it 

Although  we  ore  not  told  exactly  where  the 
British  patrolling  squadrons  met  the  Ger¬ 
mans.  it  may  be  assumed,  since  it  was  in  the 
early  morning,  that  the  latter  intended  to 
make  a  descent  upon  the  English  coast,  and 
therefore  it  was  probably  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Dogger  Bank. 

However  much  they  were  inclined  to  throw 
their  shells  upon  the  English  church-goers  on 
Sunday  morning,  they  were  in  no  fettle  for  a 
Fight,  and.  as  Sir  David  Beany  says  in  his 
report  they  turned  at  once  and  made  for 
home  at  high  speed. 

From  what  we  know  of  other  banks  at  sea 
and  the  long  ranges  at  which  Fire  Is  opened,  it 
may  be  that  something  near  10  miles 
separated  the  squadrons  when  this  happened. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


THURSDAY  JANUARY  25 1996 


Major  seeks  elections  for  Ulster 

■  John  Major  announced  plans  for  early  elections  to  a 
Northern  Ireland  assembly  as  a  new  road  to  peace  after  an 
international  commission  said  the  paramilitaries  would  never 
bow  to  his  demand  that  they  give  up  their  guns  before  being 
admitted  to  all-party  talks. 

The  move,  which  could  lead  to  elections  by  May,  was  greeted 
angrily  by  nationalists.  John  Hume  of  the  SDLP  accused  the 
Prime  Minister  of  buying  Unionist  votes . Pages  U  8,  9 

Blair  crushes  revolt  over  Harman 

■  Haniet  Harman  was  safely  entrenched  in  her  Shadow 

Cabinet  job  after  a  fighting  Commons  attack  against  the 
Conservatives  and  a  striking  display  of  Tony  Blair’S  mastery 
over  his  party.  The  labour  leader  crushed  a  party  revolt 
against  the  Shadow  Health  Secretary - Pages  l  U 


Tory  hope 

The  Tories  have  climbed  to  their 
highest  position  in  the  polls  for 
over  two  years  even  before 
Labour's  rows  over  the  Harriet 
Harman  have  had  time  to  affect 
public  opinion . Plage  1 

Sarah  ward  of  court 

Sarah  Cook,  the  13-year-old  who 
with  her  parents’  blessing  “mar¬ 
ried"  a  Turkish  waiter  she  met  on 
a  family  holiday,  was  made  a 
ward  of  court - Page  I 

Prince’s  opinion 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  in  a  stinging 
criticism  of  plans  to  celebrate  the 
millennium,  says  that  the  mark¬ 
ing  of  the  new  century  is  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  becoming  a  giant  but 
meaningless  party  with  no  spiri¬ 
tual  significance  — Page  1 

Princess’s  adviser 

The  Princess  of  Wales  has  ap¬ 
pointed  a  businesswoman  with  a 
passion  for  amateur  dramatics 
and  cordon  bleu  cookery  as  her 
public  relations  adviser— Page  2 

Sex  case  teacher  free 

A  music  teacher  accused  of  giving 
sexual  favours  to  under-age  boys 
walked  free  after  a  judge  accepted 
that  although  there  was  a  dear 
case  against  her  it  would  be  un¬ 
fair  to  proceed ! - Page  3 

Warmer  Antarctica 

Ice  sheets  in  Antarctica  are  disap¬ 
pearing  as  rising  temperatures 
appear  to  confirm  fears  of  global 
warming _ Page  4 


Cathedral  charge 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  was 
accused  by  English  Heritage  of 
deliberately  letting  St  Mary's  Old 
Cathedral,  Middlesbrough,  fall 
into  ruin - - Page  6 

Wealth  gap  narrows 

The  gap  between  rich  and  poor, 
which  widened  during  the 
Thatcherite  1980s,  has  remained 
almost  constant  during  the  eco¬ 
nomic  slowdown - Page  10 

Santer  pressure 

Jacques  Santer,  the  President  of 
the  European  Commission,  tried 
to  silence  the  growing  chorus  of 
doubt  over  European  monetary 
union - - Page  12 

House  ‘forgery’ 

Kiko  Nakahara,  a  British  resi¬ 
dent.  has  been  arrested  by  French 
police  and  charged  with  forgery 
and  breach  of  trust  after  alleged¬ 
ly  buying  15  historic  properties 
and  stripping  them  of  their 
contents - Page  13 

Firing  squad 

Tonight  John  Albert  Taylor,  a 
convicted  murderer  and  rapist  is 
due  to  be  strapped  to  a  chair  in  a 
converted  warehouse  beneath 
Utah's  Wasatch  Mountains  and 
shot  through  the  heart  by  five 
anonymous  marksmen ..  Page  14 

Clinton  triumph 

Disgruntled  Republicans  accused 
President  Clinton  of  purloining 
the  best  issues  with  a  dever  State 
of  the  Union  speech . Page  15 


Joanna  Luxrdey  Babe,  a  piglet  named  after  the  fait  film,  to  launch  a  campaign  to  end  exports  of  live  animals  In  Europe 


Jobs:  Short  Brothers,  the  Belfast 
company,  put  1300  workers  on 
th  ree-months’  notice  of  redundancy 
in  case  efforts  to  rescue  Dutch 
plane-maker  Fokker  fail _ Page  23 

Belling:  A  solicitor  and  a  former 
nuts  and  bolts  salesman  were 
found  guilty  of  defrauding  the  ill- 
fated  cooker  maker  and  some  of 
Europe’s  largest  companies,  in  a 
£13  million  operation - Page  23 

Returns:  Bradford  &  Bin  "ley,  the 
seventh  largest  building  society, 
cut  its  mortgage  rate  to  724  as  part 
of  a  scheme  to  return  £50  million  in 
improved  rates _ Page  23 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  rose  5.8  to 
37542.  Sterling  rose  from  82.8  to 
82.9  after  a  rise  from  $13105  to 
$13147  and  from  DM2235I  to 
DM22354 _ —Page  26 


Rugby  union:  Paul  Sampson,  an  18- 
y ear-old  schoolboy  hum  Yorkshire, 
was  included  in  England’s  training 
squad  for  the  international  against 
Wales _ _ _ _ Page  44 

Tennis:  Andre  Agassi  recovered 
from  two  sets  down  against  Jim 
Courier  to  reach  the  men's  singles 
semi-finals  at  the  Australian  Open. 
His  opponent  will  be  Michael 

Chang - Page  44 

Football:  Manchester  United  and 
AC  Milan  have  agreed  to  work 
together  on  mutual  interests,  such 
as  a  European  super  league  and 
transfer  links - — - Page  40 

Snooker:  The  dedine  of  Alex  Hig¬ 
gins  seems  irreversible  after  his 
elimination  from  the  Embassy 
world  championship  and  his  petu¬ 
lant  behaviour - Page  39 


Stars  in  combat  In  an  excellent 
new  thriller.  Heat.  Al  Pacino  and 
Robert  De  Niro  are  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  law.  Also  reviewed 
today:  Harrison  Ford  in  Sabrina: 
Whitney  Houston  in  Waiting  to 
Exhale:  and  the  fine  new  Pedro 
Almodivar  film.  The  Flower  of  my 
Secret _ Page  31 

Disharmony-  In  America  even  the 
most  famous  orchestras  are  in  fi¬ 
nancial  trouble _ Page  33 

Mimed  abuse:  At  the  London 
Mime  Festival  the  latest  offering  is 
Paper  Walls,  a  gripping  and  intelli¬ 
gent  response  to  abuse  inside  the 

family _ _ _ Page  33 

Pountney  triumph:  British  director 
David  Pountney  has  scored  a  tri¬ 
umph  in  Munich  with  his  new 
production  of  Aida . . Page  33 


‘It’s  unreal’  says  novel  winner 

■  The  surprise  winner  of  the  Whitbread  Book  of  the  Year 
award,  Kate  Atkinson,  won  the  support  of  eight  of  the  nine 
judges  for  her  first  novef.  Behind  the  Scenes  at  the  Museum. 
Ms  Atkinson,  44,  has  been  turned  from  a  struggling  writer  into 
a  literacy  star  by  the  £21,000  award.  She  said:  “I  didn’t  sleep.  I 
kept  thinking  ‘my  goodness  me’.  It’s  a  bit  unreal” Page  3 
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IN  THE  TIMES 

■  FASHION 
Lace;  and  feathers. 

Iain  R.  Webb  does  the 
rounds  of  the  Paris 
couture  shows 

■  EDUCATION 
LabourMPDenis 
MacShane  on  the 
British  schools  that 
lag  behind  in  Europe 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,073 


ACROSS 

I  Put  one’s  name  on  column  in 
travel  guide  (81. 

5  The  conceit  of  Lord  PWer  when 
speaking  (6). 

8  Strengthen  Spanish  port  in  popu¬ 
lar  esteem  (10). 

9  Pit  for  collection  of  oils  (4). 

10  Childish  game  an  editor  might 
suggest  (ft-2-6). 

11  Vain,  yet  floundering  in  inexperi¬ 
ence  (7). 

13  Porter  turning  cross  with  em¬ 
ployee  (7). 

15  Spanish  gentleman  covered  up 
disturbance  in  gaol  (7). 

]8  Refuse  salesman  university  place 
for  economics  (7). 

21  Uniting  to  annoy  one  engaged  in 
making  woollies  (5-6). 

22  Fingered  doth  (4). 

23  Unlocks  with  key  -  duplicate 
that’s  said  to  get  you  in  (4.6). 

Solution  to  Punte  No  20072 
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24  Chop-stick  (6). 

25  Printed  letters  found  in  the  usual 
parts  (8). 

DOWN 

1  Freeze —one  with  very  loud  gun  is 
around  (7). 

2  Provided  lecmner.  initially,  with 
generous  form  nf  tenure  (9). 

3  Feature  a  boxer  recognizes,  say  (3- 
4). 

4  Milling  crowd  on  fringes  of  party 
getting  drink  (7). 

5  We  ask  about  love  —  individual  is 
forlorn  (9). 

6  Sort  of  dealings  that  can  produce 
nothing  short  of  derision  17). 

7  A  sailor  enjoying  recreation  in 
sunny  places  (7). 

12  Firm  line  taken  in  balancing  act 

P). 

14  Give  me  old-fashinncd  sniff,  a 
sensational  entertainment  (9). 

16  Literary  people  used  to  came  here 
for  a  dip  (3-4J. 

17  Strange  attire  a  small  number 
designed  for  the  opera  (71. 

18  A  temporary  ruling  for  style  of 
architecture  (7). 

19  Start  in  priory,  and  go  hack  to  br 
prior  f?). 

20  Lead,  for  example,  a  resistance 
unit  (7)- 
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Fix  the  latest  region  by  regnn  tarecasa.  24  tacure 
a  day.  dtal  0891  500  foICMcd  by  Ihe  appropriate 
axle 

Greater  London  . 701 

Kert^urrey.Sussa.  .  702 

DomeDHanu  A  >OVV  . .  .  .  703 

Devon  A  Commas  . . 704 

wats.Qoucs.Avon.Sarns  .  .  7U5 

Berfcs.Bucic1.Qn3n  . .  .  706 

Beds, Herts  &  Ewer  .  ...  707 

HortoA.SJWJvCwrtK  706 

Wesl  Mid  &  Stti  Gian  A  Orient  . .  .  .709 

Stuaps.Horefcfc  A  Wores . 710 

Cental  MkSarefc . V.: 

EasjMrtancSa.  .  .  ...  712 

Uncs  A  HranberaCe . 713 

DyteJAPoww .  714 

Gwynedd  A  Ovvyd  .  715 

NWErtXand .  H6 

WAS  Y&ta  &  Dales  ...  717 

HE  England  ...  .713 

Cumbna  &  Lane  Ctstnc!  .  ....  -  .  713 

SW  Scotland .  7X 

W  Central  ScoHaiG . 721 

Edm  S  BleljoJhsjn  a  Borders  .  .  - - 732 

E  Central  Sccaand  .  .  733 

Grampron  <5  B  bbgt&mds  .......  .  7TJ 

NW  Scotland  .  .  .  725 

Caefcnoss.CrlTCy  A  5IWUTKS .  736 

N  Ireland  ....  ...  727 

Wwdtiercall  rs  cnanqed  as  33p  p«.r  oi&ac 

rare)  and  «9p  per  irinm  a*  a'  sw-lmcs. 


For  tfie  latest  AA  rra favruadravs  n'trmaO&n. 
24  hour:  a  day  Oral  0336  401  Xtoned  By  lh? 
appnpnxe  code 
London  A  S5E  traffic,  rewfaporfa 

Aice  wPm  M25  _  -^1 

EiKraWe^'Beds.'BudiiSe^J.Ccn  72? 

KerlSejre/.SuisecHanta  .  .  -  734 

M2S  London  Crtieai  era/.  . 736 

national  traffic  and  roadwork* 

National  moiorways  727 

Wes:  County  .  .  ...  ~23 

Wales  .729 

Midlands  .  .  T40 

EttiVrqlla  .  ....  741 

NcrtVvws:  England  .  .  74 3 

Northeast  England  742 

Scotland  .  .  ...  744 

Nordxrr  Ireland  ..... _ _  745 

AA  Roadwaicfl  is  charged  at  per  -1  -.j's 
[efte®  raJri  and  43p  C*J  ir.Ttfc  £  al;  stnet  lirtg,. 


HIGHEST  &  LOWEST 


Yesterday.  Kghest  day  temp.  Jer »s>. :  \Z  ,52F1: 
loams!  day  max  gu-'sry  Ootvshre  -1C  itf-: 
bgheel  rarfafr  Tejquav  Eaier.  CSBfi:  highest 


□  General:  much  of  England  and 
Wales  will  have  light  snow  flurries 
today.  The  East  Coast  and  hffly  areas 
wfll  be  the  most  vulnerable  places. 
The  South  West  is  likely  to  have  a  little 
rafo  or  sleet.  The  brightest  weather  wfll 
be  in  northwestern  parts. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  wfD 
have  a  breezy  day.  Scattered  snow 
showers  across  eastern  districts,  the 
tar  north  and  on  hiBs  are  Bkety  to 
become  frequent  later.  Western  parts 
are  likely  to  nave  a  brighter  day. 

□  London,  SE  England,  E  Anglia, 
E  England:  mainly  doudy,  some  light 
snow  flurries.  Wind  east  to  northeast, 
fresh,  occasionally  strong.  Cold  In 
wind.  Max  1C  (34F) 

□  Central  S  England,  E  Midlands, 
W  Midlands,  S  Wales,  N  Wales, 
Central  N  England:  mainly  cloudy, 
some  brighter  spelts-,  scattered  snow 
flurries.  Wind  east  to  northeast,  fresh. 
Cold  in  wind.  Max  1C  (34F). 
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MADRID 
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HAMBURG 
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Play  R  again  John:  What  makes 
America  laugh  —  and  why  is  John 
Cleese  having  to  shoot  a  new  end 

for  Fierce  Creature s? _ _  Page  17 

First  family:  Susanna  Agnelli,  sis¬ 
ter  of  Gianni,  and  Italy's  first  fe¬ 
male  Foreign  Minister  —  Page  17 
Sperm  wars:  A  woman  who  has  an. 
affair  is  more  likely  to  concave, 
and  the  fittest  sperm  will  fertilise 
her  egg  and  produce  successful 
children _ : . . Page  16 


Past  and  present:  Peter  Ackroyd 
studies  Coleridge;  Bruce  Boucher 
on  Salvator  Rosa:  Roger  Scruton 
on  a  mart  with  quality:  Andrew 
Robertson  Elizabeth.  Pages  34, 35 


Rooms  cost  more:  Granada  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  raise  prices  at  toe  hotels  it 
has  just  bought - Page  36 


Natural  selection 

If  Labour  is  serious  about  decent 
.  trairsaiion,  it  should  allow  parents 
to  decide  periodically  whether'  they 
want  comprehensive  schools  or 
selection _ ; - - Page  19 

Stale  of  the  President 

Hie  lines  are  drawn  between  two 
strikingly  different  political  vi¬ 
sions.  Americans  seem  destined  for 
a  fascinating  battle.. - — Page  19 

RKn  Tin  Tin's  tin 

British  supermarkets  are  baring 
their  fangs,  over  the  major  matter 
of  pabulum  for  pets - Page  19 


PAULBEW 

Sinn  Fein’s  Gary  Adams  has  been 
spared  the  immediate  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  having  to  accept  that  the 
present  partition  of  the  island  has  a 
democratic  basis.  Tb  that  extent, 
his  leadership  has  been  strength¬ 
ened.  But  this  is  only  a  postpone¬ 
ment  of  what  is  an  inevitably  evil 
day i i - Page  18 

KENNETH  BAKER 

This  week  showed  that  the  Labour 
Party  is  still  a  snarling,  jealous, 
vindictive  pack,  of  class-ridden 
bigots—, - Page  18 

RACHEL  CUSK 

It  is  hard  to  get  the  boorishness  of 
beer  out  of  the  Book  of  the  Year.  If 
Whitbread  knew  anything  about 
books,  it  surely  would  not  tine  them 
up  tike  so  many  beauty  queens  in  a 
judging  process  by  necessity  unfair 
and  superficial - - - Page  18 

JOHN  BRYANT 

National  Lottery  grants  can  now  be 
paid  directly  to  individual  sports¬ 
men  and  women  but  the  real  test 
will  be  to  make  sure  they  go  to  the 
deserving  Cinderellas  and  not  the 
Ugly  Sisters  already  bloated  with 
sponsorship - Page  42 


Eric  Briault  Education  Officer  of 
the  ILEA;  the  8th  Earl  of  Warwick; 
Saltan  Rahi,  Pakistani  film  actor; 
Charles  Madge,  poet  and 
sociologist.^'.^..... - Page  21 


□  Channel  Isles,  SW  England: 
cloudy,  some  patchy  rain  or  sleet. 
Wind  east,  fresh  to  strong.  CokJ  in 
wind.  Max  3C  to  5C  (37f  to  4 IF). 

□  NW  England,  Lake  District,  Me 
of  Man,  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow, 
Argyll,  NW  Scotland,  N  Ireland: 
some  bright  spells,  isolated  snow 
showers.  Wind  east,  fresh  to  strong. 
Max  3C  (37F). 

ONE  England,  Borders,  Edin¬ 
burgh  &  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Cen¬ 
tral  Highlands,  Moray  Firth,  HE 
Scotland:  doudy,  some  fight  snow 
showers,  becoming  more  frequent 
later.  Wind  east,  fresh,  occasion afty 
strong  Cold  in  wind  Max  2C  (36F). 

□  Orkney,  Shetland:  snow  show¬ 
ers,  heavy  at  times.  Wind  southeast  to 
.east,  strong,  occasionally  near  gale 
Cold  in  wind.  Max  4C  (39F). 

□  Outlook:  snow  showers,  becom¬ 
ing  rain  in  South  on  Saturday;  bright  in 
Northwest 


Changes  to  the  Chart  below  from  noon:  high  B  wfll  drift  northwards  towards 
Iceland  and.bufld;  low  J  wfll  drift  south  and  maintain  its  central  pressure 


London  8ndga 
flfienteen 

AwnnWuBi  - 


4 
4 

10. 
2. 
M). 
9 
2 

DubBn  INWaBI  2. 
Fetmauh  3 

Greenock 


PM 

HT 

523 

72 

440 

44  ' 

1047 

12JJ 

•  243 

a7 

■  .1036 

113. 

932 

52 

2 27 

65 

5  325 

1  3.15 

38 

40 

4  \.4Z 

57 

3  042 

7.7 

3  937 

82 

5  9*5 

67 

SUnriHc. 

7 JO  6m  ; 

fl^P  A  Moon  sole' 

1123  pm 

SunwtK  . 
4JMpm 

Moortrfm 
.837  am 

London  4  36  pm  to  7  49  am 
BfitfoM  4S  pm  to  7.56  am 
Edinburgh  4.30  pm  to  8 19  am 
Manchester  137pm  lo  8.05  am 
.  Penzance  5.03  pm  to  8  05  am 
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